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RIOT-EQUIPPED OFFICERS WAIT TO ENTER BLACK PANTHER BUILDING

irce of sniping after patrolman was sluin nearby

i BLACK PANTHER
f oAs STATION HEAPGUARTERS

~ Scene Of Fatal Shooting

This was the scene of foday’s fatal shooting of Toledo Pa-
trolman William Miscannon and subsequent shootout at the
Black Panther headquarters, 1334 Dorr St.

At left, a police car turns at the rain-slicked intersection
of Dorr and Junction Avenue just after the policeman was
killed. The shooting occurred a few feet from the corner. The
arrow points to the Panther headquarters.

The map at right shows the general area where pelice con-
verged and where the exchanges of gunfire took place. No. 1
represents the patrol wagen, No. 2 the assailants’ car, No. 3
the vice squad detectives’ car, and No. 4 the spot where the
suspect in the shooting was arrested. The arrow next to No. 2
indicates the direction in which the assailants’ aute-fled. . .
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il Service Job
Ruling Asked

" Time For Promotion
Tests Is CSC Issue

A law department ruling as fo
2al requirements for the length
f service necessary before police
d firemen are eligible to take pro- y
motional examinations was re-|
quested today by the Civil Service|,
Commission, *7-}4 - :
‘| At a-meeting yesterday afternoon,
commission members were unable|’
|to determine whether local regula-
tions reguiring five and six years’|’
~|service conflict with a state statute
1 which provides that police and fire-
“|men may take promotional exami-
“nations after serving “at least 12
" |months” in the next lower grade.

Loophole Cited

Thomas Brethertor, commission
member, pointed out that if there
|is'a conflict the state statute takes
precedence aver local regulations.
However, he believes there iz no
cofflict because of the words “at
least” in the state statute.

At present, patrolmen must serve
five years from the date of their
appointment hefore taking exami-
nations for promotion to sergeant.
Firemen must serve six years before
peing eligible for promotion to lieu-
.-‘3'_.1.;5., thznext higher grade. The
men are allowed to take examina-
|tions for further promotion after|!
gerving only one year in the mext
lower grade, however,

Handbook Accepted

Pending a decision by the law
department, the commission de-
‘tided to continue operating under
the local regulations.

At the request of Fire Chief Pat-
rick J. Daly, the commission agreed
to accept a fire division “Handbook
for Promotional Examinations” as
the basis for technical knowledge
lin future examinations.

The 300-page book, compiled by
|Walter A. Ringger, deputy chief,
|contains 23 chapters, outlining
standard procedure in fire fighting.
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Toledo Patrolman Is Slain:

Gun Battles Break Out At
Black Pqnther Quari'ers

He Was Best Damn Cop’
In World, Widow Sobs

‘He Loved His Job,” Mrs.. Miscannon
Says After Return To Empty House

It was a chilling and empty

day for Mrs. Joyce Miscannion.

Sne was whisked this morning in a police cruiser to Mer ey
Hospital, where her husbhand, Bill, lay mortally wounded ahof in

the head in the line of duty.

Now she was coming home to the brown brick house with the

big ‘porch at 720 Lorain St. in
South Toledo. It was empty, and
|a light drizzle that fogged the
city all night was still falling.

A peighbor woman, one of
the Miscannon’s closest friends
on the block, met her at the
sidewalk.
| 8till In Sheck

Mrs. Miscannon stared biank-
1y, still in shock and obiivieus fo
the rain.

“He was so good, he was so
damn good, Elsie,’” she sobbed
to her neighbor. Her tears were
nearly gone now, drained by a
night of anguish.

William Albert Miscannon, 2
policeman for almost four years,
was the father of four voung
children, three by a firsi mar-

riage, and one by a second.
He and Joyee had no children.

“Loved His Job’

““He was the best damn cop in
this whole damn world,” his
| wife said.

“1 know, Joyce,” ihe neighbor
said softly, patting Mrs., Mis-
cannon’s shoulder in a Kkeep-
vour-chin-up sort of way.

‘“He loved his work, he loved
his job.” the policeman’s wife
sobbed.

Neighbors on Lorain Sireet de-
seribed Patrolman Miscannen
as a quiet, good man who al-
| ways said “helle,” bui as one:
who “didn’t ne:ghbor much,”

and didn’t diseuss his pohce

| work,
‘A Quiet Couple’
“They were Just a quiet

couple that minded their own
husiness,” one woman said. An-

tect us if this type of thing con-
tinues.”

A native of Rossford, Patrol-
man Miscannon was graduated

in 1955 from Macomber High

Sehool. The 6 foot, 1 inch police-
man had been a glassworker for
Libbey-Owens-Ford Co. at Ross-
ford for 10 years before his ap-
pointment to the police division
Jan, 13, 1967. i

Besides his wife, he Ileaves
children, Kenneth, 12, Diana, 11,
Brenda, 8, and Dennis, 4.

The body will be in the Sujkow-
ski Mortuary.

other worman descmbeci the slain||

pohceman as
ing fellow, tall. dark and hand-
some, Isuppose
| Another neighbor close to the
couple said the Miscannons had|
their telephone number changed
recently because of crank cails.
| The neighbor who said she
supposed the calls came to Pa-
trolman Miscannon ‘‘just be-
cause he was a policeman,”

would not allow her name fo be|
used. “If you say anything nice
about a policeman these days,

you're in for trouble,” she said.
Another neighbor across the
street summed up the feelings of
the area when she said of the
|k111mg, “T don’t know how long
| we can depend on others to pro-

*a big, nice-look-

Suspect Caught,
Charged After
Police Chase

A Toledo patrolman was .shot
and killed at 1:38 a.m. today as
he sat in his patrol wagon
parked on Junclion Avenue at
Dorr Street.

Exchanges of gunfire followed
_ for more than an hour between
pohce and persons inside Black

; Panther Headquarters, 1334
i Dorr, a half-block from the slay-

ing scene.

A 25-year-0ld man arrested
nearby was charged with first-.
degree murder. He was identi-
fied as John Melvin McClellan,
wha police said lived at 57 Port.
Lawrence Homes but gave the
Panther headquarters as his ad-
dress when hooked in the city
jail. L=

PATROLMAN MISCANNON  shot In Head

Father of four

- Hospital,

Pairelman William  Albert
Miscannon, 33, was shot in the
head at cluse range with a small
handgun, according io his pari-
ner, Palrolman Walter Shaw,
who was reported in shock but
otherwise uninjured.

