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S of August the grand -opening of.
the nearly completed police riﬂé
ra.nz,ewaj, Bay View park will - be

held. {\/\’\ 20 -2 “‘QI‘f

. Plans are bemg made whereby a
semi-holiday among membery of the
police department will be declared
and measures ars being taken to
have 1500 guardsmen at the park
to take part in the event. .

!.. .The rifle range is the only one in
the Uniteq States that was built by
|members of a police department. It
‘Is estimated by private Builders to
" be ‘worth $100,000. Inspector Jo-
seph Delehaunt®, who is mainly re-
sponsible for the range, says it cost
in actual casp $5.60.

- Most of the material tha.t Went
into the construction bf the range
was donated to-the police' depart-
ment by building contractors’ and

OMETIME during the latter pagi

| business houses ,of Toledo. Other

material was realizezq from re-
claimed paving stone trom exca-
vated streets. ~

The range proper iz 450 feet in
lengty and 80 feet wide; at the end
“is a safety wall 27 feet high which
.was erected to interrupt stray bul-
lets. Therg are rour Liring lines at
10, 15 25 and 50 yard distances
from six disappearing targets. The
range is surrounded by a filigree
fence made from reclaimed stamp-
ing steel. .

At the rear and to one side of
the range a shelter house has been
built. It is estimated that the ghel-
ter house would cost $50,000 to
erect. The stone that went into its
construction is reclaimeq paving
block taken out of Huron street
several years ago. The house is
of-the Queen Anne siyle of architec-

ture one story in height. The floor
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ceiling s of nine C*signs with 5
panels. French doors and windo N
line the interior in.which there 8,
two rest rooms and a mant!
magssive design. e
Just outside the shelter hou

’\/Iedlna, stone ° memoria.l

e

a

of business houses and buildlng co
tractors who have made donatlo
of one Kking or another toward.t
construction . the range. .The
names  of the patrolmen “who ' Mv
been most actlve in the constt
tlon of the range and als
members of. Mayor. Broygh's
net are also on the memoria,

Inspector Delehaunty conce 3

tended its construction.
Basso, Corbett, Fackleman, I
Strabler and Harvey were hxs Il
tenants.

Hicrofilmed
1880
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'in Spare Time to
Be Dedicated at
Service Sunday.

Arrangements were com-]
pleted Wednesday for cere-
monies Sunday at the unveil~
ing of the monument whlch3
has been erected by pohce in;
Bay View park in memoz -
members of the " ‘department
iwho gave thelr hves in‘the
service. '

The program wﬂl open at 2:30
P. M. Sunday with Safety Director.
J. R. Cowell acting  as master- of
ceremonies. Mayor Willam T. Jack-
son will deliver the principal -ad-+
dress. Other speakers.will be Rabbi
Joseph S. Xornfeld, the Rev. Cedric
Bentley and the Rev. Stephen Jas-‘
wiecki of Geona, 0. - 8

The monument built by mem-
bers of the police department in their
spare time, s an imposing structure
near the police pistol range, . .Its'
value has been estimated at 320 000.
Names of policemen killed in serv-
lce are engraved upon the shaft.

Inspector Joseph Delehaunty sent
out invitations to - the ceremony
Wednesday and preparations are|
being made to accommodate a larg.
crowd of visitors. The observa.nce
will be open to the public. . T

Members of the committee' on ar:)
rangements are - Chief. Louis Haas,
Inspector T. E. O'Reilly,. Inspector1
F. J. Buck, Capt. D. Wolfe, Capt, W
Schultz, Superintendent J. Louy,
sistant Superinter™ynt P, Fakeha,ny,,
Lieut, C. Hennis¥ey;: Lieut.’ L}
Swindeman, Sergeants L., G. Dear,
‘W. Rudd, C. Roth, E..J. Erwin;. Al
Manson and Leo Epker, and Patrol-
men M, Knorr, F. Puhl, F. J. Baum-
gartner, J. McHugh, P.;Hauser,
Mackall, F, Gockerman a.nd
Rudolph

ThQ rollowing names are inscribed
upon the honor roll of those killed
in serylce Sergt. . J. Boyle, | A;
Schultz;” K. Bartecki, A.' Reimer]
L. Jaswiecki, W. Bather, H. Dowell
H. Mossbrugger, W, Kress, 'C, Mc-
Guire, W, Reed, W. Martin and G.j
Zientara.
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P1ctured ‘above is the pistol range of the Toledo police depart- ¢
ment at Bay View park where the state revolver and pistol shoot will
be held Sunday, Aug. 27. Inset is Inspector Joseph Delehaunty who
was mainly responsible for the construction of the range and who is
working hard towards making the state shoot a success again this
year. B Awe

Police Pistol Range Rated |
‘as Best in Country; State
- Shoot Booked Here Aug. 27|

BY LOU KLEWER : |
‘HE outdoor range of the Toledo Police department at Bay
L View park, where the annual Ohio revolver and pistol
chaznpwnshlps will be held Sunday, Aug. 27, is regarded as
the best of its kind in the country, and combmed with the
indoor range which has also been built there, gives the To-

edo police a combination that is not equalled any p}ace else

n the United States.

The range was started in 1922 durmg the admlnlstratmnlf'
when Gilson Light was safetyr :

»f Mayor Bernard Brough and

lirector and Harry Jennings

thief of police. HL ag

The Toledo policemen ha(’i’wbeen
ziven some revolver instruction in
‘he old Armory but conditions there
were far from being satisfactory so
8 e;mference was held, the welfare
department of the city donated a
Bay View park to the po-
{ partment.'for range purposes
and TInspector- Joseph D ehaun
was put in charge of the construc
tion of the affair. 3

The mspector had httla to wcrk
w1th as far as money, material
and labor was concerned. He got
busy, however, visited numerous
contractors and obtained donatipns |.
in the form of sand, cement, stone
and other materials and then he
and ‘many of the men under him
pitched in and went to work on the |
wall. )

The stone work of the wall back

"]

of the pits weighs more than 1,700

tons a,nd consists mostly of the old
Huron street paving. The construc-
tion of the modern, up to date pits
for the target markers also proved
to be quite an wundertaking but

these, too, were constructed and in ||

September, 1923, the range was for-
mally dedicated.

© The lodge at the range, built
by members of the police depart-
ment and of materials donated

Toledn busmess ‘men, was

ment and this was beautified with

the courtesy of the Greening
Nursery company and other con-
cerns and now the range is some-
thing in which the police depart-
ment takes a lot of pride.

Police and military teams from

|all parts of the country have taken
part in the state shoot at this

‘range and this year quite a num-
ber of teams from Mlchlgan, Ohio

expected to compete for the prizes.
 Lieut. Harry Sobel of the officers
Delehaunty and Gene Mitchell of

tional Rifle association in putting
the shoot over again this year.- .

