
     Thanks to Frances Squire,
grand-daughter of Lewis B. Tracy,
for trusting me with these priceless
scrapbooks.  They are truly
treasures and deserve to be
shared, not just among family
members, but also among others
who may be interested in a
fascinating slice of life in Toledo,
Ohio, in the early 1900's.  The
scrapbook contents have all been
scanned and I am eager to share
them.  You can contact me at:

Doug Tracy
3993 Prince George Lane
New Albany, Ohio 43054
614-855-9789
dtracy@insight.rr.com

"The best form of preservation is
dissemination."
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To all of the Tracy family:

    The next time you are
introduced to a stranger who
jokingly asks if you are related to
Dick Tracy, you can tell him that,
yes, you actually are a close
relative of the infamous Detective
Tracy - not the comic book
character, but a real living crime
fighter, Detective Lewis B. Tracy of
Toledo, Ohio -  a cop's cop who
nabbed the bad guys and kept the
rough streets of Toledo safe in the
early 20th century.
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     How much do most of us really know about our ancestors?  If we're lucky, we may know when some of them
were born, where they lived, who they married, what they did for a living and when they died - but not much else.
In the case of Lewis B. Tracy, we know much more, thanks to two voluminous scrapbooks of newspaper clippings
that document his entire career with the Toledo Department of Police, plus a treasure trove of photos and other
artifacts.  We are extremely fortunate that this rare set of memorabilia has been handed down and preserved for
future generations to see and share.

     The two scrapbooks contain close to 700 newspaper articles and related artifacts that are far too numerous to
include in this book, which is only intended to provide an overview of Lewis B.'s career.  By no means is it a
complete work.  A more comprehensive book detailing his life as a crime fighter in Toledo demands to be written
some day when this vast archive of material can be properly organized, researched and combined with
information from other sources to create a more extensive biography.

     Lewis B. Tracy was born May 13, 1862 in Farmer Township, Defiance County, Ohio.  His father and mother,
Alfred and Lucretia, were descendants of the pioneer Tracy's who migrated from Pennsylvania in the late 1700's
to settle in the area of Salt Creek Township, Wayne County, Ohio, in what we now know as 'Amish country'.  Later
in life, Alfred Tracy established himself as a cabinet-maker, farmer and carpenter in Wauseon, Ohio, where
Lewis B. grew up.

     Lewis B. found his way to Toledo in 1879, working various jobs, among them managing a carpet cleaning
company.  He joined the Toledo Department of Police in 1898, starting his law enforcement career as a city
patrolman, and reaching the rank of Captain in the Detective Division.  His scrapbook chronicles his career with
the police department in great detail, beginning around 1902 and ending with his death on October 29, 1921.

Lewis B. Tracy
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     When Lewis B. Tracy arrived in Toledo in 1879, the population was 50,000, making it one of the largest cities
in Ohio.  By 1899, the population had more than doubled to 115,000.  It's hard to imagine what life was like in the
early 1900's.  Urban life in Toledo was certainly very different than life on the farm and in the surrounding small
towns.  Horses were still the primary mode of transportation, as cars were just beginning to take over.  Travel by
air was primitive and only for daredevils.  Conveniences that we take for granted, such as electricity, phones and
sanitation, were still relatively primitive and not widespread.  Attitudes and values were probably a little rigid and
somewhat harsh by today's standards.  Cops were expected to enforce the laws and the community standards,
even if it meant treating the scofflaws with a heavy hand.

     Toledo, Ohio, at the turn of the 20th century was known as a rapidly growing, but still very rough town - a place
where gangsters from nearby Detroit and more distant Chicago could find refuge when things got a little hot in
their cities.  It was a Great Lakes port city with plenty of sordid entertainment for the sailors as well as a highly
diverse city that was constantly battling drugs, prostitution, alcohol, robberies, racial strife and just about every
other kind of urban problem imaginable.

     Toledo was also a city of opportunity for refugees from the neighboring small towns looking for jobs, money
and a shot at a better life in the city, as well as a mecca for immigrants.  The canals and the Great Lakes brought
a mix of people and cultures to Toledo.