Five patrolmen reportedly
were injured slightly during two
separate incidents, one in the
Safely Building preceding the
gun battle, which ended at 3:15
a.m. These injuries occurred in
scuffles which resulted in six ar-
rests.

Two of those arrested in the
scuffles also were injured, and
two persons were shot later in
the battle on Dorr Sfreet.

Patrolman Miscannon was the
only policemzn hit by gunfire.

Youth Is Shot

A 16-year-old youth, identified
as Troy Montgomery, of 35i¢
Lucas St., was shot during the
gun battle that followed the offi-
cer’s death. The youth came out
of Panther headquarters carry-
ing a long gun and @ bandolier

; of ammunition, police said.

Young Montgomery was listed
in ecritical condiion at Mercy
where he underwent
surgery several hours after
being wounded about 2 a.m.

Larry Joe MeClellan, 21, of
1027 Buckingham St., brother of
the murder suspect, suffered
minor wounds from shotgun pel-
lets as he left the Panther head-
quarters. He was treated at
Mercy Hospital.

Several pellets broke the skin
on his left hand and wrist, po-
lice reported.

Rushed To Hospital

Patrolman Miscannon, a po-
liceman more than 3% years,
was married and the father of
four children, He died a few
minutes after being rushed to
Mercy Hospital.

When the officer was hit, Pa-
trolman Shaw called for help on
the police radio, then chased the
gunman dewn Junction away
from Dorr. He fired a number’ of
shots, but missed.

Turn o Page §, Cel. 1
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Gun Battle Fought At Black Panther Headquarters

Continued from First Page

Two members of a morals
squad, Detectives Arthur Walk-
er and Larry Moreland, and oth-
er crews responded to the call
for help. The defectives had
been parked at Junction and
Woodland avennoes, reportediy
abserving some prostitutes on
the street pearby, when they
heard a gunshot and saw Patrol-
man { haw pursuing a man,

Mr. McClellan was taken into
custedy near Junction and Pine-
wood avenues, two blocks from
the shooting scene.

Patrolman Shaw described
the murder to fellow officers
this way:

The two patrolmen were sit-
ting in the wagon, parked next
to the First National Bank
branch at Dorr and Junction,
with Patrolman Miscannon on
the passenger side.

‘What's Going On?’

A late model Cadillac drove
up behind the wagon and a man
got out, approaching the wagon
on the curb- side. Patrolman
Miscanno asked the man,
*‘What's going on?'”'

Patrolman Shaw reportedly
quoted the man’s résponse- as,
¢ “This is what’s going on.” *’

The assailant reportedly
pul]ecl a silver handgun from his

zat, piit his hand through the
wmdow, and fired once, hifting |2
the patrolman at pomt -blank
range.

A 38-caliber pistol, which po-
lice believe was the gun used in
the fatal shooting, was found at
10:15 a.m. behind a garage at
the rear of 1333 Woodland Ave.,
a short distance from where the
suspect was arrested. The gun
was in the grass and contained
two spent shells and four live
rounds of ammunition.

Doubts Connection

Pglice Chief Anthony Bosch,
calling the shooting *“‘cold-blood-
ed murder,” said he did net
think there was any connection
between the early morning mur-
der and gun battle and the two
incidents late Thursday night.

The man charged with the
murder is qioted in a police re-
port, however, gs saying ths in-
¢idents were related.

Mr. McClellan, who said he
was an unemployed Iaborer,
was quoted by patrolmen as
denying any part in the murder,
but describing the connection

between incidents in this way:

In ‘the police wagon which
toak Mr. McClellan from the ar-
rest scene to the jail, he kept
yelling that he wanted to get °
something off his chest and went -
willingly to the Safety Building #
“to get this thing stra;ghtened
out ” 3

Mr. MeClellan told them that
some Black Panthers had come !
to Toledo from Dayton “to get
something started.”
Tells Of Meeting

There was, according to Mr.
MeClellan, a meeting at Pan-
ther headquarters, at which he
was present. During the meet-
ing, Mr. Dotson (the first ar-

rested man’s father) came to
the door, highly upset,
wanted to be let in.

him,
from Dayton needed. They start-
ed fo rile people up,” the police
report quoted Mr. McClellan as
Saying.

Mr. McClellan said he teld
them to “cool it,”” and was
cailed “hoot-licking.” He said he
left afier this, and, after he was
outside, heard shots, then fled.

Deputy Chief Erwin Oehlers,
head of the police human rela-
tiens bureau, said he had heard
a rumor that Dayton men were
in town t0 cause trouble, hut
that this was not confirmed.

Records show that Mr.
McClellan was free on bond
from an Aug. 29 arrest for pos-
session of narcotics. He was due
fo appear in court on the charge
Tuesday.

Bond Was Lowered

Municipal Judge Reno Riley
had sel bond at $1,000 following
the Aug. 29 arrest, but this was
fowered 1o 3500 by Judge Andy
Devine when Mr. MeClellan ap-
peared in court two days later.

Police said the arrested man
served tiree years in the Chio
State Reformatory, from 1963 to
1966, for "armed robbery, and
also has been arrested for nu-
merous fraffic violations.

The defendant was brought
before Judge Devine this morn-
ing apd his arraignment was
continued to next Thursday at
the request of his attorney, Rob-
ert Kaplan. Mr. McClelian is
held without bond in the Safety

Building.

and
He said that the police had his

son downtown and were beating
“This was all the men

S was “an awful lot.” He added

i R
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SMASHED WINDOW USED AS VANTAGE POINT
Carbine points at Black Panther headquurters

Police said that within sec-
onds after Patrolman Mis-
cannon was shot, gunfire rang
out at police crews from inside
the Panther headquarters.

Police returned the fire, and
within minutes set up a com-
mand post at Dorr and Detroit
Avenue, about a block away
from the shooting scene. This lat-
er was moved to the No, 16 fire
station on Detroit, and Deputy
Chief Robert Duck was placed
in charge of the operation.

Additional Crews

Additional crews and equip-
ment were summoned, including
high-power rifles, weapons ca-
pable of shooting gas projec-
tiles, and loud speakers,

Safety Director Clifferd Quinn
said there were no reports on the
amount of gunfire, but that it

that police also fired a lot of
tear gas into the building.