4‘,fter the lodge was. complet‘
department got an aﬂdltw

nilt w"hout a bluepmnt under' |

60 feet of ground on each side of'-,
the range from the park depart- |

roses and various shrubs through

and Indiana, as well as some mili- |
tary teams from Camp Perry, are |

reserve and Lieut. Spike Hennes- |
sey are working with Inspector |

‘the police department of the Na-.
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you call him an author.

former. inspector.- of police
and now chief deputy in the
office of Sheriff James
O'Reilly. -“The book is “Know
Your Profession, A Guide for
Police Officers.”

Deputy Delehaunty: Has been in-
formed by the McManus ,Troup
:Co., his publisher, that thé book]
has been ordered by Internationfl]
Booksellers, Ltd., Shanghai, China:
Previously it had been translated
into Spanish, and is now in use
in ‘the police department of Buenos
Aires, And several large American
cities, among them Atlanta, Ga.,
;have requested copies of the work
‘for use as reference books in their;
i police ' departments. Many Ohio]
sheriffs have equipped their staffs
‘with 'the manual.

- Wherever a community is gov-

erned by Roman law or by any of
the descendants of Roman law,
under which head comes the Eng-
Ixsh common law, its police depart-
ment can use the book to advan-
“tage, the chief deputy believes. As
to the adequacy af such a book in
China, he is skeptical. Chinese law]
is._another matter entirely, and
penalties under it are much more
severe than those permitted in
most | occldental countries, he as-
serts.” ‘He doubts his book will be
anything more than a commentary
on contemporary American law
forcement to Chinese readers.
. The book, as its title implies
contains the information about
legal procedure which is necessary
to an efficient police officer. It
lis designed to prevent police - of -
‘ficers from making blunders in the
desxgnation of criminal - offenses
.and in the making of arrests.

Times 10435

He is Joseph _Delehéunf:?,’;

Also survwmg ar§ “a__brother,
John, Traverse Cxty . Mich,, and
gra.ndchxldren, W1lllam J.. Ray-

.mond, Alex J., Mary ‘Ann’ and Pa-
itricia Sheahan,
{Delaney.

and Mrs. Exleen

\Servxces will be a9 am Thursr

Y in the residence and at 9:3¢ in
Rosary Cathedral, Bunal will® be
in €alvary Cemetery. s -

w. J. DELEHAUNTY
Police academy foun%er
k)

William Joseph (Joe) Deleha
former pohce inspector who w;as
instrumental in the development of
the Toledo police uniformed diviv
sion, died yesterday afternoon inj
St. Vincent's Hospital. He was 75,
and had been ill a month, R

Mr. Delehaunty was founder of]
the Toledo * Police Academy; the
training school where the ‘city'g
new patrolmen learn law enforce
ment, and of the police pistol mngee.é

His work in founding the rang
was honored at a ceremony in 1928
‘when a large portrait of him was
hung in the range clubhouse. _ .

He was the author of “Know
Your Profession,” a textbook on
police work which was. used’widely
in the United Staftes and was trans-
lated into Spamsh for use in Sout}t
America.

A native of Toledo, Mr.,. Dele-

division in 1898. Rising to inspector

by 1920, he held ‘every position in

the umformed ranks mcludmv the

of . actmg chief. i

‘He was credited with mamtam

ing - discipline through changin;

admmmtratxons and took an active

- part in organizing members of the

force to protect themselves ag‘amst
ohhcs E

““In 1934 he retu'ed from the polme

djvision on pension to become chief|

sheriff’s deputy under Sheriff

James M. O'Reilly and- served in

that capaclty through 1940, when

N Sheriff O'Reilly was defeated for

re-¢lection.

Mr. Delehaunty was a past grand, /

knight of Toledo Council, Knights \\

of Columbus, and a member of the, =

Knights of Equity and and Holy

Name Society of Rosary Cathedral.

He made his home with his daugh-

ter, Mrs. Raymond J. Sheahan,

2411 Scottwood Ave.
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‘moted to sergeant March 1, 1908;

become chief deputy under former

'
e
¢

ImEs
William = Delehaunty
Served From 1898
~ Until 1935 '

- William J. (Joe) Delehaunty, 75,
city police inspector from 1920 to
1985, died yesterday afternoon in St.
Vincent’s Hoospital after a month's
illness. -
Mr. Delehaunty, who lived with
his daughter, Mrs..Ray Sheahan,
2411 Scottwood Ave., was admitted
to the hospital Oet. 12. :
;A lifelong resident of Toledo, Mr.

Delehaunty wa sa brick mason be- |

fore his appointment to the Police
Divigion July 2, 1898. He was pro-

lieutenant May 1, 1917; captain Jan.
31, 1918, and inspector of the uni-
formed division Dec. 16, 1920.

Served as Deputy
"In 1935 he retired on pension to

Sheriff James M. O'Reilly, serving

7 |in this capacity until 1938, when the

sheriff was defeated for re-election.
~ Mr. Delehaunty, instrumental in
development of the Police Division,
founded the Toledo Police Academy
for training of young patrolmen,
and the police pistol range in Bay
View Park.

The former inspector often spoke
publicly on juvenile delinquency.
and crime preventjon. He was au-|
thor of a police handbook, “Know
Your Profession,” which was used
by police in many sections of the
country and in South America.

©+ “Active in K. of C.

Mr. Delehaunty was past grand
knight of Toledo Council, Knights
of Columbus, and also was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Equity and
the Holy Name Society of Rosary
Cathedral. ‘ o .

Surviving, besides his daughter,
are a brother, John Delehaunty,
Traverse City, Mich.; six grandchil-
dren and a great-granddaughter.

Services will be Thursday at 9:30
p. 'm. in Rosary Cathedral. The
body will be in the residence where
members of the Holy Name Society
of the Cathedral will recite the
Rosary tomorrow at 7:45' p. m,
Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery..

WILLIAM J. DELEHAU
T:ymes 16~ 2897
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Police Of 3 Nations
Enfer Pistol Shoof

200 Will Comp ete
At Bay View ange

The best police pistol shots in the
United States, Canada and Mexico
will participate in the 9th interna-
tional police combat pistol matches
in Toledo tomorrow amd Sunday,
Inspector Charles Roth of the To-
ledo police department, announced
today.

Two hundred entries have been
received from 160 cities in the three
nations. The shoot which will be on
the pistol range inBay View Park,
under the sponsorship of the To-
ledo police department, will begin
both days at 9 am. _

There will be four events—bull’s-
eve shooting; shooting at a “run-
ning man,” zigzag and draw, and a
motorized rodeo, Inspector Roth
said.

Ten awards, with a gold medal
for first prize, will be given. The
present champion, Sergt. George
LeMaster of the Detroit police de-
partment, will participate.
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Range conrinuveo

YOU TRIED A

o i et ]
Sgt. William Knitts watches for
ddenly in door and window.

i ok away! Gaby glides.on FROM CONTROL BOOTH Inspector Charles Roth, who
dor instantly, is gentle to skin.

