August , 1920, Toledo, Ohio

It was reported that residents in the area
of Franklin Avenue - Bancroft Street saw
Cowboy Hill and his cohorts in the early
part of August in 1920.




August 20, 1920, Toledo, Ohio

“Two masked men escaped

and e s&‘a»::
in a vault at the Ironville




August 20, 1920, Toledo, Ohio

“...shortly afterward a machine with two
men and two girls in it passed a Maumee
motor policeman near the Maumee
bridge. They were laughing and chatting
gaily when they passed him.

The machine drove to a gasoline station
at Wayne and Conant streets in Maumee.
The tank was filled and when it came time
to pay, the driver reached down intoa bag
of money at his feet and paid for it. The
bag was just like the ones used in banks.”



September 3, 1920, Toledo, Ohio

Officer Walter Kruse confronts four
members of The Cowboy Hill Gang.




September 3, 1920, Toledo, Ohio

At approximately 3 a.m. on this date, a
Toledo motorcycle patrolman by the name
of Walter Kruse observed a parked touring
car near 335 Vance Street, in.an area of
Toledo considered part of the red-light
district. According to police records of the
incident, this was soon after the robbery of
a silk shop in the 500 block of Madison
Avenue. Kruse watched as four occupants
of the car entered the house and then
decided to investigate. Officer Kruse
knocked on the door and entered the house
and subsequently came out with the four
men in front of him. Eyewitness accounts
seem to indicate he either had arrested
them or was about to arrest them.



September 3, 1920, Toledo, Ohio

A gunfight then broke out among the group
of men. Officer Kruse was obviously at a
serious disadvantage and was severely
wounded and. nearly died asa result of
injuries inflicted by one or more of the
gangsters. Kruse was able to return fire and
a blood trail at the scene of the shooting
indicated that he had wounded at least one
member of the gang. An investigation
revealed ‘that Archie Dennison was a
possible suspect in the attempt to kill
Patrolmen Kruse. The other three men were
not identified but were probably Red
McGahan, Cowboy Hill, and Joe Forrest.



September 14, 1920



Following the attack on Officer Kruse
the police received reports from the
residents in the Franklin Avenue area
regarding suspicious activity.

The activity seemed to be focused on
this particular apartment building.
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2220 Franklin Avenue, Toledo, Oh



There are contradictory stories
about how this residence was
identified as the headquarters
for the Cowboy Hill gang. One
story indicates that the police
received a tip on September 14

that spoke of “a mob of big-
league gunners ” using one of
the apartments in this house
as a hideout.



A second story was the official
version as told by Inspector of
Detectives William Delehanty.
Delehanty stated that no tip of
any kind was received the day
of the raid.

He talked about the details of
an investigation that started in
the spring and culminated in a
search of 15 places before the
actual hideout was identified.



“..... the entire day shift of the detective
force and a number of picked patrolmen
were mustered for the big raid.

‘We are in for some shooting,’

was the conclusion of each man after he
had been told what he was up against
and riot guns had been issued.

The officers proceeded to the
neighborhood of the gangsters’
house in five autos. They parked
their cars out of sight......”

9:30 a. m.

September 14, 1920



15-20

There are conflicting reports as to how

many policemen were involved in this
raid.
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Delehanty spoke of 20 men,

but lists of the participating
officers indicate only 15.



This group photo of Toledo
police detectives, taken in
1922, includes several of the
participants of the raid of
September 14, 1920.
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