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Q Name RAI -John Geo1~ge. ~ 
r 0 Alias John Ray-John Roman.a:o-Jonn Pieri- I ,. (,.) 

I 
I 1:.1.:1 0 a: Residence 209 Winchester · st.MonrgQt;.~~-e---Ci::: 

Q 
2 r-f Smoke shop at Monroe.Mich. l: Occupation z 0 

51a1n. 
- -

< o' 0 ;c Eyes Brown Ht, 5 Ft, 
z a 0.L 

J 
w 25 3-6-1932 Weight. 153 0 _J oc Age On 
0 - I-f- t') Beard Hair, dk chest. < i-: 
z r-f p ..... - -

(,.) w Cl) Complexion, Fair Build Med.Muse. tl: ~ - I- t') 
Crime. Va~rancy. Em- a: "1 LO t'--c{ 

z Q. - 1-29-1932. w Date of Arrest 1:.1.:1 0 -9 w c ti) 
Arrest11d by, Det .Harttmg and :Cangena:o:ef. u z r-f 

r;.i. J -I 

0 0 
CL 

:::J 
< r.w 
Ci::: en ---• C,") ::::> =-< CQ • ....:a i:.;..u 
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r CITY OF CLEVELAND 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Daniel T. Wolfe, 
Chief of Police, 
Toledo, uhio 

Dear Sir: 

March 29th,1934o 

Replying to your communication of the 
26th instant relative to John c.Piari alias 
John Rai wanted by your department on the charge 
of murder, and who was in custody of this depart
ment on March 7th,1934:, on the charge of being a 
Suspicious Person. Permit me to advise that at the 
time of his arrest here he gave his address as 359 Busti 
Ave., Buffalo, N.Y. and wqs arrested with George 
sargint, 818 seventeenth St.,.Massilon, Ohio; Louis 
Italiano, 1214: Michigan St.,Buffalo, N.Y. Charles Ross, 
818 ueventeenth St.,1V18ssilon,uhio; and John Farah, 
164:0~ Walden Ave., this city. 111hey were all released on 
bail and your subject forfeited his bond and his 
present whereabouts are Unknown. 

We also have information that the subject is 
wanted a~ Rochester, N.Y. on the charge of robberyo 

We have had a careful search instituted for 
him and in the event he is apprehended or information 
concerning him is received, we will immediately notify 
you. 

GJM:JZ 
Wachsman Det. 
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L rcb 26th, 1934. 
STATE OF OHIO 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

·I 
, Division 

BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION AND INVESTIGATION 
H. G. Robinson, Officer in Charge, London, Ohio. 

THIS IS AN ADDITIONAL RECORD FOR YOUR FILES 

Disregard thi s No. 

rhp. 

John G orge Rai, John Ray 

F.P.C. 14) 5 u 000 
l' u 000 

9 Ref. . 
7 

s John George Ha i, ll238l3, arre sted :i t Toledo, o. Chg . Susp. 

* Iota. tion from n. of J. L tter) 
As J'no. l?ieri, #1717'3, arr. P. n. Duff lo . Ni.Y• 4•8-29, Chg. 
Delina. 
As #17173, Arr. P. D. Buffalo,, N. r 2 17•30, Vio. Sec• 1897, 
Fined 50.00 . 
As #17173~ Arr. P. D. Buff : lo,: N.4l Y. 11-10-30 • P. L. Disobar ged 
As Jno . ., Ramondo, Arr. s. P • Rook ood, tl1ch, 7-23•31, UIAA 
As #2243

1 
arr u. s . ~ . Detroit, Mich. 7-28~31, Dy r Aot. 2 mo. 

use of Corr. 
As if no. l>ier· , #12551, arr~ l> . D. Rochester, N. Y; 10•9-33, Rob. 

s John G. :P iere, IJF-79934, arr .. b P . D. Clevela n · , O. Chg. 
nv at. Pending. 

J 



CITY OFr,RO.CHESTER 
i 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF POLICE 

Mr. Daniel T. Wolfe 
Chief of Police 
Toledo, Ohio 

Dear Sir:-

NEW YORK 

March 14, 1934 

In reply to your communication of 
the 13th. instant requesting final disposition against 
one John Pieri charged with Robbery 1st. Degree, be 
advised that this aase as not been disposed of and you 
will be notified at once of the final disposition. 

Chief 

JPM/WAW. 

I 
I 
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I~x· . Hem;y T. Cop'ijpA;IC,~a.,:;.· • 
.. i~:t' 01· p 2i 
Hoc~ at r. N.v. 

l.r ;vc .. lc1 !l!'Pi:. .. \}iff'"' \ cy w. .e i it you 

JAUYJ -

!\1 ni~ h ·th:!.~ dof;Hl~"' ·. u-t.; w ~h w 1e ti.1.utl iapcsition 
eas-. 

• I run. 

DL\HI/! ~r, '.il. :"J r,FE 
lUi~ OF l-'07IOE 



CITY OF RocHE:STE:R 
NEW YORK 

·I / 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF POLICE 

Daniel T. Wolfe 
Chief of Police 
Toledo, o. 
Dear Sir! 

March ll ·, 1934 

In compliance with your request of 
Tu arch 9, we a+e enclosing a photograph of 
3ohn Pieri. You will find finger print class
ification on reverse side, to gether with des
cription. 

B of ! 
VCR 

Very truly yours 

ol~::t 
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.. nzt h 9th. 190 • 

Mr. II :nry T. Cop nb n 
· Oh1 t ot olic 

t • M.Y. 

D $1- J-

.. , 
e. c • I 

IcuyJ-

turni 
""""'·•• ""'"'rint 

n Pieri your :mn1b 
9t 1933 on hat· · 

Th nkin you in n nc f'or thi and pa t 

DANI.EI, • WOL E 
OF.l.:.t. 0 OLICE 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

I 
I 

~ifrizinn of ~nfres±igatfou 

~L~. ~epa:rinumt of Wuztfre 

~llllasfrin_stou, ~.(!L 

Form6 

The following is a transcript of the record, including the most recently reported data, as shown in the files of the 
Division of Investigation concerning our number 

Contributor 
of Fingerprints \ 

, 

Name and Number 

t 

Arrested 
or Received Charge 

• 

*Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints 

J. E. HooVER, Director. 

Disposition 

• • 0 

• 

For completion of our records, please supply dispositions to this bureau in any of the foregoing cases whern they do not appear 
U S. GOYEllNllE~T PIUNTlXCI OfFJCI:: 103:1 7- 208{) 

• 

' 
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THE CITY OF LOHAIN OHIO 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Daniel To Wollfe 
Chief of Police 
Toledo Ohio. 

Dear Sir;-

JANUARY 24. 1933 

We ~re in receipt of your le~ter of January5. 
1933 in which you sent us the f'ollo-viring photos and descriptiomJ~ 

Ha1,old Moses Gardner 
Ernest Joseph La.Salla 
Russell Vintour Syracuse 
Harry Silvenino 
Ross Palmer 
Sam J oseph Broi;nm 
Edward Beck 

# 13950 
23263 
23264 
23850 
23851 
23852 
23948 

we are informed that three more men are in this 
gang one is known as John Rai another is known as J:i.nnny 
Riggio and the third man vs last name is Russo who is 
supposed to be a singer over the rad:i.o at various tl.mes. 

Please send us photos and description of these 
three :r.ien if it 1.s possible to do so. 

Tharrlring you for your co-operation and for past 
favors. I amo 

TVV:FS 
J.AJVI 

{ ORIGINAL IN NO o 13698.,) 

YO"t;.i-7S very trro.ly 

(Signed) Thoe Walker 
Chief of Police · 



/ 

J' .. ,) 

' I 



-



I , 

,y lm X , ~I ' . 
. "' 
'.v- -4.e 

' l 

,. ·i,!· :.i • ·pf .... :·.J.·t.Ul"tfl huvo 
-o .... o· ~":r mntad 

tru i'Y'. 

uor., 
o- . oi ica 



I , 

c y 

one 

\ ~!. 
in . i .... ~ v "n y 

·;~ 

'· 

ot -er t" 

r 

0 

0 • 

i 0 qc 

c 0 

oliCGJ p 
0 ty- Of G 

0 

(S 

7 .l • 

t; -lD 

to 1 u 03 ';""'I .. or yo .. • 
t 

0 ,. ,, t 

t1 Y• 



• 

8 vk .. G 



·I 

O n 

u . 1 a • Miclr ;, ·. n. 

Jsn1ary t 1 
. • £K5; .. • 

! 1.1: .. 1 !Hlr'L1cn:t1aJ:>liJ"" int ~rested 
pt · tos 0.,1,. ·.ro. 18.1 oo. 1io. t: d"00.3 q> r:u.td :r.ro. 
.''t.J.1. pine. J·o !.! J-cc ·~'\::/:~ 

YOU ·~to : · t _ 1y 

(Si 

0 

l 



·I / 

D r Sir;-

J nu_ry 

' I 

o cuto' OtfiG . 

n St t. 
n. 

I re. y 1 h to a :t · t 
enc1 oai . th fo · lo· 1:t .. photo rnph • 

D ni l • :iol 
XZ ZXZX""'ltZXZ.A.Z.X 

ot h 

11 re~ t 

o ·-J. nf i o ("I in. r· ., - .. - - - .. - - • -our Jlo. 55 4• 

alph C ·rpin· ·11., - -. • - .. • - - - .. - *' 
. . trnest Jo · ph .r nll~.,- - - - - • . • .... - - - · tt 

1 .11tour s~ oil. • ,, - ""' .. - . .., - .., - -

oh.u ~org 1., ~ - - - ~ - ~ .. - - -

Louy;.-
5• nel . J• 

1 l 20. 
lf '?v-2 ' • 
tt 2 2 4. 

23813. 
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BULLE11N NO. 8-1928 
r 

DECEMBER 10, 1932 . 

Headquarters of Police, Toledo, Ohio. 
--------------~-------------~-----------------------------------------------~--~ STOLEN PROPERTY, ~TC. 

72741-MRS R COWELL 3348 MONROE: THEFT OF US STAMP MACHINE CONT ABT 500 2¢ STAMPS, 500 1¢ 
STAMPS; FROM PLACE 9TH. 

742-V BARNES , FOOT MORRISON DR: THEFT OF STRAIGHT RAZOR, KNIFE, 4 PKGS GoLDfN GRAIN TOBACCO, 

PR LEA & CANVAS GLOVES ; FROM PLACE 9TH. 

745-E LUMBELL 1265 DORR: THEFT OF LARGE BROWN LEA TRAV BAG CONT 32 BLUE STEEL COLT AUTO 

PISTOL IN BROWN LEA HOLSTER, 12 SHIRTS, 3Q TIES, , 10 PR SOX, ; FROM PLACE 9rH . 
747-J COLLARD, S)LVANIA 0: THEFT OF BLACK LEA ZIPPER GRIP CONT 2 GENTS SHIRTS ; KNIT JACKET, 

NIGHT SHIRT; FROM AUTO STOLEN 2012 N 12TH & RECOVERED 9TH. 

750-N HALL 864 TOLEDO: THEFT OF TAN ARMY BLANKET. SET CHAINSCOLLINS PARK SHELTER HOUSE 
9.30 PM 9rH. 

734-THE SHOW BOAT 4~2 SUPERIOR: REAR WINDOW JIMMIED NIGHT 9TH & PLACE RANS~CKED . 
731-A~ERICAN PLUMBERS SUPPLY Co, 1701 CANTON: GYPPED OF SET 01Es & STOCK , ~ CHROWE KoHLER 

SWIVEL SINK CLEANER, BY FAKE SALESMAN FROM GRINNELL Co 1 I A~ 9rH . 

762-SrANDARD 01L Co, FRONT & CoNsAuL: THEFT OF 100 GAL GAS; FROM PlACE SINCE 7rH. 
763-1 RosEN 420 SUPERIOR: REAR oooR FORCED AM 10rH & MEATS, CANDY. GUM, TELEPHONE & WEIGHING 

M.\CHINE STOLEN, 
76~-c o~EYER. TOLEDO Hosp : THEFT OF WG HAMILTON WRIST WATCH WITH MESH BAND : FROM ROOM ABT lsT . 

~!OOVERED AuTOMOBILfS;CHRYS~ER SEO C-71 .532. PEERLESS CPE c~11 .600 . WHIPPET CPE C-72.083. 
W1LLYS 6 lRUCK, T-59,591. 

STO~EN AUT10M:>B I L&S NONE 

SPECIAL NOTICE:- WE HOLD MURDER ~ARRANTS FOR E~NEST JOSEPH LASALLE, JOHN GEORGE RAI 

AND PETE CuRRADO, ~Ho ARE ALSO UNDER INDICTMENT AND ARE WANTED s~ THE U S MARSHALLS . 

ALSO PICK UP YoNNIE LICAVOLI AND HOLD FOR U S MARSHALLS, AS HE 1s 

UNDER FEDERAL INDICTMENTS TOO. 
EMMETT E CAIRL, INSPECTOR OF DETECTIVES . 

SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL MEN OF THE POLI CE DEPARTMENT: - ENTRANCE TO THE 
TOILETS AND SHO~ER BATHS IN THE BASEMENT OF THE SAFETY BUILDING "ILL BE BARRED , 
TO ALL PERSONS, NOT MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT . JANITORS WILL HAVE ACCESS TO 

SAME. THE GATE PLACED AT THE ENTRANCE IS EQUIPPED WITH A LOCK THAT MAY BE 
MANIPULATED WITH A REGULATION PATROL-aOX°KEY. THE SHO~ERBATH AND ROOM WILL 

BE THOROUGHLY RENOVATED AND PLACED IN FIRST CLASS SANITARY CONDITION . Ir IS 

TO BE HOPED THAT MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT ~ILL JEALOUSLY GUARD THIS PLAC E AS 
IT IS INTENDED FOR THEIR OWN PERSONAL USE, 

Jos. 0ELEHAUNTY, INSPECTOR oF PoL1cE. 

LOUIS Je HAASf! CH I EF OF POLI Cit 

l 
I 
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. Mr . L. . J • H e.s. 
Cllief of :Police 
Toledo. Ohio. 

City of South Bend. Indi n • 

Police Depa~tment 

Nov. 23rd. 1932 • 

Dear Sir;-
R pl.yi:ng to your l tters of Mov. 21st 

a..'ld 22nd, lativ to gang d troying S~ al1k Dry Cl aning 
Company hero o will ad via · e have been sue o tu1 in 
arresting and securing cont asio from th. outfit 
th2t puuled our· 1 c l ob.· 

I ··n herewith envlosi:ng photos and fingerprint of men 
rrested her pe1 .. your reque t 

James • Stone (RN) aul 0-ra.f t, 

Forest . Niel . on. 

#3603 

3604 

rd~rm Had.en alia I.roui · Brooks ali 1 .Ed .. ard Ha.yde 3605 

Nill.iron R. Tpire alias .' Rosie 3606 

Thanking you for your e·o-opere.tion in 
this and :P st m ttor • . I a;r~. · 

mm/HW 

( ORIGINAL lN ro. , 5584.,) 

Very Tru.1 Yours 

(Signed.) Horace ieHa:hlilton 
· A . · •d Chief of Police 
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City of South Bend Indiana. 

M. R. I,~ Jo Haas 
Chief of Police 
Toledo. Ohio. 

Dea1'1 Sir;-

Police Department 

November 18th 19320 

About 1.15 A.M. Nov. lOtho 1932. the Swank 
Dry Cleaning Co~ of this eity. was destroyed by three 
men who overpowered the watchmano and then proceeded 

· to destroy the machinery with sledge hammers. After 
this · was accomplished they poured acid over the clothing. 

Information comes to us that you had a 
similar occurance there several months ago and rounded 
up a gango If this is correct I am wondering 
if you would favor this department with their photos. 

HMH/HW 

Our # 5584 
# 23444 
#24673 
#15420 

Yours Trt1ly 

(Signed) Horace M. Hamilton 
Assat Chief of Police 
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This ls a Full rc1te Telegram, Cablegrc1m or 
Radiogram unless otlierwise ln-Jicated by 
signal in the check .1• in the' dress. 
DL. CAY L.ETTER 

NL. NIGHT L.ETTER 

NM NIGHT MESSAGE 

L.CO DEFERRED CABLE 

NLT NIGHT CAllLE LETTER 

WLT WEEK EN·o CABL.E LETTER 

RADIOGRAM 

1935 JAN . i2 AM .9 48 

N T NAI V.: 
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3.!l~varfm,enf llf Jolicc 

uhief or police. 
"J:oledo Ohio •. 

t)ir-; 

BUFFALO , N . Y. 

JAMES W. HIGGINS 
COMMISS I O N ER 

.1.'pril 19, 1934. 

We are herewith enclosing photo of 

one John Pieri one of your local gangsters,who has a 

police record here and elsewhere. 

We understand through the Cleveland 

uhio police that he ia wanted in your uity for Murder. 

If this information is correct please 

advise, and we will try and pick him up as rib .1.a;i .u. t....~ld 

out of this vity. 

J! • J • lvlc o 
.MCUBJ.rthy. 
O.J.~.Det Bur~ 
"" "'*'fO,!OJC~ ~ "t'-* , ,~,;; '!' 

very 1rruly ·x.ourso 

CJ~. Q. u/t~/o~_· 
Joh4.~aln. t/ ~: -

uhief of Detectives. 



. ~, .. SUPPLEMENTAL OFFENSE R.EPORT ARREST NO . RD 01v.' No. CLASS . . NUMBER 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
TOLEDO, OHIO . I " . 193 

,l_J..S OF OFFENSE: ., PROGRESS OF INVESTIGATION: PERSONS INTERVIEWED: ADDITIONAL PROPERTY STOLEN, ETC. 

, ' ·" .. ; I .. , . Febr rnry _23, 1936 '\. 
DATE OF THIS REPORT 

·~ . 

IN REGAR!!> TO MY INVESTIGATION OF THE ABOVE ·oFFENSE, I REPORT AS FOLLOWS: 

About .9~0, P1·1 we went t0 the Court Hotel , 434 N. :B~r · e 

hotel. On our arriv~l there·w 

at they were not in th9ir rooms at the time. Returne.d to hote.l $.bout 215 PM 

~d found Bert Carplnel l, ·.1 e lAArJil:lin ed bP. waP a bribt.ber of Ralph CerRAllo, room "SJ" 

[Urn found John Tronolone and Joe Pieri in room 201. Pieri who is 26 yrf! old is a 

other of John Rai and TronoJine 25 yearR old 1s a co11sin of John Bai . ~bey have 

were here to rttend the trAaJ of John Ra1 an~ Ralph Carsell~ and wrote~ 

here untjl tho rve1"le E!ent to the OP , which_ihil expected whs:>u~'ld be this 

ek 1Neds or Thur . , after·which time they intended to return to Buffalo , N. Y. , their 

mes , where they operate a cigar store. We looked their room~ over and found no 

eapons of any kind . 
INVESTIGATING OFFICER BADGE 

CY RW DeLora and Brennan 
CESSARY, USE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS) 

R. D.10-B.-This sheet to be filed in o:ffice of the Division to which the In:vesti1;;nting· Officer i:it nttnehed, u:util cull!e i~ c loset!. 



