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Gas Pellet Finally

Ends Fight

3 Policemen Shot In Battle,

Father Of 4 Wounded After
Threatening To Kill Family

PATROLMAN BROWN GIVEN FIR3ST AID AFTER BEING WOUNDED
Photo shows activity at scene after policeman was felled

WILLIAM BOYLE

DONALD BROWN

FRANK HAYS

Wounded policemen

y —Blade Photos
SHOTGUN BLAST STR]KES PATROLMAN HAYS IN LEG.

Policemen assisted from vantage point behind tree

Crowds Risk Lives To Get
‘Front Seat’ At Police Battle

Guns Bark, Sirens Wail, Gas Swirls
While Spectators Hamper Officers

It could have been a circus
scene but for the blood-stained
men, the odor of swirling tear
gas, the house at 1912 North
14th St. being peppered by gun-
fire from police.

Hundreds of spectators, risk-
ing their lives for a first-hand
view of the exchange of shots
that wounded three policemen
and an enraged father, raced
from car to tree, house to
house, exposing themselves and
hampering the efforts of police
to flush Oliver Nickerson, 52,
from his home.

Patrolman Frank Hays, the
first to be hit by Nickerson as
he approached the house, still
lay behind a large tree, refus-
ing to be moved ‘‘until we get
him.”

Goes Down Fighting

Inside the house, its windows
blasted by gunfire, Nickerson
staggered to the back door, gun

‘in hand, leveled the weapon at

another policeman and was
knocked down by a shotgun
charge.

Sirens wailed as ambulances
sped the injured policemen,
each felled by a shot from
Nickerson’s gun, to St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital. -

On the front porch of 1916

i North 14th, Mrs. Lucille Nick-

rerson sat talking with detec-

tives, tearfully relating the
chain of events that began with
her husband attempting to dis-
cipline a son, Oscar, 17, and
ended when Patrolman Richard
Dandino fired the shot that
felled him.

Sweating policemen, some of

_them stained with the blood of

their fellow officers, ordered
curiosity seekers away from
the scene as crime laboratory
technicians and photographers
moved in.

Crowds Linger
Two hours after the first shot

was fired, crowds still lined
both sides of the street and

filled the alley and a play-
ground behind the house, talk-
ing among themselves, trying
vainly to sort out fact from
fiction.

An auto, its left front tire
flattened by the same blast
that critically injured Patrol-
man Donald Brown, sat across
from the vacant house.

Another car o wn er whose
auto bore a gaping hole in the
roof, probably the result of a
stray shot, shrugged philosoph-
ically.

5 Police Wounded, 1 Dead
In Battles In 21, Years

In the last 23 years Toledo
police have fought three gun
battles with berserk gunmen.

The toll: five policemen
wounded and one dead; two
gunmen killed and one wound-
ed; one bystander killed and
one wounded.

At the scene of yesterday’s
battle was Patrolman Xen-
neth Bennett, 31, -partner of
Donald Brown, 32, who was
injured critically. .

Patrolman Bennett was
wounded Jan. 7, 1960, in a bat-
tle at the Indiana Avenue
YMCA with Essie Funches, 65,
who was killed.

Also wounded were Patrol-|

man Thomas Sass, 43, and two
bystanders, one of whom, the
Rev. Wade Pinkney, died of
his wounds.

Funches, like the killer of
Patrolman Walter Boyle, 29,
who was shot to death on Dec.
8, 1961, had a history of mental
illness. !

"The killer of Patroiman
Boyle was R:#mond Brothers,
30, who shot himself to death
in the loft of a garage after|
he was surrounded by police.

Patrolman Boyle, whose
brother, William Boyle, 31, wno
was wounded in yesterday’s
shooting, had gone to an East
Toledo home to serve a warrant
on Brothers, and pursued him
into a nearby alley.