Af one time during the battle,
police called for more tear gas
canisters. At another, a sergeant
said, “We’ve got the building
saturated with gas now. Stop
shoeting, we’re just wasting am-
munition.”

Some police crews, sent to the
rear of the building, located in a
line of Dorr:Street stores, alse
reported being fired upon.

Others were sent fo check
roofs, and some took positions
atop buildings across from the
Panther headquarters.

More than an hour after the
gunfive started, a number of
persons, including at least two
women, came out of the build-
ing. They were taken o the

Safety Building for question-
ing.

Among those interrogated was
Mike Cross, the Panthers’ depu-
ty defense minister. He was
questioned for five hours affer
being taken to the Safety Build-
ing about 3 a.m.

Mr, Cross, 26, who gave the
Black Panther headquarters as
his home address, was arrested| |
this afternoon on charges of vio-
lating the ¢ity long-gun ordinance
and possession of explosives.

The explosives charge was filed
after police jound several pack-
ages of an explosive in the base-
ment of the Panther building.

The explosives were taken to a
quarry and discharged.

Police said the last shot was
fired from inside the building at
3:15 a.m., but they did not ap-
proach it until daylight about §
a.m.

Two women who came out of
the building said that there were| |
two wounded men inside, but po-
lice kept away because they
feared a trap. In addition, the
building still was heavy with
tear gas — even when police fi-
naily entered and found no one
inside.

Weapons Reported

Some weapons were located,
however, police said.

The long gun and bandolier
that police said had been car-
ried by the wounded Montgom-
ery youth when he was shot re-
mained on the rainswept side-
walk throughout the night.

In making their move to en-
ter, police shot the windows out

| of the Black Panther headquar-

ters, and 20 heavily armed offi-
cers, led by Deputy Chief Rob-
ert Duck and Capt. Edward Sob-
czak, approached the door.

Using a2 powered speaker,
Captain Sobezak ordered anyone
inside to surrender within two
minutes or face gunfire.

When there was no response,
the front door was forced; and a
searck of the building began.
Two carbines were found. One,
wedged against a refrigerator,
was left untouched. Police
feared it was hooby-trapped.

Mr. Cross, who described
himself as “‘chairman of the
steering committee of the Tole-
do National Committee to Com-
bat Fascism,” the Black Pan-
ther organizing group, appeared
with police on the scene at §:30
a.m.

Mr. Cross charged the attack
on the Panther building was
completely unprovoked and also
claimed that the Montgomery
youth, who was shet, came out

of the bunldmg w1th his hands

., [
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Gun Battle Fought At Black Panther Heudquarters

-Continned from First Page

Two members of a morals
squad, Detectives Arthur Walk-
er and Latry Moreland, and oth-
er crews responded to the call
for help. The detectives had
been parked at Junction and
Woodland avennes, reportedly
observing some prostitutes on
the sireet nearby, when they
heard a gunshot and saw Patrol-
man £ haw pursuifig a man.

Mr. McClellan was taken into
custody near Junction and Pine-
wood avenues, two blocks from
the shooting scene.

Patrolman Shaw described
the murder fo fellow officers
this way:

The two patrolmen were sit-
ting in the wagon, parked next
fo the First Wational Baok
branch at Borr and Junction,
with Patrolman Miscannon on
the passenger side.

SWhat’s Going On?’

A late model Cadillac drove
up behind the wagon and a man
got out, approaching the wagon
on the curb-side. Patrelman
Miscanno asked the man,
[1] ‘What’S g01ng On‘;’ "

Patrolman Shaw reportedly
quoted the man’s response as,
* *This is what’s going on.”

The assailant reporiedly
pulled a glve; handgun from his

.—=pgeXket, pat his hand through the
window, and fired once, hitting|?
the patrolman at pmnt-blank
range.

A 38-caliber pistol, which po-
lice believe was the gun used in
the fatal shooting, was found at
10:15 am. behind a garage at
the rear of 1333 Woodiand Ave.,
a short distance from where the
suspect was arrested. The gun
was in the grass and contained
two spent shells and four live
rounds of ammunition.

Doubis Connection

Police Chief Anthony Bosch,
calling the sheoting “‘cold-blood-
ed murder,” said he did not
think there was any connection
between the early morning mur-
der and gun battle and the two
incidents late Thursday night.

The man charged with the
murder is quoted in a police re-
port, however, s saying the in-
¢cidents were related.

Mr. McCleltan, who said he
was an unemployed laborer,
was quoted by patrolmen as
denying any part in the murder,

between incidents in this way:

In the police wagon which
took Mr. McClellan from the ar-
rest scene fto the jail, he kept =
velling that he wanted to get :
something off his chest and went
willingly to the Safety Building
“to get this thing straightened
out.”

Mr. McClellan told them that
some Black Panthers had come
to Toledo from Dayton “to get &=
something started.”
Tells Of Meeting

There was, according to Mr.
McClellan, a meeting at Pan-
ther headquarters, at which he = .
was present. During the meet- &owe
ing, Mr. Dotson (the first ar-
rested man’s father) came to |
the door, hlghly upset, and
wanted to be let in.

He said that the police had his
son downtown and were beating
him. “This was all the men =
from Dayton needed. They start- |
ed to rile people up,” the police

.N‘Jh‘\b--\_r‘_o T

report quoted Mr. McClellan as
saying.

Mr. McClellan said he told
them to *“cool it,” and was
cailed “boot-licking.” He said he
left afier this, and, after he was
outside, heard shots, then fled.

Deputy Chief Erwin Oehlers,
head of the police human rela-
tions bureau, said he had heard
a rumor that Dayton men were
in town to cause trouble, but
that this was not confirmed,

Records show that Mr.
McClellan was free on bond
from an Aug. 29 arrest for pos-
sessior of narcotics. He was due
to appear ih court on the charge
Tuesday.

Bond Was Lowered

Municipal Judge Reno Riley
had sei bond at $1,000 following
the Aug. 29 arrest, but this was
lowered to $500 by Judge Andy
Devine when Mr, McCiellan ap-
peared in court two days later.

Police said the arrested man
served tiree years in the Ohio
State Reformatory, from 1953 to
1966, for "armed robbery, and
also has heen arrested for nu-
merous fraffic violations.