- - - - c 0 p y - ~ - -

Mr. Daniel To Wolfe 
Chief of Police 
Toledoo Ohio. 

Dear Sir;-

City of Rochester 
New York 

March 14. 1934 •. 

In reply to your communication of 
the 13th. instant requesting final dispos1t:ton against 
one John Pieri charged with Robbery lat degreeo be 
advised that this case has not been disposed of and you 
will be notified at once of the final disposition. 

JPM/WAW 

Very truly yours 

(Signed) Henry T. Copenhagen 
Chief of Police 

(THIS A COPY ORIGINAL IN NO.~ 23813.,) 

~k. 

7 /1 



NUMBER SUPPLEMENT AL OFFENSE REPORT OFFENSE 

~OLICE DEPARTMENT 
TOLEDO, OHIO 

DATE OF OFFENSE 193 
PERSONS INTERVIEWED: ADDITIONAL PROPERTY STOLEN, ETC. 

I DATE OF THIS .... O .. T 

--

INVESTIGATINC'i OFFICER BADGE 

CESSARY, USE REVERSE SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS) 

u. ll. 10-B.-Tlil• sheet to be jJled In. oillce of the Dlvlalon to which the Investig·nting· . O~ficer is uttached, until case is t!iosl'u. 



Toledo's regular trial-goers and scores of curious spectators assembled in the common pleas court
room of Judge John M. McCabe today for the opening phase of the first degree murder trial of Ralph 
Carsello and John Rai, Licavoli h_enchmen, accused of four gangland slayings. The photograph shows Car
sello, left, and Rai. In th.e other pictures are shown Frazier Reams, county prosecutor, who will direct 
the prosecution, left, and Attorney Cornell Schreiber, defender of r e accused. 
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Toledo, Ohio 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

/~e;fi¢~/ Captain J. Buck; 

File No. _____________________________ _ Suspicion. 

June 17 /32. 
---------------;-----------------------------------------------------____ 19 _________ _ 

Sir; 

At 10;1_5 P. M. we. arl:''ested .Jolm Rai., age 26 

12 - 15tl __ st .and Ha1,,ry Sil veino age f6 yrs. 3427 _Torrence Dr. at Michi

gan and Monroe St. ChaPged with Suspicion~ Hold for Acting Inspector 

Form 21-1-32 

Toledo~ Ohio 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Sergeant Captain Iangboff 

I o 

spectf"JJ lJ y. 

File No. _____________________________ _ 

-------------"Iune __ l8tJ:Ll932 ________________________ 19 __________ _ 

,, . 
A+ 11:45 A.M. took Harry Silvcino and John Hai 

bath charged with Si,:.spicion,to .Tudgo 8oott Stahl's Gourt Jco ansvrnr to a 
m ..... ~t +' H h t"'I J.LU..::b _ O-ka ffiJ S vorpu S • 

The case was set over 1mti 1 4·30 pM .J1me 2Qth 

and both defendants released on a bond of $500. 

J?rj edrnan was Attorney for defendants and Ben 

Berensen D1~nished bond. 

Patrolman No. 

Form 21-1-32 



.. _ M.o. 23813 MALE ,. Color 
V'lhi te • 

Classification 

RA:r' 
/ ' 

Joljn George. 