No dri ; devised range, raises target connected to booth by wires. to appear
. No drippy spray! ‘

tion all day! New Gaby formula
hexachiorophene and chloro-

for active men and women. FROM BUMPING AUTOMOBILE a

at one of tar

are taught not to rest arm on w or lean back

nds. in seat but to plant feet on floor and pivot on buttocks.

7,
ORANT STICK

XACHLOROPHENE
D CHLOROPHYLL

by “TWIN-PACK", get 2 regular
oniy 98¢! (Offer for limited

Available in Canada

3rd, 6th,
5 OF GABY SUNTAN LOTION

10th from left—taxpayer was hit once (2nd line from left)




HE FILM, PATROLMAN CLIFFORD WARNER CUTS LOOSE WITH HIS .38

A TARGET WHICH RISES SO FAST THAT IT BLURSON T ON THE TOLEDO RANGE

LEARNING TO FEEL AT HOME ON RANGE

ump up all over on Toledo pistol course to put policemen through a realistic crook chase

as if they were criminals stalking him. In 10 seconds the
cop must spot the target, draw and fire. In other tests a
policeman fires from a moving auto, blasts at targets rac-
ing amongst “‘taxpayers’ (next page). So successful is
the course that since it was opened in 1940, Toledo police
boast, they have never failed to bring down an actual target.

A workout at an ordinary pistol range, which gives a police-
“man all the time in the world to aim and fire at a still target,
bears little resemblance to a cop actually chasing a crook.
In Toledo, Ohio police practice at a range that provides
startling realism with a variation on skeet shooting. As a
' cop steals through woods, chostly frames pop up (above)

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 67
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Gas Shell
Hurts Boy On

Police Range

Treated In Hospital
For Eye Irritation
After Drill At Park

A 4-year-old boy was treated
for eye Irritation yesterday
after playing with an unexplod-
ed tear pas shell he found at
the police pistol range near
Bay View Park

Thomas Binder, son of Mr
and Mrs Richard Binder, 414
Branbury Rd., was trealed in
Riverside Hospital. Gas appar-
ently seeped { rom the shell
while he was holding il. police
sad.

The boy, with his brothers,
Richard, 7, and James, 8, were
believed to have wandered
from the park onto the pistol
range and found the shell near
a trash container, according to
Patrolmen Roberi Lovett and
George Sackman.

The patrolmen said there
were 2] other canister and shell-
ivpe gas devices near the con-
{ainer All were taken to the
police armory

The shells and grenades were
duds which had failed to ex-
plode during a demanstration
conducted at the range Friday
bv Federal Laboratories, Inc,,
for Toledo and area police, ac-
cording to Capt. Merle Gladi-
«ux, in charge of t he range.
They had been gathered up and
placed at the trash can for re-
moval today, he said.

The entire range area is post-
ed with warning signs and the
place where Lhe unexploded
shells were placed is off-limits
.even to police, the captain said.
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THIS ISN'T a genie, Il's a
demonstration to show how
police would use a smoke
bomb (o cover their deploy-
ment if engaged in a gun bat-
tle. Incidentally, in a real
test, you wouldn't see the
policeman’s head, either. The
show was f[or Toledo and
arca police at the police pis-
tol range off Summit Street.
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Another 13 Years

-
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‘Bay View Recreation Area Believed Still Long Time Away

Alter the planning will come|for state watercraft and federal|in the way of money.”’
the major task of financing the|beautification funds. Until the planning is com-

redevelopment. Mr, Wiersma| He said that no plans have Eﬁ‘ﬂ" ““ti ;::: Ei?ﬁé’ﬁl‘:,ﬂm‘ﬁﬁf
said that while the project does|been made for financing since have tg make d'u with what the

not qualify for cutside planning|“we don't know for sure what|. ...' -ow offers.
assistance he sees no reason|we're going to have in the area

; Attempt To Begin Implementing Plan
; Was Thwarted Earlier This Year

g By AL GOLDBERG
-~ Blade Stall Wriler

b For more years than most care to remember, it has been : : .
| the dream of many Toledoans lo redevelop the Bay View basin, why the work would not qualify|and what we're going to need Turn to Page 8, Col, 1

where the Maumee River meets the bay, as a water regreation _ : R L R % R M Mgy R RN 2

el |

| showplace.
b Since 1954, there have been at least three official cily plans

for the redevelopment, Still, the : _
city is not much closer to start-| begin implementing the plan was

h

S

€|ing work on the showplace than|thwarted earlier this year when |
yjit was then. And it could beljt was found that planning for

another 13 years—or more—be-fyha nrgiect doesn't qualify for
é|fore o first spade of dirl Is Iedn:-tl'jal ji:ﬂ.:autificaliiun':llt.md;Ir

r|turned.
A $15,000 expenditure for an

S| The latest “idea plan,” de- ;
veloped in 194 by Vernon|cngineering study on the plan’s

*|Wiersma, city parks commis-|feasibility was removed from
sloner, is a composite of the the EEPI.IEI imPl'ﬂ'i’EmEﬂtS hudget
carlier plans and sits in a desk [approved by City Council several
I in his oftice. weeks ago, but lhﬁ city's $7,500
i o propst takes 1 ey Fe Vi pmrprined. 40 2
d{View Drk, Detwiler Marsh, |poeeq for the study is not ex
1-|Cullen Bark, and a large man-|pooeq pefore next year's capi-

t-|made island now being formed |y improvements allocations, al- S s
in the bay with dredged river . : =Rt Creie
Y lnottom, ¥ though Mr. Wiersma noted that y, iy Ay ON CULLEN PARK DIKE ONCE WAS WIDE ENOUGH FOR CAR

it could be appropriated any ;
The only attempt to date to|time Council desires, Overgrown area ut right ‘has jilled in since dike was cgmpleted in 1961

SEC. A, PAGE 8 -THE BLADE: TOLEDO, OHIO, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1967 —

CULLEN [PARW, SMALL BOAT RACING
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Bay View Project Still In Future

Continued from First Page

Many feel that this is next to
nothing. They point out:

» Bay View Park is cut up,
particularly t he golf course,
because of additional 1and
needed for the city's sewage
freatment facility, Mr. Wiers-
ma says this situation will get
worse after February when
total needs for the expanded
sewage facilities are known.

» Detiler Marsh sits idle, a
large part of it housing pils
for sludge pumped from the
existing sewage treatment
plant across Summit Street in
Bay View Park.

» The man-made island,
originally scheduled to be at
its desired size in 1964, will
be at least two more years in
the process, according to the
army corps of engineers.

» Cullen Park, just north of
Bay View Park, is the only
one of the five arcas where a
conscious recreational rede-
velopment effort has been
made in recent years.

Councilman Harry Kessler is
one who feels not enough was
done. He said he feels the $300,-
000 spent six years ago by the
city and Toledo-Lucas County
Port Authorily to develop the
park was wasted.

