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public problems, while his home constituency had many reasons to be grateful for his 
representation. He served as chairman of the committee on commercial corporations 
and was a member of the committees on judiciary, fees and salaries, fish culture and 
game, medical colleges and societies, municipal affairs, privileges and elections, and 
temperance. While in the Senate he introduced a bill establishing the authority of the 
courts over trustees of defunct corporations, and was also author of a number of other 
measures. Mr. Keller served two terms in the Ohio Senate from the Thirty-fourth 
Senatorial District, comprising Lucas County. He was in the Senate during 1909-10-11-
12. His first candidacy for the office of mayor of Toledo was in 1911. However, the honor 
went to Brand Whitlock, now United States Minister to Belgium, by a mar gin of 2,900 
votes. When Mr. Whitlock retired from the mayoralty to accept his appointment as a 
foreign ambassador, Mr. Keller was again put forward as a candidate by his republican 
constituents. However, it was perhaps not so much his republican affiliations as his 
recognized qualifications, which made a strong appeal to the solid business element, 
and which in November, 1913, gave him a substantial majority for the office. He took up 
his duties January 1, 1914. Mr. Keller was again candidate for re-election in November, 
1915. Election day was on November 2d, and thus closed one of the most exciting 
municipal contests ever known in Toledo. There were three candidates for the office of 
mayor — Charles M. Milroy, a former law partner of Brand Whitlock, and supposed to 
represent the Whitlock ideas and organization in local municipal politics; George A. 
Murphey; and Mr. Keller. It was an unusually close contest for a triangular campaign. 
Charles M. Milroy was elected by a little more than a third of the total number of votes 
cast. He was elected by less than 500 more votes than were given to Mr. Murphey, while 
Mr. Keller was only about 1,250 votes short of a plurality. After becoming mayor of 
Toledo Mr. Keller was made a member of the State Central Republican Committee, and 
is still one of the influential workers in that organization. He stands high in all social and 
civic affairs of Toledo. He is a member of the Maumee River Yacht Club; of Sanford 
Collins Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons; Concord Lodge, Knights of Pythias; the 
Loyal Order of Moose ; and belongs to the international organization of the Theatrical 
Mechanics' Association. This comprises all theatrical people, including actors, or anyone 
connected in any way with the theatrical business. In November, 1906, Mr. Keller 
married Miss Maria Duetscher, a member of one of the old families of Toledo. George F. 
Parrish, since his appointment by President Wilson on March 15, 1915, has been 
postmaster of Toledo. This is one of the larger post offices in the country and in 1915 the 
total receipts passed the $1,000,000.00 mark. Thus Mr. Parrish is at the head of a large 
business requiring a great organization, and he brought to his duties both a thorough 
knowledge of administrative detail and a broad experience acquired by other official 
service and also by a long career as a printer' and newspaper man. Since taking office 
Postmaster Parrish has instituted a number of improvements in the service, and one that 
has effected a consider able saving of time and increased efficiency was the replacing of 
the old horse drawn system of transporting the mails between the post office and depots 



and sub-stations with a complete automobile truck equipment. This service was 
introduced in October, 1915, and it gave Toledo the distinction of being the only city in 
Ohio where motor trucks were exclusively used for the urban transportation of mails at 
the time it was installed. For merely twelve wagons and one auto truck had been used 
and these were replaced with eight automobile trucks, five of them of 1,500 pounds 
capacity and three of 2,000 pounds capacity. One of these trucks could make the trip 
between the post office and the depot loaded with mail bags both ways, at a 
considerable less time than one of the horse drawn wagons could go one way. Mr. 
Parrish had worked out this system carefully before recommending it to the post office 
department. Mr. Parrish was born August 28, 1863, at Hubbard, Trumbull County, Ohio, 
and was reared in that locality, where his family were among the earliest settlers. The 
Parrishes were one of the three oldest families in Trumbull County, and had located in 
that section of the Western Reserve when it was still a part of the State of Virginia. His 
grandfather, John Evan Parrish, is said to have been the first white child born in what is 
now Trumbull County. George F. Parrish and his father, William Parrish, were both born 
on the same farm. His father died at Toledo, 
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Charles M. Milroy. Toledo made no mistake when it elected Charles M. Milroy as its 
initial mayor under its new charter, prepared by a committee of fifteen citizens, under 
which greatly enlarged powers were granted the city's execution. It was after one of the 
hardest fought municipal campaigns in recent years, that Mr. Milroy was elected mayor 
in November, 1915, with a substantial plurality over his two opponents, one of whom 
was former Mayor Carl H. Keller, and the other former Police Chief George A. Murphey. 
At this election all party lines were eliminated, and each candidate stood on his own 
merits. Toledo's new charter provides for six administrative departments, the mayor to 
appoint each department head, known as a director, and each director appointing a 
commission for each division of the department. Thus Mayor Milroy went into office on 
the first day of January, 1916, with distinctly enlarged executive powers over his 
predecessors. He is the responsible head of the entire municipal government, including 
the six departments — the department of public welfare, one of whose divisions is the 
park division, replacing the old board of park com missioners; the department of law, 
whose head was formerly known as the city solicitor; department of finance; department 
of public service; department of public safety ; and department of public utilities. When 
Mr. Milroy was elected mayor the two most important problems facing the new 
administration were the traction question and the question of the city finances. A deficit 
had been accumulating for several years during two preceding administrations and the 
traction for more than a decade, rendering impossible other great civic problems. It is 
significant of the character of the new mayor that he at once took hold of these and other 
problems, though some weeks intervened between his election and the beginning of his 
official duties. The Toledo Blade commented 
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beautiful home, in which he gathered together a large library and many fine works of art, 
and settled down there to enjoy himself with his family. His life in Toledo was interrupted 
by only an occasional journey to the East, and in home and its pleasures he found the 
ideal fruitage of a long life. He died at his home in the City of Toledo, February 15, 1888. 
William E. Cordill. Bv the death of William E. Cordill, January 31, 1917, Toledo lost one 
of its most public spirited citizens. His high professional standing as a lawyer, his active 