Arreste~d.._6 __ -_1_7 __ -_3_2 __ • ________ ..,_D_i s~p-o-si.ti8o~n------------------------------------------------~-D-a~te ______ ,,,_..,._.. __ ..,...._ 

~~~-R_ig_h_t_T~hu_m~b~~~~·-""~~-R~ig_h_t _l_n_de_x~~~-1-~~-R~ig_h_t_M~id_d_le~~~~~~-R_1_· g_h_t _R_i_ng~~~~l~~~~1{_ig_h_t_L_i_u_le~~ 

4 

Left Thumb Left Ring Left Little 

Lett Hand Right Hand 

-~l!if 
:::_<!',· 

~-! 
·~:-~ .. : .. 



02846 
4 

N OTI ~ Ef On date of shipm~nt MAIL INVoICE IN ;TRI-PLICATE -showing ~u~ purchase ~ order number and 'divi'sion reteiving 
\....; • ,,.. goods, t0 DEPARTMENT OF PURCHASES, 119 Cherry Street. Make all invoices read CITY OF TOLEDO, regardless, 

of Department for which purchased. Original invoices in lead pencil or carbon not accepted. Invoices must be mailed within five days.after shipinent. 

DATE 

SHIP TO _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .!.. ________ 2, _ _________ ~ ___________________________ _ 

~·-J=-

~ 1 
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W.R.D.Q.# 3390 March 12 - 1936. 

Supt~ J.Louy. Time 3.24 Pm ' 

Sir~ 

At the above time recieved request frpm Butler Pa~ 
State Police Dept. for a check on one John W.Ra.y who was returned 

~ from Buffalo N.Y.on charge of Murder was extradited they would like 
" 

• 

;.. i. 
r .. 

check as soon as possible~ • I 

• ., I • 

Athority State Police Butler Pa; .· • 

• • - I • 

-• Copy to. 
••• • ~ ... -... • • 

• 

-.. • J.Louy. 
• I Dect. • 

• • 
I • • Respt; • • 

A. Snyder 

At 3.45 Pm. I had Radio Opperator notify the State Police at Butler 
Pa~ that John W~Rai is now confined in Obio State Penitentary at 

Columbus O~serving a life sentence. for the Licavoli Gang Murders~ 

Snyder; 
• 







. ..,. . ...., 
Form I.B. -3 

r 
OSCAR G. OLANDER 

COMMISSIO~ER 

RECORD COMPILBD 

ev: "_j fl A. ' 

i 
I 

Oh. o i.,) t t n., 
0ol b s , 0 10 . 

., ir: 

4- 8 - 1 2 

7- 28- 1 

1 - 2 - 932 

-17-

8- 30- J.932 

2- 26-

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

MICHIGAN STATE POLICE CAPT. IRA H . MARMON 
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 

BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION 
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Card Taken • 
• Gard- -ea:Ken. 

For ni. ::ll 1-::ll 2500 792fi4 
r 

I ,. 

23813 
No .... ... ... .... ... ............ . . 

CITY OF TOLEDO 
DEPARTME.NT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DIVISION OF POLICE 

BUREAU OF 
IDENTIFICATION 

Date Measured ...... ... ..... ........ ~~.~~~J'Y ... g~_t.A ... l.$3.2 ...... ..... ........ ... ...... ... . 

Oat~ of Arrest ... .... ... ...... ... ... Ja.nuar.y. .. 29.th ... l.932 .. . at .. .3 ... 4.5 ... P.M .• 

. Name ... ..... .. .... ... Jolm ... G.eo.rge: .. RAI ... .. .. .... ................... .. .... ... ..... .... .. .. .... ............ ...... ...................... .... ............ ···:;·· .. 

Alias ......... ......... Jobn .. Ray:-...... Jolln ... Ramondo ... .,. ..... ~9i.t;p. ... ~i.~~i. ~ .... ~~QhP: ... ~~. ~-r..~ ~ .... ... .... .... .... . . 
Residence ..... ... # ... 20.9 .. .Winchest.er. ... Str.e.e.t .. . M.onr.oe .. . M.ich .................... ............. ... ..................... ... ..... . . 

Color of 5 t 5-=l 
Age ......... 25 ......... On .. ..... .Mar.c.h ... 6~h .. l9.32 ........ .. Left Eye ...... . br.o:wn .. .......... ... Height ............... ~ ......... .. ... . 

Where Born .... ... .. ... . ~.9.+rr..9.e. ... W.1 c.h. .. ... .... ....... .. · ... .. ... .. .... Descent ~ .. }~ ~ .~ ~ ........ .. .... ... ..... .. ..... . · ... .... .. ... ...... . 

Occupation .. .. .... ... :.Smo.ke ... shop. .. at ... Monroe .. Mic.h ... .............. ..... ... ... ......................................................... . 

Color of Hair ................ dk ... c.hest .... .. ... .. ... .. ........... ..... Color of Beard .... ......................... ...... .............. .................. .. 

Teeth ..... .... .. ........ .. QQ.9.4 ........ ......... .... ..... .......... .... ..... ..... .... ..... .... .. ........ .. .. ...... ..... ... .. ................................. ...... .... .... ..... . . 

Comp . ............. ... . f..~J:r .... ....... .... ....... .. .... .. ... .......... ......... .... Build ... .. ... Med ... muac .......... Wt .... }.~.? .... ....... .. ... ... .. .... . 

Crime ..... -.. ... ....... : ... Vagr a.nc y. .•.......... ..... .................. _. ...... ...... ........ ......... ... .. .... .. ... .. : ... .......... ...... .. ·:·· ....... ...... .... .. .... · .... . 

Officer ...... ...... .... . ~. P. .~ ~- -~ .~ ... ».~r.t.~g ... ~P.4. ... L.~.Pg~P..4.o r.f. ; ......... .. .... .... ... ...... ................................... .... ........ .... . 

Rema:1:·ks ........... ....... .. ... .. .... .. ..... .. ·:· ··· .. ........... ..... ... ..... ..... ................... ....... ......... .... ................... ...... ......... ..... .. ...... .... ... ... . 

No. MARKS, SCARS, MOLES, ETC. 

1 _Clean., 
2 Clean., 
3 Crescent shape cic at left eye outer. 
3 Nose been broken. 



11- 22-32 Mailed F .P.Card & Mu g to C.P . ~ t South Bend.Ind . 
12-7_-32 Maile~ F.P.C~rd & }~ug to C.P. Detroit.Mich.& 1 mailir~g ca rd & mug to 

Sheriff of Wayne ~o.Mich. ~. 3-9-35.-3X5 & mug to C. Det. 
1-9-33 Ma iled 3 x 5 & Mu g to she r iff Hi llsda le ~ich . Flint. Mich. 
1-13-33 l\~ailed 3 X' 5 & Mug to Prosecutors Office Wayne Co Detroit IVIich. 
1-31-33 l'Jailed 3 x 5 & I/Jug to C. P.Lorain O. 1 - 14-35.Mailed 3rnail i ng cards&mugi 
12-6- 33.Mailed 3~5 and mug to C.P.Detroit.Mi ch. to Pr osecuDor' s uf fice 
4- 8-:f-926-As John Pieri No 17173 arr -PD Buffalo .Ny.for Delinquency. Wt 

- Turned over to Sheriff. 

2- 17-1930-As J obn Pieri No 17173 arr PD Buffalo .Ny. for Viol section 1897 Pen Law 
- Got fined $50.00 

11-10- 1930-As John Pieri No 17173 arr PD Buff~lo.N . Y.for P.L. Dis charged. 

? -23 - 1931-As John Ra.mondo~ 2~j;J: arrested by State Police, Rockwood, Mich. 
on charge of Unlawfully Driving Away .Au to. 

-Turned OJ er to Department of Justice . 
? -28-1931 -As John Ramonda, 2243, a. rrested by U.S.Marsha.l, De troit, Mich. 

charge Vio. Dyer Act. 

11-21-1931-Sentenced Two Months Detroit House of Correction. 

• 



I 

Picked up with John MIRABELLA # 23714 

2-17-1932-0n trial and .discharged by Judge Ramey 011 charge of Vag. 

·-?-
6-20-1932-As iJ:ol:rr\1 Ra.i , al_i as.jRAY..' En'res.t ad . Toled o .-o. with. : SEL~IN <L23850: 

cha1·gcl nth s . P. by Insp Timiney and e ct 
6-3 0-1932- Dis charged ii± . I~1uny Cou1->t Judge Donovan. 

. ..J , . ) 

6-17 -1932- As John Rai arrested Toledo Ohio . at 10.30 PoM• with Harry 
Silvenirio # 23850 b y Tim:mi ney and Mich alak on charge .of suspic on 
b ootleggars a.pd r acketeers ; 

6-18-1932 - Released on writ of habeas corpu s b y Judge Stahl 

8- 6-19 32- As John Rai a1~rest;ed Toledo . o. at 2 . 30 PM with LaSalle [)23263 by 
~ Broi:vn and Michalak charged vvi th s . P . 

8- 8-1932-Taken to Com.men Pleas Ct be~ore Judge Stahl for hearg on vvrit . H. C. 
r8leased. sam~ day on bond $750. 00 Judge Stabl 

8- 9-1932- Case marked off docket in Common Pleas Ct for S. P. on Writ . Jud~e Stilt 

10- 8-1933-ns John Pieri No.17173 arr PD Buffalo,N.Y.robb,wanted at Rochester,N-
10- 9- 1933-As John Pieri No 1 2551 arr PD Roch ester .N.Y. for r obb ery 1st degree. 

3- 7-1934- 1-... s J·ohn C p · ere No F-79934 arr PD Cl eveland. o. for Investig0.tion. 

1-11-1935-As Jolm Pieri ·No 9983 Arr SO Buffalo.N.Y.as Fug from Just,wanted at 
Toledo.O.for Murder. 

2- 5-1935-As John Pieri alias Rai No.,25813 arr PD Toledo .a. f or Murder,lst deg 
by Mun s on and Unkel. 

degree. 
3- 8-1934-Indictment # 21539 filed by Lucas County Gra nd-Jury for Murder 1st 
3- 9~1935-Arraigned and pled Not Guilty bef6re Judge Gosl i ne . 
l-28~1936~Trial started before Judge McCabe. - · · 
2-22-1936-Rai not· guilty as charged in 1st and 2nd counts by guilty .as charge& 

· · in 3rd and 4th counts and recommendation of Mercy by ·Jui•y. 
2-26-1936-Sentenced to Ohio State Pent•y to serve L I F E sentence Judge McCabe 

2-28-1936- As John RAI No 70634 . recd at Ohio State Pen at Columb~s.Ohio from 
Lucas co. o. for Life,for 1st degree murder with mercy • . 

/ 



ANTHONY A. BOSCH 
Chief of Police 

1. 

6. Inspector, Crime Prevention 

/ 

11. Captain Detectives 

· -; -• ."\ : ··:, .... . 

CITY OF TOLEDO 
OHIO 

DIVISION OF POLICE 

7. Inspector, Training 8. Inspector ldent. Bur. 9. Cap't No. 1 Station 10. Cap't No. 2 Station 

12. Despatcher 13. Women's Bureau 14. Morals Squad 
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4 T o 
The last three mernbers of the Prohibition-era Licavoli gang 

still imprisoned for their roles in four gangland-style Toledo 
slayings 1rere granted par1llc Tuesday b.v the stJte parole board. 

None of the three is to return to Tokdo to Jive when they 
~re freed from prison Wifoin tvrn months after 38 years in prison. 

John Rai, 6G, and Serafino I ----~------· ---~-~ 

Sinatrn, alias Joe 73. t wbo has h~-1d honor status for fo 
ivill live with and be sui)portccl i vc·Es. 
by their families in Bt/fah ! . Ali three of the inmates are 

. N.Y., following their Fe:.~ 8 •;c~- ·said to 1~e in re;rsonably good 
lease, Ralph Carsello, 61, wno. J-·,:iltJ 
will be freed Jan. 11, plans to i Jl~c .. 1. 

live in Clevehnd with a brother. ' Csn't 

There will be no restriction : The way was opened for the 
on visits to Toledo by any of ·,ar0lcs 1~1 sl month when Gover
the three, but Hai ~nd SinaL.ra 

1

nor GilJicran commuted their rn:H 
would have to receive perm/-, b .. , ,. 

1 
• 

1
• , • , " 

sion of their parole officers be- I , llllL c.ei com ict1c.L 
fore leaving New. York state, I to second-negree. Persons under 
according t;' Les Snyder, place- convictions for first-degree mur
ment coordinator for the adult der cannot_. b~ pµr9le~L under 
parole a.utho_rity. Ohio law. /:'. / _ ;~ j)L 1 

: If Rai, Smatra, or Carscllo The paroles for Hai, Sinatni, 
want to move to Toledo perma- and Carsello complete the te-
11ellt1y, approval of the parole lease from confinement of the 
authority would be needed, and five members of the Licavoli 
l_s not likely, Mr. Snyder said. gang who we;·e convicted in sep-
'No Plans To Work c:ira.te trials of con:::,ui;·:icv in ti;e 

four Lucas County rnurdcrs . ._ He added that none of the 
·three has ally pJans to work. 
· When Thomas (Yonnie) Lica
.voli, the gang leader, was grant
ed parole a year ago after 37 
years in prison, Toledo was 
placed off limits to him under 

'The first to be released was 
3acob (Firetop) Sulkin, who was 
freed the dav after his 75th 
birthday. He returned to Toledo, 
where he lived until his death 
last July. 

his parole restrictions. He is liv- Licavoli was granted parole 
ing in the Columbus suburb of Dec. 7, 1971, three years after 
Gahanna, and operates a gift, former Gov. James A. Rhodes 
stamp, and antique shop in an- had commuted his first-degree 
other Columbus suburb. murder com'iction to second-dc-

The only special conditions gree. Mr. Rhodes refused to 
placed on the release of Hai and commute the sentences of H~li, 
Carsello were that thev re111ain Carsello, and Sinatra. 
on parole for life so that "the The five were convicted of 
public can be assu:,ed they will conspiracy in the 1931 slayings 
~~· closely supervised for the of gamblers Abe Lubitsky and 
rest of their lives." Norman Blatt. at Franklin and 
. There is no such restriction on~West Woodruff avenues; the 19~i2 
the parole of Sirw.tra, the eldest i slaying of Louise Bell at Jack
~£ the three, meaning that he sun and streets, c:rirl 
{,~?_l~lcl. b~ ren:w_ ve_d fror._n .super-1 tbe 19~~3. rnachi!1c-gun killing of 
v1s1or: aftr~r five years. Srnatra, rival spec:.kcil.sy owner, .Jack 
who is now in the Chillicothe I Kennedy, who had been the ac
Cor.rectional lns.titution, .was de- tual target when IVliss Bell was 
scnbecl as a '·model Hmi.Jtc'' killed. 



Continued From P age 1. 
covered Carsello and Mirabella oc
cupying a bed upstairs in the 

I 
house. 

He described also the discovery 
of a secret room off the laundry in 

I 

the Licavoli basement which the 
state charges w as used as a hide
out for members of the gang. 

In September, 1931, Mr. Unkle 
said he visited the Show Boat night 

1 
club, on Superior Street, where he 
met the gang leader. _ . 

"I'm a Good Fellow.'' 
"Why the hell is George Timiney 

riding me?" Mr. Unkle said Lica
voli asked him. "I'm a good fel · 

11ow." 
"I've got orders t o keep you 

down and I intend to keep you 
down as long as I'm on duty," the 
witness said he told him. 

Bernard "Benny" Hastings, oper
ator of a dance hall and beer gar
den in Adrian , Mich., and former 
bodyguard of Kennedy, told of fre
quent clashes between t he Ken
nedy and Licavoli gangs. 

Recover Two Cars. 
On one occasion the Kennedy 

gang recovered a still near Mans
field, 0. , which had been seized by 
t he Licavoli gang, the · witness tes
tified. On another occasion, he 
said, t he Kennedy ·gang recovered 
two autos for Roy Swaney, Mans
field bootlegger and auto salesman, 
who had sold the autos to the Lica
voli gang but was never paid for 
them. 

"You're through from now on," 
Kennedy told Mirabella and Jimmy 
Riggio at a meeting of representa
tives. of the two gangs in San
dusky, Hast ings testified. About 
two weeks later Kennedy was mur
dered, he said. 

Tells of Gang Meeting. 
The night of the Bell slaying, 

Kennedy, Hastings and Miss Bell 
were followed by two autos as they 
drove away from Kennedy's apart
ment in Northgate Manor t o at
tend a downtown show, the witness 
said. 

He said they lost the autos on 
Superior Street between Jackson 
A venue and Orange Street. Ken
nedy parked his auto on Huron 
S treet, near Adams Street, and 
with Miss Bell went into the Para
mount Theater. Hastings said he 
went to another show, returning 

1 

' home about 11 p. m., when he re-

\ 

ceived word of the Bell murder. 
Cross-examined as to how he 

vvas armed when he attended one 
of the several meetings of the t vYO 
gangs in 1931, Hastings said: 

1 "I just had a little one· we we_r e 

MURDER 
tawa River Road after the Ken- ' 
nedy killing. 

Boys Found Gun. 
Edward Vanderhorst, 13, of 5525 

Edgewater Drive, several inches· 
taller than when he first testified GUNS IDENTIFIED 

IN COURT . 
' in the gang trials, told how he 

found the 38-caliber gun, used in 
the Kennedy murder, four days 
after the beer operator was killed. 

Linked To Gang 

Jack Kennedy 
Killing 

TRIAL ADJOURNS 

Witnesses called by the 
prosecution in the Ralph 
Carsello - John Rai m u rd e r 
trial yesterday told of the 
renting of a cottage in Point 
Place by alleged members of 
the Licavoli gang and of the 
finding of the guns with 
which Jack Kennedy was 
killed. 

Boyd Murphy of 17 Irving street, 
told the jury 11e r.ound a .45 caliber 
automatic above the river bank 
near the intersection of Ottawa 
River road and 121st street, and Ed
ward VanderHorst, 13, told of the 
discovery of a .38 caliber revolver 
on the river bank below Ottawa 
River road. 

Both witnesses identified the 
guns in court. Previously :::lergt. 
James Payne, of the Detroit police 
department, had identified the guns 
as those which he had tested and 
checked with bullets taken from 
Kennedy's body. 

Mrs. Grant Snyder,. of 3484 147th J 

street, testified she had rented her ! 
house in Point Place to a Mr. and r 
Mrs. Paresi, and Mrs. Paresi's 
brother. She also identified one l 
Mrs. Gross, who accompanied Mrs. 
Paresi when she rented the house, 
as Mrs. Carsello. Mrs. Snyder also 
identified Mrs. Paresi as Mrs. Leo 
Moceri. 

Henry Freshman, 2260 Vermont 
avenue, identified Rai as a custo
mer in his Michigan street tailor 
shop. Katherine Chester, Lansing, 
Mich.. formerly of Point Place, 
testified she worked as a maid for 
Mrs. Moceri, but that she knew 
her as Mrs. Priestly. 

There will be no court today be
cause of the holiday. 

He found the gun along the Ot
t~wa River Road, he said, near the 
spot w here Boyd Murphy, 17; Irv
ing Street, testified he found· the 
45-caliber Colt the following day. 

John Rai was forced to shed his 
suitcoat when Henr y Freshman, 
who operates a tailor shop at 241 
Michigan Street, t ook the stand. 
Mr. Freshman said he made the 
suit Rai was wearing in the police 
photograph that h e identified. 
After viewing the coat Rai wore 
Tuesday, the tailor said it was not 
his work. 

Mr. Freshman testified how at 
the command of Jacob Sulkin, gang 
"fixer," he recommended Leo Mo
ceri, gang member, to Mrs. Gr:ant 
Snyder, 3484 147th Street, Point 
Place, as a tenant for the .house 
she was renting. Mr. · Freshman 
said he did not know Moceri at 
the time. 

Gave Phoney Names. 
Mrs. Snyder testified she rented 

her Point Place home in the spring 
of 1933 to Mrs. MocerL under thE' 
name of "Pareci." When she re
turned from Michigan three days 
after the Kennedy murder, she 
said, she found the house vacant. 

Mrs. Snyder said that when Mrs. 
Moceri r ented the house the gang
·ster's wife was accompanied by a 
"Mrs. Gross," whom she later 
learned was Mrs. Carsello. 

Katherine Chester, · L ans in g, 
Mich., m a id employed by Mrs. Mo
ceri, i;iaid she knew her employ ers 
as the "Priestleys" and that Jimmy 
Licavoli came t o the house, repre
senting himself as · the brother of 
"Mrs. P r iestly." 

She left the house Wednesday, 
July 5, she said, and w as told to 
return S;;i,turday. When she re
turned Saturday, the day follo,:ving 
the Kennedy murder, no one was 
in thP house, he said. 

MURDER PISTOL 
IS I O .. E N TI F I E 0 

Pawnshop Clerk Says He Sold 
Gun Used in Slaying of 

Kennedy ·to· Sulkin 

The slaying of Jack Kennedy, 
Licavoli gang rival, was the cen
ter of testimony today in the mur
der trial of Ralph Carsello · and 
John Rai. 

Sam · Stein, a: pawnshop clerk, 
identified a Colt automatic used 
in the · slaying as. one he sold 
Jacob (Firetop) Sulkin for $17.50. 

The sale, Stein said, was late in 
April, 1933. Kennedy was slain 
the. following July 7, as he strolled 
in the moonlight in Point Place 
with Audrey Ralls, beauty contest 
winner. 

Stein was the principal witness 
called this morning before Com
mon Pleas Judge John M. McCabe 
in the trial of Rai and Carsello for 
conspiracy in the murders of Jack 
Kennedy, Louise . Bell, Norman, 
Blatt and Abe Lubitsky. 

Caretaker on Stand. 
Stein related how,· after the Colt 

was found along the Ottawa River 
Road, it was traced to him and he 
was indicted for the Kennedy slay
ing, the indictment not being 
quashed until he confessed, after 
long grilling, that he had sold the 
gun to Sulkin. Sulkin now is un
der sentence to die in the electric 
chair. 

Preceding Stein to · the witness 
stand was John Henry Brown, who 
cared for the yard' of Thomas 
(Yonnie) Licavoli's Old Orchard• 
home in 1933. 

He testified that on the aftetr
noon of the day that Kennedy was 
slain he saw Ernest LaSalle, Leo 
Moceri, Carsello and a fourth man 
whom he knew only as "Charley" 
cutting a license plate in half in 
the Licavoli garage. He said they 
appeared to be matching the plate 
with another license that was at
tached to an auto. 

Identifies Police Photos. 
"But didn't see them do it," 

Brown adiied. . 
Brown identified police photos of 

men he had seen frequently at the 
Licavoli home. These included pic
tures of Carsello and Rai, who, he 
said, )ust _sat aroun~ like the ' 

just starting into business then." 
"Firetop" Sees Judge. 

Irving Knabb, auto salesman 
3212 Cherry Street, told of rent~ 
ing a furnished home on Craig-

1 

wood Road to Mirabella in 1931. 
He testified that after the tenants 
moved, he found ashes and milk 
bottles strewn over the basement 
floor, holes burned in the carpets 
and fixt ures and other furniture 
damaged. 

RAl~CARSELLO 
TRIAL DELAYED 

BY HOLIDAY ~ 

~s ttr~ 

OF 2 SLA ll NGS 
res . I did the work." 

On one occasion, Brown said he 
saw .car~ello carrying a gun.' 

Ra1 smiled broadly as the witness 
. testified he saw him drive into 
the Licavoli home on one occasion 
in a Cadillac. 

He swore out a warrant against 

Mirabella, who later was wested. 
The morning the case was to 

have come up in Municipal Court, 
the witness testifie.d, "Firetop' ' 
Sulkin had a conference with 

Eye~Witness of Louise Bell 
Killing Will Go on Stand 

Thursday 
Judge I ra Cole, who was to have 1 • 

presided at the hearing. An eye-witness to the _gang k:ll- · 
"Judge. Cole then told me I didn't ing of Louise Bell will testify 

have enough evidence to prosecute Thursday, a~ the state draws i:ear 
the case," Mr. Knabb testified. "It the close. of its murder case against 
was continued to the call of the John Ra1 ·and Ralph Carsello. 
prosecutor and never came up The witness, Clar~i:ce ~· Ash, a 

· " taxi driver, has test1f1ed m former 
agam. . . trials that John Rai was one of 

Detective Arthur Browi: testified the occupants of the car from 
he arrested Ra_t and E rme Lasalle which gunfire spat death at Miss 
Aug. 6, 1932, m_ a home at 4635 1 Bell, sweetheart of Jack Kennedy, 
y.restway. He sa1d he ~ad to break enemy of t he Licavoli gang. 
m a r~ar door . to gam entrance Miss Bell's death in November, 
to the .,ome. · I 1932, is one of the four charged t o 

He arrested Carsello Oct. 2~ , Rai and Carsello. The others are 
1932, in Licavoli·s hor:ie. he test:- Jack Kennedy, Abe Lubitsky and 
tied. Carsello, he said, gave hls Norman Blatt. 
address as 1612 Monroe Stre;t Court Is in Recess. 
when he was booked at the Safecy Th t . 1 i"n recess today will 
B ·1d· I e na' , u1 mg. 1 resume Thursday morning with 

Raid Is Described. the testimony of Dr. anO. Mrs. Paul 
"I checked up the address and E. Bethards and Margaret Snow

found it was a vacant lot," De- berger, among the first on the. 
tective Brown said. scene following the Lubitsky-Blatt 

Carsello smiled broadly from his slayings at Franklin A venue and 
seat behind the trial table. Bancroft Street. 

p t lm n Emanuel "Monty" Others who will testify about 
Bur~:~ to~d of a raid which he the twin ki~lings will be Frank 
and five other officers made 011 Segur, who lived across. the stre~t 
an apartment in the lr'a Apart- fron; the Bru:croft Grill; Morris 
ments Dorr Street and Parkside Lub1tsky, attorney and ?rother of 
Boule~ard and arresting Carsello, the slain Abe, and Detective George · 
Mirabella 'and a third man he knevv' Tirniney. 9 R th' 
as carpinilla. ' Mrs. Ralph Os_born,_ 282 a -

==:-==========......----.! bun Drive, who lived m the apart-! metn below Carsello, will tell of 

I 
activities in the apartment the 
night of the Jack Kennedy murder, 
July 7, 1933. 

I 
Tuesday afternoon, James F. 

Payne, Detroit police chemist and 
ballisti.cs expert, identi~ied two bul
lets as having be.en fired from a 
45-caliber Colt automatic pistol, 
found on Ottawa River Road the 
week after Jack Kennedy was 
killed near there. 

He identified another bullet as 
having been fired from a 38-caliber 
Colt revolver, also found on Ot-

Deputy Audit9r Describ,es Lu .. 
bitsky and Blatt .Murders 

at Trial 

Testimony pertaining to the slay
ing of Abe Lubitsky and Norman 
Blatt on the night of Oct. 6, 1931, 
was given today at the -murder 
trial of John Rai and Ralph Car• 
sello. 

Lubitsky and Blatt were · shot 
down at Bancroft Street and 
Franklin A venue. Thefr deaths 
are two of the four in which Rai 
and Carsello , on trial before Com• 
mon Pleas Judge John M. McCabe, 
are accused of conspiracy . to mur
der. 

The testimony .was . given _ by 
Frank D. Segur, chief deputy 
county auditor. He said he left 
his home at 240 W. Bancroft Street 
just before bedtime . that night "to 
air the dog. " 

Identifies Two Pictures. 
As he crossed the street he saw 

three men leave the Bancroft Grill, 
at Fulton Street, get into a car and 
drive east on Bancroft, Mr. Segur 
said. He identified pictures of 
Ernest LaSalle and Pete Corrado 
as two of these men. · 

Mr. Segur took his dog aiong a 
four-block circuit. As he was walk· 
ing, he said, he heard a ·burst of 
gunfire that appeared to be toward 
the East. 

As he approached Bancroft 
Street again at Fulton, Mr. Segur · 
said, he saw an auto-the same 
one he saw earlier, he believes
draw up at the Bancroft Grill. And 
three men-he believes the same 
three he noticed before-left the 
car and walked into the grill. 

Rhinefort Is Blocked. 
Louis Szyperski, R. F . D. No. 2, 

Central Aveue, was the first wit
ness today. He testified that · he 
operated the Hill Avenue Gar
dens in 1932. Carsello, Rai, Russell 
Syracuse, John Mirabella and La.
Salle frequently visited the resort, 
S;1:yperski testified, but Carsello 
was not t he proprietor nor did 
he have any interest in the estab
lishment. 

Assistant Prosecutor Joel Rhine
fort was blocked by a defense ob
jection in attempting to gain from 
the witness an admission that ·for 
a wek he dodged a subpena tG 

The state scored h~avily yester
day -. afternoon when ·Clarence F. 
Ash, cab driver, pointed out Rai iri 
the courtroom as one of the oc
cupants cif the auto from which 
were fired the bullets which ended 
the life of Miss Bell. He also identi
fied a police photo of Carsello as 
that of one of the two other oc
cupants. The car, he testified, was 
driven by Leo Moceri. 

Woman Is Barred. 
Judge McCabe barred· a woman 

from -his courtroom as the trial 
adjourned yesterday after Deputy 
Sheriff Maynard Gardner charged 
the woman had attempted to en
gage one of the jurors in conver
sation. 

Mrs. Alice Mailer, juror, reported I 
to the judge the woman approached 

Please Tum To Page 2, Column 4. 
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her as she was leaving the court
.room and spoke to her. Judge Mc
Cabe · told the wom<i.n spectator tO 
stay out of the courtroom. ·He 
warned her that she would be 

I 
pu~ished if . she were again . found 
guilty 0 40 misconduct. 

Defense Questions Witness. 
The identification of Rai and 

Car.sello came after Mr. Ash had 
testified he was standing at Jack
son A venue and Superior Street, 
across from the Interurban Station, 
at about 11 p. m. Nov. 30, 1932, the 
night of the Bell murder. 

"Are ·you able to pick out ip. the 
courtroom today anyone yo\l saw 
in that car?" Joel Rhinefort: as
sistant prosecutor, asked the wit
ness on redirect examination. 

"Yes, sir," Mr. Ash a,nswered. 
"Just pick him out please." 
The witness pointed to Rai. 
On direct examination Mr. Ash 

. picked out from an assortment of 
· police photos those ·of Rai, Carsello 
and Leo Moceri, and identified 
them as likenesses of the death car 
occup~n.ts. 

Examination Goes On. 
With Mr. Rhinefort putting the 

questions, the examination pro
ceeded as follows: 

Q.: _ I hand you State's Exhibit 

27 {police photO of Moceri) and ask 
you if you saw that party that 
night? 

A.: Yes; I saw the man here. 
Q.: And where did yo4 see him? 
A.: This man was in the front 

seat of the car, driving. . 
Q.: I show you State1s Exhibit 22 

(the police photo of Rai) and ask 
you who this is or did you see him 
there that night? 

A.: This 'was one. of the gentle-
men in the back of the · car. , 

Q . : Did your learn what his name 
was? 

A.: Not until Jater; no, I did not 
at that time. 

Q,: Now I hand you State's Ex
hibit · 33 <:police · photo of Carse Ho ) 
and asl;<: you who it 'is, if you kriow? 

A.: Well, I don't know what his 
name is; no. 

Q.: Did you ·ever hear him called 
'by any name? · 

A.: No; only through the prose-
cutor's office. 

Q.: What was that? 
A.: Rai. 
Q.: Rai. 
A.: · Yes. sir. 

Cites From . Records. 
Cornell Schreiber, chief defense 

counsel, subjected the witness to 
more than an hour of cross~exami
nation and succ~eded in breaking 
down his identification of Carsello 
as one of the occupants of the 
death car. 

. Mr. Schreiber cited at length 
from the records of Ash'~ testimony 
in the Licavoli and Sulkin trials. 
The attorney read from the S\ilkin 