Turn to Page 11, Col. 1

Officers Use

Tear Gas

As Man Goes Berserk

"Son Rushes Out Of Home To Warn
First Cruiser To Reach Scene

Three policemen were wounded yesterday by a shot-
gun-wielding man who went berserk and threatened to kill
his family of five during an argument in his home. The
father was shot and wounded by police as he tried to

escape.

The wo un d e d policemen
are:

Patrolman Donald Brown, 32,
of 3536 Golfgate Dr., in critical
condition with wounds of the
face, head and body.

Patrolman Frank Hays, 39,
of 21271 Putnam St., in fairly
good condition with wounds of
the head, face and legs.

Patrolman William Boyle, 31,
of 2534 Oak Grove Pl., in seri-
ous condition with face and
head wounds. He is the brother
of Patrolman Walter P. Boyle,
who was Kkilled last December
in a gun battle with an East
Side parolee.

All three officers are in St.
Vincent’s Hospital.

In Mercy Hospital under
police guard is Oliver Nicker-
son, 52, of 1912 North 14th St.,
charged with shooting with in-
tent to kill. He received face
and shoulder wounds and was
in good condition.

How It All Started

Members of Nickerson’s fam-
ily and police gave this account
of the family argument and
ensuing battle:

Nickerson arrived home
about 4:30 p.m., after getting
off work at 3 p.m. He is a
porter at the A&P Bakery, 719
Brown Ave., where he had
worked 10 years. He stopped
on the way home to drink.

Nickerson went upstairs in
the apartment and began beat-
ing a son, Oscar, 17. Nicker-
son’s wife, Lucille, 50; a daugh-
ter, Luellen, 19, and two other
sons, Joe, 27, and Waymon, 22,
tried to dissuade the father.

Nickerson again struck Os-
car, knocking him unconscious.
He also struck Luellen on the
face and head. He threatened
to kill the entire family, and
took a shotgun from his bed-
room. Mrs. Nickerson told Way-
mon to phone police, which he
did, using the phone in the
apariment.

By the time police arrived,
all the family, except Nicker-
son, had left the apartment.
Mrs. Nickerson and Luellen
took refuge at, the Black &
White Cab Co., 1902 North 14th.
The sons went outside.

Warns Police

The first police car on the
scene was that of Patrolmen
Hays and Boyle. As they
stopped across the street from
the Nickerson home, Joe Nick-
erson ran to their car.

Later, Patrolman Boyle said,
“That kid (Joe) saved our

erson) would have gunned us
both down.”

While Patrolman Boyle radi-
oed for more help, Patrolman
Hays approached the entrance
walk of the house. He called
to Nickerson to drop the. shot-
gun. Nickerson fired. Patrol-
man Hays, who was partially
protected by a tree, was struck
by the blast.

Patrolmen Brown and Ken-
neth Bennett arrived in an-

other car.

The Blade’s
Dennis
the
Menace
Contest

Starts Today

You’ll find the rules
on Page 4 of the

Weekly Blade

i the longest.

hit a moment later as he
crouched behind one of the
patrol cars. ?

A dozen more policemen con-
verged on the scene, guns
drawn. Sgt. Ralph Mowka
fired a tear gas pellet through
a front window of the apart-
ment. Choking from the fumes,
S»Iickerson fled to the back

00T,

At least six policemen were
waiting for him in the back
yard. From the back porch,
Nickerson aimed his. shotgun
at Patrolman Roy Maier. As
he did, Nickerson was brought
down by a shotgun blast fired
by Patrolman Richard Dan-
dino.

On the scene, in charge of
the police, was Chief Anthony
A. Bosch.

Police said Nickerson had no
previous police record.

Waymon Nickerson said the
family argument started when
his father attempted to disci-
pline Oscar for staying out late
at night and for associating
with a bad crowd of boys.

The daughter, Luellen, was
treated in St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal for injuries she suffered at
her father’s hands.