The -defendant was brought
before Judge Devine this morn-
ing and his arraignment was
contined to next Thursday at
the request of his attorney, Rob-
ert Kaplan. Mr. MeClellan is
held without bond in the Safety

but describing the connection

Building.

Ee

i

Police said that within sec-
onds after Patrolman Mis-
cannon was shot, gunfire rang
out at police crews from inside
the Panther headquarters.

Police returned the fire, and
within minates set up a com-
mand post at Dorr and Detroit
Avenue, about a block away
from the shooting scene. This lat-
er was moved to the No. 16 fire
station on Detroit, and Deputy
Chief Robert Duck was placed
in charge of the operation.

Additional Crews

Additional crews and equip-
ment were summoned, including
high-power rifles, weapons ca-
pable of shootmg gas projec-
tiles, and loud speakers.

Safety Director Clifford Quinn
said there were no reports on the
amount of gunfire, but that it

. was “an awful lot.”” He added

that police also fired a lof of
tear gas into the building.

At one time during the battle,
police called for more tear gas
canisters. At another, a sergeant
said, “We've got the building
saturated with gas now. Stop
shooting, we’re just wasting am-
niunition.”

Some police crews, senf to the
rear of the building, located in a
line of Dorr-Street stores, alse
reported being fired upon.

Others were sent to check
roofs, and some fook positions
atop buildings across from the
Panther headquarters.

More than an hour after the

gunfire started, a number of

persons, including at least two
women, came out of the huild-
ing. They were iaken tfo the
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Safety Building for question-
ing.

Among those interrogated was
Mike Cross, the Panthers’ depu-
ty defense minister. He was
questioned for five hours after
being taken to the Safety Build-
ing about 3 a.m.

Mr. Cross, 26, wha gave the
Black Panther headquarters as
his home address, was arrestsd
this afternvcon on charges of vio-
lating the city long-gun ordinance
and possession of explosives.

The explosives chatge was filed
after police found several pack-
ages of an explosive in the base-
ment of the Panther building.
The explosives were taken to a
quarry and discharged.

Police said the last shot was
fired from inside the building at
3:15 a.m., but they did not ap-
proach it until daylight about &
a.m.

Two women who came out of
the building said that there were
two wounded men inside, but po-
lice kept away because they
feared a trap. In addition, the
building still was heavy with
tear gas — even when police fi-| '
nally entered and found no cne
inside.

Weapons Reporied

Some weapons were located,
however, police said.

The long gun and bandolier
that police said had been car-
ried by the wounded Montgom-
ery youth when he was shot re-
mained on the rainswept side-
walk throughout the night.

In making their move to en-
ter, police shot the windows out
of the Black Panther headguar-
ters, and 20 heavily armed offi-
cers, led by Deputy Chief Rob-
ert Duck and Capt. Edward Sob-
¢zak, approached the door.

Using a powered speaker,
Captain Sobezak ordered anyone
inside to surrender within two
minutes or face gunfire.

When there was no response,
the front door was forced, and a
search of the huilding hegan.
Two carbines were found. One,
wedged against a refrigerator,
was left untouched. Police
feared it was booby-trapped.

Mr. Cross, who described
himself as ‘“chairman of the
steering committee of the Tole-
do National Commitfee fo Com-
bat Fasecism,” the Black Pan-
ther organizing group, appeared
with police on the scene at 8:30

am.

Mr. Cross charged the attack
on the Panther building was
completely unprovoked and also
claimed that the Montgomery
youth, who was shof, came out
of the building with his hands
up, but was shot by police. .

The Black Panther leader ac-

companied police on a complete




Two members of a mara]sifhil;‘giﬁe Mpgci @%ﬁonﬁ]ich
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er and Larry Moreland, and oth- : ’
: velling that he wanted fo gef
pi: (“iqlggonnon v [ i gl something off his chest and went

for help, ecti Sy
or help. The detectives had willingly to the Safety Building

been parked at Junction and|; . . :
Woodland avenmes, reportedly t‘z get this thing straightened
out.

observing some prostitutes on
g P Mr. McClellan told them that

the street nearby, when they
heard a gunshet and saw Patrol-
man { haw pursuing a man.

Mr. McClellan was taken into
custody near Junction and Pine-
wood avenues, two blocks from
the shooting scene.

Patrolman Shaw described
the murder to fellow officers
this way:

The two patrolmen were sit-
ting in the wagon, parked next
to the First National Bank
branch at Dorr and Junction,
with Patrolman Miscannon on
the passenger side.

*What’s Going On?’

A late model Cadillac drove
bp behind the wagon and a man
got out, approaching the wagon
ort the curb-side. Patrolman
Miscanno asked the man,
“ *What's going on?’ "

Patrobman Shaw reportedly
quoted the man’s résponse as,
* “This is what’s going on.’ ”

The assailant reportedly
pulled a silver handgun from his

—ngeleot, put his hand through the
window, and fired once, hitting
the pafrolman at point-blank
range. .

A 38-caliber pistol, which po-
lice believe was the gun used in
the fatal shooting, was found at
10:15 a.m. behind a garage at
the rear of 1333 Woodland Ave.,
a short distance from where the
suspect was arrested. The gun
was in the grass and contained
two spent shells and four live
rounds of ammunition.

Doubis Connection

Police Chief Anthony Bosch,
calling the sheoting ““cold-blood-
ed murder,” said he did not
think there was any connection
between the early morning mur-
der and gun battle and the two
incidents late Thursday night.
_The man charged with the
murder is guoted in a police re-
port, however, as saying ths in-
cidents were related,

Mr. McClellan, who said he

was an unemployed laborer,
was quoted by patrolmen as
denying any part in the murder,
but deseribing the connection

some Black Panthers had come
to Toledo from Dayton “ifo get

something started.”
Tells Of Meeting

There was, according to Mr.
MecClellan, a meeting at Pan-

ther headquarters, at which he

was present. During the meef-
ing, Mr. Datson (the first ar-
rested man’s father) came to
and

the deor, highly upset,
wanted to be let in.

He said that the police had his
son downtown and were beating
him. “This was all the men
from Dayton needed. They start-
ed to rile people up,” the police

report quoted Mr. McClellan as
saying.

Mr. McClellan said he fold
them to “cool it,” and was
cailed “boot-licking.” He said he
left affer this, and, after he was
outside, heard shots, then {led.