work in local politics and his vigorous co-operation with many of the more important 
movements and institutions of the city, made him one of Toledo's best known men. He 
practiced law in that city more than twenty years, and throughout that time was a 
member of the firm of Ray & Cordill, which in point of continuous existence is one of the 
oldest law firms of the city. The firm has its offices at 439 Ohio Building. A native of 
Indiana and born on a farm, William E. Cordill first saw the light of day August 15, 1869, 
at South Whitley, Indiana. His parents were William and Martha (Norris) Cordill, the 
former a native of Tennessee and the latter of Ohio. They were married in Indiana, and 
the father followed farming actively until the last five years of his life, during which he 
lived retired. He died at South Whitley in 1877 at the age of fifty-six. The mother 
afterwards came to Toledo and died there in 1909, but she is laid to rest beside her 
husband at South Whitley. Beside William E. there were two daughters; Anna, who died 
at the age of thirty-six in 1887 was the wife of Thomas J. Twinning of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and Elizabeth, who died in South Whitley, Indiana, in 1891, aged thirty-six, was 
the wife of Dunel Doll. William E. Cordill after acquiring a district school education 
entered what is now Valparaiso University at Valparaiso, Indiana. He first took the 
commercial course bookkeeping and stenography, but soon decided that he would find 
his permanent career in the law, and therefore prosecuted his studies in that line at 
Valparaiso until graduated LL. B. in 1894. He was admitted to the bar of Indiana and 
Ohio in 1894 and in the same year located in Toledo, and in the fall joined Mr. Ray in 
practice. This firm has always had an important share of the general practice at Toledo, 
and has represented cases in all the local, state and federal courts. Throughout his 
residence at Toledo Mr. Cordill made himself a factor in politics. Former Mayor Carl H. 
Keller appointed him a member of the Civil Service Commission of Toledo on January 1, 
1914, and he became president of the commission and continued in office until January 
1, 1915. At the republican primaries August 11, •1914, he was nominated for Congress, 
to represent the Ninth Congressional District, but in the campaign was defeated by the 
present congress man. General Isaac R. Sherwood. Mr. Cordill headed the campaign 
organization which elected Carl Keller as Toledo's mayor, but in the recent campaign in 
1915 he gave his support to former Police Chief Murphey, though that candidate was 
defeated by the present mayor, Charles M. Milroy. Mr. Cordill was a hard working church 
member, belonging to the Riverside Baptist Church, of which he was a deacon, and he 
was superintendent of its Sunday School. His wife is also prominent in church work, is 
president of the Woman's Society, and president of the Riverside Union Women's 
Christian Temperance Union. Mr. Cordill was an enthusiastic golfer, a member of the 
Toledo Golf Club. He belonged to the Toledo Commerce Club and was affiliated with 
Barton Smith Lodge No. 613, Free and Accepted Masons; Concordia Lodge of the 
Knights of Pythias and Wapakoneta Lodge No. 38, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
On November 27, 1895, he married Miss Emily C. Ward, who was born in England but • 
when a year old was brought to America by her parents, the late Rev. Phillip J. Ward 
and wife. Her father was pastor of the First Baptist Church in Toledo for four years, and 
went from Toledo to Los Angeles, California, where he was pastor of the Baptist Church 
and where he died in 1904. Mrs. Ward, his widow, is now living in Toledo at the 
Monticello. Mrs. Cordill was educated in the high schools of Columbus and Cincinnati, 
Ohio. To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Cordill have been born four children. Emily R. 
graduated from the Waite High School with the class of 1915 and is now taking the three 
year course leading to a diploma as graduate nurse at the Robinwood Hospital; Annie is 
a member of the class of 1917 in the Waite High School. The two younger children are 
Ward E. and Rachel. All the children were born in Toledo. 
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September 29, 1917
Saturday
[Toledo Blade, page 15]

MURPHEY IN BED; MAY NOT BE ABLE TO GET INTO CAMPAIGN

George A. Murphey’s continued illness is causing his friends some concern.
His closer advisors fear that he may not be able to participate actively in the mayoralty campaign at

any time. Murphey is confined to his home, under instructions from his physicians for a complete rest.
He has been allowed to sit up only one day since he became ill, a short time before the primary.

Chairman John Schlatter, at the Murphey campaign opening meeting Friday evening, urged the
candidate’s friends not to disturb him by visiting his home.

Mr. Murphey’s illness last winter was caused by a mastoid abscess, which required two operations.
Overexertion at a picnic, several weeks ago, resulted in threatened pneumonia, followed by troublesome
complications, which retarded his speedy recovery.
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September 30, 1917
Sunday
[Toledo Times, page 1]

GEO. A. MURPHEY DIES SUDDENLY

ONLY TWO CANDIDATES IN FIELD FOR MAYOR; CANNOT FILL VACANCY

Death Summons Former Police Chief, Nominated in Primary; Relapse Came Saturday Afternoon
Following Three Weeks Illness; Heart Trouble Is Cause..

George A. Murphey, one of the three candidates for mayor of Toledo, died suddenly Saturday
afternoon of heart trouble in his home, 1411 Waite avenue. Altho Mr. Murphy had been confined to his
home for three weeks, suffering from the effects of a severe cold, his condition had not been considered
serious. He was 43 years of age.

The death of Mr. Murphey leaves but two candidates to make the race for mayor – Cornell Schreiber,
former city solicitor, and Robert Haworth, Socialist. That is the opinion expressed by Gen. J. Kent
Hamilton and Judge M. Killits, two of the charter framers and election board officials, familiar with the
general election laws.

Cannot Fill Vacancy.

The consensus of opinion on Saturday night was that the vacancy could not be filled. There are no
provisions in the city charter for the filling of vacancies of candidates for municipal offices.

In the absence of a charter provision the general election laws of the state govern. The state laws
provide that vacancies can be filled by the controlling committee of a political party. Under the city
charter the local elections are non-partisan, so there is no controlling party committee legally in existence
to fill the vacancy.

The fourth man in the primary cannot move up to the third place by reason of the vacancy, charter
framers say. Voters can write some qualified elector’s name on the ticket.

The death of their candidate was a great shock to members of the Murphey campaign committee.

Headquarters Reports.

Daily at the headquarters on Huron street it had been given out that the candidate was improving but
was remaining at home at the request of his physician to get a thorough rest and complete recovery
preparatory to ending the campaign.
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On Saturday, Murphey leaders reported him much improved, and inquiry at the headquarters a few
minutes before the announcement of his death came, elicited the reply that “Murphey is doing nicely.”

Wife Suffers from Shock.

Mrs. Murphey is in a serious condition, suffering from shock. A nurse and a physician were in
constant attendance upon her Saturday night. Mrs. Murphey collapsed and fell upon the bed beside the
body of her husband when she was told by his nurse, Miss Charlotte duncan, that he was dead.

The report of Murphey’s death was unbelieved by a majority of people when it was first heard, as it
was known to but few that he had taken a turn for the worse Saturday afternoon.

It was a few minutes after 4 o’clock when Ellis Bonte, secretary in the Murphey headquarters,
received word of the ex-chief of police’s death. In a few minutes the headquarters were closed and a
placard placed in the window announcing the death of the candidate: also that the quarters would remain
close “until further notice.”

First News from Placard.

Saturday night many Murphey adherents, who had not yet heard of his death, received the
information when they read the placard on the headquarters window. A large group of men stood in front
of the quarters through the early night, discussing the situation.

Members of the Murphey campaign committee gathered at the office of Attorney John Schlatter,
Murphey’s campaign manager, at 1252-4 Nicholas building, Saturday night, and passed resolutions fo
regret. The also informally discussed what step, if any, could be taken to fill the vacancy on the ticket.

Two methods of procedure were being discussed Saturday night. One was “to pay a silent tribute to
the memory of George A. Murphey” by writing his name on the ballot.

May Center on One Man.

The other proposition was to center upon some other person as the candidate of the Murphey
organization and write his name on the ballot.

Avery W. Boardman, treasurer of the Murphey committee, was the most talked of as the one to be
centered upon.

While the prevailing legal opinion was that the vacancy cannot be filled, search is still being made by
the Murphey followers for a way out. Some held that the committee that certifies to the petition of a
candidate as being qualified for the office he seeks has the power to fill such vacancy. The state statutes
were being searched for light on the situation. Majority opinion is that the general election code cannot
be applied to the present situation.

This is the opinion of Secreatary Van Loo of the board of elections and board members.

Explode Petition Theory.

It was thought by many that the next highest candidate to the three nominees at the primary election
would be entitled to the vacancy. This would put Mayor Charles M. Milroy into the race. But this theory
was soon exploded along with the one that a new candidate may be nominated by petition.

None of the Murphey committee would venture any definite plans for the future.
“We shall make no move until after Murphey is buried,” said Chairman John Schlatter. “There may

be some way out. If not, it shows that the new city charter is deficient in this regard at least.”

Conscious Until Death.
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Mr. Murphey was conscious until he died at 4:03 o’clock Saturday afternoon.
His wife and Mrs. Earl Murphey, his sister-in-law; F. B. Smalley, 1008 Palmwood avenue, and the

youngest son, Ernest, were at his bedside when he expired.
A few minutes before he died he requested the nurse, Miss Charlotte Duncan, to turn down the light.