Attendants at St. Vincent’s
Hospital said a dozen shotgun
pellets were imbedded in the
wounds suffered by Patrolmen
Boyle and Hays. Patrolman
Brown was struck by 40 pellets,
they said.

Chief Bosch said doctors af
the hospital advised him that
Patrolman Brown’s brain was
struck by at least two pellets.

Patrolman Boyle’'s family
was told last night that one
pellet had passed through an
eye and two had lodged in his
brain.

First Gun Baitle

For All 3 Victims

None of the three policemen
who were shot had previously
been involved in a gun fracas,
according to Sgt. Joseph Steel,
in charge of the police person-
nel records.

Patrolman Hays has been a
member of the police division
He was appointed
Jan. 2, 1950. He is divorced
and has one son.

Patrolman Brown was ap-
pointed to the force Sept. 16,
1955. His wife’s name is Mari-
lyn.  They have no children.

Patrolman Boyle joined the
force Nov. 1, 1959. He and his
wife, Marge, have two chil-
%‘en, Kathy, 8, and Michael,

*

Discipline
Of Son Led

To Shooting

Man Who Wounded
Policemen Says Boy
Had Stolen Cherries

“Don’t call the police or I'll
kill ’em all.”

That’s what Oliver Nickerson
said he told his wife, Lucille,
in;hile whipping his son, Oscar,

The husky man told her not
to interfere as he continued to
discipline the boy for what he
said was stealing cherries from
a tree near the Nickerson home
on North 14th Street.

But Mrs. Nickerson told an-
other son to place a call fo po-
lice headquarters.

Began Shooting

When police arrived, Nicker-
son started shooting.

Talking in Mercy Hospital to
a Blade reporter, Nickerson
told this story:

He was in the hallway when
the police car drove up. He had
his 12-gauge shotgun.

“I fired out the front door as
they got out,” he said.’”” I don’t
know if I hit anyone. I started
shooting and just kept shooting,
I don’t know how many times.

“I don’t know who shot me,
but I know it was a policeman
as they were the only ones
shooting back.”

Resented Interference

Why did he fire at the police-
man? '

“I don’t want you messing
with my stuff, and I won't mess
with yours. That’s the kind of
guy I am. I wasn’t going fo be
interfered with.”

He said he was whipping his

* *

= | son for taking the cherries and

‘“wasn’t raising the boy to be a
thief. I don’t go for that.”

) 4
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POLICE OFFICERS SURROUND FALLEN GUNMAN AT REAR OF AUOME

Berserk father was shot by police as he fled tear gas fumes

Police Baftles

Continued from First Page

While the complete detaiis
nl the shooting were never
known. police believe Patroti-
man Boyle was ambushed
while rounding the corner of
a house, and [elled by a shnt
in the forehead. 'Three more
hullets were pumped into him
while he was on the ground.

Two other Boyle brothers are
nn the force: Daniel Joseph
and Repis Franklin,

Patrolman Boyle was the
first policeman to die of gun-
fire since Detective L1. .John
J. McCarthy was shot to death
near the Safety Building on
Jan. 7, 1947, :

Lieutenant McCarthy and
two other officers were bying-
ing in threce men, including a
check forger. Fdward G. Mon.
nett.

As the car approached e
and Jackson streets, Monnett
pushed a pistol against Lieu-
tenant McCarthy's head and
satd: "This is as far as we go
Stop the car or I'fH Xill all three
of you,™

In the shooting that followed,
Lieutenant McCarthy, Mannglt,
and another of the suspects
were killed.
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Toledo Patrolman Dies
Of Wounds In Gun Battle

Brown Succumbs;
Murder Warrant
Signed For Slayer

Patrolman Donald Brown
dicd today in St. Vincent's Hos-
pital of wounds inflicted Satur-
day in the exchange of gunfire
between police and a berserk
gunman,

Struck by 40 pellets from a
shotgun, some of which entered
his brain area, the 32-yecar-old
patrolman, who lived at 3536
Gollgate Dr., battled for his
life more than 60 hours, aided
by an automalic breathing de-
vice.