Deputy Chief Erwin Oehlers,
head of the police human rela-
tions bureau, said he had heard
a rumor that Dayton men were
in town to cause trouble, but
that this was not confirmed.

Recards show that
McClellar was free on

Mr.
bond

from an Aug. 29 arrest for pos-

session of narcotics. He was due
to appear in court on the charge
Tuesday.

Bond Was Lowered

Municipal Judge Reno Riley
had set bond at $1,000 following
the Aug. 29 arrest, but this was
lowered to $500 by Judge Andy
Devine wheh Mr. McClellan ap-
peared in court two days later.

Police said the arrested man
served fiiree years in the Ohio
State Reformatory, from 1963 to
1966, for "armed robbery, and
also’has been arrested for nu-
merous fraffic viclations.

The -defendant was brought
before Judge Devine this morn-
ing and his arraignment was
continued to next Thursday at
the request of his attorney, Rob-
ert Kaplan. Mr. McClellan is
held without bond in the Safety
Building.
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Police said that within sec-
onds after Patrolman Mis-
cannon was shot, gunfire rang
out at pelice crews from inside
the Panther headguarters.

Police returned the. fire, and
within minutes set up a com-
mand post at Dorr and Detroit
Avenue, about a block away
from the shooting scene. This lat-
er was moved fo the No. 16 fire
station on Detroit, and Deputy
Chief Robert Duck was placed
in charge of the operation.

Additional Crews

Additional crews and equip-
ment were summoned, including
high-power rifles, weapons ca-
pable of shooting gas projec-
tiles, and loud speakers.

Safety Direcfor Clifford Quinn

said there were no reports on the
amount of gunfire, but that it

.+ was “an awful lot.”” He added

that police alse fired a lot of
tear gas into the building.

At one time during the battle,
police called for mere tear gas
canisters. At another, a sergeant

isaid, “We’ve gof the building

saturated with gas now. Stop
shooting, we're just wasting am-
munition.”

Some police erews, sent fo the
rear of the building, located in a
Iine of Dorr-Street stores, also
reported being fired upeon.

Others were sent to check
roofs, and some fook pesitions
atop buildings across from the
Panther headquarters.

More than an hour after the

gunfire started, a number of

persons, including af least two
women, came out of the build-

tling. They were faken to the

Safety Building for question-
ing,

Among those interrogated was
Mike Cross, the Panthers’ depu-
ty defense minister, He was
questioned for five hours after
being taken to the Safety Build-
ing about 3 a.m,

Mr. Cross, 26, who gave the
Black Panther headquarters as
his home address, was arrested
this afterncon on charges of vio-
lating the city long-gun ordinance
and possession of explosives.

The explosives charge was filed
after police found several pack-
ages of an explosive in the base-
ment of the Panther building.

The explosives were taken to a
quarry and discharged.

Police said the last shot was
fired from inside the building at
3:15 a.m., but they did not ap-
proach it until daylight ahout 8
a.m,

Two women who came out of
the building said that there were
two wounded men inside, buf po-
lice kept away because they
feared a frap. In addition, the
building still was heavy with
tear gas — even when police fi-
nally entered and found no one
inside,

Weapons Heported

Some weapons were locafed,
however, police said.

The long gun and bandolier
that police said had been car-
ried by the wounded Monigom-
ery youth when he was shot re-
mained on the rainswept side-
walk throughout the night.

In making their move io en-
ter, police shot the windows out
of the Black Panther headquar-
ters, and 20 heavily armed offi-
cers, led by Deputy Chief Rob-
ert Duck and Capt. Edward Sob-
czak, approached the door.

Using a powered speaker,
Captain Sobezak ordered anyone
inside to surrender within two
minutes or face gunfire,

When there was no response,
the front door was forced, and a
search of the building hegan.
Two carbines were found. One,
wedged against a refrigerator,
was left unfouched. Police
feared it was booby-trapped.

Mr. < ross, who described
himself as ‘““chairman of the
steering committee of the Tole-
do National Committee to Com-
bat Fascism,” the Black Pan-
ther organizing group, appeared
with police on the scene at 8:30
a.m.

Mr. Cross charged the atfack
on the Panther building was
completely unprovoked and also

|| claimed that the Mentgomery

youth, who was shot, came out
of the building with his hands
up, but was shot by police.
The Black Panther leader ac-
i companied police on a complete
search of the building as soon as
fans, set up by the fire division,
cleared out the gas.

Earlier Arrest

Set Off Scuffles
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After Officer Is Slain

Ray Welford, of the crime pre-
vention bureau, reportedly at-
tempted to serve a warrant on
James Virgil Dotson, 22, of 2826
North Detroit Ave., after they
spotted him in his car.
Following a chase, they said,
. Mr. Dotson was caught and
charged with having no oper-
¢ ator’s license, three counis of
running step signs, and resisting
| arrest.

Hurt In Scuffle

Pairolmen James P. Langen-
dorfer and Robert L. Dietrich.
' the wagon crew that took Mr.

Dotson to jail, were injured in a
- scuffle with the prisoner, police

reported.

About 1% hours later, at 11:30

p.m., desk Sgi. Fred Freer te-

ceived a telephone call from a S .

woman who identified herself as
Mr. Dotson’s mother.

The caller said that the Black
Panthers has been contacted
and that the Safety Building
would be bombed if Mr. Dotson
was not released immediately.

About 20 minutes later, a
group of men and women came
to the downtown building.

Police reports show that many
members of the group, esti-
mated previously at 12 {o 30 in
number, remained at the front
desk, and ofhers went upstairs
to the detective bureau, de-
manding Mr. Dotson's release.

They were about to leave, the
reports said, when one of the
women shouted an obscenity at
a peliceman, and was arrested.
Sergeant Freer said that this ar-
rest led to a “lot of scuffling.”

Coincidentally, this was. oc-
curring about midnight, when
nine police crews were being re-
lieved of duty and were just
leaving the building.

S

PATROLMAN SHAW
Fired at Eiller

The sergeant said that persons
in the crowd called the police
“pigs” and that led to much of
the fighting.

Three men, a woman, and a
17-year-old youth all were ar-
rested in the melee and lodged
in the fifth-floor jail. Two of the
men were injured and taken to
Maumee Valley Hospital, where
one remained throughout the
night.