Noticing the patient’s condition was rapidly becoming worse, Miss Duncan notified Dr. A. W. Wheeler,
325 Floyd street. Death came before the arrival of the physician. Earl Murphey, the oldest son, was
working at the Banting Machine & Supply Company when he was notified his father had died.

Garnet, 11-year-old daughter, was playing at the home of her aunt, Mrs. M. Bearly.

In Poor Health for Months.

Dr. Charles Lukens, one of Mr. Murphey’s physicians, in a statement issued Saturday night, said
death was due to heart trouble.

Murphey had been in poor health since January. He had entirely recovered by September 1. Several
weeks ago he attended a lodge picnic at Bois Blanc Island. He ran in a fat man’s race and became
overheated. After arriving in Toledo that night he spoke at a meeting in the Foley cafeteria.

Turn for Worse.

A few days later he was again ill and confined to his bed. For a while he rallied and was able to sit up
in bed. Several days ago his condition took a turn for the worse, altho his physicians said it was nothing
serious.

Saturday morning he became rapidly worse, and Drs. Charles Lukens, A. W. Wheeler and L. C.
Grosh and Miss Charolotte Duncan, a nurse, were called to his bedside at noon.

At 4 o’clock Mrs. Murphey called up Mrs. John A. Blomquist, 3337 Monroe street, an only sister of
Murphey, and told her husband’ condition, altho not good, yet he was not in any serious danger. At 4
o’clock he had died.

Parents Arrive.

Murphey’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. George A. Murphey, of Neapolis, were notified and they came to
the Murphey residence Saturday night.

Murphey was born in Muskegon, Mich., on September 7, 1874. He moved with his parents to
Neapolis when but a young boy. At the age of 20 he removed to Toledo and worked in a factory until he
was appointed a patrolman in 1900. After acting as a patrolman and traffic officer for 13 years, he was
appointed chief of police in 1913 by Mayor Carl Keller. A year later he was reduced to patrolman.

Resigned from Force.

Early in the summer of 1915 he resigned as a detective to run for mayor. He was nominated, but
defeated for this office by Mayor Charles Milroy.

Nominated While Ill.

He entered the campaign for mayor this year and was nominated despite illness preventing him taking
any personal part in the campaign.

He is survived by two sons, earl, 23, and Ernest, a freshman in Scott high school, and his widow and
an 11-year-old daughter, Garnet. His parents live at Neapolis, O.

Funeral arrangements will be made some time Sunday.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo Blade, page 1]

VACANCY ON CITY TICKET PUZZLES ALL

Politicians Can find No Way to Place Substitute for Murphey on Ticket.

An unprecedented situation in the Toledo mayoralty contest is created by the death of George A.
Murphey, one of the three candidates.

Apparently, there is no method of filling the vacancy, by committee nomination or by petition, and
the contest will be reduced to the two remaining candidates, Cornell Schreiber and Robert T. Haworth,
Socialist.

Lawyers are agreed that Mayor Milroy, who was fourth in the primary vote, does not move up to third
place. The charter says that the three receiving the highest number of votes shall be the nominees, not
that there shall be three candidates.

Could Write in Names.

The only obvious method by which votes can be cast for a third candidate is the laborious process of
writing the name in the blank space on the election ballot and placing a cross opposite.

The charter framers did not foresee that a vacancy might occur between the primary and the election,
and the charter is silent on the subject. It provides that where the charter makes no provision the state law
shall apply, but lawyers who have examined the charter and the statutes say that there is no state law that
can apply. Unofficially, members of the Murphey committee say that it is very doubtful if the vacancy
can be filled.

What State Law Provides.

The state law provides that the party committee shall fill a vacancy on a party ticket, and that in case
of a candidate nominated by petition, a vacancy shall be filled by a committee of five which shall be
named in the petition when it is circulated.

Under the non-partisan charter there is no party committee. A candidate’s campaign committee has
no legal standing. The charter makes no provision for a committee in the nominating petitions for the
primary.

Files Declaration.

This year the election board requires the candidates to file also a declaration of candidacy required by
the state law. This declaration includes the names of a committee to vouch for the candidate.

Such a declaration was filed by Mr. Murphey, and it was related Monday that at the time he said: “If
anything happens to me I want the men named in this committee to select my successor. I don’t want to
leave the boys without a candidate.”

Valueless, Is Belief.

Some of the late candidate’s friends think that this committee may be clothed with power to fill a
vacancy. On the other hand it is urged that the committee has no power and that in any event the
declaration under the state law is valueless in the face of the charter. The charter stipulates that
“nominations shall be by primary only.” This, it is believed, precludes the right to nominate by petition,
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at any time, which is preserved in the state law governing party nominations.

Cites Fitzgerald Case.

The Fitzgerald case, from Cleveland, is cited by lawyers. In this case the supreme court held that
under the home rule amendment of the constitution, the methods of nomination and election of municipal
officers, provided by a home rule charter, shall govern.

The executive committee of the Murphey campaign organization will not consider its further course
until after the funeral of Mr. Murphey. Then it will investigate conclusively the possibility of filling the
vacancy.

May Pick Boardman.

If the committee decides to continue the campaign in behalf of another candidate, by whatever means
is possible, it is thought likely that A. W. Boardman will be Mr. Murphey’s successor.

The committee held a session Saturday evening, to adopt resolutions in respect to Mr. Murphey’s
death, and to provide for a floral offering.

The resolution follows:

Pay Tribute to Murphy.

Whereas, in the inscrutable wisdom of Him who holds the destinies of men, our
friend and fellow citizen, George A. Murphey, has been summoned from the activities
and duties of this present life, we, a committee representative of the executive and
general committee that promoted Mr. Murphey’s candidacy for mayor of our city, do
hereby extend to all his friends and supporters the following resolutions as a tribute to the
life and character of him whom we now mourn, and, if such can be, as some measure of
consolation to his wife and children in their bereavement:

Resolved. That in the death of George A. Murphey, we have lost a man of high
courage, unfailing magnanimity and notable fairness and generosity to all men; one
whose life and works, both public and private, ever held the respect and affection of all
who knew him.

Resolved. That in his whole service and career, as a public servant and official of
Toledo, his labor stands not only as a mark of credit to himself, but as an example of
those sterling qualities ever desirable in public life, and were the sure foundation of that
extensive and wonderful following of friends and supporters who gathered about Mr.
Murphey in the preceding and present campaign.

Resolved. That not only we, his friends and admirers, but our whole city, has
suffered a great loss in this and vanishing from our midst of one who stood as unflinching
standard-bearer for all those who wish our city to be, in every sense of righteousness and
safety, truly a better Toledo, so that many who did not know him personally are now with
us bowed in grief.

Resolved. That a copy of these resolutions be presented to the family of the
deceased, and, on behalf of all who rallied to his leadership, we extend to them our
deepest sympathy.

ISAAC GERSON,
HARRY P. GEORGE,
REX W. WELLS
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo Blade, page 2]

BODY OF GEO. A. MURPHEY TO LIE IN STATE

Funeral to Be Tuesday in U. B. Church - - Lodges to Participate in Service

HEART DISEASE KILLS CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR

Police Escort to Convey Body of Former Chief to Grave - - Pallbearers Picked.

Public respect to the late George A. Murphey, mayoralty candidate, who died Saturday afternoon at
his home, 1411 Waite avenue, will be shown Tuesday.

Because of the limited capacity of the Memorial Unite Brethren church, Lawrence and Palmwood
avenues, where the funeral services will be held Tuesday afternoon, arrangements were made for the body
to lie in state in the post room of Memorial hall from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday.

Funeral at Church.

This will afford an opportunity to the general public to pay respect to the memory of the man who
rose from traffic policeman, four years ago to political leadership of a large portion of Toledo citizenship
and who was the “first choice” for mayor in 1915.