The automatlic respirator was
inserted after the patrolman
underwent an emergency
tracheolomy (incision of the

windpipe) after his breathing
slowed.

Two other patrolmen, wound-
ed in the fray outside of the
home of the gpunman, Oliver
Nickerson, 1912 North 14th St.,
remained in St. Vincent's, Pa-
trolman William Boyle, 2534
Oak Grove Pl., was listed in
fair condition, and Patrolman
Frank Hays, 2127% Putnam St.,
in good condition.

Patrolman Boyle has lost
the sight of his right eye as
the resull of his wounds.

Murder Warrant Signed

Nickerson, alsv wuunded
after he was forced Lo stagger
from the house by tear gas,
was confined to Mercy Hospital
‘under police guard. His condi-
tion was listed as fair.

Detective Sgt. Andrew Jan-
kowski signed a warrant today
charging lim with f{irst degree
murder—the slaying of a po-
liceman in the performance of
his duty.

Police said while Nickerson
was whipping a son, Oscar, 17,
for stealing cherries from a
neighbor's tree—the incident
that culminated in the gun bat-
tle~=he warned the rest of his
family nol to call police,
threatening to “kill 'em all.”

DONALD BROWN

Victim of gunman

Municipal Judge Robert V.
Franklin, Jr., set Junc 22 at
9 a.m, for arraignmeni on the
murder charge.

Patrolman Brown was the
second policeman to die in the
line of duty n six months.
Patrolman Walter Boyle, 29,
brother of Wilham, was shot
and killed last Dec. 8 in ISast
Toledo. His slayer, Raymond
Brothers, 30, later shot himself
to death in the loft of a garage
which had been surrounded by
pulicc,

Similar Baitle In 1960

The gun battle Saturday re-
called a similar shooting out-
break Jan. 7, 1960, at the Indi-
ana Avenue YMCA in which
two patrolmen were wounded,
They were Patrolmen Thomas
Sass, 43, and Kenneth Bennett,
3l. Patrolman Bennett, at the
scene Saturday, was a scout
crew partner of Patrolman
Brown.

Previous lo the death of Pa-
irolman Waller Boyle, the last
Toledo policeman to be slain
while on duty was Delective Lt,
Juhn J. MeCarthy, who lost his
life 1n a gun battle Jan, 7, 1947,
outside of the Safety Building.

Patrolman Brown, son of the
late Sgt. James F. Brown, as-
signed to the ditpatcher’s office,
had bren a policeman since
Sept. 16, 1955. He was a life-
long Toledo resident. A gradu-
ate of Waite High School, he
was a {ruck driver for Labbey-
Owens-Ford Glass Co. before
he jomned the force.

Services Thursday

Surviving are his wife; Mari-
lyn; his mother, Mrs. Zelma
Brown, and brothers, James
F., and Robert R., all of To-
ledao.

The body will be in the Ben-
nett Mortuary, Seccor Rpad,
after noon tomorrow. Services
will be at 11 a.m. Thursday in
the mortuary, with burial In
Woordlawn Cemetery, The Fra-
ternal Order of Police will con-
duct rites at 8 p.m, tomorrow,
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Mes. Frank M. Hays
3806 Linden Green Drive
Toleclo, Ohio 43614

December 9, 1974

Corrin J. McGrath
Chief of Police
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Chief McGraths

Thank you for sending us a copy of the letter
you received from the Adult Parole Authority re:

Qliver Nickerson.

On November 19, we wrote to Governor John Gilligan
regarding this man and enclosed is a copy of the reply
we received. We certainly hope that the Governor does
not parole this man before he leaves the Governort's office.