Three of the major projects
in the Cullen improvement were
the building of two public boat
launching marinas, dredging a
six-foot-deep channel from the
marinas to the main ship chan-
nel in Maumee Bay, and con-
struction of a dike from shore
to Squadron Island. an existing
island about 3,000 [eet into the
bay.

Mr. Kessler contends that the
channel has filled in to a point
where it may make the marinas
useless in a few years and that
the dike has eroded to a poinl
where it is next to useless,

To make matters worse, rec-
ords show that the city still
owes $138.000 on the principal
and $47.500 in interest on its
$150.000 share of the cost.

Poor Planning Blamed

Mr. Kessler, in part, blames
poor planning at the time the
Cullen development was made.

Mr. Kessler says that for as
little as $4.000 or $5.000 and a
little effort the area can be
made much more scenic and
useful to a great many more
people immediately. :

Granting that no major proj-
ects should be undertaken in
view of the expected redevelop-
ment, residents call for seeding,
grading, mowing, pruning,
spraying, gravel filling, and po-
licing.

Lack of water circulation at
the small b o a t marinas and
through the dike are blamed for
the silting. Boaters say the
camps would be uscless if the
water table were to drop.

What has happened is that
sill and rocks churned up by
the current and by passing
ocean ships, have settled in the
inlet and against the man-made
dike The experis note that some
sort of provision for circulation
of the water—possibly bridged
gaps in the dike or pipes through
it at the hottom - could have
eliminated or greatly reduced
the filhing.

A year before the Cullen im-
provements were undertaken,
enginecrs pointed out the need
for openings in the dike to al-
low for water movement and
Point Place residents sought the
same openings for small boat
access.

The water table which now
is nearly two feet above normal,
usually shifts in seven-year cy-
cles. Il has been high for two
or three years, and many per-
sons say that when the cycle
reverses, the water will be too
Jlow for safe buat launching.

Redredging of the small boat
channels is not advised unless
proviston is made for circula-
tion of the water to prevent re-
fillng. This is seen by most
persons as too hig a project [n
view of the upcoming redevelop-
ment.

Mr. Wiersma said that some
redredging is planned for the
future as a part ot the redevel-
opment plan.

Dike Use Defended

The parks commissioner ad-
mitted that the dike to Squad-
ron Island has deteriorated but
adds that it 15 adequate for use
by fishermen. He contends this

CoAST GUARD 1:-1'.>

g ©
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Island, which was envisioned by
most as a picnic area. There
are no tables or other facilities
on the island.

The dike was wide enough at
first to carry a car to the is-
land, But spring floods a few
years ago covered it. When the
waters receded, the pathway in
the center was, for the most
part, washed away, rutted, and
no wider than a narrow bicycle
path.

Fishermen can, and do, use
the upriver side of the dike. On
the downriver side, however,
this is impossible because of
thick underbrush. It is a breed-
ing area for mosquitoes.

Mr. Wiersma said engincer-
ing estimates for repair of the
dike, including provision for
water circulation, are between
$10.000 and $15.000. He said It
would be an unwise expenditure
until development plans are
complete,

The other area for which stop-
gap measures are proposed is
in Bay View Park behind the
U.S, Coast Guard station and
Bay View and Toledo Yacht
Clubs. Most people call it Coast
Guard Point.

Generally the temporary im-
provements proposed are the
same for Cullen Park.

Shoreline Overgrown

The shoreline is overgrown
with brush and rocks, cutting off
in large part what could be an
excellent view of Presque Isle
port facilities across the river.
Litter abounds, trees need
pruning, the area is infested
with insects, a parking lot is
dusty and deeply rutted, and
the rear of the coast guard sta-
tion looks worse than some of
the junkyards Mrs. Lyndon John-
son’s highway beautification pro-
gram is trying to conceal from
view.

There are no picnic tables,
waste cans, or children’s recre-
ational facilities—all items the|
city has available.

In 1960, the city obtained an
$81.000 estimate for converting
the point into a picnic area.
This never was done, and users
complain all the city has done
since is cut the weeds.

Leveling Suggested

Many say the area should be
leveled and the shoreline
cleared. They contend that
mounds of dirt from wet ex-
cavation placed there in 1956
afford no view of the bay and
the shoreline is too overgrown
to be uiilized much for fishing.
Coast Guard Point is used
now only by a few fishermen
by day and as a lover's lane at
night.

Mr. Wiersma said his office
recognizes the need for some
improvement in the area and
points to a $10.800 joint federal
and city expenditure in the capi-
tal improvements budget for
reforesting the area and build-
ing a new parking lot.

Immediate plans call for clos-
ing off part of the road around
Coast Guard Point, This will
end iraific at the parking lot,
causing it to exit the same way
it entered.

The reforestation is another
matter. The parks cvommis-
sioner explained that his divi-
sion recognizes the neced for
replacement of numerous wil-
low and cottonwooed trees in the
area. But he suid it would be
foolish to replace them until
future plans are known.

The plan lists picnic facilities
and port observation sites for
the area, but Mr. Wiersma ex-
plained that more recent think-
ing calls for expanding the Bay
View goli course into that scenic
area.

A final decision could come
after next February, Mr. Wiers-
ma said, when it will be known
how much more of the golf
course may have to go for sew-
age facilities.

Kessler Opposed

Extending the goll course into
Coast Guard Puint is another
point of contention by Mr
Kessler. He said he feels that
it should be built across Sum-
mit Street in Detwiler Marsh
and that the present golf course
and Coast Guard Point be put
to better recreational use for a
greater percentage of the peo-

le.

5 Coast Guard Poeint, he admits,
would make a beautiful golfing
area, bult because of its beauty

he is against restricling its use

15 its primary use unul the avea|to gulfers. 1

is redeveluped.

Many disagree, contending an
equally important use of the
dike was access to Squadren

The redevelupment proposal
envisions widening the dike intw
a causeway to connect the main-

land at Cullen Park with the Is-
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land. A similar causeway would
link Lost Peninsula to the north-
ern end of the Kkidney-shaped
island, which would be about
10.000 feet long and 2.000 fo
3,000 feet wide when completed.

Dredgings that make up the
island are obtained by the corps
of engincers as they maintain
the main ship channel at 27 feet
"depth.

The dike off Cullen Park that
is now in such disrepair would
be widened enough, if the plan
were adopted, to support an ad-
ministration building for the
entire Bay View basin.

Other boat launching facili-
ties might be built in the area,
Mr. Wiersma said.

Added in the launching area
in the inlet that runs between
Cullen Park and Coast Guard
Point would be a hoat rental
center and a large marina dock
for private boat storage.

New Island Key Point

The major development of the

area encompasses the man-
made island.
This includes a restaurant
and boatel (a motel for visiting
boaters, complete with free
docking facilities). In this com-
plex would be a large swim-
ming pool, an unfortunate nec-|;
essity in an area surrounded by
water that is polluted.