Three policemen also were re-
ported injured — Sergeant
Freer, who said he may have
broken hig hand when he pune-
hed one man in the nose, and
Patrolmen Gary Koch and Rich-
ard Orlowski. '

Those arrested in the¢ Safety
Building disturbance were iden-
tified as including two of Mr.

interfering with police officers
in performance of their duties;
Brenda Ann Dotson, 19, of the
same address, was charged with
creating a disturbance, resisting
arrest, and using obscene lan-
guage, and Keith W. Dotson, 18,
of 2826 North Detroit (also
James Dotson’s address), was
charged with threatening in a
menacing manner,

Also arrested was Robert
Wayne Brownfield, 25, of 424%
Prescott St., charged with as-
sault and battery on a police of-
ficer, disturbance, resisting ar-
rest, and interfering with. a po-
lice officer. The juvenile ar-
rested is charged with creating
a disturbance, and was placed
in Child Study Institute.

Mr. Brownfield and Keith Dot-
son were taken to the hospital,
where the Dotson youth re-
mained all night.

Brenda and Gerald Dotson
were released on bond, the oth-
ers were held in jail. _

Police arrested at least six
other persons in the Dorr Street
area in the hours following Pa-
trolman Miscannon’s murder.
None apparently was connected
with the shootings.

No additional policemen were
called to.duty during the night,
but 12 crews scheduled to go otf
duty at 4 a.m. were ordered fo
stay on the-job.

Five of the seven deputy po-
lice chiefs were called to duty
before 3 a.m., along with Chief
Bosch and Mr. Quinn. Also
called to the Safety Building for
processing  search  warrants
were Municipal Judge Kenneth
DeShetler, Robert 'Ward, a police
prosecutor, and Ray Bloch, mu-
nicipal Court clerk.

Courtrooms Guarded

What Can Be

Done?

Pollution has created
many problems. And we
constantly hear chout
ihem. _

But what can be done to
solve these problems? Are
there any solutions? Will
we be able to swim in some
of our streams again?

This coming Tuesday The
Blade will publish a special
section pollution coniaining
the solutions to some of the
probiems, and what can be
done in the future to avoid
repeating the mistakes
which created them,

Be sure yom get your
copy of this section. This
coming Tuesday in The
Blade. |.

L
other 1nunicipal courtrooms to-
day after a reported telephone
threai against the judge’s life.
Two policemen escorted Judge
Bame from his home to the Safe-
ty Building this morning, and a
ring of uniformed- and nonun-
iformed policemen cleared and
searched hiz courtroom. The
rooms were open only to those
with court business, and they
were searched before entering.
Ten uniférmed policemen,
four detectives, and a policewo-
man were assigned o overall
court security, double the num-
ber of police normally used.

Ensign Says Curfew
Remains Possibility
At a news conference this

morning, Mayor Ensign re-
viewed ihe events surrounding

Dotson’s brothers and a sister-|After Judge Is Threatened |the shootings. He also said that

in-law.

Tight security measures were

there were no immediate plans

Gerald Dotson, 23, of ‘2811]taken in the courtroom of Mu-|for imposing a curfew but that a
North Detroit, was charged with] nicipal Judge Ira Bame and the | curfew remained a possibility.




lishes Fund
Df Officer
rol Wagon

Execution-Style Death
ities; Guns Seized
k Panther Quarters

slain Toledo Patrolman William
iblished Friday as investigation
le shooting.

1ced creation of the fund, said
i1s office.

The shooting, followed by an
exchange of gunfire hetween po-
lice and persons inside nearby
Black Panther headquarters, re-|
sulted in complaints by two po-,
lice organizations of inadequate
equipment.

Leaders of a number of Negro
organizations held a closed
meeting Friday night in what
one spokesman described as an
effort to help restore calm.

Chief Praises Victim

Palice Chief Anthony Bosch
called the .murder “‘one of the
maost brutal, tragic, and unnec-
essary deaths imaginable. Pa-
trolman Miscannon,” he said,
“was a very good officer, one
who exemplified a true profes-
sional police officer. You just
can’t replace men like that.”

Patrolman Miscannon died a
few minutes after being shot
once inh the head and once in
the chest as he sat in his patrol
wagon parked on Junction Ave-
nue at Dorr Street.

Police said a late model Cad-
illac with three occupants pulled
up behind the patrol wagon. -One
man got out on each side and
approached the patrol wagon.

The one on the curb side
walked to the passenger's door,
pulled a silver handgun from his
pocket, and shot the patrolman
{wice at point-blank range.

2 Other Shots Believed Fired

Police said the gunman appar-.
ently fired three other shots,]
narrowly missing Pairolman
Walter Shaw, driving the patrol
wagon. They found two spent
and damaged bullets inside the
vehicle and two dents and a hole
in the left door.

Folwowing the - shooting, one
man got back irfe the Cadillac,
which pulled around the police
vehicle and sped off and has not
been recovered. The gunman
ran.

John Melvin McClellan, 25, ar-
Erested two blocks away, was
i charged with first degree mur-
der. Other crews responding fo
| Patrolman Shaw’s call for help
| assisted in the arrest.

Police recovered a handgun|
'several hours later behind a ga-|
rage at 1333 Woodland Ave., a
short distance from where the
murder suspect was arrested. It
contained five spent shelis and
one live round.

Bullets Being Tested

Tests are being made to deter-
mine whether bullets found in
the patrol wagon match the
weapot.

Within seconds after Patrol-
man Miscannon was shot, gun-
fire erupted from the Panther
headquarters, 1334 Dorr Bt., a
halfblock from the fatal shoot-
ing.

Police returned the fire, and
shots were exchanged for more
than an hour.
| Troy Montgomery, 16, of 510
| Lucas St., shot-during the baitle
when. according to police, he
| came out of the Panther head-
‘quarte_rs carrving a long gum
land a bandolier, remained in
serjous condition Friday night at
| Mercy Hospital.

60 Officers Took Part

Patrolman Shaw was admit-
ted fo St. Charles Hospital for
observation.Hehad been
treated Friday morning for
shock and then sent home, bui
apparently was still under strain
as a result of the shooting.

