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McGrath To Leave June 1

Chief of Police Corrin J.

aotve o oe s 10 Secure Liability Policies

McGrath announced his who will replace Chief McGrath
resignation MJml ata but to inside sources
news conference in there are several front runners
Build.m; on Febmm 27. in line for the job.
Chief McGrath hired

I T vt it £
sion to resign was his alone and
that no one ;aaked or
chmfsmdhewould u.he-ploy
ment in another city. INSIDE

Association President Gary
Dunn said the chief's resigna-
tion was a surprise and stated
that relations between the
TP.P.A and Chief McGrath
had been improving. The
T.P.P.A. under former president
Een Perry had called for the
chief's resignation early last
summer.

o e 02 b3 B

The Country ............. 8

P.D.’s Finding It Tougher

As Civil Suits Increases

By Patrick 0’Donnell
Staff

Hnewm'yhmetheymnhem
arrest, chase a

schnoe!nldrennnaﬁeldtnp

answer arnd.mca]].An.rlmans
policemen concede that their

Charlotte, N.C., and in a grow-
ing number of other com-
munities.

The reason: More and more
insurance companies are refus-
ing to write liability policies for
police departments. Or if they
do, premiums are skyrocketing,
sharply reduced
coverage. Thus shorn of some or
all of their insurance, officersin
many cities and towns are
worrymx that their personal

ia] futures may be on the

P of the public may
suffer.

The insurers have become
reluctant tn write police
coverage in recent
wyears, duerwd.ly or not, more
and more police are winding up
in court in the unaccustomed
role of defendant. “It used to be
all you had to worry about was
some bad shooting you.
Now, the people you arrest are
suing you,” a Dade County,
Fla., officer says. Among the
police, he adds, “There’s a
certain aﬁnount of justifiable

Some members of the Toledo Police Patrolmen’s Association played Federation
basketball this season under the spomorshfp of Gene's Town Tavern. In the

picture above Mike Goetz reach

for a reb

Nobody is sure how many of
the nation's estimated 400,000
policemen are sued each year.
However, say the
changing legal and social
climate, which has sharply
increased malpractice litigation
in medicine and other fields,
has created an
atmosphere for fahwnuvstmd
police-brutality lawsuits.

Trend May Worsen
"Thershssbeznmexplosma

of suits
it will get

ning, aUmverntyofGeurpa
pm.feasoranrla i

the city jail.
Theysaw,amnngmheﬁhmss
& Woman held on auto-
because a routine

indicated that

she had been driving a stolen
car. But it turned out that the
computer was wrong, and the
charguwu‘e dropped.

circus cage.” Her §5 million suit
named the state policemen who
arrested her, the Mansfield
mayor and police chief who run
the jail and International
Business Machines Corp.,
which made the computer.

The suit was settled out of
court for $1,200, but city of-
ficials say it cost Mansfield ita
polu:e liability insurance.

“About 12 insurance companies
have told me we're too big arisk
— just because somebody sued
us for $5 million,” said Clayton
Long, the city’s safety director,
who runs the police and fire
departments. “The men have
been almost afraid to make an
arrest since we lost our in-
surance in April,” he adds.

Doubts Over City’s Stand

. Mansfield police fear that
now they would have to pay
attorney fees and adverse

- gover pmb-

ta out of their own

lems. “People are more aware of
their rights, and they want to
hold a specific individual
responsible — not just the
system — when they feel their
rights have been violated,” he
says.

When that happoma. it can
send a city’s insurance com-
pany running for the bunkers,
Consider the case of Mansfield,
which in the year ended last
April had paid $6934 for
coverage on about 130 people
(some of whom weren't police
officers and thus had m:ly

The trouble there began about

. a year ago when a group of

Teat

if they are sued, Mr.
Long says. “The city says it
bnck the police in court,” he

“but we don’t have
a.nyfjnng in writing.” A ner-
vous policeman agrees. “If the
guys'in city hall don’t like you,

spectacular awards —
judgment again the U.S.
Capitol Police over their handl-
ing of the 1971 May Day

(Cont. on Page 5]
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