The hope is that the lake
eventually can be cleaned up
so swimming again is possible.
For that reason, three _5and
beaches are included in the|’
complex—two on the man-made
island and one on Lost Penin-
sula. The most optimistic est-
mate as to when water in the
bay would be safe for swim-
ming in 10 years.

A small airport planned for
the center of the island is in
line with a recommendation by
a San Francisco consulting firm
for a secondary airport north-
cast of the city.

Racing Course Included
Surrounding it would be na-,
ture trails and bridle paths,
picnic facilities next io a shore
fishing area, and the par 3 golf
course.

In the middle of the bay is-
land would be a small lake for
ice skating in winter and model
yacht sailing in summer. )
At the northern tip of the is-
land would be a camping area
abutting one of the sand
beaches. It is seen as a launch-
ing area for canoes. A concert
arca and athletic fields round
out ideas for the island.

To the north of the island and
east of Lost Peninsula would be
a triangular small boat and sail-
hoat racing course. This origi-
nally was plarned between the
man-made island and Point
Place until it was determined
the area is too shallow,

Mr. Wiersma's 1964 plan also
included development of Lost
Peninsula to the north, includ-
ing a causeway connector with
the island. But protests caused
this to be dropped.

Objections noted that the pen-
insula, being sought for pur-
chase by Toledo, has no land
access from Ohio and such a
causeway would have created
such access.

Mr. Wiersma, whose original
plan provided for a wildlife
refuge on Lost Peninsula, said
that approval of that compact
is likely next year and that re-
sultant development plans for
the area might bring about
some later changes in his plan.

Other Changes Scheduled

Recreational planning isn’t all
that's under way in the basin
area. Across the bay from the
man-made island and beyond
the Presque Isle port site, the
Port Authority is planning a
3,100 acre island of its own.

To be built on now submerged
land, it would be used for lake-
front docking for eight ships
and, hopefully, for industrial
development. It moved one step
closer to reality this year with
approval by the Ohio Legisla-
ture.

Back when Indians inhabited
the Bay View area, land specu-
lators—excited about the loca-
tion—bought a thriving Ottawa
Indian wvillage. Their thinking
was that it couldn’t miss becom-
ing a booming port.

Unfortunately for them the
channel was across the river—
now the Presque Isle site.

The location still excites most |
Toledvans and now it seems des-
tined, eventually, to reach the
putential those speculators saw
for it—if not as a port site, at,
least as a recreation site, [

The question is when,
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Toledo Blade - Dec 13, 1970

Police Pistol Range Restoration Urged

To the Editor of The Blade:

In 1923, Inspeclor Joseph
Delehanty, head of the uni-
form branch of the Toledo Po-
lice Division, realizing the in-
consistency of police officers,
while on duly, carrying guns
of all deseriptions, prevailed
upon the administration to fur-
nish the officers with the best
revolvers available. This is
still the practice loday. Rea-
lizing the danger of having un-
trained men being called upon
{o use these weapons. he ac-
quired an unused parl of Bay
View Park to converl mnlo a
training facility. He, with oth-
er artisans within the division,
built what was to become Lhe
finest revolver range in the
countiry.

* * *

In 1037, Maj. Charles Roth
was appointed head of tramn-
ing and personnel within the
police division, Il was under
his supervision that inno-
vations in [ircarms (raining
were placed in operation.
These new facilities were giv-
en worldwide publicity
through a feature article in
Life magazine. Fox Movietone
filmed a 1,000-foof newsreel.
Representatives of [ederal,
state, and cily law enforce-
ment groups came here 1o ob-
tain information so that they
might in {urn improve the
training of the men in their di-
vision. World champion shoot-
ors. having gone through this
training program (o betler fa-
miliarize themselves with the
benelits  derived therefrom,
were some of the greatesl
proponents of our lraining,
whieh simulates the problems
of the officer where the use of
weapons are necessary cither
in self-defense or in the appre-
hensions of felons.

Continuous criminal activi-
ly, tho recent bank robbery
being an example, points to
the logic of having well-
trained officers proficient in
the use of fircarms. Their ac-
tion speaks well {or the train-
ing they received. Believing in
the old adoge, “practice
makes perfeel,” the chief has

issued a standing order that
every officer, from a captain
on down, must engage annual-
ly in firearms training ex-
ercises. The officers receive
their instruction under the su-
pervision of qualified stalf
members of the police acade-
my.

Up to and including 1969,
our officers had the opportuni-
ly to use the complete facil-
ities of the range. At that time
there were mnine different
phases available to train the
men for conditional situations.
In 1970 the range was prac-
lically inoperable. Someone
had sold the city fathers on
the concepl that recrcational
facilities at Bay View Park
were more important than the
fircarms training of police.
During the winter the shotgun
range and the anatomical tar-
get fell victims to the bull-
dozer blade of the contractor
constructing the golf course in
Detwiler Marsh. This summer
the threce ranges [acing ihe
new swimming pool complex
along 290th Street had to be
abandoned. The course where
officers receive their training
in shooting from the police ve-
hicle also had to be dis-
continued. I feel that the deci-
sion to eliminate the range at
its present location was ill-ad-
vised.

* * *

Thirly years ago a con-
tractor figured that to dupli-
cate this range, so that other
comimunities could train their
officers in like manner, would
entail an expenditure of at
least $225.000. This is what the
cily received with no cash oul-
lay but only the setting aside
of the grounds. This was done
in 1937 by authorization of the
city manager. In the opinion
of the writer there is no rea-
son why the present safety
mounds could not be suf-
ficiently raised and the whole
area enclosed with a chan-
linked fence at a fraction of
the cost of replacement. This
would permit the normal oper-
ations to continue as they
have since 1937,

A proposal has been made

to construct a range at the To-
ledo Express Airport. Space
does not permit explanations
of the problems arising there-
from. Suffice to say they are
many, the greatest of which is
the matter of finances, A mod-
ern range with the same facil-
ities which were incorporated
in the present range, accord-
ing lo current estimates,
would cost more than a mil-
lion dollars as additional land
would have to be acquired.
The safely direclor has
slated that we will continue to
use the range at Bay View
Park uniil new facilities are
available. Since only a part of
the training can be carried out
under existing circumstances,
officers are heing deprived of
arlequate training. Beyond
this, with the new golf course
to be placed in operation In
the summer of 1971, there ex-
ists the probability that pres-
sure will be exerted lo close
the present range at that time.

I have no quarrel with rec-
reation, but I feel that here we
have an example of being
“penny wise and pound fool-
ish."

* * *

It matters little how well-
grounded the officer may be
in the basic fundamentals of
revolver or shotgun shooting,
if he is denied the opportunity
to practice, it may result in an
injury to an innocent person.
This is one of the hazards of
living in any large commu-
nity, bul there is no need to
conlribute to this danger by
fatling (o provide a sufficient
firearms training facility.