Funeral services will be observed at 1:30 at the church, to which the body will be conveyed with an
escort from the police department, of which Mr. Murphey formerly was chief, and from the fraternal
organizations of which he was a member. Interment will be in Forest cemetery.

Lodges Will Participate.

The Masonic and Odd Fellows orders, of which Mr. Murphey was a member, will participate in the
services. Rev. C. B. Fletcher, pastor of Memorial U. B. church, and Rev. F. A. Wilson of the East
Broadway U. B. church will officiate.

The active pallbearers will be John Willeman, Charles Mavis, Charles W. Ringman, J. George Kapp,
Jr.; George W. Fraser, Walter T. Roper, R. C. Jones, C. W. Baker.

Honorary pallbearers will be J. W. Banting, J. George Kapp, Sr.; Isaac Gerson, Fred J. Holliger, A.
W. Boardman, John Schlatter, Dr. C. W. McGuire, Prof. Rex Wells, Harry B. George, Herman A.
Behrendt.

During Sunday and Monday many hundreds of friends called at the modest Murphey home on Waite
avenue.

Dies of Heart Trouble.

Mr. Murphey’s death at 4 Saturday afternoon was without warning to the great body of friends and
entirely without expectation to the city in general, although it has been known for several days to his
closest friends that his recovery was in grave doubt.

His death was due immediately to heart trouble, following an attack of bronchial pneumonia shortly
before the primary, and mastoid abscess, for which three operations were performed in January and May.

Conscious Until Last.
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He became worse Saturday morning and apparently gave up the fight for recovery. He remained
conscious, however, and his condition was not regarded as immediately critical until a few minutes before
the end came.

His nurse, Miss Charlotte Duncan, notified that he was worse and summoned his physician, Dr. A. W.
Wheeler, who had visited the patient earlier in the day, but death ensued before Dr. Wheeler arrived.

Mrs. Murphey, their daughter-in-law, Mrs. Earl Murphey, and their youngest son, Ernest, were at his
bedside. Mrs. Murpehy was prostrated, but has since rallied.

Campaign Hastens Death.

Mr. Murphey is survived by his wife, two sons, Earl, 23; ernest, 15, a daughter, Garnet, 11; his aged
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George A. Murphey of Neapolis, and a sister, Mrs. John A. Blomquist, 3337
Monroe street. He was 43 years of age.

Dr. Charles Lukens, specialist, who treated Mr. Murphey for the mastoid trouble and who continued
as one of his physicians, said that the excitement of the mayoralty campaign, in Mr. Murphey’s weakened
condition, probably hastened his death.

Underwent Operations.

The mastoid abscess developed last January, when Mr. Murphey underwent an operation. The second
operation was performed early in May. Later that month it was discovered that the infection had attacked
the jugular vein, and Mr. Murphey underwent a third operation. The infected jugular vein was tied.

Mr. Murphey did not recover his full strength. He became overheated from engaging in a race at a
Masonic picnic at Bols Blanc Island. Bronchial pneumonia developed. He was able to sit up on day
since the primary.

From Traffic Man to Chief.

The seriousness of his condition was not made generally known, and his campaign headquarters
maintained a hopeful tone.

Regarded by many of his friends and followers as “the mayor without an office” because he received
the highest number of first choice votes under the preferential system of voting for mayor two years ago,
Mr. Murphey left an imprint upon the political history of a city in which the politic conventionalities
frequently have been violated.

He was traffic officer at Adams and St. Clair streets, adjacent to the city hall, when former Mayor
Keller assumed office. Keller appointed him chief of police January 28, 1914.

Was Good Speechmaker.

From that time Mr. Murphey took a prominent place in public affairs. He developed a speech making
talent which placed him in demand as a speaker, especially in churches.

Incident to the change of political policies and affiliations which marked the beginning of his second
year in office, Mayor Keller removed Murphey from the head of the police department, a year after his
appointment.

Mr. Murphey, with characteristic energy, refused to submit tamely to removal. He made a fight
before the civil service commission, which modified the mayor’s order and reduced Murphey to a
patrolman.

Dropped From Rolls.
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Murphey never reported for duty as patrolman, and eventually was dropped from the rolls.
Following the prediction that if Keller removed Murphey as chief, the action would make Murphey

mayor, a movement for Murphey was started soon after his dismissal. Without financial means of his
own, Murphy led a fight in which he outran his former superior in the election, and leading all the
candidates in first choice votes. This made Mr. Murphey a highly potential factor in Toledo politics.

Restored to Rolls.

Early in Mayor Milroy’s term Mr. Murphey was restored to the police rolls and assigned to duty as a
detective, but later obtained leave of absence and took a position with the Banting Machine & Supply Co.

Born in Michigan.

Mr. Murphey was born in Muskegon, Mich., Sept. 7, 1874. His parents moved to Neapolis when he
was a young boy. He came to Toledo in 1894, and was employed as a factory hand in the plant of the
Toledo Metal Wheel Co. until he was appointed a patrolman by the board of police commissioners, April
15, 1903, during the incumbency of the late Mayor Samuel M. Jones. Mayor Jones was the ex-officio
head of the board.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo Blade, page 6]

George A. Murphey

It is a blow to any city to lose an honest man and a clean, hard fighter. George Murphey, whose death
Saturday flicked away his candidacy for mayor and his earnest ambition to be of service to his
community, was all of that.

George Murphey was a fighter in the open. His mind was clean. If he sometimes erred in judgment,
if he sometimes made mistakes, it was rather that he was carried beyond the mark by a badly founded
enthusiasm. He was not a man of tricks; he had no queer complications of mind or character. Mr.
Murphey was a straightforward man, driven by a decent purpose to do a decent job. That purpose was to
leave his town better than he found it. Death has canceled his plans, but in a fashion he has succeeded.
The city is better because of him.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 1]

G. A. MURPHEY DIES; BODY TO LIE IN STATE

Candidate for Mayor Succumbs Suddenly During A Heart Attack.

Services Will Be Held on Tuesday at 2 P.M., in Memorial U. B. Church. Body at Memorial Hall

George A. Murphey, one of the three candidates for mayor nominated on Sept. 11, died in his home,
1411 Waite-av, at 4 o’clock on Saturday afternoon.

The services will be on Tuesday afternoon at 2 in Memorial U. B. Church, Lawrence and Palmwood
avenues, with a service later at Forest Cemetery. Masons and Odd Fellows will participate.

That his thousands of friends and supporters may have opportunity to pay a last tribute of respect, the
body of the leader will lie in state in Memorial Hall from 9:30 on Tuesday morning until it is removed to
the church on Tuesday afternoon. Safety Director Newton has detailed policemen to stand by the casket
and to act as an escort of honor at the funeral

HIS HEART FAILED.

Death came from heart failure induced by a long period of ill health. The apparent origin of the
trouble was an affection of the mastoid bone, behind the ear, which communicated septic poisoning thru
the system.

Mr. Murphey had been traveling for the Banting Machine Co., and was taken ill in northern Michigan
last winter. His condition alarmed the hotel keeper, who was a personal friend, and he insisted that
Murphey be taken to his home at once.

The first operation for the mastoid trouble followed. Then there was an operation on a portion of the
jugular vein that was infected and, in May, another operation on the mastoid bone. It was hoped that the
danger had been overcome.

But a cold contracted while engaging in the sports at a picnic at Bois Blanc Island involved
congestion of the lungs, further septic poisoning and death. He was unable to take part in the primary
campaign and his friends knew that he would not be able to participate in the general election and had
planned to do his fighting for him.

IN BED FOR WEEKS.