record to show that Mr. Ash was 
unable ·to 'recognize a · police photo 
of Carsello at that time. 

Testimony he read from the Lica-
voli trial indicated that the witness 
had testified that police photos of 
Rai and Carse1lo bo~h resembled 
one of the men in back of the 
death -car. 

"How were the men in the car 
facing when you saw them?" Mr. 
Schreiber asked. 

Both Are Expressionless. 
''They were t a h i n g straight 

ahead," ·was the answer. 
"You In:ean to say they were 

facing. straight ahead and shooting 
out to the right?" 

"They might have been. They 
didn't hit what they were. shooting 
at anyway." 

Mrs. Clara B. Osborn, 2829 Rath
bun Drive, · testified she occupied . 
the lower half of the duplex at that 
address in the summer of 1933. A 
Mr. and Mrs. Gross, who she later 
learned were Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Carsello, occupied ·the upper half 
at that time. th ~tne~~ t~dificu'I 

Quotes Mrs. Carsello. 
Two men, · one of whom she be

lieved was Carsello and the other 
either Mirabella or Ernest Lasalle 
drove past the duplex several time~ 
after 9 o'c;lock the night ·of the 
Kennedy slaying, July 7, 1933, she 
testified. 

The man she identified as either 
Mirabella or Lasalle, got out of the 
~uto and walked up the driveway 
where he was m~t by Mrs. Car-
sello, the witness said. -.. 

"What are you doing around 
here? You were supposed to stay 
away from here tonight," the wit
ness quoted Mrs. Carsello as say
·ing. 

The defense objected to the quo
tation and Judge McCabe ordered 
it stricken from the record. 

Identifies Police Photos. 
Mrs. Osborn t'estified that Mrs. 

CarseHo used the Osborn phone 
several times to call the "Yonnie" 
Licavoli residence. She identified 
police photos of English, . Mirabella, 
Russell Syracuse, Sulkin, Licavoli 
.and others as visitors to the Car
sello home. 

She said that _ several of these 
attended a meeting July 6 in the 
Carsello home. The meeting lasted 
about a couple of hours, she said. 

She pointed out Rai in the court· 
room as one of the visitors to the 
Carsello home. She 8.lso pointed 
out Carsello. 

Mrs. Osborn completed her tes
timony this morning, saying that 
on one occasion before the Ken
nedy 'slaying she saw Carsello 
carry . an . object wrapped in a 
shawl mto his home. She testified 
that she believed the object to be 
a machipe gun. 

De.fense Counsel Schreiber in· 
troduced a sketch of th.e 2800 block 
of Rathb_un Drive, showing 10 trMs 
on the side of the street on which 
Mrs. Osborn lives. He attempted 
to show that the trees would . have 
prevented her from identifying 
Carsello on the night of the kill· 
ing, as sh·e .testified she. had .done. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~testifY.-·~~~~~~~~~~~----~----------------------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_j 



·a drink." 
Q.: "Is that what you really were 

goi11g to do?" 
A.: "No. I was going to phone 

the police. But 'Wop' English said 
that I wasn't going alone. English 

' went with me, so I took a drink. 

"I met Sulkin on Bay Shore 
Road in 1931," the witness said. 
"He wanted me to pay $100 a 
month for protection from the 
state. I paid him for several 
months. 

'.'Sometimes 1 met him on the 

Monday. 
Chief among these are two Gov

ernment men whose testimony in 
Federal Court resl).lted in con
viction of Carsello and Thomas 
Licavoli gang leader, on charges 
of violat ing the prohibition law. 

was leaving by the back door he t 
turned and said to someone inside: \ 

"That's two more of them you 
want out of the way, isn't it?" 

Mr. Rice said someone inside re- I 
plied and Licavoli said: 

"Well, that's up to you." . 

Steel pushed him away, searched I 
the dresser and found a 45-caliber 
revolver in a drawer, the witness 1 

said. I 

"When we came back I leaned 
against the door and English kicked 
me in the pants. He had one hand 
in his coat pocket. He told me I 
~d better sit down." 

d h t . . .. Bodyguard To Testify. / Bay Shore Road an ot er .1mes 
in the R. & K. Cigar Store. He'd Ben Hastings, former bodyguard 
phone me and tell"" me where to of the murdered Kennedy, also will 
meet him." testify. Other witnesses called for 

The .. witness' wife followed him 
on the stand and corrobora.~ed his 
testi.!l'.lotiy that Rai '.ind Lasa]~e h84 

Best said he found a 38-caliber 1 

pistol under Carsello's pillow and I 

a 25-caliber pistol in Carpinilla's 
coat, which hung in a closet. 

-OCeupi~i:l ihe house m 1931. , Petler Testimony Ends. 

Demonstrates the Kick. 
Mr. Engel apparently was still 

ruffled . over the affair of more 
than three years ago. He got up 
from the witness chair as he was 
giving this testimony, leaned over 
and punched {lirpself with his fist to 
demonstrate how · "English kicked 
me in the pants." Then he straight
E>ned up and rammed his hand in 
his pocket to illustrate his next 
sentence. 

The former bootlegger said he Monday are: W. L. Turner, Clif
talked to Kennedy in the winter ford Roach and 'Thomas Alexander, 
of 1932 and then stopped all pay- who clashed with the Licavoli 
ments. 1 gang in the policy -_nwnbers_ racket; 

Two men who were delivering 1 William Poulis, Donald Seiler 8;nd 
beer for him were arrested, fined ·Irving Knab, former slot machme 
and sentenced to jail, Marea said. 1 -Operators: Detective Merle Unkle, 

COURT IS TOLD . 
The patrolman said he also found 

a gallon of alcohol and invitations 

I 
to an entertainment at the Hill 
Avenue Gardens. He identified th: 
invitation cards and they were 

submitted as evidence. 

Denies Knowing Rai. I Dr. Dorman Clark, Roy Swaney 
·and Roy G. Kern. 

HOW. CARSELLO 
WAS 'TAKEN IN' 

Harry Petler, 2036 Vermont Ave
nue, who testified Friday that 
members of the Licavoli gang 
forced him to pay tribute of $50 a 
month while he operated a filling 
station at Canton and W. Woodruff I 
A venues in 1931, concluded his 
testimony this morning. 

"I paid their fines and paid them I Bud Gardner. former member ot 
while they were in jail," he testi- the Licavoli gang, testified Friday 
fied. afternoon that Carsello and he 

Marea admitted on cross-ex- were at Cote's Inn, near Swanton, 

· Q.: "What did you do?" 
amination that while he had seen the night of th~ Bell slaying. . 
Carsello at the Hill Avenue Gar- Accompanied by two girls·, _the.y 
dens he never paid him money. He left Toledo about 8:30 that mght, 
said he did not know Ra1. drove to the inn and remained 

A.: "I sat down. Later I got up 
and said we had better break up 
the meeting." 

"Maybe It Was Carsello." 
Prosecutor Reams, reading from 

testimony of the Sulkin trial, asked 
Mr. Engel if, at the previous hear
ing, he had not identified one of 
the three men as Ralph Carsello. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Graffice, 336 13th there until about 12:20 a. m., he 
Street, told how she unwittingly saic:l. Returning to Toledo, they \ 
rented her suburban home in took the girls home and drove to· 
Lathrop Place to the Licavoli gang a downtown restaurant where they 
in August, 1932. learned of the shooting, the wit-

"I knew Rai as Mr. Ferguson," ness testified. 

Gangster Again Hears About 
- Selling Pint to Affable 

· G·Men ·Customers 

Tw~ affable "insurance adjusters 
fr~m out of to~'' visited the Hill 

Defense Counsel Schreiber, in 
cross-examination, attempted to 
show that Petler had gained a 
reputation as a habitual loser in 
card games at a smoke shop near 
his filling station. Petler admitted 
that he frequented the smoke shop 
and engaged in rummy at five 
cents a point and in a game that 
he called "Skin." "Maybe it was Carsello instead 

of Syracuse. I can't remember all 
those names," Mr. Engel said. 

The witness said his plant was 
bombed the Monday following ihe 
meeting. He estimated damage at 
$700. . 

Tom Nowak, who operates a 
grocery and meat market at 3342 
Lagrange Street, testified that he 
sold large quantities 0£ corn sugar 
to Russell Syracuse in 1931 and 
1932. He said he sold as much as 
80 100-pound bags 0£ sugar in 
one purchase as often as twice a 
week. 

Defense Counsel Schreiber and 
Assistant Prosecutor Rhinefort en
gaged in a verbal clash when Mr. 
Rhinefort read at length from the 
record of the Sulkin trial in an 
effort ·to refresh Novvak's memory. 
Judge McCabe overruled defense 
objections to this procedure. I 

Witness Tells of Robbery. 
Nowak testified that Syracuse 

repeatedly attempted to obtain 
sugar on credit and finally in
duced him to charge $350 worth 
of sugar, for which he never was 
paid. 

The wifn,ess told of a robbery 
one night in February, 1932, in 
which he was slugged and shot in 
the hand and robbed of $6. The 
h_Qldup occurred, Nowak said. after -

she said. "He came with Mr. Dur
kins who I later learned was Ernie 
LaS~lle. Mr. Durkins introduced 
him to me as his. brother-in-law." 

Mrs. Graffice ·-said she received 
$50 a month for the house. 

Find House Deserted. 
"One Sunday, as my husband and 

I drove past the house, we saw a 
basement window banging around 
in the wind," she said. "The next 

----====-=-== . -· . I 
morning, we came back and found , 
the house deserted. I 

"The house was in awtul shape. 
There were three bullet holes 
behind a picture in an upstail"S 
bedroom. There were about 140 
cans-alcohol cans I guess-strewn 
around the kitchen. The sink was 
all messed up and the trap un
derneath torn off." 

The prosecution sought to link 
Rai and Carsello with members of 
the Licavoli gang through testi
mony of Detective ·John C. (Chris) 
Brennan. 

Detective Brennan testified he 
saw Carsello in 1931 in the com
pany of Sulkin, Thomas Licavoli 
and Syracuse. On two other oc
casions, · he testified, he saw Car
sello in the Licavoli home. 

Chef Takes Stand. 
He said he saw Rai in the com

pany of LaSalle and Syracuse in 
1932 but had never seen him with 
Thomas (Yonnie) Licavoli, head of 

Beck had insisted upon coming to the gang. 1 
the store to purchase sugar al- William Fotoples, 130 Rosalind f 

though Nowak had informed him Place, former chef at both the I 
that his stock was exhausted. Golden Rose and Show Boat night' 

The grocer said that Beck in- clu~s! twin enterprises of .the gang, 
sisted he should take him to the testified he had seen neither Rai 
garage in the rear of the store to nor Carsello at either of the hang
prove there was no sugar· stored outs. 
there. Although Beck and his t wo Mr. Fotoples, who said he knew 
helpers were present, ·an armed Yonnie Licavoli as Tom Lazur, tes
bandit forced Nowak into his home tifed he first operated the Golden 
and attempted to exto1t money Rose kitchen on a salar·y, then took 
from him, the witness said. it over as a concession. I 

"Tom Lazur said it would be a 1 

CarselJo Gets a. L:uig·h. pretty good thing for me if 1 took I 
Refel'ring to the large sales of it over." · I 

sugar, Mr. Schreiber chided the Questioned by Harry Friberg, 
witness: assistant prosecutor, Mr. Fotoples 

"You were seeing to it that peo- said his employers owed him money 
ple were plentifully supplied with when the Show Boat closed. 
vinegar, weren't you?" Steve Contis, 2008 Elliot Street, 

Carsello laughed so heartily he former waiter at the Golden Rose 
had to wipe tears from his eyes identifi ed J?Olice photos of men h~ 
with a handkerchief as Nowak had seen at the club, including 
agreed readily with Mr. Schreiber. Thomas Licavoli, whom he knew 1 

Delmar Little, Chicago, former as Tom Lazur; Sulkin and Johnny / 
manage~-~lerk of the Argon~e Ho~ Rose. He saw neither Fi.ai nor Car-
tel, tes!ified that Thon;ias LicavolL sello at the club, he said. I 

gave him three . $50 bills as part Harrison Irwin, 2850 Robin wood 
payment for s_mte_s of rooms ~t A venue, former bookkeeper at the 
the ho~el occupied m 1931. He sa1d 1· General Importing Co., through 
$220 still was owed th_e hotel when which Russell Syracuse is alleged 
the gang abandoned its headquar- to have bough'.t sugar for the mob's 
ters there. distilling operations, identified sev-

Saw Rai in Hotel. eral police photos of men who had 
Mr. Little identified pictures of visited the · compa_ny, but said · he 

Rai and Carsello as those of pa- ha~ never seen either Carsello or 
tl'Ons of the hotel at that time. He Rai there. 
said he saw Rai in the hotel with!~====-----------

John Mirabella. CarseJlo, he said, LICAVOLI TR I AL :;;~;~1~ed several times with a -

Charles Marea,' 730 Dorr Street, 

who carried on an extensive and FI cu RE s w I L L profitable beer business during . . · . 

prohibition, yesterday afternool'.- APPEAR: MONDAY 
1 

told how members of the Licavoli 
syndicate "muscled" into his tra~e, 
collected 50 per cent of the profits 
and installed a bookkeeper to watch 
the income. 

The witness related h<:>w James 
Licavoli and Ernest LaSalle ap
peared at his place at 120 South
ard Avenue and threatened him 
if he did not agree to "split the 
profits." 

Paid "for Protection." 
I "They put Jimmy North in <ts 

bookkeeper. Every week North 
' and I would take the books and 
meet LaSalle and Russell Syracuse 
at the Hill A venue Gardens where 
we would settle up," Marea testi-
fied. · 

Pays "For Protection." 
Marea said he ,;..;as paying Jacob 

(Firetop) Sulkin $100 a month "for 
protection," in addition to "split
ting" with the gang. 

Bodyguard of Murdered Ken.· 
nedy Also To Take 

Witness Stand 

State's witnesses will c~n~i~ue to 
unfoid the far-flung actiV1~ies of 
the once powerful Licavoll . gang 
Monday when the murder tnal of 
John Rai and Ralph Carsello r~
sumes in Judge John M. McCabe s 
Common Pleas Court. 

The trial is in recess today. 
The state, seeking to sen? the 

defendants to the death chair for 
the gangland slayings of. A_be 
Lubitsky, Norman Blatt, Lom~e 
Bell and Jack Kennedy,· has noti
fied 14 .more witnesses to apQ_ear 

::\lemory Is 'Bad' :A.veime Gardens one evening in 1 

"Didn't Carsello say 'the heat 1932. 
will be on us now' when he heard So good an ·impression did they 
of the murder?" asked Joel Rhine- make on Ralph Carsello that he 
fort, assistant' prosecutor. "set them up" . a. couple of bee_rs 
· "No, he didn't say that,'' Gard- ''on the house,''' instructed a wait· WI N SS BALKS : ner replied. "He said that we bet- ress -it was 0 •. k. to sell them a pint 
ter not stall around town because of whisky and fixed . it up so that 
the police will be picking up every- they . would have no ~~ouble get-
one, or something like that." . . · ting _in. on future visits to · the AT 'llft._R' HINT Gardner proved a disappomtmg Gardens. . 
witness for the state. He was un- · All.·this was recalled to Carsello 
able to remember testimony he had . today· as testimony continued be-
gi ven at previous gang tria~s and fore Common ·Pleas Judge John M. Trial of Rai and Carsello 

Enlivened by Clash 
During Testimony 

l'epeatedly qualified his tesilmony McCabe· in the trial of Carsello and 
with "I think,'' "I'm not sure" and John Rai for · four of the slayings 
similar expressions. · · l ' 

"Your memory is a little had laid to the L1cavo l gang. 
loday, Bud, isn't it?" Mr. Rhine- Hears .How He W;;ts ·Taken In. 
fort chided him. o ·ne· of the men with whom Car-
- "Well, these things happened so sello. was so taken that night ·in · 
long ago-" the witness apol- 1932 told the story. But he intro-

A clash between a state's wit
ness and Assistant Prosecutor Joel 
Rhinefort enlivened the Rai-Car- , 
sello murder trial today as .the 

1 

hearing entered its third week. 

ogized. . duced· ,himself to the jury not as 
Asked if he knew of any bus1- an insurance . adjuster, but as an 

ness Carsello was engage~ ii:t, 1 D' · · f 
Gardner said Carsello cut. his hair agent in the Alc;o.ho ivis1on o 
once-that he was a barber. Later the · United States Treasury De- The witness, Al J. Moore, 3411 1 

Detroit A venue. protested to J.udge 
JoJm M. McCabe that. Mr, Rhine
fort was calling him a liar. 

·he· said the defendant used to he~p pairttm!~; the second time that 
in the whisky business. He said 
h t R · · Monroe "through Carsello had heard in a . courtroom 

e me a1 .in f h he was taken in the whisky racket" and had seen \ the story o o~ . . th t. 
h · · T 1 d For the 1932 activities ~f e age~ , 

im in o e o. . " l John J. Augsburg~r., resulte_d m 
Mr. Moore, a real estate dealer. 

testified about two property .trans- / 
fers, in which he acted as agent, 

Te_lls - of '.'~~1bute'. . Carsello being ccmv1cted on liquor 
Harrv Petler 2036 Vermont Ave- . . -. ---

nue, t~ld of ·p~yini $5~ a mon~h · Please Turn To Page Z, Colum:i 5· 
tribute to the Licavoli · gang m I 

to "John Jamieson ," who he later ll 
learned was Ernest LaSalle, a 

1931 when · he operated a filling 
stanon at Canton and w. W9od~ I 

ruff Avenues. 
He said he paid t he money every 

month for six months to two 
"young fellows" who came to the 
station and collected it. 

One morning in the winter of 
that year, he said, he was building 
a fire in the basement of the sta
tion when the men came into the 
station . and demanded another pay
ment. 

· . Threat 'is Des~rib~d. 
"I told them I ·didn't have it," 

the witness said. "I said I had o'nly 
$42.50 and had to Use it to buy gas
oline. By that time the fire was 
going pretty good in the furnace. 
One . of them said if I didn't pay 
they'd have to stick my head in 
the furnace. Then one of them' 
stuck a gun in my ribs and took 
the $42.50." 

Petler said he went to the Safety 
Building and appealed to the late 
Detective Inspector Emmet Ci;tirl. 
Twenty minutes later, .he said, 
''Firetop" Sulk!n'. . drove up to the 
filling station an¢ demanded: , 

"What the hell business have ·you 
got going to "Cai'rf and: telling him I 

the whole story?" · · · · · 

ldentifie~ Photos. · 
The witness· said two detectives 

hid in the station -for a week after 
he had talked to Inspector Cairl, 
but the extortionists never re
turned. 

Men he identified from police 
photos drove into the station, ob
'tained gasoline but never ·paid for 
it, Petler said. 

"Firetop," he said, "had an ac
count of his own, but never took 
care of it." 

He told of a partnership he had 
with Sam CSlim} Palazolla, who 
loaned him $300 .after payments to 
the gang theratened to ruin his 
business. He said Pala:zolla and he 
went to "Chalky Red" Yaranow
ski's place in the Jarvis Apart
ments each mo'nth and in the pres
ence of Yaranowski checked over 
receipts from the filling statio~." 

Business Is Ruined. 
Petler said he . finally was forced 

to discontinue business because 
members of the gang continued to 
obtain gasoline at the filling sta
tion, charge it, but never pay for it. 

Spencer Rice, 4633 Westway, tes
tified two · men, who he later 
learned were Rai and Ernest La
salle, lived . next door to him at 
4635 Westway in 1932. 

The witness said he was standing 
in his back yard one day when 
"Yonnie" Licavoli drove up to the 
house next door and went inside. 

Later, he said, wh_en Licavoli 

Continued From Page 1. j 
1 violation charges in Federal Court I 
and being sentenced to the federal 

, workhouse at Bilan, Mich. I 
I Augsburger testified in the liquoi· 
trial but this is the first of the 

i Lica~oli gang murder trials in 
: which he has been called as a 

witness. 
Augsburger testified that be met 

Carsello Sept. 24, 1932, in the Hill 
Avenue Gardens. He said that Car
sello was introduced to him as one 

/ member of the Licavoli gang. . 

~ 
Objects to Insinuation. 

His testimony did not involve 
direct1y eilher John Rai or Ralph I 
Carsello, the . deienclants, who are I 
charged with conspiracy (in four I 
slayings laid to the Licavoli gang. 

"Did LaSalle tell you what he 
wanted the property for?" 
Rhinefort asked. 

Mr. 

"You mean John Jamieson," Mr. 
Moore answered. 

of the owners of the place. "You knew who Jamieson ~as 
and you knew what he w as gomg 

Buys Pint of Whisky. to use the property for," Mr. 
" 'How's business?' I asked him," Rhinefort retorted. 

Augsburger testified. "I didn't he was LaSalle until 
"'So, so. You know, it could be you called m y attention to it," Mr. 

better,' Carsello told me." Moore answered angrily. "If I 
Augsburger testified that he at- had known, I wouldn't have had 

tempted to purchase a pint of any dealings with him." 
whisky through one of the wait-
resses. He said he obtained the Appeals to Judge. 
whisky after Carsello told the Mr. Moore turned toward Judge 
vvaitress: "He's all right. Give n by Cornell Schreiber, chief de-
to him." McCabe, but he "''·as interrupted 

The two agents, the witness said, fense counsel, after he had said 
told Carsello they were "insurance only: "Your Hono~---" 
adjustors from out of town" and "You have the right to appeal 1 

asked for some means of identifi- to the court for protection," Mr. 
cation so they would be able to Schreiber said as he got up from 
gain entrance to the place at a hls chair at the defense table.' 
later date. Carsello, the witness "I object to the prosecutor call
said, signed his name on the back ing me a liar," Mr. Moore told the 
of a stamp book which Meredit h judge. 
carried. "He didn't call you a liar,'' Judge 

Objects to Evidence. McCabe answered. 
"No, but he intimated as much," 

The witness identified Carsello's Mr. Moore insist ed. 
signature on the stamp book and Calm was restored at this point 
the book was introduced as evi- and Mr. Moore then testified that 
dence over defens~ objections. He in 1932 he handled the sale of a 
also identified a · card that was residence at 3106 Tremainsville 
signed by "Jimmy Naples," who Road by Dr. Dorman J. Clark, 662 
made out the card after Carsello Islington Street, to "Jamieson" 
had told him it would be all right, and the renting by "Jamieson" of 
Augsberger said. a house in Lathrop Place from 

Patrolman Archie Best tesliEied Mrs. Elizabeth Graffice. 
that he and five other city police- Earlier -in the trial, Bud Gard
men raided Carsello's apartment in ner, former member of the Lica
the Ira Apartments at 5 a. m. Oct. voli gang, testified that Dr. Clark's 
"O 1932 He said that Carsello p~operty housed one of the large 
~~swered the door, which had a stills operated by the gang. The 
chain attached to it, and when the Lathr<?p Place house was used as 

· ·d tT d th 1 1 
a residence by the gang, Mrs. 

officers I en i i~ . emse ves 

1 

Graffice testifying last w eek that 
slammed the door m their faces. II She found it deserted. It was in 

Break Down Door. i terrible condition, she said, bullet 
1 • Best said t hat he and Patrolman holes being found in one room. 
I Harry Steel broke d,own the ~?or Finds Secret R.oom. 
and ei:tered the apartment. In~ide, Merle D. Unkle, Mansfield, 0., 
the witness continued, they found chief of police and former detec
Carsello, his wife, John Mirabeil_a tive of the Toledo Police Depart
and another man, w ho gave hts ment, testified yesterday to find
name as Carpinilla and said he was ing Carsello and John Mirabella 

1 from St. Louis. asleep in bed together in the 

~
Mirabella jumped out of bed as Thomas Licavoli home. 
e officers entered, Best said, and Mr. Unkle said he and other de
n toward a dresser. PatrQlman tectives searched the gang leader's 

home one morning in 1932 and dis-



STATE TO -END 
-RAl-CARSELLO 

CA·SE . MONDAY 
Last of Witnesse.s In Ga'ng 

Murders Called; . Death 
·'Trap' Discarded 

The St~te , demanding the death 

penalty for John Rai ana Ralpn 
Carsello, will close its case Mon- - · 
clay against the two alleged mem· 
bers of the Licavoli gang. 

Three witnesess Monday will 
complete the cha-in , of circumstan
tial evidence by which the State 
hopes to link Rai and Carsello to 
four murders by members , of the 
gang. . . 

Robert Scli.waite, a witness to the 
Kennedy slaying, will describe how 
two men stalked the young Irish- . 
man down Edgewater Drive in , 
Point Place ··and then -dropped him · 
with a hail of bullets. 

Woman To Testify, 
Mrs. Sam Bruder, a resident of . 

Point Place at the time, will tell. 
of events the night of the _:piurder~ 
Mrs. Sadi.e Gromintz, Kennedy's 
mother may take the stand, al
though' she was reported to be ill 
Friday. In case her condi.tion. does 
not improve, the prosecut10n l~ (!X• 
pected to close th.e case wi~hout 
her testimony. . . . . . . . 

Three witn,esses Friday after11qon_ 
told of events in Point Plac(! the 
night of July 7, 1933, when Ken
nedy, 25-year-old beer baron and 
enemy of the Licavoli gang, was 
slain. 

None of the testimony directly. 
involved either Rai or Carsello. 

Clarence Ash, taxi driver, yes~ 
terday identified John Rai, Li
cavoli gangster, as one of three 
men in a car from which came 
the bullets that killed Louise 
Bell, Nov. 30, 1932. Another of 
the three "looked like" Ralph 
Carsello, Ash said. 

Epglis.h rs ··~rtl.6"'t1'it::"~.'f ';'..~'"'°::54 
Penitentiary. '· . 

Mr. Deeds ·said. the nfgh.t'. of · th~ . 
Kennedy . murder, as 'lie sat on. the -
porch of his summer cottag_e, '58°48 ~ 
Edgewater Drive, two men walked 
by. Soon after, a car drove up and · 
p~rk.ed: )Ie. s~id it rem"aine~ ' there 
long enongh for hirh to see the 
driver plai_nly by tne aid of a sfre~t 
light. ' Then . "foe car . began to 
"crawl" slowly toward 140th 
Street. 

A few minutes later, said Mr. 
Deeds, he heard rapid gunfire aud 
the same car came back along the . 
drive at breakneck speed. , 

Sees Men Carry Object. 
Mrs. Thelma Boost, 2348 136th · 

Street, Point Place, said that the 
night of the Kennedy slaying a car 
parked in front of her home and 
two men made two trips from the 
car to, a vacant lot at the rear of 
the Kennedy home on.135th StJ:'eet,- . 
Yisible from the Boost residence. · 
· Returning fr:om the last tripi she 
said, the men carried an object . .. 
covered with a· w hite cloth, which 
was "either a machine gun or a 
tray with bottles on it." 

Five minutes after the men 
"came back on. the run" and·· 
jumped into the car which sped 
away, Mrs. Boost said she heard 
a volley of shots - from the . . vicin· 
ity of Edgewater Drive and 140t.h. 
Street . . 

Harry Craig, 221 East D~laware 
A venue, told how he and a friend, 
Robert Schwaite, watched two men 
follow Kennedy ancf his sweetheart, , 1

---------------

Audrey Ralls, down Edgewate.r -
Dirive to 140th Street, then show ·. 
Miss ,Ralls aside and fire "at least . 
11" sbots into Kennedy at close 
range. 

Follow Strolling Couple 
As he has in former. trials, ·Craig ' 

identified the kille.rs as J:ohn Mira• 
bella and Joseph (Wop) English. 

Craig said he and Schwaite· were . 
sitting on the running board of 

. Craig's cai;, parked. a.long . E.dge
water Prive, when Kennedy a_nd . 
Miss Ralls .strolled by. A few min
utes later. he said, a car drove up 
and parked opposit~ ti:em. . 

Mirabella and Engllsh, he said, 
got out of the car, received two 
"obiects" from the driver, then 

I waiked down the path, following 
I the strolling couple. They gradui:-1-
ly caught up w ith Kenned~ while 

1 
the car trailed slowly behmd. A.t 
the corner, he said, one shoved 
Miss Ralls aside and they ·began 
firi~g at Ke~nedy. 

' 'Two l\len ·walked ' By." · 
"f~.alp°i~· G. Deeds; 425· Oak Str,e~t, 
ntified the driver .of._ the car ¥· . 
ssell Syr.acuse. :Soth Syra~use 
d. M;irabell.a ar:e ~till at · 1,a.r~e. 

.. _., .. 

WOMAN TELLS LICAVOLI A I D E S 
JURY SHE SAW MAY TAKE STAND 

Carsello and Rai Expected 

KENNEDY SLAIN 1
" Te~~~afl own 

State Rests After Hearing 
Mrs. Buder . Testify At 

Rai-Carsello Trial 

Ralph Carsello and John Rai, 
Licavoli gangsters on trial for first 
degree murder, may take the wit
ness stand in their own defense. 

This was predicted today by 
criminal lawyers and courthouse 
observers as the defense was to 

The state rested its case in the get under way at 1:30 P. M. with 
Ra i-Carsello murder trial shortly 
befo re noon today. Cornell eight witnesses under subpena. · 
§ ch!"eiber, chief defense couns:l, Based on the presumption that 