The record of the Toledo po-
lice division, as il relates to
safety in the use of firearms,
is good and we desire to keep
it that way. It's time for the
administration to stop drag-
ging its feet. A matter as im-
portant as this needs more
than the lip-service which has
been paid to it up to the
present Lime.

CAPT. MERLE A,
GLADIEUX,

Director of Training,
Toledo Police Academy.
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Police Moving
Pistol Practice

Leaving Bay View
For Indoor Site

Toledo police will move their
pistol practicing to the base-
ment range in the federal build-
ing on Summil Streel starling
Monday, Chief Robert Duck an-
nounced today.

The shift from the ouldoor

range al Bayview Park resulls
from encroachment of such rec-
'reatton as golf and swimming, it
| was indicated.
. The General Services Admin-
istration, which controls the fed-
eral building, has approved use
of the pistol range duily from 8
am. to midmght, except trom
2:30 to 4 p.m. wnen it will be
used by other agencics.

Capt. Edward Sobczak is in
charge of the new program, and
Sgts Kevin Wendt, FFred Freer,
and William Kolinski have been
assignetl full time to supervision
of the new range.

All 714 members of the po-
lice division will be required to !
participale four Limes a year.

Chmel Duck’'s order now re-
quires that every policeman lire
60 rounds of ammumition every
three months, the hiring hmited
to service revolvers.
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Temporary Police Range
Sought At Hoffman Site

Plan Calls For Firing Area On Section
Of Landfill That Won’t Be Used For Time

A portion of the Hoffman Road landfill site in North Toledo
will be used as a temporary pistol range for Toledo policemen
under a proposal by the city administration,

The outdoor range is to be located in a part of the 262-acre
site that will not be used for waste disposal for several years.

Donald Shanteau, safety direc-
tor, said the range should be
ready next spring and be avail-
able three to five years.

City Council’s committee of
the whole will be asked Tuesday
to earmark $20.000 from the cap-
ital improvements fund for con-
struction of the range. The work
includes mounding of earth be-
hind the target area. a hard-sur-
face parking lot, and a tempora-
ry range office.

Called Unsatisfactory

Toledo police now take pistol
practice at the FBI range in the
basement of the Federal Builg-

ing on Summit Street and also
are permitted limited use of an
outdoor range owned by the
Adams Conservation Club.

The arrangement has been un-
setisfactory and has not pro-
vided sufficient firing time. Mr.
Shanteau said, When Toledo po-
lice have their own range, a fir-
ing curriculum will be estab-
lished to provide adequate train-
ing, he said.

Mr. Shanteau said the Moff-
man Road site was seclected be-
cause of its relative isolation.

The landfill operation is
scheduled to begin next spring.
A few homes on which acquisi-
tion is pending may still be oc-
cupied. but the range will not be
near them, Mr. Shanteau =said.

In The City

Other sites were investigated,
but most were in outlving areas
with potential for residential de-
velopment and thus were ex-
pensive, Mr. Shanteau said. The
Hoffman Road site also is pre-
ferred because it is in the city
and requires relatively short
travel distances for police.

No decision has been made on
4 permanent site, but one possi-
bility is the Dura landfill, Mr.
Shanteau said. It also is rela-
tively isolated, unsuitable for
most uses, and appears to be the
only logical site within the city,
he said.

The Dura site currently is
being used for disposal of waste
from the city's refuse collection.
This operation is to cease when!
the Hoffman road disposal area
1 is opened. -
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Police Plan Memorial

Patrolman’s Death
On Duty Recalled

A little more than eight years ago,
William Albert Miscannon became the
27th Toledo policeman killed in the line
of duty when he was shot in the head as
he sat in his patrol wagon at Junction
Avenue and Dorr Streel.

Patrolman Miscannon, 33, left behind
a wile and four children.

An effort is now under way lo make
sure that other Toledoans, in addition to
family members, remember him and
the 26 other police officers.

The Toledo Police Memorial Fund
Committee hopes to raise enough money
in the next two months to commission a
memorial sculpture to be placed in the
Civic Center Sculpture Garden.

“Those who pass it can pay tribute to

the policemen who have given their |

lives for the community,” Patrolman
Harry Broadway, committee chairman,
said.

Earlier Memorial Torn Down

An earlier memorial, built in the
1920s near the former police firing

is “probably a pgood year down the
road,” Patrolman Broadway said that
the first step is to collect enough money
so that models of proposed sculptures
can be bwlt,

Space In Sculture Garden

The design review board of the Arts
Commission must approve the final pro-
posal, and will assign the space in the
sculpture garden.

Police officers will be able to con-
tribute to the memorial fund through
payroll deductions. Patrolman Broad-
way said the committee is asking each
to contribute $12 in 1979,

The public can send contributions to
any branch of the People’s Savings As-
sociation in an envelope addressed to
the Toledo Police Memorial Fund.

range in Detwiler Park, was torn down -

when the Detwiler Golf Course was de-

veloped. Like the earlier version, the &

new memorial will show the names of
the fallen policemen on engraved pla-
ques, Patrolman Broadway said.

“It will be a reminder to policemen
who pass it every day that ‘You have to
be careful, because you could become a
name on that (plaque).’ "

The votes of Toledo policemen will
decide what form the sculpture will
take, subject to the approval of the Arts
Commussion of Greater Toledo, which 1s
to oversee development of the sculpture
garden.

Patrolman Broadway said he expects
the sculpture to be one which would not
seem out of date in a few years.

“It isn't going to be a horse with a
guy’s boots backward, or something like
that,” he said.

Patrolman Broadway has been work-
ing on the project for several months
He said he has the backing of Police
Chief Walter Scoble, the Toledo Police
Patrolmen’s Association, and Sgt
Thomas Purcell, president of the Toledo
Police Command Officers Association.

Although actual work on the project

FORMER TOLEDO POLICE MEMORIAL
Now parking lot at Detwiler Golf Course

= Biade Fholo
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Police To Get New Training
Academy, Indoor Pistol Range

By MIKE BARTELL
Blade Stalt Writer

It will be a busy year for Toledo
police.

In addition to officers’ normal
dally duties — some routine and
some not so routine, they also can
expect to be assigned some addition-
Al tasks,

There will be numerous special
events like the city's popular Par-
ties-in-the-Park, weeﬁend ethnic
and cultural festivals, and the
planned three-day Fourth of July
celebration,

And there will be pandas and
presidential candidates to protect,
while giving assistance to those who
?ﬂsh to see them in the flesh and the

ur.

While the policeman on the beat
can expect to be busy, so will those
who administer the city's largest
division.

Chief Marti Felker, who took over
command of the division about six
months ago, might consider doffing
his dark blue police headgear in
{lavor of a yellow construction hard

ats.

The division, after many months
of controversy, will move its police
academy and begin construction of
an indoor firing range at the Univer-
sity of Toledo’s Scott Park campus.