Since he went to bed, shortly after the primary, he had been allowed to sit up only once, and for some
time past only his family and attendants were permitted to see him. A dozen or more physicians had been
called in at different times.

Physicians who commented on the case indicate that there was not much chance at any time since
January that Mr. Murphey would live out his term of office, even if elected. The cold, they say, only
hastened the end, which was a matter of months.

The ex-chief of police seemed to have had a premonition of dissolution. During the pre-primary
campaign he said to his chairman, John Schlatter, both hands on Schlatter’s shoulders:

“Old boy, I hope I’ll live two years. I want to care for my family.”
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UNABLE TO READ IT.

On Saturday morning friends took to the bedside the paper with an account of the meeting at
Murphey headquarters the night before. “Read it to me,” he said, but the attendants demurred, saying it
was too long. He demanded the paper, took it in his hands. But his head fell back on the pillow and the
paper dropped from his hands.

A little later a friend who had been there said: “George Murphey is fighting his last and losing fight.
He will not live out the day. He has surrendered.”

The physicians were called, but nothing would stop the gradual sinking, tho the family would not give
up hope. Several times Mr. Murphey said: “I wish I could live.” A little before the end he asked that the
light be turned down, and kissed his wife goodby.

NEWS SHOCKED FRIENDS.

Then the word was flashed to headquarters where it was received as a stunning surprise, and the doors
were closed “until further notice.”

Representatives of the executive committee met on Saturday evening and framed resolutions of
sorrow and condolence. A further meeting was held at noon on Monday to determine what further could
be done to mark the grief and sympathy of those who have supported the former chief thru good and bad
weather.

It is probable that a memorial meeting of the Murphey supporters will be called after the funeral. No
political action will be discussed until the last honors shall have been paid to the late leader.

George A. Murphey was born at Muskegon, Mich., 43 years ago. The family later moved to
Neapolis, O., where Mr. Murphey was raised and educated. He came to Toledo and worked with the
Toledo Metal Wheel Co. for about nine years when he was appointed on the Toledo police force on which
he served for 13 years as patrolman and traffic officer.

The active pall bearers will be John Willeman, Charles Mavis, Charles W. Ringman, J. George Kapp
Jr., George W. Fraser, Walter T. Roper, A. C. Jones, C. W. Baker.

Honorary pall bearers will be J. W. Banting, J. George Kapp Sr., Isaac Gerson, Fred J. Holliger, A.
W. Boardman, John Schlatter, Dr. C. W. McGuire, Prof. Rex Wells, Harry B. George, Herman A.
Behrendt.

MADE POLICE CHIEF.

Traffic Officer Murphey was made chief of police by Mayor Carl Keller and after a year wa removed
by that official as a result of political complications. He was reduced to the ranks as a patrolman, but did
not report.

He ran for mayor in 1915, getting a majority of first choice votes, but was defeated by Charles M.
Milroy on the second choice count.

Mayor Milroy made Murphey a detective, but after a few months the ex-chief took leave of absence
to go on the road for the Banting Compnay.

The survivors are the widow, who was Miss Kate DeMuth of Swanton-tp; three children, Earl, 26;
Ernest, 16, and Garnet, 11; a sister, Mrs. John A. Blontquist, 3337 Monroe-st., and the aged parents, Mr.
and Mrs. George A. Murphey of Neapolis.

Plans are already under consideration to provide payment of the heavy expenses under which the
Murphey household has labored and to insure the Waite-av home to the family.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 2]

MORTGAGE ON MURPHEY HOME FILED BY FLICK

A mortgage for $900 on the property owned by
George A. Murphey, 1411 Waite-av, his home, was
filed for record at the county recorder’s office
Monday.

Mr. Murphey, a candidate for mayor, died on
Saturday afternoon. “They were here before the
office was opened on Monday to file the mortgage
for record,” said an attache of the recorder’s office.

The money was furnished Mr. Murphey by
Florence B., wife of Emil G. Flick, a prominent
supporter of Mr. Murphey for mayor. The date
shows that the mortgage was drawn on Jan. 18, 1916,
a short time after the election in which Mr. Murphey
was defeated for the office of mayor by Mayor
Milroy.

For the $900 Mr. Murphey and his wife,
Catherine Murphey, gave five notes, one for $100
due in a year, and four for $200 each due in later
years with six per cent interest.

Emil Flick and Lena Maitland were witnesses to
the transaction and Charles K. Friedman acted as
notary. A previous mortgage on the Murphey home
was paid off by his admirers.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 2]

POLITICS UPSET BY THE DEATH OF CANDIDATE

No Method by Which a Third Name Can Be Printed on the Ballot

Political chaos followed the ending by death, on Saturday afternoon, of the dramatic political career
of George A. Murphey, one of the two leading candidates for mayor. It had been generally conceded that
the socialist candidate, Robert t. Haworth, was outside the probabilities.

On the face of the situation created by the death of a candidate the race is now between Cornell
Schreiber and Haworth. The board of Elections takes that view and will order the municipal ballots
printed with the names of the two remaining candidates.

BLANK SPACE ON BALLOT.

There will be, as required by law, a blank space, where the voter may write in the name of any man
he favors for mayor and may vote for him by placing the X opposite the written name.

No attorney or member of the commission which framed the city charter had been able to find, up to
noon on Monday, any method by which the name of a substitute for Murphey could be printed on the
ballot. There was much caustic criticism of the charter and its framers because that fundamental law for
Toledo makes no provision for such a contingency as has arisen thru the death of a mayoralty candidate.

The charter provides that nominations must be by municipal primary, barring nominations by petition,
and making no provision, as is made in partisan elections, for filling a vacancy by party committee, or in
independent nominations by petition by naming a committee to fill vacancies. The next highest men at
the primary, Charles M. Milroy, cannot take the place, it is held, as he was denied nomination at the
primary.

DEMAND CANDIDATE.

Some of the Murphey supporters are contemplating a battle on the groun that there is in law “no right
without a remedy.” They claim that they are entitled, as electors, to a choice of three candidates, and that
the law must provide them that right in some way.

“We are disenfranchised otherwise,” they say. “We will not vote for Schreiber and cannot vote for
Haworth. We demand a candidate representing what George A. Murphey stood for.”

The response from officials of the Board of Elections is:
“They can write in on the blank space provided on the ballot the name of their candidate. That gives

them their remedy.”
From some of the legal heads behind the Murphey campaign comes the suggestion that a new

candidate be agreed upon and that if the Board of elections or the secretary of state will not cause his
name to be printed on the ballots, rubber stamps bearing the name shall be prepared and handed to voters
as they approach the booths. It is claimed that there is a ruling or court finding somewhere approving that
method.

OPPOSE THE IDEA.
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Chief Deputy John A. O’Dwyer, Democrat, and Deputy Frank L. Baird, Republican, both said on
Monday morning that the rubber stamp is not permissible, that the name must be written in by the voter,
with a black lead pencil, if the ballot is to be counted.

This has already suggested a possible line of battle to some of the more belligerent. They say “Let’s
get together and name a good man on whom we can all unite, E. P. Usher, Phil Hassenzahl or A. W.
Boardman or any other who will unite our forces. Then put it up by petition to the Election Board to put
the name on the ballot; carry it to the secretary of state and if necessary to the courts. Get the people
roused. Press the right to use the rubber stamp. If we are turned down by the board that will help. Our
people are the native American voters largely, who read and write. We can elect the right man in spite of
the handicap.”

A veteran inn independent campaigns said on Monday, “It is possible, but it would be a terrific effort.
Still it could be done.”

KELLER MEN ACTIVE.

Many were figuring on results should there be only two names and no organized attempt to write in
on the 50,000 ballots the name of a third candidate.

