Delehanty-Phillipski Gun Battle
(Notes from Doug Tracy)
I’ve been working on the 1920 Leo Cousino murder story, but ended up digging into a little of Inspector William
Delehanty’story as well.
Inspector Delehanty was first at the scene at Myrtle Hemsley’s Jefferson Avenue apartment (allegedly a house of illfame) where Cousino was shot and killed. Delehanty said it was suicide, but Chief Herbert was not convinced. He sent
Detective Tracy there 2 days later to search the scene a second time. Tracy quickly found the murder weapon under
Hemsley’s mattress, causing her to confess that she shot and killed Cousino in an effort to save her daughter from
Cousino’s lurid advances.
Cousino wanted Hemsley’s daughter, Hilda, to marry him. One problem, though – both were already married, but not to
each other. Shortly after her confession, Hemsley died when she fell 40 feet from the top of the Toledo jail while trying
to escape using a rope made of bed sheets.
Six months later, Chief Herbert decided to fire Inspector Delehanty for “incompetence and inefficiency,” related in part
to his bungling of the Cousino investigation.
In a very public hearing, Delehanty mentioned that he still suffered from a gunshot wound he had received years earlier,
an aside that piqued my curiosity. I soon learned that Delehanty was shot in a gun battle with William Phillipski, in which
the two exchanged an incredible 13 shots while Delehanty was holding Phillipski’s wrist with one hand, gun in the other.
Talk about close combat! Delehanty was shot in the leg. Phillipski was shot 3 times and died a few minutes later.
As for the result of the hearing, Safety Director Wall was removed and Chief Herbert and Inspector Delehanty were
pensioned, based on the conclusion that there was too much “friction” in the police department.
The Delehanty-Phillipski
shootout took place in the
doorway of the J. H.
Flemore saloon, on the
corner where the current
police building is located.
The Toledo Blade pic below
(1/26/1911) is captioned:
“The saloon is at the
southeast corner of the
two streets (Jackson and
North Erie), directly across
from the court-house
square.”
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