then mo ed fol' a direct ve.rc!J.ct the defendants have everything to 
of acauittal. Hfa motion was de- · gain and nothing to lose it is be-
nied h"3· Judge McCabe. lievcd that Cornell Schreiber, de-

The trlal then recessed until fense counsel, will put them on the 
1:30 p. m. t omor!'ow. stand tomorrow or Thursday in the 
The last witness for the state in close of the defense case. 

its attempt to send John Rai and Howe,rer the bitter experiences 
h , of the Jos

1

eph (Wop) English and 
Ralph Carsello to the electric c air Jacob (Firetop) Sulkin first degree 
w as called to t he stand befor e murder trials which brought death 
Common Pleas Judge John M. Mc- verdicts after they took the. stan.d 
Cabe shortly before noon today. may deter Mr. Schreiber 1ll his 

The final witness w as Mrs. Sadie 
K d plans. . 

Gromintz, mother of Jack enne y, The only gangster to obtam 
rival to the old bootleg gang of mercy at the hands of the jury was 
"Yonnie" Licavoli and one of the Thomas (Yonnie) Licavoli, leader 
four in w hose slaying Rai and Car- of the mob, who failed to ~ake the 
sello a r e a ccused of conspiracy. stand and was given a life sen-

P r eceding Mrs. Gromintz to t he tence when a verJict recommend
witness st and w as Mrs. Helen ing mercy was returned. 
Buder, 5907 Edgewat er Dr ive, whn Under the law the state may 
t estified that her home is only 50 point out to the jury in its .cl~sing 

I or 55 feet from the Edgew aler arcruments the failure of cnmmals 
Dr1ve-140t h Street intersection, to "'take the stand in their 0 "".n d~-

'
•rhere Kennedy was slain the night fense. This state opportumty is 
" lost when the defendants take the 
of July 7, 1933. gamble and testify. 

Witness Identifies English. The .eight defense witnesses sub-
Mrs. Buder said she heard a vol- penaed are Donald McCleary, 135th 

ley of shots and looked t m".rard the street· Earl Harding, Grace and 
cor ner. She saw a car backing Georg'e Ertl, all of the Drift.wood 
around and t wo men running to- Inn Point Place; Russell Lieber, 
w ard it. One of t hese turned, she 3510 145th street; Lester Kolling, 
contmued, ran back and fired two ,1 5023 Summit street; William Hood, 
shots into Kennedy 's body as it 2706 122nd street, and Frank ~c
lay crumpled in t he roadway . Leary, chief of the Toledo Umted 

The killers' car w as gaining speed States weather bureau. . 
as this gunman jumped on the These wi~nesses were used in the 

d ·d previous trials Subpenas have not 
r unning boar~, Mr s. Bu er sa1 ' been issued fo~ Mrs. Thelma Boost 
and he w as Jolted back or:ta the or Attorney Abe Kipperman, for
rear seat of the car. _ As .this hap- mer defense witnesses. 

re·n· ed, Mrs. B.uder ·said, his hat fell 
off and she r ecognized him as 
J o4seph (Wop) English, whom she 
h::id knn \11-n JO ·veci. r;:, 

"8 c1ued to Death.'' r:::::=::::=:::=::===------
Mrs. Buder admitted that when I 

questioned by in vestigators the ~-
lowing mo!1th she said that she 
knew nothmg of the killing and 
that she did not r eveal her kno,;, ,_ 
edge to the prosecut or's office until 
after the English t rial. 
. "~ ~idn't want to get mixed up 
m 1~ . Mrs. Buder said. "I w as 
afraid-scared t o death ." 

Robert Sch wait e, 5560 308th 
Str~et, testifi~d . that he and Harry 
Crrug w er e s1ttmg on the r unning 
board of Craig's car t he night of 
the murder and saw Kennedy stoll 
by a r m in arm with Audrey Rans 
beauty contest w inner. ' 
~ short time lat er, S chw aite 

sa1d, a car car dr ew up and t wo 
~en got out of it-almost directly 
m front of them, He identified 
these b~o men from police photos 
as English and 'John Mirabella. 

Prnsh.ed Sweetheart Aside 
The t w o men received "tw o ob

jects" f rom the driver and slowly 
' 'Vent toward Kennedy and Miss 
Ralls, t he car following behind 
them slowly. The men caught up 
with the lovers at 140th Street and 
Edgewater Drive, shoved Miss Ralls 
asire and felled Kennedy undera 
volley of shots, Schwaite said. 

Schw aite said that he and Graig 
had follow ed the gunmen's car 
until they r eached the home of 
R . G. Deeds, when t hey r emained 
until aft er the shooting. 

'TURN HEAT ON' 
JURY IS URGED 

Friberg Demands Death For 
Rai and Carsello · as 

Arguments Begin 

A jury · of six men and six 
women was asked ·this morning 
"to turn the heat on" John Rai i 
and Ralph Carsello, on trial for 
their lives for allegedly . conspiring 
in four gang murders. 

"You must show · them, ladies 
and gentlemen," said Harry Fri
berg, assistant county prosecutor, 
in the openi.ng argument, "that 
the heat is never off in. '.Toledo _by_ 
sending these two -men to the elec
tric chair. 

Mrs. Anna Pieri, w i do we d 
mother, and Mrs. Elsie DiCarle, 
sister of 29-year-old John Rai, 
dabbed at their eyes with hand
kerchiefs when Mr. Friberg de
manded the death penalty. The 
two women were sitting in the 
first row of spectators where they 
have been for the last several 
days. 

The two alleged members of the 
Licavoli gang sat stolidly, main
taining the poker fitces they have 
held throughout the trial. 

During the recess following Mr. 
Friberg's argument, Rai's mother 
and sister visited him as he sat 
handcuffed to a deputy in the 
sheriff's office. 

Louis Mallow, assistant defense 
counsel, followed Mr. Friberg in • 
argument after the recess. · 

Arguments were to continue 
through today, ending probably 

Please Turn To Page 2, Column 6. 

'TURN HEAT ON' 
JURY IS URGED 

Friberg Demands Death For 
Rai and Carsello as 

Arguments Begin 

Continued From Page I. 
Friday morning, Four hours have 
been allotted each side, the sta~e 
opening and closing. Th~ case ~s 
expected to be given the JUry Fri
day afternoon. 

The defense unexpectedly closed 
its case Wednesday afternoon, after 
summoning only 15 witnesses. The 
entire defense testimony consumed 
but six hours. 

An hour after Co:i:nell Schreiber, 
chief defense counsel, announced 
the defense had finished, the state 
closed its rebuttal. Only three re
buttal witnesses were called. 

Buffalo Sleuth Testifies 

Chief rebuttal witness was a 
Buffalo (N. Y.) detective, Kenneth 
J. Keliher, who arrested Rai Jan. 
11, 1935, in Buffalo. 

Keliher testified, over repeated 
obiections of defense counsel, tha~ 
th~ photographs of both John R~1 
and his brother-in-law, Joe Di
carlo, were pasted in the "Com
missioner's pocketbook," a :Suffalo 
police record which he sai~ co_n
tained the pictures and histories 
of "known criminals." 

Mrs. DiCarlo had testified _ Tues
day that her husband, Jo~, is a 
florist in Buffalo. She said that 
Rai had visited her house fre
quently during the latter_ half ~f 
1934 while he was living with their 
mother in a home across the street. 

Detective Keliher, at that time 
a policeman with orders_ .to pi~k 
up Rai for Toledo authorities, said 
Wednesday that he passed the tw.o 
houses daily from April 1934 unti.l 
January 193?, but never saw ~al. 
He :finally took Rai into c~stody 
in a dHferent ldcality, he said. 

Radio Editor Takes Stand 

Ben Mendoza, News-Bee radio 
editor took the stand during the 
state'~ rebuttal and testified that 
Robert Schwaite, witness of the 
killing of Jack Kennedy, talked to 
him about an hour after the 
murder. 

Kenendy's murde1" 1s one of the 
four charged against Rai and Car-
sello. . 

Mendoza said Schwaite told him 
of seeing two men stalk Kennedy 
and Audrey Ralls along Edgewater 
Drive, in Point Place, then shove 
Miss Ralls aside and shoot Ken
nedy. 

Mendoza's a c c o u n t of what 
Schwaite told him corroborated 
what Schwaite himself testified he 
saw. The defense had called three 
witnesses Wednesday morning who 
said they "would not believe 

Schwaite on oath' 'and that he had 
told the!!). different stories of the 
killing. 

To refute the defense contention 
that Schwaite and Henry Craig. 
who identified John Mirabella and 
Joe (Wop) English as the Ken
nedy killers, could not distinguish 
the men's features 20 feet away, 
the state called Captain of Detec
tives George R Timiney ... 

Tells of Visibility Te~t 

Captain Timiney said he per
formed tests on Edgewater Drive, 
at the same spot under the same 
co~ditions that Schwaite and--Craig 
s_a1d they saw Mirabella and Eng
llsh. Captain Timiney said the 
tests showed facial features visible 
there at night from a distance of 
20 feet, the approximate width of 
Edgewater Drive. 

The testimony given by Ben 
~owalski, former Kennedy aide 
in the Yonnie Licaveli trial wa~ 
read again Wednesday afternoon 
The testimony described a fist~ 
fight between Kennedy and Mira
bella at Michigan Avenue and 
Monroe Street. 

To bolster the testimony of 
Schwaite, which the defense spent 
several hours seeking to discredit 
the state in rebuttal read the testi~ 
mony ~iven in . former trials by 
Mrs. Mildred Dietrich, of Point 
Place. Mrs. Dietrich is ill. 
.Th~ testimony showed that Mrs. 

D1e~nch had passed Schwaite and 
c.ra:g shortly before the K~nnedy 
killu~g and saw them sitting on the 
FUnrung-board of a. car~. The- time 
and place named .corroborated the 
statements Schwaite, . and Craig 

·made early this week as state 
witnesses. 



GANG TRIAL GOES 
TO JURY TODAY 
Reams Asks Death Penalty 

for Rai and Carsello in 
Four Killings 

A ju ry w hich may return any 
one of 33 different ver dict s was to 
retire t o its room this aft ernoon 
to decide t h e fate of John Rai and 
Ralph Car sello. 

Judge John M. McCabe was to 
charge the six men and six w omen 
on the complet ion of closing argu
ments by P r osecutor F r azier 
Reams, w ho that 29-y ear-old Rai 
and 30-year-old Carsello died in the 
electric chair fo r conspiring in four 
mur ders charged t o t he Licavoli 
gan g. 

Becau se the con spiracy indict 
ment combines fou r slayings and 
the defendants are being tried 
together, a multiplicit y of verdict 
possibilit ies exist s. 

The net result for R ai and Car
sello, however, includes but four 
possibilities. 

Will Weigh Two Contentions. 
Either or bot h m ay be sent enced 

t o die in the elect ric chair. E ither 
or bot h may be sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Either or both may 
leave t he courtroom free . Or t he 
jury m ay disagree as t o the g uilt 
or innocence of either or bot h. 

The jury will r et ir e t o w eigh 
two cont entions, p r esent ed by five 
a t torn eys during arguments w hich 
last ed a day and a half. 

The first, t h at of the s ta te, is 
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"There isn' t a syllable of evi- 1 
Q.ence," he said, "that places M r. 
Rai or Mr . Car sello in Point Place 
the night of the Kennedy murder . 

Cit es 'Logica l Tra.il.' 
"If Mr. Mirabella and Mr. Eng

lish did k ill Kennedy, a fact not 
supported by the evidence, it was 
for their own personal motives. 

"If .all the state's evidence in 
reference to Point Place be true, 
it has nothing to do with John Rai 
or Ralph Carsello." 

M r . Schreiber. said t he logical 
t rail of the Kennedy snooting· be
gan June 5, 1933, at Michigan 
and Monroe . S t reets, when the 
;young Irishman got out of his car 
to giv e Mirabella a beating after 
Mirabella·· h a d. given h im the 
"Bronx cheer." 

Mr . Rhinefort, arguing earlier 
for the st a t e , branded Car sello a 
"big shot" of the L icavoli gang. 

'Brains Behind Throne.' 
"Who w as a bigger shot than 

Carsello in th is out fit? He was 
beside Licavoli all the time. He 
was a big shot cqmpared t o W op 
English. W op English was a gun 
man. 

"These men"-tur ning . t oward 
Rai and Carsello- "were gunmen 
and also · the brains · behind the 
throne." 

The assistant · · prosecut or r idi
culed the alibis of the t w o men 
and said the fact that women rela
tives of Yonnie Licavoli took the 
&tand to provide an alibi for Car 
.sello for the Louise Bell killing 
proved "even t hough Yonnie is 
still in the penitentiary, his voice 
was heard in this case." 

JURY COMES IN. 
AFTER 8 HOURS 

jury find Rai not g uilty on 111e n n s . . 
two counts, so he couid not IJe r e - ba1l1ff they desir ed mrormauon 
tried on th t from the court. At :-i :20 p. m. & 

ese wo counts. ! not e was handed the h'liliff. · 
Judge McCabe recalled the .i l'lY "When was the Inte r u r b fi il 

to the box and asked them about I Trucking Co. in opern t ion ?" th@ 
the t wo counts. Mr. Cram said th <! note read . , ' 
ju ry _had found Rai not gutlty 01 Judge McCa be summoned repre-
the first and second counts. sentatives of the defense and stat e 

The jury for eman indicated. a fter to the cour t room. A ff er a br1 et 
t he ver di ct , that all 12 jurors had conference it \\'as decided the in
been unanimous fM a guilty ver- formation sought had been in
dict on the first ballot. The only eluded in the evidence and the jurv 
question, he said, was on the ques- should be allowed to r ecall the · evi
tion of death or Ji fe imprisonment. dence unaided. 

He said he didn't know ho,~· 
many ballots had been ta ken. 

Courtroom Is Cleared. 
The jurors were t aken to t he 

Schreiber Remains Silent. Elks ' Club fo r dinner a t 6: '20 p, m. 
Olher members of t he iury were I ~hey re t urned to r es ur:1e dclibe ra 

ext r ernel y reticent about ctiscuss- t10n at 8:06 p. m. 
ing their deliberations in the jury The cou r tl'oom was Mdt" r E'd 
r oom. cl earer! of aJl s pectators aft ::!r th~ 

"I h;:ive a bad case of t he n erves," case w en t to t he j ury. Don Crwh
w a.<• the only comment of Emil . J. r an e a nd Maynard Gar dner, de outy 
Malohn, 1039 Avondale A, ·enue. :.- heriffs, were placed on guarrl a·t 

Another juror, Mrs. Elizabe i.11 the doors. 
Kahn, 5936 Lakeside A venue. P oint Only courtroom atta ches. attor 
Place, w ho t hroughout t he tr.ia1 ne~s fo r the state and defense:, 
objected to t he jury being pri.oto- 1 their wives and newspaper men 

-;;;;;;;;;;-;----================----~ I 
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were permitted in the cou rtroom 
while the jury pondered the evi
dence behind a locked door. 

Frazier Reams, county pr.osecu
t or, concluded the closing argu
ments for the state yesterday after
noon. Each side had been allot ted 
fou r hours for argum ent s. 

Called "Big Shots" in Gang. 
The defendants g lared at the 

white-haired prosecutor as he re
ferre d to them as ·'big sh ot s" in t he 
Licavoli gang. 

"Both of them were vice-presi
dents in the gang an d should be 
given vice -presidents' shares in t h e 
punishment,' Mr . R ea;.ns declared. · 

H e -referred repeatedly to the 
refusal of Rai and Carsello to t a k e 

, 
1 

the witness stand in t heir ow n 
defense. 

"T he defense has said that n o one 
knows about th ose mur ders but the 
actual killers," h e said. "Ther e are 

. two men sitting in this courtroom 
· today that could t ell a pretty in-

teresting story about t hose mur -

the Interurban Station as Kenne y, 
accompanied by Miss Bell, waited 
in his car for a traffic ligh t . 

Kennedy was riddled with gang
ster bullets July 7, 1933, · as he 
walked with Audrey R alls, beauty 
contest winner, at 140th Str eet and 
E dgewater Drive, in Point Place 
where Kennedy maintained a sum
mer cott~ge. 

Rai and Carsello were the fourth 
and fifth of the 13 jointly indicted, 
to be tried u nder the conspiracy 
charge. 

Thomas ( l'onnie) Licavoli, gang 
leader, is serving a life sentence in 
the Ohio Penitentiary fo r h is part 
in the conspiracy. 

Jacob (Firetop) Sulkin is sch ed
uled to die in the electric chair 
March 13 for the slayings. He re
cently was given a 60-day reprieve 
by Gov. Martin L·. Davey, pending 
the outcome of the trial of Rai 
and Carsello. 

that Rru and Carsello \ver e 'mein- . 
bers· of t he Llcav·oli mob which 
"made artiller y posts of the st reets" 
and le.ft . their victims " lying like 1 

dogs.". 
'Schreiber Calls Case Flimsy.'' 

D E .L I BER AT I 0 N ~e;;~~e defe~se has tried everyone · m this courtroom but t h e two de-
, , . fendants. T hey even dug up poor 

· : Jack Kennedy and put h im on trial 

Joe (Wop) English, another of 
the 13, won a commutation of his 
death sentence from former Gov. 
George White. He and Sulkin also 
are in the Ohio Penitentiary. 

Five Still at Large. 

i Cornell Schreiber , chief defense 
cou nsel, a ttacked t he stat e's case 
today as "flimsy, t otter ing and un 
reliable, built on the shift in g san ds 

· " It's Tough Break But Could Have Been a 
of passion and prejudice." Worse," Defendant Remarks ,· 

.Fie assailed activities of t wo spe- 'l ~ 
cial investigntor s from Detr oit, who Join 3 Others in Pen , 
mas.lced them sel s "the Clark --------- - - ------ -

~Till 

for bootlegging. 

Demands Death Verdict. 
Loi ''.Give them the supreme penalty 

-no recommendation of mercy. 
That is th~ only thing they fear." 

Rai and Carsello were tried joint
ly under the new Ohio · 1aw, spon-

Three others, Anthony (Whitey) 
Besase, Harry (Chalky Red} Yara
nowski, Leonard and Buster 
Lupica, are serving terms in the 

·Ohio Reformatory. T h ey pleaded 
guilty·to an extortion charge which 

t 0 t aci:bci t' 

brother s" · while · quest i<;ming wit -
nesses for the Prosecutor's Office John Rai and Ralph Carsello must spend the rest of 

sored by Mr. Reams. n·hich per-
mit joint trial in first degree ~ - "' 

0 

during t he investigation into the their lives in prison. 
killings. The two were found guilty of first-degree murder by a 

Their a ctivities, M r . Schreiber C Pl C t · tl · 
said, are "a blot on the officialdom ommon eas our Jury :us morning. 

murder cases. It was. the fir~t her7. others have successfully 
time the law has been invoked m . Five t They are J ames 
Lucas County. . e~aded. arrres · Lasalle, Russell 

Judo-e McCabe, in charging the Licavoli, Ernest . lla 
of Lucas County," and the investi- I The jury saved the pair from death i:ri the electric chair 
,gator s "usur ped t he name of Cler k ; by recommending mercy for both. · · · -
an honor_a,blE'. name." The verdict came after 8 hours , 27 minutes of delibera-

ju ry, 0 said 33 different verdicts Syracuse and John Mtrabe · 
might be returned. Either or J,_:___.....;;:::::=::;;:=::.;;;:;=:;;;::.. ____ .u 

R~nefort Challenges. tion. 
Joel Rhinefo rt, chief assistant Unable to · reach a verdict gr aphed for newspapers, refused 

all comment other than: county prosecutor, clashed r epeat - bY midnight, the jury was 
edly ·w ith Mr . Schreiber during the taken to a 'ho tel . and resumed its 
latter's addr ess. When Mr . Schrei- deliber a t ions at 8 :55 a. m. today. 
her :said t hat Mrs. Car sello 'couldn '.t At l0:47 a. m., while Judge John 
t est ify because she w as at the bed- McCabe w as seated in his cham
side of her sick father in Chicago, bers, t he :jury foreman, Edwa rd K 
Mr .. Rhinefort called out: Cram, knocked 011 t he jury room 

'·'That's your story, Cornell. I 

1 

d 

"I have had my fill. " 
Mr. Schreiber, when asked 1f he 

would file a motion for . a new trial, 
shr ugged his shoulders and said: · 

" I'll say what I said at the oegm-
ning. an<l a ll th rough the trial; that 
is, nothing." 

d · 't b l ' ·t" oor . on . e ieve i · . "We are ready wi t h a verdict, " Joint Tria l Pleases. 
Agam Mr. Schreiber . pulled a , h e t old Bailiff E dw ard Newmal'k. 

sheet of paper from h1s pocket, I 
saying i t w as a cer tifica t e showing 

J udge McCabe said h e would 
hold Rai and Carsello in jail wi t h• 
out sep.tence in anticipation of a 
motiof't fo r new trial. 

t hat Rai's sister ·had been w ed on 
Nov. 29, 1934 He show ed it, he 
said, because Mr. Rhinefort had 
asked yest erday w hy such a certifi
cate w as not p r oduced t o substan
t iat e . t he sister's testimony that 
R ai ·:was a t her home in Buffalo 
on h er .1932 wedding anniversary , 
t h e day before the Louise Bell 
s laying. 

B lames· St a t e Tactics. 
Mr. Rhlnefort a n.d M~. · Reruns 

both jumped to their feet t oday as 
Mr . Schreiber read the dat e of t he 
marriage. They charged the de
fense · counsel with attempting t o 
introduce evidence at an improper 
t ime. Judge McCabe upheld them 
and · inst ructed t he jury t o disre
gru::d .what Mr. Schreiber had said 
as t o t he marriage dat e . 

Mr. Schr eiber blamed the tactics 
of the prosecutors fo r the decision 
not to place Rai and Carsello on 
t he ~itness stand. 

Time aft er time Thursday M r . 
Rhinefor t and Assist ant Prosecu tor 
Har r y F r ieber g punched home t he 
t heory that if the defendants are 
not guilty · they w ould have taken 
the witness stand in their ow n 
defense. 

'Parade · of l\'Iannequins.' 
The defense conten tion is t hat 

the case agains~ Rai and Carsello 
is one of "inference," that t he 66 
state witnesses were a "par ade of 
m annequins" who mer ely r e
echoed t he wor ds t he prosecutor 's 
staff had put in t hei r mout hs. 

Thursday .a fter noon, Mr. Sch rei
ber declar ed the Jack Kennedy slay
ing in Poin t Pla ce, t he night of 
July 7, 1933, ·was the result · of a. 
personal grudge between the be i:>r 
}?ar on and Joh n Mirabella and 
J·oe ( Wo · 5 En_,,g,._l_fs_h_. -· __ 

Neither Defendant Speaks. 
Rai and Carsello and their at

torneys wer e sent for. The de
fendants were brought int o t he 
cou rtroom m anacled to Depu ty 
Sheriffs Leo Michalak and James 

I O'Leary. their const ant compan
ions dur ing the lengthy trial." · 

B0th Rai ·and Carsello appeared 
worried, and sat n er vously on th e 
edge . of their chairs at the defense 
table. 

Neither spoke. 
As the jury fo reman r ead t he 

verdict, the defendants relaxed 
visibly , but appeared somewhat 
disappoint ed. 

"Guilty? Guilty of What?" 

The court indicat ed it was 
pleased w it h th e joint trial ar
r angemen t. This was th e fn·st 
joint tria l in the sta t e since t l1s 
Jaw per mi ttin g su ch t r ials wa:; 

Hope fo r a ,·,er dict last n ight 
was dispelled at 11:13 when Co.m 
mon Pleas Judge John M . McCa ile 
order ed t he panel into the jur y 
box to be polled. 

"La dies and gentlemen ot th e 
jury, if given more time ·wonld 
you be able to reach a Yerdict 
tonigh t ," the judge inquired. 

V\T.-0. Foreman Heads Panel. 

Asked hy a r eporter w hat he There w as a few seconds' pause. 
though t of the verdi ct , Carse11o El even pa irs oE 1ired eyes focused 
replied : on Mr, Ci·am. He xo.se. _sJqw ly __ to 

"\Vh a t can I t hink? It 's a tough his feet and answered : 
w h ai. , "I heliPve not, your honor. " .. 

brea k. Guil Ly? Guilty of "Very well ; you will return tq-: 

m~:i~-~, :~mmen t w as similar. the jury room," Judge McCabe i-n- -
.. h , ·h ., h i 1 strncted. . _ 

Gee, t at s t oug • e sa c · . Meanwhile prepa-Fat ions .. w0re 
. ~ : ~ t, cou:d he ~ lot worse, couldn l I made to _a ccommoda 1 e _1.he .1urn·r s . 
it· ne '~· E'S asked. ., for th e ni ght. Mrs. E ff 1f' Stram.P, 

''.It co~ld be a lot better, loo. 11108 Campbell Stret, was seleet~a · 
Rat re plied . special woman's bailiff. The la w 

Then Rai turned to Car sello a nd provides that a special bailiff be 
>'aid: appoin t ed by the presiding jurlge 

"vVell: it ·looks ·l ike w e' re stuck \ and must be sworn in by the 
for life." \ deputy clerk of courts, w ho in thi! 

Rai did not reply . instance is her husband. Charle~ 

R~l. GuHty on Two Counts Only. I S. Str ance. . . 

The jur y found Carsello guilty I A~k More ln.~ormat1on._ . 
on all four counts, including th~ . The J~rors contmu ed del1 bera ~
gang murder s of Jack Kenned} , mg until 12:05 w hen 1hey · pr~ : 
Louise Bell, No,rman Blatt and Abe r ecalled . t o t he court room ;in1 
Lubitsky. placed 111 the cus tod y o( l\l1 s. 

Rai w as found _guilty on counts St rance an_d. Edwarp M. New m a rk, 
3 and 4 only. Th-ese involved the r egular ba1lt£f, w ho esco r ted thPm 
mur der s of Kennedy and Louise t oTthhe hotel. . t 

1 
h . 

B 11 e case was g t\'e n o ~ .ILII'Y 
.e · , a t 3:54 p. m. At 4 :45 p. m . th ere 
Cor nell Schre•ber, defense coun- ' v\·as a knock on the jury room 

sel, immediately demanded chat, the door . The juror s info~. ' h t'! 

both may be given life sentences. 
Either or both may be freed. 
The multiplicity of verdicts results 
from the fact that the' defendants 
are being tried jointly under an 
indictment which includes four 
points, one for each of t he fo ur 
murders. 

Trial 26 Days Old. 

The trial began Jan. 28. It re
quired a week to seat t h e jury. 
The original panel of 75 prospec
tive jurors w as exhausted and an 
additional venire of 50 was needed 
before the 13th juror was seated. 

The state called 66 witnesses to 
build up its case against the two 
defendants. In addition, t h ree rn
buttal witnesses testified for the 
prosecution . T he defense use~ 15 
witnesses. E ach side r ead m to 
the record testimony of witnesses 
in former gang trials . 

Rai ~nd Carsello were indicted 
with 11 other alleged members of 
the once powerful Licavoli gang 
which held sway over T oledo's un
derworld during t h e prohibit10n 
era. 

Conspiracy Charged, . 

T he 13 w ere ch arged with four 
gan gland slayings t hat .mark.ed the 
rise and fall of the Licavoli· gang 
here . T he State in its indictment 
charge no one with being actual 
"trigger men" in the murders. 11.1-

stead it sought to build up a case m 
which it w as to be shown that the 
gang conspired to commit t he mu_:
ders in carrying out illegal traffic 
in liquor , extortion and other crim
inal activities. 

The murders charged to the gang 
are those of Abe Lubi..tsky, Norm an 
Blatt. Louise Bell and Kennedy. 

1 
Lubitsky, small time gambler , 

and Blatt, minor hoodlum, were 
slain as they sat in Lubitsky's car 
waiting for a traffic light at Ban
croft Street and Franklin A ven ue, 
Oct. 26, 1931. Hyman Abrams, 
third occupant of the car, was 
wounded but recovered. 

Girl, Then Kennedy Shot. 

Miss Bell, companion of Ken
nedy, speakeasy proprietor, was 
slain . in a gangland attempt on 
Kennedy's life. Kennedy was a 
bitter foe of the Licavoli gang. 
The shooting occurred Nov. 30, 
1932 at the Jackson Avenue side of 

GANGSTER SENTENCES 
SLATE i9 AY 
,John Rai. and R alph Carse llo, 

last of t he apprehended members 
of the Licavoli gang, p rob ably 
will be sentenced V•/ ednesday, 
Judge John M. McCabe of Common , 
Pleas Court announced today. 

The t w o ex-gangst er s were found 
guilty Saturday o0f conspi racy to 
murder Jack K ennedy, Louise B~il, 
Nor man Blatt and Abe Lubitsky. 
The jury recommended m er cy. 
making a sent ence to life impr ison
ment in t he Ohio Penitentia ry 
mandatory. ~ . "" ~ -

Cornell Schreiber and Lewis 
Mallow, defense attorneys, we re 
expected to file their motion f?r 
a new trial Tuesday. This wil 1 
be overruled by Judge McCabe, i t 
ii: helH'!Vf>rl . 

RAI. AND CARSELLO 
HEAR Ll~E SENTENCE I 

• I 
Gang Killers J~dge 1· 

Pronoun.oes Order . 

J ohn R ai and Ralph Ca rsello, I 
last of t he apprehended members I 
of the Licavoli gang, w ere sen- 1 
t enced to life imprisonment Wed
nesday. 

In the presence of prosecut ion 
and defense attorneys and a knot 
of spectators, Judge John M. Mc
Cabe, of Common Pleas Court, 
passed sentence on the pair after 
overruling a motion for new trial, 
filed Tuesday by Cornell Schrei
ber, defense attorney. 

In . ac·cordance w i th cust om. 
Judge McCabe asked bot h men if 
they had anything to say befor e 
hearing sentence pronounced. The 
men, co.nvicted Saturday by a jury 
of eomplicity in four gang mur
ders. said nothing. 

The date for taking t he pr isoners 
from County Jail t o t he state peni
t entiary in Columbus has not been 
set. . They may be taken any time 
within the next 30 days, at the 
discretion of the sheriff. 



Law's Dela.Y n Ohio's Rai--Carsello Trial Seen ·l "." w . 

As Sad Contrast To Michigan's Kurtz Case 
Gangsters' Lawyers Haggle Here for Months; Monroe in exerc1smg their challenges. 

It, too, prolongs examination of 
prospective jurors because at
torneys, wishing to reserve their 
peremptory challenges, question 
the prospective jurors at great 
length in an effort to uncover 