They were trying to estimate where the 12,000 or 15,000 votes, with which the organizations that
were behind Murphey are credited, would go. Many Murphey men said openly, “It’s either a third
candidate or the Socialist. We can stand a Socialist mayor for two years.”

It developed on Monday that the Keller organization, which has bee held intact since the primary, had
decided to get behind Murphey. Another meeting will be held early this week.

FIGURING ON HAWORTH.

One high-up of the Murphey leaders said on Monday, “If Haworth would come out with a direct
statement that, tho the Socialists are opposed to the war, he is for a successful prosecution of the war as a
means to ending all war, our people would go to him almost in a body.”

Mayor Milroy said on Monday that he had not given a thought to the question of a third man on
the ticket. Law Director Commage said that after looking carefully over the city charter and the statutes
he is of the opinion that there is now ay to have the name of a third man printed on the ballot.
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October 1, 1917
Monday
[Toledo Times, page 1]

REMAINS OF MURPHEY WILL LIE IN STATE

Body to Be Taken to Memorial Hall Tuesday Morning.

FUNERAL AT TWO O’CLOCK

Services at Memorial U. B. Church, Palmwood and Lawrence Avenues.

While a half dozen attorneys were voluntarily seeking a legal solution Sunday to the perplexing
political situation, caused by the death of George A. Murphey, which leaves but two candidates for mayor
instead of three, as provided by the charter, thousands of friends viewed the remains of the former chief of
police at the family home, 1411 Waite avenue.

Murphey died at 4 o’clock Saturday afternoon from heart failure, following the effects of two
operations on his ear last winter. He had been confined to his home for about three weeks suffering with
a heavy cold. His death was unexpected.

His wife, who was in a serious condition following the unextpected death of her husband, was much
improved on Sunday and was able to receive the sympathy of the hundreds who visited the home.

Lie in State.

Funeral arrangements were made Sunday afternoon.
The remains will be taken to Memorial hall at 9:30 Tuesday morning and will lie in state until 1

o’clock Tuesday afternoon. The body will then be taken to the Memorial United Brethren church at the
corner of Palmwood and Lawrence avenues. Services will be held there at 2 o’clock.

The Reverends C. B. Fletcher and E. A. Wilson of East Broadway U. B. church, both personal friends
of Mr. Murphey, will preach short funeral sermons.

Brief services will be held at the grave in Forest cemetery.

Fraternal Orders to Take Part.

Orders of the Masons and Odd fellows, of which Murphey was a member, will assist in the funeral
services.

The active pall bearers are: John Willeman, Charles Mavis, Charles W. Ringman, J. George Kapp,
Jr., George W. Fraser, Walter T. Roper, A. C. Jones, C. W. Baker.

Honorary pall bearers are: J. W. Banting, J. George Kapp, sr., Isaac Gerson, Fred J. Holliger, A. W.
Boardman, John Schlatter, Dr. C. W. McGuire, Prof. Rex Wells, Harry B. George, Herman A. Behrendt.

A company of police will escort the body from Memorial hall to the church.

Many Visit Home.

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Murphey, parents of the dead man, returned to their Neapolis home on
Sunday night.

Poor and rich alike were among the throng of visitors at the Murphey residence Sunday afternoon.
Automobiles filled the street.

No satisfactory way out for Murphey supporters to place a successor for him on the ballot had been
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found by attorneys Sunday night.
It was admitted that the matter is almost entirely up to the board of elections, and the construction the

board will place upon the state election code and the city charter bearing upon mayoralty elections.
“A reasonable case might be made,” said an attorney supporter of the dead candidate, “but after all it

is pretty much up to the election board. The charter does not provide for any way of filling a vacancy in
such a case. It says that where the provisions of the charter are not sufficient to cover all election matters,
then the state statute bearing upon the same is applicable. Up to the minute my opinion is that the place
made vacant by Murphey’s death cannot be filled excepting by writing a name on the ballot.”

The state code relative to elections deals only with parties. Under the Toledo city charter elections
are non-partisan. Under the state partisan code a committee is provided by the parties which is
empowered to fill any vacancies on the ticket, but Toledo’s non-partisan charter does not make such
provisions, and it is held by most attorneys that the committee, which files petitions and vouches for the
qualifications of a candidate, is not empowered to fill vacancies as is the partisan committee under the
state election code.

Politicians speculate.

There is much speculation among politicians as to the alignment of the electorate in case the vacancy
caused by the death of George A. Murphey is not filled on the ballot, thus leaving only Cornell Schreiber
and Robert Haworth, the Socialist candidate, on the ticket.

In the meantime the Socialists are preparing for the most aggressive campaign they ever conducted in
Toledo, many of them claiming that Haworth has a fine chance to win. They declare that the Murphey
forces will not go to the Schreiber interests, and that if there is no man put on the ticket in his place the
Murphey strength will accrue to the benefit of Haworth.

Leaders of the Murphey forces seem to be entirely at sea, not having yet recovered from the
confusion and shock caused by the sudden and unexpected death of their candidate. A considerable
portion of them seem to favor centering upon a candidate and instruct the voters to write in his name on
the ballot on election day, if it is finally decided the vacancy on the ballot caused by Murphey’s death
cannot be filled by a printed name.

Rubber Stamp Candidate.

If a candidate is centered upon it is said by the Murphey leaders that a mass convention will be called
and that the choice of such mass gathering will take the dead candidate’s place. Thus, it is said, the
charge cannot be made that any faction or the present Murphey leaders or campaign managers picked the
candidate.

A rubber stamp with the name of the choices of such gathering has been suggested to facilitate the
voter. The use of a rubber stamp has been decided by the courts to be legal.

It will be several days before any definite decision is reached by the Murphey forces. A meeting of
the executive and general campaign committees will be held the latter part of the week to discuss the best
method of procedure. In the meantime the Murphey headquarters on Huron street will remain closed.
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October 2, 1917
Tuesday
[Toledo Blade, page 13]

PAY TRIBUTE TO GEO. A. MURPHEY

Crowds View Body and Attend the Funeral.

An almost continuous stream of men, women
and children passed through Memorial hall from 9:30
o’clock till noon Tuesday.

The odor of many flowers met them at the
Ontario street entrance, and led them to where the
body of George A. Murphey was surrounded by the
beautiful fragrant tribute of his friends. Pausing at
the bier they gazed thoughtfully a few moments and
passed on. Young men, old men and boys,
prosperous-looking men and shabby ones paid brief
respect to one whom they had liked and respected.
Persons who might have been intimate friends,
business associates and almost strangers came singly
or in groups and went again.

Guarded by two members of the police force, the
body of the ex-chief of police lay in state until 1
o’clock. It then was escorted by a platoon of police
to the Memorial United Brethren church at
Palmwood and Lawrence avenues, where another
large body of friends and relatives had gathered for
the funeral services, at 1:30.

Rev. E. A. Wilson, pastor of the East Broadway
United Brethren church, gave the scripture lesson
and prayer; Reverend C. B. Fletcher, D. D., pastor of
the Memorial U. B. church, made the obituary
address, and both the Odd Fellows and Masons
assisted in the services.

The body was escorted to Forest cemetery by the
Odd Fellows and Masons in a body and by a platoon
of police as far as Monroe street and Lincoln
avenues.
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October 2, 1917
Tuesday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 2]

FRIENDS PAY A LAST FAREWELL TO G. A.
MURPHEY

The final farewell to George A. Murphey was
given by relatives, lodge comrades and friends on
Tuesday in the little home, 1411 Waite-av, at
Memorial Hall, in the Memorial U. B. Church and at
Forest Cemetery.

A memorial meeting by the members of the
Murphey Executive and Campaign Committees will
be held at headquarters on Wednesday evening,
when there will be brief talks by the Rev. E. H.
Wilson and Rex Wells. Plans for relieving the
financial burden which Mr. Murphey’s long illness
placed upon the family, will be considered.