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Zé&z : Ul/cu/.L }7( .%475

enclosure

A&




FEHABIITATION

g o

ADULT PAROLE AUTHORITY
1050 Freeway. Drive, N
Columbus, Ohio 43229

Hays ~ -
3806 Linden Green Drive .
Tbleée, Ghim 4361& '

Dear Mrs. Hays.;

“~f Yaur letter dated November 19,

kRE:

T
FALH 3]

Batineit 4,

H. Richord Gosch

Area Code 614-466-2175

December 4, 1974

Oliver Nickerson
CCI 117-397

1974 dlrected to Covernor John

’n},‘Cllllgan, has been referred to thls offlce for reply.

Pesézbly as a result

of having worked w1th various pulice af£¢cers

in various Ohio cities dmrlng the past 39 years, I find myself in

general agreement with 1ts contents

Thls case was considered by the Ohio Parcle Board in June, 197&,‘f

and on Septenber 5, 1974, a negatlve recommendatlon was sent to

tbé‘GOVEYHOr a offlce,

- NS/sms 

_cc: Governor John J, Gilligan

Very truly yours,

ILY PAROLE Ay}HORITY

NOLAN 52 )Ti%;, CHALRVAN
OHLIU PAROLE BOARD

Cooper -

Seorge F. Denfon «

dehnl Gilligan - Governier

Divector

- Asst, Diretior

Chisf




OHIO DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION AND CORRECTION

7

g " DIVISION OF PAROLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES |

John J. Gilligan - Governor

ADULT PAROLE AUTHORITY
1050 Freeway Drive, N.

Columbus, Ohio 43229 H. Richard Gooch - Asst. Director
Area Code 614-466-2195

Bennett J. Cooper - Director

George F. Denton - Chief

November 8, 1974

Corrin J. McGrath
Chief of Police
Safety Building
525 N. Erie Street
Toledo, Ohio 43624

RE: Oliver Nickerson
CCI 117-397

Dear Mr. McGrath:

Thank you for your letters of October 23, 1974, directed to
Governor Gilligan and Chairman Snyder, which in turn have been
forwarded to this office for reply.

Mr. Nickerson's case was considered by the Parole Board in
June, 1974, at which time a negative recommendation was sent to the
Governor's Office.

Very truly yours,

ADULT PAROLE AUTHORITY

S o A

A3 1
G. B. LEONARD, MEMBER )
OHIO PAROLE BOARD
GBL/sms

cc: Office of the Governor




OHIO

/TMES 5. DAKEN | DIVISION OF POLICE

CORRIN J. McGRATH

CiTY MANAGER
SAFETY BUILDING CL”E‘ESSOZ POL ICE
DONALD R. SHANTEAU 525 No. Erie Street . Hwew

SAFETY DIRECTOR Toledo, Ohio 43624

October 23} 1974

@

Mr. Nolan Snyder

Chairman of the Board
Adult Parole Authority
1050 Freeway Drive, North
Columbus, Ohio - 43229

Dear Mr. Snyder:

I would 1like to take this opportunity to voice my
strong opposition to the parole of Oliver Nickerson, who
is presently serving a life term for the killing of one
of our police officers, Donald C. Brown, and the wounding
of two other police officers, Frank Hays and William Boyle.

I am opposed to any parole for a convicted police
killer, and particularly in light of the fact that the
yearly homicide rate of police officers continues to rise.
Past history has indicated that individuals of this sort,
when released, have not, in fact, been rehabilitated, and in
many cases, take up where they left off.

It is the earnest and sincere requeét of this départ—
ment that you do whatever is within the powers of your
office to recommend denial of Nickerson's appeal.