cause for dismissal, especially if 
the prospective jurors may be 
undesirable but otherwise quali
fied. 

in Municipal Court and bound 
over to the grand jury. Later, 
when the grand jury had been 
called into session to consider 
his and numerous other cases, 
he would have been indicted. 

Sessions Wind Up in a W ~k 

By JOHN M'GOWAN. 719?6 
MICHIGAN'S streamlined justice that tried, found guilty 

and sentenced John H. Kurtz, 24-year-old Toledoan in 
less than two and one-haif days of court sessions, offer~ a 
sharp contrast to Ohio's·· ;;=;===--------- -4 
clumsy, slow-moving pro- The attorneys representing 

THE trial would be further 
delayed until he had pleaded 

on the indictment. Then the 
Commom Pleas Court would fix 
the date for the trial. Several 
continuances might be granted 
by the court at the request of 
attorneys. 

* each side at Monroe conducted 
cedure. themselves with becoming dig SELECTION of the Rai-Car

sello trial jury required a 
full week, including various de
lays requested by attorneys. It 
was necessary to draw an addi
tional venire of 50 after the 
original panel of 75 had been 
exhausted. Moreover, because 
the trial was a joint one, each 
side was allowed twice the usual 
five peremptory challenges. · 

I had the opportunity to study 
both at close range-Michigan's 
swift, sure method in the Kurtz 
trial and Ohio's dilatory, un
certain process in the Rai-Car-
sel1o case. . 

Perhaps these trials do not 

nity. There was no time lost lo 
allow opposing counsel to engage 
in flip exchanges or to recite 
repetitious objections. Each of 
the attorneys carefully a voided 

. any attempt to introduce im
material evidence into the case. 

It is almost certain it would 
require at least a week to try 
the . case here. After he had 
been found guilty Kurtz would 
have been remanded to jail sev
eral ·days or weeks pending his 
arraignment for sentence. It 
would be a matter of several 
more days or weeks before l1e 

provide equitable grounds for 
Under Michigan procedure the 

jury venire is chosen to serve 
an entire term of court. The 1 

Monroe County venire is com
posed of 24 men. From their 
number, 12 are chosen to hear 
a case. In line .. with Ohio crimi
nal procedure, · each side is al
lowed unlimited challenges for 
cause and five peremptory chal
lenges. 

would actually b.egin serving his 
sentence. 

Then, too, he would be eligible 
for parole after serving a year 
of his sentence. Under Michigan 
law he will not be eligible for 
parole until he has served out 
his minimum sentence, three 

comp a r i s o n. 
But in any 
such compar
ison Ohio, with 
its maze of red 
tape, generous
ly proportioned 
loop hbJes and 
abundance of 
technicalit i e z, 
must emerge 
the loser. 

In the Klll'tz 
trial the is
sues \·Vere clear 
cut and com
paratively sim

John McGowan ple. The de
fendant had confessed to as
saulting Dorothy Brown, 17-year
old Toledo high school gir1. He 
repeated his confession on the 
witness stand. 

HOWEVER, when the venire is 
exhausted the shed.ff is 

charged '\Nith the responsibility 
of selecting talesmen from among 
courtroom ·spectators. This pro
cedure tends to place a self
imposed limit on the attorneys 
in exercising challenges. 

Then, too, the judge in the 
Monroe court insisted on elimina~ 
tion of delays. His reputation for 
dealing harshly with the "stall
ing" type of attorney is well 
known throughout the county. 
Barristers come into his court 
fully prepared to carry their 
cases through to a rapid con
clusion. 

Red tape in preliminary pro
cedure leading up to trial of 
criminal cases likewise has been 
slashed in Michigan. 

"' * • 

WHEN the defendant is ar
rested he is immediately ar

raigned in the City Court for 
preliminary hearing. If he waives 
examination he is bound over to 
Circuit Court. There he enters 
his plea and the court fixes the 
date of trial. 

years and nine months, just three 
months less than the four-year 
maximum stipulated for feloni
ous assault. 

While admitting the assault, he 
pleaded not guilty of assault 
with intent to commit murder. 
It remained only ·for . the jury to 
determine what Kurtz's intent 
had been in the commission of 
the crime. 

A new venire is chosen for 
each trial in Ohio. The number 
of prospective jurors usually 
runs between 50 anci_ 75. When 
through peremptory challenges 
through perempotory challenges 
or challenges for cause, a smaller 
Yenire is called. 

Kurtz was arrested Dec. 17. 
He was removed to Monroe the 
next day. His trial, however, 
was delayed until Feb. 24 be
cause Dorothy Bro.vvn, the plain
t iff, had not sufficiently recov
ered from the assault to appear 
as a witness. Otherwise, it is 
safe to say, the trial would have 
been fixed for a much earlier 
date. 

T'1'."; s ~· ::·t~m tends toward lav
; _ · .. · . 0 ;1 tile part of attorneys 

"' 
I N THE Rai-Carsello trial the 

defendants were charged with 
o s iracy to commit four gang

" !';tate. in 

OO'OB 

. RAI, CARSELLO 
RUSHED TO PEN 

Go on 'Last Ride' Under Heavy 
Guard at 'High Speed' 

Order; Departure Secret 

I 
John Rai and R a lph Carsello, 

former Lic el:voli g~ngsters! w ent for 
thei r last n de t h1s mornmg. 

I Escorted by eight deputy sheriffs, 
-.1.h<> tv"o convicted murder ers left 
the County Jail by auto at 7 :40 
a. m. for Columbus. t o begin serv
ing life sentences in the Ohio Peni· 
tentiary. 

Rai and Carsellb , handcuffed to
gether, r ode in a car in charge of 
Chief Jailer John Schimmel and 
driven by Deputy Ray Flood. They 
were guarded by Deputies James 
O'Leary and Leo Michalak. 

Immediately in back of this car 
w as another in charge of Chief 
Deputy Joseph Delehaunty, driven 
by Deputy Robert Price and car
r ying Deputies John Sayen and 
George Zang. Machine . guns w ere 
carried in the second car, while all 
officers in both autos bore side 
arms. 

Drivers of both cars w ere ordered 
by Sheriff James O'Reilly to main
tain a speed of "about 50 miles an 
hour" all the way to Columbus. 

Hurried Into Cars. 
The time of departure w as kept 

secret until just before the party 
left to minimize the risk of pos
sible jail breaks or delivery. E ven 
some of the deputies who made t.he 

Plellse Turn to Page 6, Column 5. 

Had Kurtz been arrested here, 
he would have been arraigned 

Continued From Page 1 . 

trip did not know the exact time 
they were to leave or who all t'1e 
guards were to be. 

Entrances to the jail had been 
kept locked since the men were 
convicted. The prisoners w e r e 
taken fro.m their cells, manacled 
to each other and hurried into 'the 
waiting autos, which were driven 
away immediately. , 

Judge John M. McCabe, who 
sentenced the men Wednesday, 
Thursday granted the request of 
Sheriff O'Reilly to assign addi
tional guards to transport the prls-. 
oners to Columbus. The sheriff is 
allowed, under the law, to use only 
two guards for each prisoner. 

Trial Costs Given. 

The men, the last of the appre
hended members of the Licavoli I 
gang, were convicted of conspiracy 
to murder Jack Kennedy, Louise 
Bell, Norman Blatt and Abe Lu
bitsky. 

Cost of trying the two men ex
ceeded only slightly the expense of 
the trial of Jacob (Firetop) Sulkin, 
one-time "fixer" for the gang who 
is in the penitentiary under re
prieve from a sentence to electric 
chair. 

Trial costs tor Carsello were 
$1725.06, for Rai, $1709.46, accord
ing to the report of William F. 
Renz, clerk of courts. 

Difference Is Explained. 

The slight variation was ex
plained by the difference in the 
expense of extraditing the two 
men to Toledo. It cost the county 
$277.36 to extradite Carsello from 
the Federal Prison at Milan, Mich., 
upon completion of his term there, 
and $261.90 to bring Rai here from 
Buffalo, where he was arrested. 

The total trial costs of $3434.52 
compared with $3364.75 ~or trying 
Sulkin and $2710 for the Yonnie 
Licavoli trial. 

The total expense included $43.90 
clerk costs, $241 sheriff's costs, 
$281.70 witnesses' fees, $76 for of
ficial stenographers. The remainder 
was spent for transcripts of tes
timony. 

CARSELLO, RAI 
Begin Serving Life 

MA(JHJNE GUN ESCORT I 

Ralph Carsello and John Rai, 
convicted of murder conspiracy in 
connection with gangland slayings, 
arrived at the Ohio penitentiary at 
12:25 p. m. yesterday to begin serv
ing life sentences without hope of 
parole. 

The men were taken to Columbus 
in two autos. In the first car with 
the convicted men rode Deputies 
John Schimmel, Ray Flood, James 
O'Leary and Leo Michalak. In the 
second car were Chief Deputy Jo
seph Delehaunty and Deputies Rob
ert Price, John Sayen and George 
Zang. Sayen and Zang bore ma
chine guns. 

L.awyers Fail To File Appeal 
Before Deadline; Still 

Have One Chance 

Attorneys for John Rai and 
Ralph Carsello, convictE!d in March 
bf four gang murders, have failed 
to perfect an appeal to the Court 
of Appeals within the statutory 
time, 30 days. 

The period for filing notice of 
appeal and a petition in error with 
the prosecutor's office expired · 
April 5. 

Rai and Carsello's only hope now 
of avoiding imposition of their life 
sentences, which were pronounced 
by Common Pleas Judge John M. 
McCabe following the trial, is to 
petition the Court of Appeals for 
special permission to g!J ahead with 
the appeal. 

Cornell Schreiber, chief defense 
attorney, today declined to say 
whether he would ask special per
mission, or drop the appeal. 

· Rai - and Carsello were found 
guilty by· a jury of complicity in 
the murders of Jack Kennedy, 
Louise Bell, Norma'n Blatt and Abe 
Lubitsky. 

EIGHT EXTRA GUARDS 
FOR RAI, CARSELLO 

Judge tirants Permission to 
Hire Them for Trip. 

Judge John M. McCabe of com
mon pleas court today granted the 
application of Sheriff James O'Reil
ly for authorization to employ eight 
additional guards for the trans
portation of Ralph Carsello and 
John Rai, convicted Licavoli gang 
murderers, to the Ohio penitentiary 
where they will spend the remain
der. of their lives. 

Sheriff O'Reilly would not divulO'e 
the ~fate the mobsters, who we~e 
convicted of first degree murder 
last week by a jury in common I 
pleas court, will be removed from 
the . county jail to the penitentiary. 

~11.ls presented to the county com
~1ss1oners today revealed that the 
Jurors ate $18.10 worth of food at 
two meals during their delibera
tions. A dinner at the Elks' club 
cost $12 and breakfast at Byrum's 
lunch cost $5.10. 



To Ask Extradition 
of Gang Suspect 

Court Prepares 
for Carsello Trial 

Joel Rhinefort, assistant Lucas 
county prosecutor, will leave for 
Columbus this afternoon to obtain 
tihe signature of Gov. Martin L. 
Davey to extradition papers for the 
return of John Rai, Licavoli aana
ster arrested in Buffalo, N. Y~ Ia~t 

CARSELLO. RAI 
TRIAL· 1s NEA8 Prelimmary steps to the joint 

7i •: 1 f'. · ~ trial of John Rai and Ralph Car-
-'f • T 8 ~ rawn seno, members of the once power-

J u ry •Y.e nl re 0 e - I · ful Licavoli gang, were taken to-'t\f\ ~· . , 
To Get Under Way First 

Week in December, 

J an. 7, McCabe Decides day b! J~dge John M. McCi:be with 
_ the s1gmng of two orders m com-

week, to Toledo to stand trial for 
murder. / _ 

Rai was ind cted with Thomas 
'(Yonnie) Licavoli, gang leader, and 
12 others in connection with four 
gangster murders here. Detectives 
~arry Manson and Merle Unkle 
wil ]accompany Mr. Rhinefort and i 
proceed to Buffalo to get Rai. 
- -

It Is Believed. 
Ralph Carsello and John Rai, 

members of the Thomas (Yonnie) 
Licavoli gang indicted for four 
murders, probably will go on trial 
during the first week of December. 

Tbe joint. t.rial of John Rai and I 
Ralph Carsellc. former J_Jicavoli 
mobsters. on first degree murder I 

I 
charges wa.s set for Jan. 28 by Com- I 
mon Pleas Judge John M McCabe 

I Friday afternoon. 

1 
The date was .fixed after Judge 

1 

McCabe conferred with Assistant 

Jailed Gangster Socks 
Kangaroo Court Judge 

This was apparent today follow
ing a ruling by Judge John McCabe, 
of common pleas court, in which he 
granted a motion of the county 
prosecutor to try the men jointly. 

The original motion of the prose
cutor was for joint trial of Carsello, 
Rai, Sebastian Lupica, Chalky. Red 
Yaranowski and Anthony (Whitey) 
Besase. The latter three, however. 
pleaded guilty to extorti?n, and are 
serving terms in the Ohio reforma-

\ 

Prosecutor .Joel Rhinefort and Cor
nell Schreiber. defense counsel. A 
venire of prospective jurors will be , 

I drawn Jan. 7. the second day of the \' 
new term of court. 

I ·Rai and Ca rsello are charged 

I 
with conspiracy in the gang murders 
here several years ago of Jack 
Kennedy , Louise Bell, Norman Blatt 
and Abe Lubitsky. Eleven other 
members of the Licavoli gang were 

I indicted on the same charges. Three, 
John Rai Doesn't Like Red Tape Involved in Getting 

Into County Lockup; Is Moved to et 
· .-i'' .- Him Away From Carsel o _ B o;.i3 · 

tory. . . 
A venire of 75 prospective JUrors 

will be drawn probably Thursd~y 
or Friday of this week and the trial 
date is expected to be set for three 
weeks from that time. 

Thomas CYonnie) Lic«voli, Joe 
<Wop ) English and ·Jacob <Firetop> 
Sulkin have been convicted. There was too mu0h extra-legal 

red tape about getting into the 
Lucas county jail to suit John Rai, 
gangster, so, on his final appear
ance before a kangaroo court in 
session there Tuesday, he acted as 
his own attorney and offered an 
argument to end all arguments in 
the form of a lusty sock to the jaw 
of "Judge" Carl Covey, bandit. 

Rai, who was indicted with 
Thomas (Yonnie) Licavoli and other 
members of his gang in connection 
with four murders here, was re
turned from Buffalo, N . Y., early 
Tuesday and placed in a small ward. 
According to reports, he was im
mediately haled before a kangaroo 
court conducted by the prisoners 
and fined. 

The gangster was moved to an
r i..tter ward later in the day in order 

CARSELLO-RAI 
TRIAL JURORS 
ARE CALLED ,, 

75 Talesmen Summoned; 

Murder Hearing to 

<.. Start Jan. 28. 

The fate of Ralph Carsello and 
John Rai, Licavoli gangsters, will be 
in the hands of 12 of 75 prospective 
jurors whose names were drawn 
from the jury wheel today. 

Trial of Carsello and Rai for 
the first degree murders of Jack 
Kennedy, Louise Bell, Norman 
Blatt and Abe Lubitsky will start 
Jan. 28 before Judge John M. Mc
Cabe. 

The jurors called are: Flo Sar
gent, 208 Floyd street; Mary E. 
Sackett, 618 Hampton avenue· 
Helen J. Tomanski, 153 East Dela: 
ware avenue; Cora M. Smith, 1134 
Ontario street; Frank W. Roesing. 
1834 Clay avenue; Mary Hocken
berger, 2737 Parkwood avenue· Roy 
T. Shell, 1643 Wayne street; Ig~atius 
Regent, 1067 Tecumseh street; Ray
mond .J. Croke, 813 Kipling drive• 
Cleo F. Peterman, 1939 Berdan ave: 
nue; Richard Wille, 624% Nevada 
street. 

Nam es Are Drawn 
William R. Webster, 2361 Glen

woo? avenue; Mary M. Devlin, 2834 
Robmwood avenue ; Stanley C. 
Klepacz, 640 Bronson street; Don
fld T. Waltz, University club; Wal-
ac.e M. Head, 315 Eastern avenue; 

Frieda Penske, 1020 Nebraska ave
nue; ?erald A. Smith, 1752 Huron 
street, George L. Smead, 620 Nes
slewood avenue ; Howard E. Miller 
605 Forsythe street; Thomas A: 
Barry, 1328% Detroit avenue· 
Joseph F. Holben, 1824 Marlow~ 
avenue; Lillian Donney, 306 Eastern 
ave~ue; Dorothea .J. Harms 238 
Kevm place. ' 

Donna E . Linder, 128 IslinO'ton 
street; Arthur E. Backus '3s13 
Hazelhurst avenue; Catherine' Helm 
621 Milton street; Ida A. Klaiber: 
209 Raymer boulevard; Ida E. Con-

to keep him separated from Ralph 
Carsello, another LicavoE gangster 
indicted with him. 

Covey, known as the bad boy of 
the jail and judge of the kangaroo 
court in his ward, immediately had 
Rai arraigned on the charge of 
breaking into jail. He attempted 
to overrule Rai's demurrer ~o this 
procedure but dropped the case 
after the prisoner swung on him, 
according to reports seeping out of 
the jail. 

Covey himself is to be arraigned 
for sentence before Judge John M. 
McCabe in common pleas court 
ThursdaJ. He pleaded guilty to the 
charge of assault with intent to 
rob in connection with a holdup 
at the Owen's Bargain Wagons, 
Inc., 2221 Albion st:-eet, where $769 
was obtained Oct. 31. 

Sheriff James O'Reilly said to
day that he had heard nothing of 
the fight. 

Carsello and Rai have been held 
in the county jail on mur~er 
charges for months. They were m
dicted with other members of tl:~e 
gang for the slayings of J~ck1e 
Kennedy Louise Bell, Abe Lub1tsky 
and Nor

1

man Blatt . Licavoli was 
sentenced to life imprisonment ~or 
the crimes. Joseph (Wop) Enghsh 
was sentence,.l to the electric ·1air 
but the senfence later was com
muted to life imprisonment. 

The third member of the gang to 
be found guilty of the slayings, 
Jacob (Firetop) Sulkin, is wait~ng 
action on a plea for commutation 
of the death penalty to life im
prisonment. 

Licavoli and English are serving 
life terms in the Ohio Peaitentiary. 
while Sulkin i in the same prison 
under death sentence. Recently he 
w::1s giYen a 60 -day rep;:ieve from 
execution. I 

Three other former tcm bers of 
the gang. Anthon:v <Whney) Br
sase. Sebastian muster) l_J upica and 
Harry Leonard ("Chalky Red" 
Yaranowski) , recently pleaded guilt.y 

I 
to extortion charges. They are 
serving terms in the Ohio R-E>forma
Lory. -- -- -

or, 1938 Glencove drive; Norman 
Pr.ovencher, 657 Hamilton street; 
Elizabeth A. Shea, 1158 Lincoln ave
nue; Harvey S. Griffin, 1320 East 
Broadway. · 

.John B. Sulier, 700 Spencer street• 
Mrs. Anna B. Southerland, 52 Birck: 
head place; D. J. Cloutier 628 
Brighton avenue; George S. Emch 
1825 11.; Ontario street; Martha A'. 
LaPomte, 2311 Fulton street; Tom 
Emerson, 2537 Robinwood avenue· 
John .J. Stuckholz, 727 ' Frederick 
street; George Corbin, Jr., 1816 Lox
ley road; Raymond H. Rice, 2563 
Portsmouth avenue ; Lucille E. 
Sheahan, •3142 Kenwood boulevard• 
William L . Dooley, 1814 Wayn~ 

Weary of Jail, Carsello 
And Rai Anxious For Trial 

Joint Proceedings Against Accused Gang Slayers To Open 
Tomprr9w; State Summons 106 Witnesses 

By JOHN M'GOWAN. 

street. 
More Are Listed 

Ralph Carsello and John Rai, pale with months of con
finement, sat in their cells in County Jail today eagerly 
awaiting the opening of their joint trial tomorrow. 

Elizabeth Kahn Point Place; 
Charles W. Buell, 2919 Fulton 
street; Carl L. Hughes, 2134 Elli
ot~ avenue; Carl C. Lukut, 327 
Crittenden avenue; Earl Hart, 3124 
North Erie street; Thomas Graf
ton, 2520 East Moreland boulevard· 
Alton P. Bringman, 2208 Eri~ 
street; Joseph Wrzesinski, 1323 Te
cumseh street; Frank Runner, 1834 
Loxley road; Martha Trimmell 
~352 Lincoln avenue; Paul H. Weir~ 
rch, 3953 Hazelhurst avenue; Mar
garet V'. Snyder, 1581 Wayne street; 
Ruth F. Hoffert, 221 West Bancroft 

They are accused of con- '• -
spiracy in the slayings of Continued From Page 1. 

Abe (The Punk) Lubitsky and 
Norman Blatt, in 1931; Louise Bell, 
sweetheart of Jack Kennedy, in 

, 1932, and Kennedy himself, in 1933. 
In seperate interviews each said 

he welcomed the opportunity to 
gamble with the state in a game 
that has for its stakes the lives of 
these two former members of th~ 

once-powerful Licavoli combine. 
street; 

Paul M . Andres, 1236 Berdan "You Wonder Why." 
avenue; Mrs. Viola H . Harry 1971 ''You wonder why a lion walks up 
Superior street; Enoch C j 0 ues and down in his cage until you get 
1657 Gilbert road; Carl w.' Wallis: into one of these," Rai said, jerking 
4221 Bowen road; A. E. Baker, 706 a thumb over his shoulder as he 
Thomas street; Anna Schoonmaker spoke through the iron network of 
1609 North Erie street; Lee R: his cell, 
Crawford, 1408 Jackson avenue· ' He had interrupted the solving of 
Mabel A. Lindquist, 1084 Oakwood a cross-word puzzle to talk. He spoke 
av~nue; George B. Bar'r, 3304 softly, almost shyly. 
Grimsby place ; Otto H Hohly H h b 
2504 Parkwood avenue,· Royal r..' e as een in · County Jail since 
D L d Feb. 5 of last year. · Most of that 

e ~n • 2220 Maplewood avenue; 
Mat.tie. C. Crouse, 1334.Rollins road; time he has spent .in working cross-
Christran Thompson, 551 Palmwood word puzzles, reading newspapers, 
avenue; Wilson L . .Jay, 440 Win- Pl 
throp street; Albert E. Kenninaer ease Turn To Page 2, Column 8. 
634 Islington street; Sarah J. Jo~es' 
556 Lucas street; Alex J. Mauter' 
945 Wheeling street· May Kerr' 
4034 Caroline avenue ~nd Charlott~ 
R. Erd, 2938 Stickn.ey avenue. 

magazines, books-"You read any
thing when you're in jail." 

"What can I say?" he replied with 
a shrug when asked how he thought 
his trial would terminate. He added: 
"I hope it comes out all right." 

Loses Some Hair. 
He appeared to be in robust 

health. ''I haven't lost any weight, 
but I've lost some hair. ' He ran 
his hand over his head. · 

He wore a blue denim shirt, the 
collar turned in. His trousers were 
white duck. On the wall of his cell 
hung one of those moth-proof paper 
bags which conba.ined, it might be 
concluded, a suit of clothes, cleaned 
and pressed · for his appearance in 
court Tuesday. It will be the first 
time he has ever been placed on 
trial, he said. 

carsello stepped from the "bull 
pea" where he had been exercising 
to the cell door when the jailer 
called his name. 

"I'm glad the trial opens Tues
day," he said. "Anything but this 
waiting." 

In Jail Two Years. 
He has been in jail continuously 

more than two years. He had just 
finished serving six months in the 
Federal Penitentiary in Milan, 
Mich., when he was picked up and 
brought to County Jail here 18 
months ago. 

"Yes, I'm ready to go to bat." He 
closed his fists, put thel"t one on top 
the other, simulating a baseball 
player. "I just hope the jury is able 
to see the thing right." 

He wore a knit sport shirt above 
grey flannel trousers. On his arms, 
bare to above the elbows, were .sev
eral tattoos. 

First Trial of Kind. 
Neither man has been able to 

communicate with the other. during 

mon pleas court. l • 
The two are ac of complicity 

In the murders of Jack Kennedy, 
Louise Bell, Norman Blatt and Abe 
Lubitsky. 

One order provided that 75 names 
be drawn from the jury wheel as 
the panel for the trial. The other 
order officially set the date for the 
opening of the case as Jan. 28, the 
date previously agreed upon. 

MURDER TRIAL 
VENIRE DRAWN 

75 Chosen for Possible Serv
ice on Jury To Try£ 

Rai, Carsello 11 

t 

A ' v~nire ;;-7 '-wtiS: drav.in from 
the jury wheel Tuesday in Judge 
John M. McCabe's Common Pleas 
court from which wm be selected 
the jury for the first degree murder 
trial of John Rai and Ralph Car
sello, Licavoli gangsters. The trial 
is scheduled to start Jan. 28. 

Names were drawn by William F. 
Renz, clerk of courts, assisted by 
Leonard Osborn, jury commission
er. The prosecutor's office was rep
l'esented by Assistant Prosecutor 
Harry W. Friberg. Sheriff James 
O'Reilly also was present. 

Both defendants were incourt. 
They are among 13 men indicted on 
charges of conspiracy to murder in 
the gangland slayings of Jack Ken
nedy, Louise Bell, Norman Blatt 
and Abe Lubitsky. 

their confinement. Carsello occ:z
pies a cell on the second floor in 
the cell-blck designated "two-sho~t· 
left " Rai is in a cell on the third 
flo~r in "three-short-right cell-
block. . 

Cornell Schreiber, veteran crun• 
inal lawYer and former Toledo 
mayor, will represent both men m 
the first trial invoked by the sta:te 
under the new law which permits 
joint trials in first-degree murder 
cases. ' 

Joel Rhinefort, chief assistant 
prosecutor, will direct the_ state's 
case. He has called 106 witnesses. 

Indicted With · u Others.· 

Carsello and Rai were indi'cted 
with 11 other members of the ga1~g 
on first-degree murde: charges m 
the four i;angland slaymgs. . 

Three, Thomas (Yonnie) Lica~?ll, 
Joe <Wop) English and Jacob c.Fire
top) Sulkin, have been co~victe'!-· 
Licavoli and English are se~vmg_ lite 
terms in the Ohio Pemtent1ary. 
Sulkin in t,he penitentiary under 
death ~entence, recently wa~ given .a 
60-day stay, the fourth smce his 
con vi.ction. f 

Three other former members o 
the gang, Anthony <Whitey) Besase, 
Sebastian tBuster) ,Lupica an~ 
Harry Leonard, alias Chalky ~d 
Yaranowski, recently pleaded gu~lty 
to extortion charges and are serving 
terms in the Ohio Reformatory. 

Other members of the gang have 
successfully avoided arrest. 



Y IE, UEUTENANT REPUTED GANG 
HEAD· QUIZZED , 

GANG SUSPECT~ Vl,CTIM LINKED 
FACE Q~~~TION~. WITH ROSSINI 
Men Will Be quizzed ·BY WAITRESS F IL 0 APPEAR FOR 

1 Li~ 
About Slay1ngs 

by Coroner AUG 
Orders to: Ernest LaSalle, 32~ : slain Man Was Partner in 

and John Ra1, 26, reputed gangsters, ·. 

ANG WAR INQUEST for Coroner's · 

AUG 1 1932 . · 'I ~~:~£:~;:~;~:;~!.~£;.\~~ 
Detective Hunts for Reputed Racket 1 ~~e~~ ;:;i~~v~td~~~n T~~m~~p·:;~:<l ! yesterday before Coroner Frank G. 

who were released on a writ Of', Restaurant, Witness Tells 
habeas corpus yesterday afternoo~ Coroner Kreft 
by Common Pleas Judge Scott / 

L d d R • f Q • · • : Kreft for questioning in connec-Stahl, to be produced in his office t J 

at 11 a. m. today were issued last Pete Dagastino, slain iri a ea er an aJ Or UeS J00Jfig ; tio~ic;;~~i th~h~m~~~s. been sought 
night by Goroner Frank G. Kreft.: gangland war he r e last • T K .

11
. I for two days by the coroner, ap-

A woman also will be questioned. Wednesday night, and Tony 10 WO I Ing s ~ peared at Dr. Kreft's office yester-
n tfo , day with his attorney, Harry Le_vy. 

He said that he desires to. ques- Rossini, proprietor of a res- He said that he knew Dagastmo 
tion the men in connecti.m with the taurant at 214 Huron street, .1 and Mi<Yhiore casually, but that 
.slaying of Pete Dagastino, of Mon- were associated in management of Yonnie Licavoli failed to appear before Coroner Frank G.1 they had° never worked for him and 
roe, here last Wednesday night. the restaurant, despite Rossini's as- Kreft today for questioning at an inquest into the slaying ;! that he never had any dealings 
The corner said the men also will sertions to the contrary, a waitress k f t D t' r with them. 
be questioned regarding Dominick in the restaurant testified today at here last wee o · Pe e agas ino and Dominick Mighiore in•1 Licavoli said that he was at his 
Mighiore who died yesterday after- a gang war feud, and Coroner Kreft immediately issued sub- !I home, 2733 Pemberton road, the 

h a coroner's inqtiest. · d th t h noon in County ospital, as a result . . L penas for Licavoli and John Rai, said to be one of the Licavo11·.:; night of the slaymg, an a . e 
f b ll t d · § ~ d The waitress, Mrs. Vingma- ee . knew nothi'ng about i't until the o a u. e Yl~V~ reCAlV.f, e nes- tt t· i· t t ' 

day night. 1-\UllJ ~ I: 3 Stumiolo, 19, and . ·a rac ive, was ieu enan s. next day. John Rai, reputed lieu-
Police said that Mighiore died questioned by Coroner Frank G. Licavoli's appearance before the coroner was promised yes-

1

1 tenant of Licavoli, also appeared at 
Kreft in an effort to throw light on · t d d without revealing who shot him. He terday by Ernest LaSalle, arrested with Rai last week as sus- Dr. Kreft's office yes er ay an 

was found in the west end, with the slaying of Dagastim and of ' testified that he knew the mur-
a bullet through his mouth, last Dominick Mighiore, henchman of... pects . in the double slaying and now at liberty on writs of .) dered men slightly but that he had 
Wednesday night, a few hours be- Dagastino who died late yesterday in habeas corpus · knowledO'e of the slayings He 

fore Dagastino's body was found. County hospital of woun<;ls pre- Rai also f~iled to appear LICAVOLI DENIES smn~eidn wheerweassh"'oatt. home the night the The two were intimate friends. sumably inflicted by the same gun- t th . t t d 
men who slew Dagastino. a e mques 0 ay. Coroner Kreft, who devoted sev-LaSalle and Rai were released by 

