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| Born
|3ppnintﬁd

| Asglgned

| Promoted

Van Vorce
July >
Aprll 10
Aprll 15
March 1
Feb 16

May 16

Ralph

1890 .

1916 F=nights with older men

1916 Beat by Chief Henry J Herbert

1920 Traffle duty, Masdison-Huron sirs

1924 Det=Sergeant. No Examinatlion

1929 Det-Lleutenant




Promoted April 1 1936 Det-Captaln Acting
. April 16 1936 Det-Captain

Retired July 16 1941 BServind 25 yrs.

He resifned to take & war job as a Plant Protection Chief for the Spicer

Mafte Coe

of Spicer

July 16 1941, during the World War 2, During the war the employees
Co was stealing the compeany blind and Ceptaln VanVorce put & stop to

this thieVvery in & short orderby lnspection of all packages or bundles coming

in and out by the gate puards and this order didnt go-down to good with the

C=I=0=Unipn they got tough with him and threatened the Company with & strike

if the Cohpany didn't get rid of Captain VanVorce. So he offered the company

his resighation on the eve of the strike date, and the Company was to glaéd

1o accept

it, and After that no no policemen or ex=policemen was ever hired

as & slmrt- He then went back to hils menaging hls Coal Yerd and Coal buslness

that his

ife operated while he was with the Spicer Co, His Coal Yard located

on Treamainsville Rd and and Toledo Terminal R.R. He operated that business

long before joining the Pollce Force, . ) Fogmizep !l 0 o




UMITED STATES OF AMERICA = STATE OF QHIO

Bepactment of Public Safety

OF THE CITY OF TOLEDO

To whom all thege presents shall come—-GSreetings:

Know ye, that Ralph Van Vorce _, of the City of Toledo,

in the State of Ohio, on the 8ixteenth dayof February 1924 , under and

byv&mdpomconftndmﬂnmﬂ:régnedhth.anﬂﬂnpmpdmﬁﬁamhm the Dhrector

[
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CiTY oF TOLEDO g

HARRY JENMINGS DEFARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
ot GILSON D. LIGHT, DIRECTOR
SUB-DEPARTMENT OF POLICE m 1". mm

SECRETARTYT

Februnary 15, 1924.

Patrolman Ralph Van Vorce:

This is to advise that you have been
appointed to the position of Detailed Detective, to take
effect fehruary 16th, 1924,
; hief of Police.

HJ/fS



“HE TRMES MAGAZINE, SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 1929

\»

Toledo Police, Wise
To The Wiles Of
The Auto Thief,
Have Exposed The
Methods Of The
1929 ‘Ring Masters’
InStolen Car‘Racket’
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THE TIMES MAGAZINE, SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 1927

FOUR

Master
Detective-

Joe Smith Of T he W aldorf

-

le The Waldorf Slept

1

olent Crimes And Captures
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The Toledo Daily Times, May 30, 1930
Brings Prisoner Back By Airplane

AR L e AR

F&‘;“‘* first time in the history of the Toledo pdlico departmont & prisoner was transported by alrpla: »
Thursdny,

Detective Ralph VanVorce, of the auto squad, brought R, I, Lance, 20, of Tippecanoe City, Ohio, in his
plane to Toledo. Lance was wanted here on an auto theft charge. ;
VanVorce flew his plane io Tippeeanos Clty, loaving the Munieipal nirport, Stlckney avenue. at 1:15
p. m. He arrived at 2:45. Pllot Willlam Kenney, who has been tenching VanVorce to fiy, was ut the con-
trols when the plane brought Lance to Toledo at & p. m, :

VanVorce and Lance wers taken to the Safety bullding in a police speed ear, nccompunied by VanVores's
partner, Dotestlve <3, J, Btevenson,
The above pleture was taken shortly nfter the flying detective lunded at the Btickney avenue alrport,
tPl!ut H&‘nmaar 1“!;%? the left. Next to him is Detective VanVorce with his prisoner. Detective Stevenson iz at
he extreme r He i
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T hird Plane

Called Best

Netective Captad
purchased the Bird
he has owned.

n Ralph Van Voree with his newest airplane. He
Challenger early this year, It is the third plana

| Transcontinental airpopt

Buys Bird

Toledo Police Captain

Challenger

|Van Vorce Purchases

by Wiley Post

; Praises Ship

Plane Recommended

Should the Toledo police force re-
quire an airplane to accomplish a
mission after the next two weeks,

: | Detective Captain Ralph Van Vorce,
*12033 Fernwood avenue, intends to
" | be prepared.