Wlth deep grat%;u‘

////Zi ' ’\f"ic@

Corrin J. McGrath
Chief of Police

Vole

CIM: b B
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DIVISION OF POLICE
JAMES B. DAKEN CORRIN J. McGRATH
CiTY MANAGER CHIEF OF POLICE .
SAFETY BUILDING LEADS OHRA4BY7

DONALD R. SHANTEAU 525 No. Erie Street
SAFETY DIRECTOR ‘ Toledo, Ohio 43624

October 23, 1974

The Honorable John J. Gilligan
Governor of the State of Ohio
State House Building

Columbus, Ohio - 43215

Dear Governor Gilligan:

On June 12, 1962, Oliver Nickerson shot and killed
Officer Donald C. Brown of this department. He also
seriously wounded Sergeant Frank Hays of this department,
and permanently injured another officer, who has since
retired; i.e., the loss of one eye. Sergeant Hays still
suffers from the injuries he received in this incident.

It has come to my attention that Oliver Nickerson
has applied for parole. May I voice my strong opposition
to any parole for a convicted police killer, and particu-
larly in light of the fact that the yearly homlclde rate
of police officers continues to rise. Past history has
indicated that individuals of this sort, when released,
have not, in fact, been rehabilitated, and in many cases,
take up where they left off.

It is the'earnest and sincere request of this depart-
ment that you do whatever is within the powers of your
office to recommend denial of Nickerson's appeal.

With deep grati

D ot /M:zt

Corrin J. McGrat
" Chief of Police

CJdM:bg




) ; g October 16, 1974

Corrin J. McGrath
Chief of Police
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Chief McGrath:

Reference is made to correspondence I had with former Chief Robert
Duck on January 16, 1974, and his regpoctlvg eply to me on J%nwarJ 28,
meaning via a carbon copy of his letter he sent to lMr. Nolar n Snyder in
Columbus, Ohio for us in regard to Oliver Hickerson. Copﬂ@m of letters
which, undoubtedly, are in Frank's file with the Police Department.

Oliver Nickerson shot and killed my first husband, Donald C. Brown,
in June of 19623 seriocusly wounded Frank, my present husband; seriously
and permanently injured Bill Boyle, ie., lose of one eye. Frank still
suffers from the injuries he received in the incident.

ot

Getting to the crux of this matier, Mr. Nickerson has applied for
“clemency”. As soon as we learned of this, we've enlisted everyonets
help that we could by asking them to WfitL letters to the Adult Parole
ﬁuthovitJ in Columbus, and the Governor. The response has been great from
our friends and acquaintances in answer to our pleas for hmlp in trying to
keep this murderer behind bars where hc certainly belongs for the rest of
hig natural days, You, Chief McGrath, even having been here in Toledo for
such a short time know how high the crime rate is and about the constant
revolving door for the criminals, et cetera. Therefore, I'm sure that you
do not want a convicted murderer walking the streets of Toledo, or for that

a
natter, any streets of any lown., [Lveryone we have talked to feels the

same way — bthey want their families to feel safe - and nowdays - the fesling
is very tight.

Prank and I have been told by Chas, la _wall local Parcle ifubhority,
that we may be present in Columbus for one of the hearings - but not the one
where ”Eickcrson“ would be present. We are walting for a letter from Hr.
Nolan Snyder asdvising us of the date so that we may hopefully attend and
verse our objecticns in person.

4s the new Chief of Police of Toledo, would you be kind enough to write
a letter of protest on behalf of the Department, et ceteray The address is:

Mz, ol Sny&erg Chairman of the Board, Adult Parole Authority,
1050 Freeway Drive Norih, Columbus, Ohlo, 43229.

Governcr John J. Gilligan, State House Bldg,, Columbusg, 0.,43215

o
If you care to see complete newspaper clippings of the incident, I'1l1l be
happy to supply you with thenm
sincerely,

e . Feash M ,%L@J

(Mrd,) Frank M. Hays




oF TOLEDO oHio

ATTORNEY AT LAW

1045 SPITZER BUILDING.
. PHONE: 248-4677

.+~ ANDY DOUGLAS RESIDENCE
s COUNCILMAN 5522 LARCHWOOD LANE
; PHONE: 865-9117

April 2, 1974

: “Mfs, Frank Hays
... 3806 Linden Green
~ 'Toledo, Ohio 43614

Dear Mrs. Hays:

It has been some time since you have written to me concerning

the proposed parole of Oliver Nickerson. During the intervening
time, I have been gathering additional facts and information, and
~at the conclusion of that investigation, I so thoroughly agreed

. with your position that I have not only written the letters you
requested, but, in addition, have contacted several of the people
involved in the corrections program in Columbus and have stated my
views.