     Lewis B. had an illustrious, if not infamous, career with Toledo's police force.  He was known at various times
as  "Cap", "Loyalty Lou" and "Papa" (by the ladies of the night) and had the reputation of being a hard-nosed, but
fair, crime-fighter.  He was shot, stabbed, beat up, robbed, injured in a car chase and accused of corruption.  He
rose from Patrolman to Detective to Captain and was known throughout Toledo and northwest Ohio as either a
tough-but-honest cop or a crooked cop-on-the-take, depending on which side of the crime world you were on.
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     He covered a variety of beats during his career, the most infamous being his assignment as the supervisor of
Toledo's notorious red-light, aka 'tenderloin', district, responsible for keeping both the ladies and their customers
in line.  During his career, he nabbed murderers, pickpockets, prostitutes, drug-dealers, safe-blowers, jewel
thieves, juvenile delinquents and muggers.  According to his Chief, Lewis B. was involved in virtually every murder
case that occurred in the Toledo area during his 23-year career.

     He was also a family man with three children, who took great pride in his family values.  He had a reputation
for often trying to instill these values in the scofflaws he encountered.  The citizenry of Toledo knew him well and
followed his every adventure in what seemed to be a never-ending flow of newspaper articles, columns and
cartoons written with that period's sensationalized view of crime-fighting characters, foreshadowing the Dick
Tracy comic books that would appear more than a decade later.

     Lewis B.'s most difficult period was the result of his assignment working the 'resorts', where drugs, gambling,
prostitution and drinking prevailed.  Late in his career, a notorious resort madam, Nellie Schwinn, accused him of
demanding and taking protection money from her.  Her accusations led to his indictment in 1915 for allegedly
taking bribes.  The indictment, the investigation and the widespread publicity were crushing blows for a man who
took such great pride in being a good cop.

     Although he was eventually exonerated, the damage to his reputation and all of the negative publicity took its
toll on his health, causing him to take medical leave from the Police Department to recover from a nervous
breakdown and heart problems.  He died in Toledo on October 29, 1921, of heart failure.
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     What the actual connection was with Nellie Schwinn is a story that may never be completely known.  What we
do know, however, is that Nellie Schwinn was known throughout northwest Ohio, having set up shop at various
times in Findlay, Sandusky, Lima and Toledo, and was constantly in trouble with the law everywhere she went.
We also know that a crystal decanter, said to be a gift from Nellie Schwinn to Lewis B. for being so good to the
ladies of the resorts, has been handed down through three generations of Tracy's and is still in the possession of
Lewis B.'s grandson.  The decanter is strong evidence that there was indeed some kind of personal connection
between Lewis B. and Nellie Schwinn.

     And, in Lewis B.'s scrapbook are a grouped set of unlabeled portrait photos of some unidentified ladies.
Could one of these photos be of Nellie Schwinn?  An intriguing thought, but impossible to confirm or refute
without more evidence.  We can only wonder.  No doubt, the story of Nellie Schwinn would be a book in and of
itself.

     The articles and photos in the pages of this book are presented with little narration and in the order they
appeared in the scrapbook, which is roughly chronological.  Some had dates handwritten on them.  Others did
not.  Most of the articles speak for themselves.  They paint a picture of a very different time and a very colorful
career.  The complete set of the scrapbook articles, photos and other research can be viewed via the enclosed
DVD's.  Please share them freely and let me know if you run across any more material.

     By the way, we still do not know what the "B" in Lewis B. Tracy stands for.

R. Douglas Tracy
Christmas, 2009

5



6



7



Lewis B. Tracy's service revolver and billy club.
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Lewis B. Tracy's second billy club.

Lewis B. Tracy's blackjack.
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Tracy family lore says that this cut-glass decanter was presented to
Detective Tracy by one of the Red-Light District's Madams for his kindness

to the 'ladies of the night'.

Detective Tracy's pocket Bible.
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Toledo Blade, 8/30/1899.
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Toledo Bee, 1/17/1903.
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Toledo Commercial, 8/30/1899.
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Toledo Blade, 10/4/1917 Toledo News-Bee, 10/4/1917
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Facing page:  5 unidentified scrapbook photos.  Could one be the infamous 'resort keeper' Nellie Schwinn?
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Chief Herbert
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Memorial paver at entrance of the Toledo Police Museum.
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Lewis B. Tracy (left).
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Mrs. Lewis B. Tracy
(Frances Fraser)

1865 - 1949With grandson Robert James Tracy
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Lewis B. and Frances Tracy's 3 children:  Howard, Robert G. and Louise.
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Lewis B. Tracy and daughter Louise.
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