City officials said Friday af-
ternoon that about 60 policemen
were involved in the incidenl.
They said they did not know how

mAan arind= had heen exn (i

cluding at least two women,|Set, cameras, a hatchet, eight

the large amount of tear gas|thei ities,”
still in the building. P lic R [ - et
could stay inside for only a few No Curfew Ordered i
minutes at a time because their| - No curfew was established for | SPokesman for the Fa-Ba niy
gas masks fogged up from the|Friday night and no extra po-
fumes and humidity. -

Guns Illegal

were 17, 16, and 13 inches long,
and thus egal under a federal| pgspciation and the -Fraternal | €06 Mr. and Mrs. Charles M

ey e T r e - —
} statute barring sawed-off weap-|plaints: ‘“The men
un ar'e L equipment.”’ Mayc

Also confiscated in the Friday|fused comment.
afternoon search were a number! Mike Cross, 26,

of police radios, two type-|deput i
A number of persons, in- writers, a portable television regcltlag d;;i;ei](';zeynlla

came out of the Panther head- [file cabinets, gun-cleaning kits, char.ged T,
quarters more than an hour af-|and several fargets. plosives and viole
ter the shooting started. Tl_zey Heavy security remained in long-gun ordinance.,
\_wer? taken to the Safety Build-|effect at the Safety Building, | et at $10,000 for eack,
ing for questioning, with visiting canceled for all| The charges stemm’

A search of the headquarters | prisoners in the men’s and wom- | police finding the w
Friday afternoon turned up|en’s jail. explosives inside .t
three shotguns, two rifles, one a| Mayor Ensign said late Fri-|jbuilding. They"
high powered magnum, a hunt-{day afternoon that the situation|against Mr, Cross bec '
mhgnkmfe,d two dozen shotgun|had “about returned to normal-|1eadership in the orgai &
zri?i gsgs and several pistol car-|cy” and t{);t he hoped sight-| Other Donations Planae

' seers would stay away and| The Toledo Post of the .

The search was hamperEd by [ SPEnd a quet weekend with can Legion voted Frlday to

a fund for Pairolman .
cannon’s survivors. Am

Continued from First Page

club said all the club’s prace
Sept. 29 would go to the g

licemen were called to duty. But patrolman’s family.

Mr. Ensign said men were on . ey
alert and could be on duty with-|  Besides his wife, Joyce, .
e T s oo four children, Patrolman 1

The Patrolman's Benevolent|C300D s survived by his p

Police said the three shotguns

Order of Police sought a meet.|S20n0n, Sr., of Kamsas Cit
ing Friday with Safgty Director Mo.; sister, Lillian, of Toled:
Clitford Quinn and Police Chief|20d brothers, Charles, Jr., Rot
Bosch {0 discuss complaints of |20 Stephen, and Philiip, all o
inadequate equipment.” i\ansag Clty',

There was a report of a police| Services will be Tuesday at 1
carbine that misfired several|a-n. in the Sujkowski Mortuary
times, and other complaints of |[With burial in Calvary Ceme
having to wait for high-powered | tery.
rifles at the scene and having to
ask for more tear gas.

Mr. Quinn said that although
the Friday meefing request was
not granted, any complaints
could be taken up through nor-
mal channels.

Chief Bosch sald of the com-
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Stirs B&tﬁé
In Teledo

© Continued from Page 1A @

across the country this yesr
in unprovoked assauits, and
in Washington, Senate Demo-
cratic Leader Mike Mansfield
of Montana and other sena-
tors deplored assaults on po-
lice in speeches Thursday.

“In all Jast year, 86 police-
men were killed while on '
duty,” Mansfield said. “More
than 35,000 of them suffered
assaults. And the risk has be-
come greater each year.

“I find no humor at all in_
such crude characterizations

| as pig--none whatsover. Such

a reference sickens me even
more when I think of those
oificers who have been shot
down and Blown up with such
cold abandon recenty.”
Mansfield’s remarks fol-
lowed passage of a resolution
calling on President Nixon to
designate Oct. 25-31 as “Law
Officers Appreciation Week.”
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Miscannon Fund
Committee M’/wt

Is Appointed “1°

A five-member committee has
been appointed by Mayer En-
sign to administer the fund es-
tablished for the family.of slain
Patrolman William A. Mis-
cannon.

Charles McKelvy. Jr.. presi-
dent of First National Bank, was
named chairman of the group.
Other members are R. Martin
G alvin, attorney, Patrolman
“rank Calipetro, of the Patrol-

1en’'s Benevolent Association;

at. Henry Reuss. of the Frater-
| Order of Police. and Lt.
alter Scoble, of the Command
ficers Association.

“he mayor set up the Officer

scannon Fund last Friday af-

the patrolman was fatally
t while on duty. ' Contribu-
ns had reacked $2,000
nesday.




Some._Crimes Stand Qut
In Pages. Of The Blade

Through the years, several crimes
stand out as being particularly mem-
erable in the history of the Toledo
area.

1. Joe Urbaytis and the Post Office
Robbery, Feb. 17, 1921.

2. The Toledo Clubber, 1925-26.

3. The Licavoli Gang, 1930-34.

4. Preity Boy Floyd and the
shootout in Bowling Green, April, 13,
1931.

5. The Harry Campbell-Sheriff
O'Reilly Scandal, May, 1936.

6. The Slaying of Patrolman Wil-
liam A. Miscannon, Sept. 18, 1970,

7. The Bell & Beckwith fraud, Feb.
4, 1983,

The post office robbery was sensa-
tional mostly because of the size of
the loot, estirnated at 1.6 million in
cash, stocks, and bonds. Catching the
crooks was easy. One kept a handker-
chief over his mouth. This had to be
Charles (Split Lip) Schultz. The others
were his friends.

The bandits kept the cash but
passed the stocks and bonds out
among friends and neighbors. These
people basically were law-abiding
citizens, and, when police caught
them with the loot, they couldn’t wait
to teli where and how they got it.

Urbaytis escaped from the county
jail here, was captured in Columbus
in May, 1924, and served time until
paroled from Alcatraz in 1943. He
returned to Toledo something of a
celebrity, but was shot to death on
Nov. 5, 1946, as he entered the Bon-
Aire Supper Club for reasons un-
known. A 69-year-old ex-convict
pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the
case, but maintained he was doing it
only because he was afraid of being
framed for murder.

The Toledo Clubber roamed the
streets of Toledo between May 24,
1925, and Qctober 25, 1926, and dur-
ing that time he was accused of
clubbing four women to death and
severely beating seven more.