You can be assured of my continuing support in this matter, and when
the issue once again arises, I will be happy to do my part.

Please accept my continuing best wishes to you and your husband, I
know he is a fine police officer as well as a good man.

Sincerely,,

< ]
// J ’\ /‘/’ "/ //
(4 Ay ,/,, e LS
- / P
Andy Douglas,
Councilman

‘kAD:na




January 28, 1974

Mr. Nolan Snyder

Chairman of the Board
Adult Parole Authority
1080 Freeway Drive, North
Columbus, Ohio - 43238

Dear Mr., Snyder:

I am taking this opportunity to express my
disapproval of the parole of Mr. Oliver Hickerson
who is presently serving a life term for the
killirng of one of our pciice officers, Donald C.
Browu, and the wounding of two other police officers,
Frank Hays and William Boyle.

At the time I was tihe Captain in charge of
nomicide and investigation, and 1 am aware that the
snooting was done without any rayme or reason,

It is my opinion that if parcle is granted to
this indiwvidual his return to society could result
in the loss of other persons lives.

Sincerely yours,

&

Robert J. Duck,
Chief of Police

RJD:bg

cc: Mrs. Frank Hays
Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police




January 16, 1974

Robert J. Duck
Chief of Police
545 N. Huren Street
Fire Station #1
Toledo, Ohio 43604

Deagr Chief Duck:

This letter is in confirmation of my telephone conversation with your
secretary this morning, regarding "Oliver Nickerson" applying for clemency.
As you know, since you were in charge of the investigation at that time,
he shot and killed my husband "Donald C. Brown"j shot and wounded my present
husband, Sergeant Frank Hays, and wounded Bill Boyle. We understand from
speaking with Mr. Chas. Marshall, local Parole Authority, that "Nickerson"
has applied for clemency and it will go before the Parole Board in Columbus,

possibly in late February.

Frank and I feel very strongly that this man should not be "let out”
of prison, and should serve the rest of his natural life behind bars. Your
cooperation, as Chief of Police of Toledo, Ohio, in writing a letter to
+the Parole Board would certainly carry some weight in their decision. You,
better than anyone else, are aware of the high crime rate in Toledo and
surrounding cities, and on behalf of the citizens of Toledo, a letter from
you would certainly be a deciding factor toward a decision to not parole
this man - Oliver Nickerson. We are asking for your support in your job
as Chief of Police to protest his being paroled. We have heen told that we
can travel to Columbus and be present at this man's hearing, which, of course,
we shall do at our physical and financial expense. Anything we can do to
keep this murderer behind bars shall be done.

,'//'

1050 Freewzy Drive North, Columbus, Ohio, 43229.

& The address of the Governor is: Governor John J. Gilligan, State House
‘ Building, Columbus, Ohio 43215

e understand that the Governor has the final "say-so" as to this man's
future, irregardless as to what the Parole Board decides, as you know, being
an gttorney,

This Sunday, when we go to our separate churches, your's being Catholic

and ours being Lutheran, we can say a prayer that this man is not put back
into our society; regardless of our respective religion, we are all "God's

Children",

Sincerely yours,

Tiie. Fuasck M. Vs

(Mrs.) Frank M. Hays

3806 Linden Green Drive
Toledo, Chio 43614
Telephones 382-0657

" The address is: Nolan Snyder, Chairman of the mard, Adult Parole Authorit ,
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