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Detective Captain Ralph VanVorce 
 

Appointed: April 10, 1916 
Retired: July 16, 1941 

 
 
 
 

Detective Lieutenant 
Garnet Stevenson 

(VanVorce’s partner on next slide) 
Appointed: June 16, 1918 

Retired: March 1, 1950 
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The Toledo Daily Times, May 30, 1930 
 
For the first time in the history of the Toledo Police 
Department, a prisoner was transported by airplane 
Thursday. 
 
Det. Ralph VanVorce, of the auto squad, brought 
R.K. Lance, 20, of Tippecanoe City, Ohio, in his plane 
to Toledo. Lance was wanted here on an auto theft 
charge. 
 
VanVorce flew his plane to Tippecanoe City, leaving 
the municipal airport, Stickney Ave., at 1:15 p.m. He 
arrived at 2:45. Pilot William Kenney, who has been 
teaching VanVorce to fly, was at the controls when 
the plane brought Lance to Toledo at 6 p.m. 
 
VanVorce and Lance were taken to the Safety 
Building in a police speed car, accompanied by 
VanVorce’s partner, Detective G.J. Stevenson. 
 
The picture was taken shortly after the flying 
detective landed at the Stickney Avenue airport. 
Pilot Kenney is at the left. Next to him is Detective 
VanVorce with his prisoner. Detective Stevenson is 
at the extreme right. 
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The News Bee, June 30, 1933 
 
VanVorce was very forward thinking. He was a huge 
proponent of using airplanes as crime fighting tool.  
 
“You get around so quickly and easily in airplanes that they 
more than pay for themselves. Police would use them to bring 
back prisoners from other cities and to get clues in other towns. 
If criminals were headed toward Toledo in an auto, an airplane 
pilot could watch the roads and pick up the car much more 
easily than half a dozen scout cars. Signals could be arranged for 
ground crews to catch the car.” 
 
“There is no chance of prisoners escaping from an airplane, if it 
is an open cockpit plane . . . any move on his part could be 
followed by the pilot with a little side slip and short dive that 
would make the prisoner sit down fast . . .” 
 
But at the time of this article, Toledo police officers had not 
been paid for the months of May and June and had taken a 10% 
pay cut. Airplanes were not a priority. 
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May 10, 1936 
 
VanVorce purchased a “Bird Challenger”  
 
VanVorce’s new aircraft was the recommendation of Mr. 
Wiley Post, a pilot who was killed in a plane crash with the 
actor Will Rogers in 1935, a year before this article was 
published. 
 
VanVorce received his flight training from a former 
barnstormer and Tommy Metcalf, Toledo’s first commissioner 
of aviation, and president/owner of the Metcalf Flying Service 
at the airport from 1930-1950. He is the namesake for Toledo 
Metcalf Field on Lemoyne Road in Millbury. The Toledo 
Executive Airport was also named Metcalf Field at one time. 
 
Though VanVorce never did see the reality of TPD using an 
airplane for law enforcement purposes beyond his prisoner 
transport, his heart was always in the right place and he went 
to extreme measures to be prepared. 
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May 17, 1937 
 
VanVorce was forced to make an 
emergency landing in a field in Erie, 
Michigan after a strong storm blew him 
out over Lake Erie.  
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Detective Captain Ralph VanVorce was a pioneer 
airplane pilot in the 1920s. He owned his own plane 
and made police history when he transported a 
prisoner to Toledo in an airplane . . . the first known 
prisoner air transfer made in the United States. 
 
After retiring, he founded the former Lee Lumber & 
Coal Company on Secor Road and operated the firm 
until he retired in 1972. He passed away at the age 
of 85. 
 
 
 