~~~Jt~;n~;:I~~!i' ~;r:~·~ Ws. s~~::~:· a~::1.~~~~ actions ~~::.~t7:::~~:~~;::~¥:!: PA RT IN s l AYI NG I ~~~:;~~:;~~~.=!:~o~~n~~cr:~~ 
warrant. Police said u,e men were of Dagastino and Mighiore and two iore were killed by a person or per-

t d .. . . ,, pretty young girls with whom they in anticipation of the inquest. De'- sons unknown. 
arres e as susp1c1ous persons, dihed in the Rcssini restaurant tective Clark sa.id he would make Paul Daniels, 725 Erie street, a 

·shortly before t ey were i e · 1~~) chef in the Rossini restaurant, tes-and Assistant County Prosecutor h · k'll d ~MJ?a~J I 
Samuel Kaplan, representing the "I waited on them," she said. every effort ~toh fitnhd thbe men and Fa l'MSter Ques- t1'f1'ed that on the night of the 
police, said that the issuance of a t d th f serve them Wl e su penas 

,"The two girls en ere . . e ca e · shooting· the two murdered men left warrant was a "mere formality" w d d J t1"oned 1·n Gang War Shoot shortly before 8 p. m. e nes ay. - the restaurant with two girls. Po-
l and that the court could assume (R . . ) 11 d one of them 