BRIEF SERVICE IN HOME.

There was a brief prayer service in the home on
Tuesday morning, after which the body, in a massive
oak casket, was escorted to Memorial Hall post room
by a few personal friends.

There, for three hours, there was an almost
constant procession past the bier of men and women,
young and old, all classes and conditions of men.

About the casket, which was covered with a
blanket of roses and decorated with the Masonic
apron and the Odd Fellows’ collar, were great
masses of cut flowers in wreaths, sprays and
emblematic pieces, from lodges, clubs, societies,
organizations and personal friends.

POLICE STAND GUARD.

Policemen, from the force Mr. Murphey used to
command, stood guard.

In Memorial U. B. Church, where the body was
taken at 1:30, the funeral sermons were preached by
Rev. E. H. Wilson and Rev. C. B. Fletcher, Masons
and Odd Fellows participating in the services. Later
the body was interred, in accordance with Masonic
usage, in Forest Cemetery.
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October 2, 1917
Tuesday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 6]

His Work Will Live

A forceful figure in Toledo’s political life passed when George A. Murphey yielded to death. No
man in Toledo has had so large and enthusiastic a personal following since the late Golden Rule Jones
dominated the political thought of the city.
Jones held his following by his personality
and his ideals.

Brand Whitlock held his followers rather
by his ideals than his personality, for he was
not a “good mixer.” Murphey was
emphatically a good mixer, and while he did
not disclose any great depth of thought he
had the personal force to put his doctrines
across to his audience and to give them the
impression of his strength and virility.

While there were those who clung to
Murphey because of the political
possibilities they foresaw, the great mass of
his following were honest, enthusiastic and
unselfish in their support. The allegiance
given to him by thousands of men was not
purchased nor purchasable.

One great item in his strength was the
universal belief in his rugged personal
honesty, and a conviction that “he has
backbone.” Both appealed to the citizenship
weary of discredited or spineless officials.

Like all men of his kind, Murphey leaves
no successor. But his work will live in a
keener interest in community political
matters and in a higher standard of civic
honesty and righteousness. He has done
good in a different and perhaps a higher way
than he had himself realized or
contemplated.
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October 2, 1917
Tuesday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 17]

MURPHEY MEN MAY ASK COURT TO FILL PLACE

The one hope for a candidate of those who, after the primary, centered their forces behind George A.
Murphey, now lies with the Supreme Court. Leaders claimed on Tuesday they had reason to believe the
Supreme Court might grant an order to the Lucas County Board of Elections to place the name of a third
candidate on the ballot to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Murphey.

“Otherwise, half the voters of Toledo will be disenfranchised, so far as voting for mayor is
concerned,” the leaders say. “We would have had a majority of the vote cast. Not in years have the
Republican factions of this city been united as they were during the week preceding our candidate’s
death.

“They do not want to vote for either Schreiber or Haworth. They want to get together on a candidate
who will represent what Murphey stood for.”

There are those who think one of the men defeated at the primary, Phil Hassenzahl, E. P. Usher,
Charles M. Milroy or Carl H. Kelley, should be chosen. Others say it should be a new man and among
those suggested are David H. Goodwillie, now director of service; John Schlatter, chairman of the
Murphey campaign; Rex Wells, teacher in Waite High School; A. W. Boardman and W. T. Huntsman.

At the memorial meeting at Murphey headquarters on Wednesday evening, after plans have been
made to raise the mortgage and pay the debts on the Murphey home, arrangements will be made for a
later meeting of the Murphey executive and campaign committees which latter includes representatives of
all the Republican factions.

If agreement can be had on a candidate, the approval of the committee of five, which certified to
Murphey’s qualifications before the Board of Elections, will be sought.

Then the Board of Elections will be faced with a petition nominating the chosen man as candidate for
mayor. It is taken for granted that the board will refuse action. Application will then be made to the
Supreme Court for a writ of mandamus.

Attorneys Frank M. Dotson, W. H. Harris, John Schlatter, Rob Phillips and others are of opinion that
a case can be made. It will be argued to the Supreme Court that the charter manifestly contemplated that
there should be a choice of three candidates for each office, but failed to provide for the contingency of a
death after nomination and before the vote.

It will be urged that state laws should then be applied.
The court will be asked to recognize the right of the executive and campaign committees and of the

qualifications committee of five to agree upon a substitute candidate and to instruct the Board of Elections
to place his name on the ballot.

It is believed that early action can be had from the Supreme Court. In case the action is unfavorable,
further plans for political expression will be considered.
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October 2, 1917
Tuesday
[Toledo Times, page 1]

MEMORIAL WILL BE HELD FOR MURPHEY

Funeral Services Tuesday Afternoon; Meeting at Headquarters Wednesday Evening.

Memorial services in honor of George A.
Murphey, one of the three candidates for mayor, who
died suddenly and unexpectedly Saturday afternoon,
will be held at the Murphey campaign headquarters,
221 Huron street, Wednesday evening at 8.

Those who will deliver the memorial addresses
are Professor Rex Wells and the Rev. E. H. Wilson.
Notices to this effect were sent out Tuesday evening
by Ellis Bonte, secretary of the Murphey campaign
committee. All are invited.

The body of the ex-police chief will lie in state at
Memorial hall Tuesday morning from 9:30 until 1
o’clock. It will then be escorted by a platoon of
police to the Memorial United Brethren church,
Palmwood and Lawrence avenues, where the funeral
services will be held at 1:30. The Revs. C. B.
Fletcher, pastor of the church, and E. A. Wilson,
pastor of the east Broadway U. B. Church, will
preach. Interment will be in Forest cemetery.
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October 3, 1917
Wednesday
[Toledo Blade, page 3]

PLAN A MURPHEY MEMORIAL MEET

Friends of Late Political Leader to Try to Raise Home Mortgage.

A memorial meeting for the late George A. Murphey will be held Wednesday evening by the
Murphey executive and campaign committees.

At this meeting, in the Murphey headquarters, Huron street, near Madison, Rev. E. H. Wilson, pastor
of the Broadway U. B. church, and Rex W. Wells, will speak.

Steps will be taken to lift the mortgage on the home of the late candidate at 1411 Waite avenue, and
to relieve the obligations which his long illness imposed on his family.

May Arrange Mass Meeting.

No consideration will be given at this meeting to the question whether a successor can be placed on
the mayoralty ticket, but a mass meeting probably will be arranged for Thursday evening for that purpose.

Thousands viewed the body in the Memorial hall annex Tuesday, and hundreds filled the Memorial
United Brethren church, during the funeral service Tuesday at 1:20.

Rev. C. B. Fletcher, pastor of Memorial church, of which Mr. Murphey was a member for 17 years,
and Mr. Wilson, conducted the religious service.

Two Lodges Participate.

Ritual services were conducted by the Odd Fellows and Masons at the church and in Forest cemetery.
Hymns which were favorites of Mr. Murphey were sung by Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Bargy.

Mr. Fletcher spoke of Mr. Murphey’s love for the old hymns. He said that shortly before the end
came he was heard humming one of them.

The casket was covered and surrounded by floral offerings. A detail of police and representatives of
the two fraternal orders escorted the body.

Hundreds waited at the cemetery and stood in the rain during the service at the grave. Several city
officials attended.
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October 3, 1917
Wednesday
[Toledo News-Bee, page 7]

G. A. MURPHEY IS TAKEN TO GRAVE

Mayor Milroy attended the services for George A. Murphey on Tuesday afternoon. So did the
socialist candidate for mayor, Robert T. Haworth. Candidate Cornell Schreiber sent a floral piece marked
“Sympathy.”