But before the move can take
place and construction can begin,
the city must finalize its negotia-
tions with the university, hire an
architect for the firing range, and
have site plans drawn,

With the academy move to the
university's community and techni-
cal college campus, it will be awhile
before the first shots are fired at the
range.

Chief Felker said that he hopes
construction of the range can begin
sometime late this spring, with oc-
cupancy tentatively slated for a
year later.

Meanwhile, the chief hopes that
he can get an extension of plans to
move the division's existing outdoor
firing range from a site near the
Hoffman Road landfill. The division
has to move from the site because of
anticipated landfill expansion.

- The division has been told that it
has to move off the Hoffman Road
site by late spring or early summer,
but the chief will request that the
move be delayed to late summer or
early fall to allow officers to com-
plete their required semi-annual
firearms qualifications.

And if overseeing construction of
the firing range complex is not

enough, the ehief also will supervise
the installation of a new communi-
cations system,

Requirements for the new multi-
channel, highly sophisticated system
will necessitate moving the divison's
communications section from the
Police and Fire Alarm Building, at
Erie and Orange streets, into tempo-
rary quarters on the first-floor of
the Safety Building.

Once the Police and Fire Alarm
Building has been renovated and the
new communications system in-

stalled, the eommunications sectiol
v will move back to its refurbishe
quarters,

To assist fulfilling the division’
manpower needs, a 35-membe
class will graduate from the acade
my in March. The class will brinj
the division's strength to 743 -~
seven fewer than its authorize
strength of 750.

Chief Felker sald that he hope
that another class will be appointe:

?uﬂmtlme late this summer or earl)
all.

= Blade Photo By Don Straver

RETURNED TO DUTY: Fox, with Toledo police officer Jim Brown
astride, no doubt hopes that 1988 is better than 1987. Fox was in-
jured last Nov. 17, when it was struck by a school bus on Summit
Street. The horse recently was returned to duty. Officer Gregory
Smith, who also was injured, is back on duty, but he has not been
reassigned to the mounted patrol for medical reasons.” -
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Firing-range
rift impedes
nolice fraining

By NORRIS P. WEST

Blade Stall Wriler

Firearms practice is not easy for
Toledo police officers these days

It's too difficult to find a place
with targets.

“Very honestly, we've been beg-
ging, horrowing, and stealing any
[firing] range we can find," sad
Capt. Larry Armstrong, who super-
vises training for the police division.

The division’s training academy s
at Owens Technical College in Word
County, but the firing range there is
under construction. When it is com-
pleted, officers will have access to it
only eight hours a day — 16 hours
fewer than Captain Armstrong
would like.

Range at landfill closed

Officers had practiced theu
shooting at the Hoffman Road lan4
fill, but they were evicted when the
dump was expanded earlier thu
year.

“We've used the 180th Tactic.
Fighter Group range, the city o
Perrysburg, the National Guard Ar
mory on Crissey Road,” Captan
Armstrong said, “but none of tho
placr.-:.; meets the needs of the divi
sion.'

The division has been waiting fo
a new firing range and other tramn
ing facilities since Feb. 18, 1947
That is when city council agreed v
seek bids for construction of a poli-

Cost, location still debated

Instead, the project has been de-
layed by questions about costs and s
battle over where to locate the
academy: at the University of Tole
gn'shSmtt Park campus or Owens

ech.

The fight has raged despite coun-
cil's vote Jan. 12, 1988, to build the
academy at Scott Park. Supporters
of the Owens Tech site saw a chance
to reverse the decision when Coun-
cilman Russ Wozniak suggested that
council reconsider.

Council’s community safety, envi-
ronment, and development commut-
tee will hold a hearing on the 1ssue
in council chambers at 9 a.m. June 5
on Mayor Donna Owens’ proposal to
go with Owens Tech. The full coun-
cil will vote on the matter at its
June 6 meeting.

Five councilmen — Gene Cook.
Peter Ujvag, Jack Ford, Mr. Wez
niak, and Vice Mayor Mark Pietrv-
kowski — appear to support Scott
Park. The other four — Mayor Ow
ens and councilmen Judy Jones.
Max Reddish, and Eleanor Kahle
apparently back Owens Tech.

Considerations for council

Several issues figure into ther
positions. Should Toledo support «
city institution, or demonstrate 4
willingness to cooperate with the
suburbs? Should council choose the
cheaper Owens Tech proposal and
save taxpayers' money? And 15 Ow
ens Tech really less expensive, or
are the administration’s estimagss
wrong? :

Under Owens Tech's original pro-
posal, Toledo would have to spend
$2.2 million, compared to an esu-
mated $3.7 mullion at UT.

But the Owens Tech offer relivd
on a grant of $2.8 mullion it hopes v

Turn to Page 19, Col, 3

traiming academy, which at the time
was estimated to cost $8.8 million

Although city officials expected
the new academy to be completed n
a year, not one brick has been lad

Dispute over firing range impedes police training

Continued from Page 15

obtain from the Ohio Board of Re-
gents.

The state expects to receive more
than $1 billion in funding requests
from Ohio schools for 1990-91, said
Thomas Bay, assistant director of
capital planming for the, board of
regents.

“Only a fraction of those requests
will be granted,” said Mr. Bay, not-
ing that $357 million was granted
from more than $900 million in

But Councilman Jones countered
requests for the current biennium.
The Owens Tech bid would be “com-
peting with hundreds of millions of
dollars” in other requests, he said.

Jan Skunda, an Owens Tech
spokesman, said the amount of state
funding would not affect construc-
tion of an indoor firing range for
Toledo. She added that school offi-
cials "have every reason to believe
the state would look favorably upon
our request.”

The board will make its recom-
mendation to the General Assembly
and Governor Celeste in December,
Mr. Bay said, and the allocations
are not likely to be approved until
next spring.

Councilman Wozniak, who has
proposed renovating the Scott Park
shelterhouse for additional academy
classroom space, said Tuesday that
the city should push UT to also seek
state funding.

that council already has that com-

mitment from Owens Tech.

"I can't understand why, as Coun-
cilman Wozniak keeps sayine we
have to keep pressing the uni* er<ity
and pressing the umversity to gt
this facility when Owens Tech «s-
sentially, is pressing us to have a
complete, modern facility in pluce -
Mrs. Jones said.

She suggested that Mr. Wozni.ak
was influenced by UT supporters.
saying, I do think it's a matter of
getung in line politically.”
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Gene Fodor, retired Toledo police detective, had used the old pistol range throughout the final decade it was in operation,

Aiming for restoration

BY BLADE STAFF WRITER

Imagine a time when men didn't wear tacky
clothes, ride motorized carts, and chase little
balls around Detwiler Park.

Instead of teeing off from a driving range,
they fired weapons at a pistol range. They
wore neat, crisp blue uniforms, Nobody called
them duffers.

The old Toledo Police Combat Revolver
Range was a nationally recognized place
where officers learned to shoot from moving
cars and pick off a criminal in a crowd.