Many arrests were made, but there
never was enough evidence to being
anyone to trial. In May of 1928,
Charles Hoppe admitted taking a 7-
year-old girl from her home and
killing her with blows to the head
with his fists. He died in the electric
chair. While there was little reason to
believe he was the clubber, it seemed
to give a lot of Toledoans comfort to
think that he was. :

The glamour criminals of the 20s
and 30s were the bank raiders. They
traveled the country armed with sub-
machine guns and a willingness to

kill. They were the terrorists of their
day.

Such operations required friendly
urban areas in which criminals could
sojourn between jobs. This meant
places where there were people will-
ing to rent rooms, buy cars, and find
girls for them. Toledo was such a
town.

Floyd, his asscciate, Billy-the-Kill-
er Miller, and Alvin Karpis and his
associate, Harry Campbell, spent a
great deal of time here. As a matter
of fact, Campbell even registered to
vote here under the name Bob Miller.

Normally the bandits kept their
peace in the Tolede area, but Floyd
elected to ignore this. He hit a bank in
Sylvania and another in Whitehouse,
He was recognized at both places,
and, when he and Miller showed up in
Bowling Green with two girls on
April 13, 1931, their presence was
reported to Police Chief Carl (Shorty)
Galliher by merchants.

The chief.and Patrolman Ralph L.
Castner trailed the foursome to a
place where they believed the public
would not be endangered, and then
ordered them to halt. Miller and
Floyd pulied pistels and started
shooting. When it was all over, Miller
was dead, one girl was wounded, and
Patrolman Castner was fatally in-
jured. Floyd escaped, and was killed
on Oct, 22, 1934, by G-Men near East
Liverpool, 0.,

Because of the inability of local
police to bandle the bank raiders, the
FRBI formed an elite organization to
chase them down. In one of their first
public appearances in Toledo, they
moved in on Harry Campbell at 2132
Monrge 8t. and took him without a
fight.

Karpis was captured in New Or-
leans on May 1, 1936, a week before
Campbell was picked up. He pleaded
guilty to the kidnapping of William
Hamm, Jr., of St. Paul, and drew a
25-year sentence. He was paroled in
January of 1969. Campbell drew a
life sentence for his part in the kid-
napping of Edward Bremer in St
Paul.

The real bemb as far as Toledo was
concerned came when it was learned
that Campbell and Sheriff James O'-
Reilly had been {riends and drinking
companions for the past five months,
and that the sheriff, a dog fancier,
had either given him or sold him two
Scotties. The sheriff managed to ride
out the storm that followed, but his
life was never the same.
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Memorial ride to fund scholarships, remember fallen officers
Written by Staff Reports | | news@toledofreepress.com
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By Mo Sheahan, Toledo Free Press Staff Writer
Diane Miscannon said bikers have “the biggest hearts on the face of the earth.”

On July 13, the biking community will rally for the annual Detective Keith Dressel Memorial Ride. The bikers will
depart from Oscar Bunch UAW/GM Powertrain Park in Toledo. The event aims to raise funds for the Officer William
Miscannon Scholarship Fund in Memory of Keith Dressel at Owens Community College while honoring two deceased
members of the Toledo Police Department.

Dressel was shot and killed while trying to stop a drug
deal in February 2007 and Miscannon, Diane’s father,
was shot and killed during a riot in 1970.

While the ride was established to honor Dressel and
Miscannon, both families said the event is also a
celebration.

“It’s a big party, a reunion of sorts,” said Diane, who

was 10 when her father died.

“I get to hear about my dad from people that knew




him, and that helps honor his memory,” she added. Diane Miscannon, left, and Larraine Dressel participate in the

annual memorial ride. Toledo Free Press Photo by Mo
Larraine Dressel, Keith’s mother, said the best partof  §heqhan.

the ride is Keith being remembered.

“That’s a worry you have, that all the good will be forgotten, but he’s being remembered and [the ride is] doing good,”
she said.

Larraine said she appreciates the opportunity for Keith’s children, stepdaughter Sydney and son Noah, to hear about their
father.

“They were so young when Keith died. The ride is great for them to see all of the support they have and learn about their
dad,” she said.

Sydney, now 12, and Noah, 10, usually ride as passengers or in sidecars on the motorcycles of officers.

Each year, a police escort leads an average of 300 riders through the Toledo area. After the ride, the group gathers for
lunch at the park. While the course and distance varies, the ride always goes past Ontario Street in Toledo’s North End
where Keith was shot.

“The neighborhood is out in support, waving flags, cheering. Some wear shirts with Keith’s name on them. They are all
very respectful. It’s touching,” Miscannon said.

All funds raised from the ride go to the scholarship fund started at Owens Community College to recognize Dressel and
Miscannon. Established in 2008, the scholarship is awarded annually to one outstanding law enforcement student at the
college. To apply for the $1,500 award, students complete an essay application.

Now in its seventh year, the ride was first planned by friends and colleagues of Dressel in the months following his death.

Oregon Police Officer Sara Shaw said the ride gave a way for the community to mourn Dressel, the first TPD member to



die in the line of duty in more than 30 years.
“It was very surreal for the community to lose an officer again,” said Shaw, who helps organize the memorial ride.
The community is what makes the ride so special, Shaw said.

“It’s not just about Keith and William. It’s a way to support all of the officers who have lost their lives. It’s about
honoring this profession. As much as this job takes up your life, it brings us all together, too.”

Larraine said the support of the police community helps her family cope with Keith’s death.
“It’s neat to see the way the guys in blue support each other,” she said.
“It’s like great big wings came over and just scooped your family up. They took care of us. Still do.”

All community members are invited and encouraged to participate in the annual memorial ride. Motorcycles are the most

common vehicle, but Larraine said many ride scooters or other smaller, motorized bikes

Registration is $25 per individual or $35 for a rider and passenger, and can be completed at www.rideforkeith.com, or
starting at 9 a.m. July 13 at Oscar Bunch UAW/GM Powertrain Park, 5411 Jackman Road. Participants receive a T-
shirt and lunch.

Visit www.rideforkeith.com to learn more.

Tags: Detective Keith Dressel Memorial Ride, DIane Miscannon, Keith Dressel, Larraine Dressel, 1
Owens Community College, William Miscannon
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