Masonic services were conducted at the church and at Forest cemetery by Robert G. Gosline,
Worshipful Master, and the brethren of Barton Smith Lodge F. & A. M., and at the church by the officers
and brethren of Toledo Lodge I.O.O.F.

The U.B. church was filled and many were unable to get inside.
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October 3, 1917
Wednesday
[Toledo Times, page 1]

THOUSANDS MOURN LOSS OF LEADER

Funeral Services of George A. Murphey Hold on Tuesday Afternoon

MANY TOUCHING TRIBUTES.

Impressive Services of Fraternal Organizations at the Church and Cemetery.

In the presence of relatives, friends, lodge brothers and city officials, the final tribute to George A.
Murphey was paid Tuesday afternoon. At the services in Memorial U. B. church and at the grave in
Forest cemetery, hundreds attended the last farewell. A company of policemen under Captain Crowley
passed before the casket to view for the last time their former comrade, whom they saw rise from the
ranks of patrolman to police chief and a political leader.

The services were conducted by the Rev. E. H. Wilson and Rev. C. B. Fletcher, Masons and Odd
Fellows. A large representation from both fraternal organizations was present. Besides these, scores of
personal friends and political leaders were at the church. Mayor Charles M. Milroy, Sergeant Henry
Frisch, and city councilmen were present. Over 200 automobiles formed the procession, which escorted
the body from the church to Forest cemetery. Services at the grave were brief.

Many Floral Tributes.

Mr. Murphey had been a member of Memorial U. B. church for over 20 years. Above his casket were
strewn scores of beautiful floral offerings. One piece represented the three-link emblem of the Odd
Fellows, while another was framed to represent the Masonic emblem.

Preceding the services in the afternoon the body lay in state in Memorial hall for three hours, where
an endless stream of people passed by the bier. Men, women and children were among those who visited
the hall during the noon hour to pay their last respects.

Escorted by lodge members, policemen and a procession of automobiles, the body was removed to
the church at 2 o’clock. A large crowd of friends were seated when the casket was carried in. During the
services sacred songs were sung by Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Bargy. Mr. Murphey’s aged father and mother
sat with members of the family.

Crowd at Cemetery.

A crowd of 500 to 700 men and women waited at the grave for nearly two hours, thru a drizzling rain.
It was thought the funeral procession would reach Forest cemetery by 2:30. It was nearly 4 o’clock,
however, when the long line of automobiles appeared.

Men bared their heads in the rain and stood solemnly thru the 20pminute service at the grave. The
reverends Wilson and Fletcher spoke again at the grave. Many police officials in plain clothes attended
the last ceremony.

Members of the Murphey campaign and executive committees will hold a memorial meeting at
headquarters Wednesday night. Dr. Wilson and Rex Wells will talk.
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October 4, 1917
Thursday
[Toledo Times, page 2]

GLOWING TRIBUTE PAID TO MURPHEY
Great Gathering of Followers Attend Memorial at Huron Street Headquarters.

ALL CLASSES PRESENT

Committee Appointed to Raise Fund to Wipe Out Mortgage on Home.

Glowing tributes for sturdy manhood, honesty, clearness of vision and the desire to help all mankind
and to make better the city of Toledo were paid the late George A. Murphey, candidate for mayor, who
died suddenly last Saturday afternoon, at a memorial meeting held at the Murphey headquarters, 221
Huron street, Wednesday night.

The place was filled with all classes of citizens who sat in silence and gave vent to their feelings only
when the speakers declared that the “spirit of Murphey still lives and that his great vision for betterment
must be seen by all his followers and by them fought for until realization.”

The principal speakers were the Rev. E. H. Wilson of the East Broadway U. B. church, and Prof. Rex
Wells of Scott high school. Avery W. Boardman made brief remarks. John Schlatter, chairman of the
Murphey campaign committee, presided.

Predicted Election.

Schlatter declared the death of Murphey at the time to be a “sad occurrence without a parallel in the
history of the city,” He predicted that Mruphey would have been victorious because he fought with the
earnestness of the Crusaders, and secured within two years such a band of followers as no other man in
the city had.”

Schlatter pointed to the large vote that Murphey received in his own ward as a testimonial of the
esteem in which he was held by his neighbors who knew him bets.

“But rich as he was,” said the speaker, “in the love and friendship of his fellow men; in the men and
women who believed in him, trusted him and saw in him a soul that vibrated with the higher ideals of life
and a vision of a better day, yet this man was almost destitute in so far as the material things of this world
go.”

Here Chairman Schlatter told of the “tragic last year” of Murphey’s life – a year fraught with illness
incurring a heavy expense which ran him into debt. He outlined a plan for raising some $1500 to pay off
a mortgage of $900 on the Murphey home and to wipe out some other debts.

The suggestion was well met by the audience and while Schlatter was speaking a citizen who does not
want his name known phoned to headquarters that he would give $100. Other offers were made during
the day and many signed checks at the meeting and others placed their names on a subscription list. A
committee of seven was appointed to raise the money.

Structure Survives.

Schlatter closed by declaring “the political structure which was reared thru the tremendous magnetism
and earnestness of this man survives and it remains for us, his followers, to carry on the work begun.”
With this statement the funeral-like silence of the meeting was broken for the first time by loud and
extended applause.

The Rev. Wilson referred to Murphey as a man of the highest ideals. “He had a psychological power
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October 3, 1917
Wednesday
[Toledo Times, page 3]

[The Times Periscope]
Because George A. Murphey

Because George A. Murphey, former chief and mayoralty candidate, resigned from the department
January 6, 1917, after two leave of absences had expired, his widow will not receive a death benefit or
pension from the department.
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that I have never met with in any other man in all my travels,” he said. “A fitting text for my estimate of
Mr. Murphey is found in the Book of Samuel, second chapter, 38th verse: ‘A great man has fallen this day
in Israel.’

Dared for Right.

“With all his power for conviction and his dynamic force for good, Mr. Murphey was conscious of his
limitations. It is a wise man who surveys and then discovers within himself limitations and acknowledges
them. He dared for right in the face of might, and out of his child-like simplicity poured the fire of a soul
such as one seldom finds. He was great enough to be tender to his bitterest enemies. He has left us a
program which builds for righteousness and which the people of this city are bound to follow.”

“A man of vision and courage,” said Prof. Rex Wells, who said he had known Murphey but some two
years, but that in that time he had recognized in him a man of wonderful powers for good.

“He was a man of no pretense, no ceremony, no subterfuge,” said Wells. “He was not narrow. He
loved all the people in a human sense. He was a man who had the courage of his convictions and went
straight to his subject. He impressed one as a man tremendously in earnest and one with a great mission
to perform.”

Maintain Organization.

Avery W. Boardman paid a brief but touching tribute to Mr. Murphey and urged the maintenance of
the organization.

Chairman Schlatter outlined the research made by a number of attorneys in an effort to find a way to
fill the vacancy on the ballot. He said it is still “in a haze of uncertainty,” but suggested that a mass
meeting of Murphey’s followers and sympathizers be held in Zenobia hall Thursday night to discuss the
matter further. This was unanimously agreed upon.

The meeting will be open to all. A candidate for the vacancy will be selected. The meeting is under
the auspices of the Murphey executive committee of seven and the campaign committee of 200.

A committee was appointed to solicit the funds to pay the mortgage on the Murphey home, 1411
Waite avenue, and to liquidate other debts. The mortgage of $900 on the home is held by Emil flick, who
said he would waive accrued interest, amounting to $38. The committee is:

W. T. Huntsman, George Kapp, Sr., Roy H. Spencer, James M. Ashley, J. Kaplin, David B. Eppstein
and Carl Torgler.
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