Life and Look magazines did feature arti-
cles about it. On June 30, 1923, while the
facility was under construction, a Toledo Dai-
ly Blade article described it as “a shooting
range that is expected to excel anything of its
kind in the United States.”

The range remained in operation through
1969, when bulldozers moved in to begin
construction of the Detwiler golf course and
swimming pool complex.

Now, police officers are trying to save the
last remnant; a dilapidated, sandstone brick
structure known as the Range House,

The preservation effort is spearheaded by
Karen Sue Martensen, president of Toledo's
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 40.

Ms. Martensen, a sergeant in the police
records bureau, said the building has potential
as a Point Place substation or as a meeting
site for senior citizens. Under Chief Gerald
Galvin, the department has moved toward a
more decentralized, neighborhood approach to
fighting crime.

The first order of business is replacing the
roof that has collapsed. Then plans will be
made to rewire the building and put in new
plumbing.

Ms Martensen is working with the Ohio
Historical Society to see whether the building

Police want
to keep house
for pistol range

could be placed on the National Register of
Historical Buildings. That would help keep it
from being demolished.

Maura Johnson, northwest Ohio coordinator
for the society, said the designation could
come within a year. If the application survives
an initial screening process, it would go to a
state advisory board, then to the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

“Though there's been a great deal of deteri-
oration there, the historical significance of it
may be enough to carry it,” she said.

Capt. Terry Schroder, of the police depart-
ment's field operations bureau, said the build-
ing has a lot of meaning.

He said police could get most of the project
done with donated labor and materials. "If we
restore it, we would do it with minimal
expense,” Captain Schroder said.

The city owns the building but has let it sit
idle.

Bob Burger, manager of the city’'s nuisance
abatement and demolition department, said
there were “some preliminary discussions”
about tearing down the Range House before
officials learned of its historical significance.
The building never made the demolition lList,
he said.

Rick May, manager of city real estate, said
the city received a written offer several weeks
ago from a Point Place resident who wanted
to raze the buwilding himself. The resident
wanted to salvage the unigue sandstone brick

for a house he was having built.

The brick originally was used to help pave
Water Street during the horse-and-buggy era,
Ms. Martensen said.

The resident's offer never went anywhere,
The city’s legal department, citing liability
concerns, won't allow residents to tear down
city buildings, Mr. Burger said.

Some city officials thought the building was
an eyesore that should be addressed, Mr. May
said. He said the restoration effort should kick
into gear if the building is to be saved.

The city cannot be aggressive about tearing
down private property until it decides what to
do with its own, he sald.

In its heyday, the pistol range was a one-of-
a-kind facility. Police officers from Europe,
Canada, and throughout the United States met
there for competitions, Ms. Martensen said.

Merle Gladieux, a police captain and direc-
tor of training at the Toledo Police Academy
when the pistol range was closed, wrote in a
1971 letter to The Blade that he thought the
decision was “ill-advised.”

The Range House is the only link oldtimers
have to the abandoned Detwiler facility, said
Gene Fodor, a retired Toledo police detective,
It was where officers had meetings, cleaned
their guns, and stored equipment.

Mr. Fodor joined the force in November,
1959, and used the range through its final
decade. He said the renovation effort goes
beyond sentimental fluff.

“You can't replicate history,” said Mr. Fo-
dor, who retired in 1987 and is vice president
of the Toledo Retired Police Officers Associa-
tion, an FOP trustee, and board member of
the Toledo Police Museum.

“Guys took a lot of pride in trying to hone
their marksman skills,” he said, "1f you didn't,
they let you know about it.”

— TOM HENRY
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Mark King puts plastic on the roof to protect the old shelterhouse in Detwiler Park,

Police group plans to fix
former pistol range house

BY ROBIN ERB
BLADE STAFF WRITER

In a nearly forgotten building
in a now-quiet park, red sand-
stone arches meet a tile and
marble floor and an enormous
brick fireplace remains surpris-
ingly solid and uncracked.

Cedar patchwork under the
entrance overhang is relatively
unblemished, though water,
snow, and ice have seeped
through for decades.

“This truly is a magnificent
building,” said Sgt. Karen Sue
Martensen, president of the
Toledo Police Historical Mu-
seum Association, Inc.

But the former Toledo police
range house at Detwiler Park is
in eritical need of repair. Sun-
light streams through gaping

holes in the rotting roof, provid-
ing the only light in the building
that long ago was boarded up
for safety.

The museum association, a
nonprofit organization, has
begun collecting funds for the
renovation of the building.

Earlier this week, the sounds
of hammering shattered the
chilly emptiness of the park as
Terry Mohn, a volunteer consul-
ting contractor, and Mark King,
an assistant, nailed down large
sheets of plastic over the roof.
The work is a stop-gap measure
to keep some of the moisture
out, Mr. Mohn said.

“It should help out at least
through the winter,” he said,
scrutinizing his work.

The structure, completed in
late 1924, was part of the nation-

ally-recognized Toledo Police
Combat Revolver Range for
years, It was erected, in part, by
police officers who volunteered
their time.

Local companies donated
most of the construction
materials to the project. Other
materials were recycled. The
brick was paving stone from
Huron Street, for example, and
the fence was shaped from re-
claimed stamping steel.

The cost to the city to con-
struct the range was less than
$6, according to reports at the
time.

But after several years as a
weapons training ground —
complete with spring-action
moving targets — the range

See RANGE Page 18 »
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was closed when the city began
planning the Detwiler Park golf
course. which eventually opened in
late 1969.

The range house, which is about
the size of a three-story garage,
was used as a temporary storage
facility for the city, but it, too, was
abandoned.

Last summer, Mr. Mohn and
Sergeant Martensen began haul-
ing out bags of garbage and leaves
that had collected hip-deep in
parts of the shelter. In doing so,
they uncovered the carefully-craf-
ted floor. discovered the fireplace,
and found that two rooms can
easily be updated to restrooms.

The structure itself — with a
wall made of a double laver of
brick and stone — is still solid, Mr.
Mohn said.

Still, it won't be cheap to reno-
vate. The cost Lo replace the roof is
probably $5,700, he said. There is

no estimate yet for running utili-
ties to the structure or renovating
the restrooms.

The goal, Mr. Mohn said, is to
tap into the community’s sense of
history and reopen the building at
virtually no cost.

They've finished Lhe first steps.
Decorative shingles already have
been donated by the Fred Christen
Co., the same company which had
donated target supplies to the
range house decades ago. Nearby
Treasure Cove Marina donated
about a dozen man-hours to the
project, helping to get the building
ready for the winter.

Sergeant Martensen said enthu-
siasm like that will help the police
historical group with its plans to
renovate the building into a meet-
ing house, a police sub-station, or
city offices.

The facility could be used as a
shelter house or picnic area for the
park during the busier summer
months, she said.

“It would be a shame to let it go
to waste,” she said.