Though having owned two other
airplanes, Captain Van Vorce thinks
he is now in possession of the fin-

“lest and most capable ship he ever
“|has had. The Bird Challenger was

purchased in Newport, R, L

During the last two weeks at
the new
ship has been undergoing a com-
plete overhaul and & recovering of
the fuselage and ‘wings. The fusel-
age has been strengthened, a new
cowling will be installed and a new
Kinner motor is ready for installa-
tion, he said. The oleo landing struts
gud & hydrauolic tail wheel are the

next step In overhaul program be-
fore the ship will be declared
for flight.

When questioned about his new
plane, Captain Van Vorce said a
Bird Challenger was the passenger
ship recommended by the late Wiley
Post. Questioners were Informed
3ir. Post had an agency in Qkla-
homa where these ships were sold at
the time of his tragic death with the
late Will Rogers.

Captain Van Verce stated his fly-
ing career started about 10 years
ago when he was the pupil of Fop
Wells and his flying partner, Jo-
gzeph Leatherman, who formerly
used to barnstorm im this section. |
He also recelved further instrue-
tion from Art McDaniels, the man
who sent Tommy Metcalf, instruc-
tor at Transcontinental airport for
his first solo flight.

During his periodic flying career
Captain Van Verce has only taken
the time to acquire a private pilot’s
license. He estimated his total fly-
ing time at slightly more than 200
hours.

The distinction of having flown
the first prisoner to the Toledo jail
+i:l::.thleI:l.iasl,rl:il',mru:ai"tl:le [oledo polic
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TAKING HIM FOR A RIDE!
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I111 let you in ['am detective van Vores the
flying eop,I.look WHAT ARE °
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Burgla;; | WEH(.%, g
Too Hard On
An Easy Job

Burglara who eniered Loe
é.umbir and Conl Co., 4320
cor Rdd,, failed thelr read-|
ing omm!mtltm bt acored an
A fm' pﬁ“ ta,
anfe, unneceganrily
um‘lud away from the office
enrly :.rntmlw to gain en-
I:r.mul u&t, wag marked “If's
unlaclee Talph Vlﬂ%ruu.
owner q,f _g’hi hugineas and a
retived ledo caplain  of|
detestives, nl ,
But a freezer in the offica|
wia lnutld af $200 worth of
beef ms well as frozen chick-
ona and turkeys, Vegetables
wera lelt behind,
Mr, VanVoree said the sale
containgd  valunble papars,
the firm's ledgar book and in-
venlory recards, There wap
na money in if, he said. Also
tnlkon was $10 ta §16 in
ptampd, a radlo and a ealeus
lating machine,
Mr, VanVores sald he keops
ithe freezer in ihe company
offiee becaude (L 18 loo large
for his home.
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Ralph Van Vorce
| Retired Coptain OF Detectives,
former Toledo Puginesaman
Ralph Van Vorce, 85, of 4028 ﬁtunnnrd
Dr., vetived Tolado detective captain and 2
former businessman, died Friday in the
Holl{ (ilen Care Center, Incs, where he
had been & patient eight months.
A native of Weston, 0., he wad i 2h-yent
lice veteran, e joined the force in 1016,
aeame i detective in 1922, and enptain in

1931,

A ploneer afrplane pilot in the 19208, he
awned his own plane and made police his-
tory when he {ranaported a prisoncr to To-
leda from Troy, 0., the first fime such A
{panafer wad made by air in {he United

Sfnted.

Aftor retlrln%ln 1941, he founded the for-
mer Lee Lumber & Coal Co., on Secol
Tond, and o_Farnted the firm until {hat re-
{irement, in 1972,

He was 8 S0-year member of yarlous
Masonie bodies,

s wite, Ruth H. survives.

gepvices will be Monday at 2:30 p.m. in

the Angher - West Mortuary, where the

hody will be Sunday after 2 p.m.
1 1 i i