1 
t 

1 
t th 

that "the warrant will issue." Tony o-ssim ca e It was emphasized again by the ings Offers Alibi lice have been unab e o oca e e 

I 

A th h by name and they came back to a detectives assigned to the murder two girls. 
s e two men left t e court · 1 D t· d -~~=------"'=====~~~ booth in whic 1 agas i.no an case that they did not plan actually 

house with Mr. Levy, Inspector · ·tt· They ate LI c 
Migh1ore were si mg. to arrest Licavoli, but merely to AVOLI GANG George Timiney sought to arrest 1 ft t th in Dagas Th r f 

them again, but their attorney pro- and then e oge er - question him. omas "Yonnie" Licavo i, or 
t ested, and Timiney decided ta post- tino's car. At the beginning of the coroner's l' whom Coroner. Frank G. Kreft had 

• "I noticed that Dagastino wore ·.a t d L s n · d · 
pone his plans of arresting the two beautiful diamond stickpin and that inquest yes er ay a a e promise i been seeking two days, stepped out MEMBER J A I l ED 
suspects. He said that police are 11 the coroner he would .retur~ to t?e of a bandbox into the Coroner's 
d . f . his watch chain was unusua y ex· in.quest. today a_nd brmg with him offi·ce today and sa1·d he knew noth-

esirous o . questwning the men in pensive." Licavoli and Rai. None of the three i·ng of the slayi·ng here last W·eek connection with the gangster kill- • - / - / L. - .3 .>-. 
ings here and · that the police will Valuables Missing. men appeared. . ., of Pete Dagastino and Dominick 1 1 

be at the .qqi;oner 's. i~uest this When Dagastino's body was found The subpena lists Rais address as Mighiore and hardly knew the men 
m~ ·· i·l ng rl U .1.J ~ l ~? slumped over the steering wheel of 4635 Westway, the place were he themselves. In fact, Yonnie con-

' •· r· ,1, operato 1f~a res- I his car, the stickpin, chain and $~50 a:id L~ Sal~~- were arrested, and fessed, he spok·e to them only to be 
4 Huron street, was in cash he is said to have earned gives 1;iicavoh s address as Pember- sociable. 

· Dr. Kreft yesterday were missing. ton dnve, Old Orchard. Following his avowal of inrv."P.Uce 
1__§_§._id that he knew Mrs. · ~tlir.niolo said she. was_ po~i- Hope To Find Men. Coro.n~r Kreft returned a ;e~~~ ~ 

- -- t ; .. Dag~s:; - ,' '\·a-:. '""~''"'"r., .. ,. ';P.~~----"-~VV? :http· ... 5 £iflel tfle--t~ ho.znic1de by a pt>.J:SOn..Qr_,.,., " 
Ro~sini i~~ ;,;~{i1~g~1ent~f·~·~- 1 and have the~ here for qu~stionii;_g , unknown. r Dagastino, and sa~ him the night 

he was killed., but that he knew 
' nothing of his slaying. 

Tells of Seeing Pair..., 
Rossini said that the two men 

were patrons at his restaurant last 
Wednesday night, and that several 
girls were with them. He said 
they were in the place when lie left 
t o go to a hotel to make a long
distance telephone call. Rossini 
said that Dagastino, when in the 
restaurant, had $650, liJ diamond 
pin, and a watch and a chain. The 
articles and money were not on the 
body when found. 

Rossini also testified that Dagas
tino had received a telephone call 
while in the restaurant. He said 
that he did not know how Dagas
tino or Mighiore made their living, 
and denied that Dagastino was a 
partner in his restaurant. He ad
mitted, however, that Dagastino 
had P.aid $80 in bills at one time, 
and testified that the $650 Dagas
t ino had with him Wednesday 
night was obtained from an insur
ance company on a stolen automo
bile. 

Lived Here Seven Years 
Rossini said that he came to To

ledo seven years ago from Buffalo, 
and that he took over the restau
rant recently from a man named 
Charles Loper at the request of Lo
per's son. He said that a chef 
named Paul and a waitress named 
Virginia were in the restaurant 
Wednesday night when Dagastino 
and Mighiore were there. 

Dr. Kreft said that he plans to 
question the employes of the res
taurant. 

taurant becau::;e after sn.e had quit 'tomorrow" said the coroner. Att nd d Part ' 
her job at the restaurant, Dagas- Testimony at the inquest yester- . . e e y. . . . 
tino re-employed her and she re- day sent police searching again Licavoli, the breath of fashion 1:1 
sumed her work there . ' today for two young girls who left a cream-color~d ha~ ai:d mou.:ie

Her testimony that Rossini knew 1 Rossini's restaurant at 214 Huron colored gabardine smt with a. ~ia
one of the two girl companions of 1 street with Dagastino and Mighiore m on d - studded . watch riboon 
the slain men by name contradicts · Wednesday night an hour before s.tretched a~r~ss hi~ chest, esta~
Rossini's insistence that he kn°w th h t · hshed an ahbi for himself and said 
neither of the girls. ·- ~ w~~ ~ fa· Lee sturniolo 19 of he ha~ known the two hoodlums 

rs. irgm . '. ' only slightly and had never had any 
Licavoli Aid on Stand. 920 Huron street, a waitress m the dealings with them. 

Ernest La Salle, reputed lieuten- r~staurant, tol~ Dr. Kreft Y:esterday "I knew Dagastino and Mighiore 
ant of the Licavoli gang who with of the two girls, and said Tony only by sight" Licavoli said "I 
John Rai, another suspect, ~ held Rossini, proprietor of t17e restaurant, spoke to them ~hen I met the~ just 
in connection with the double slay- , had called ?ne of ~he girls by name. to be sociable. Beyond that I never 
ing, followed Mrs. Sturniolo to the Mrs. Sturi:1010 said she had never had anything to do with them." 
witness stand. seen the girls bef?~e. With Licavoli came John Rai, 

Judge Stahl released the two Ro~sini had testified Mond_ay that said to be one of his henchmen, and 
gangsters on a writ of habeas cor- he did n?t know t?e two g~rls. ac- Attorney Harry Levy. Rai, too, had 
pus yesterday. George Timiney, act- I companying Dagastmo .a~d Mighiore. his alibi and denied any knowledge 
ing ·inspector of detectives, engaged DOESN'T KNOW ANYTHING of the killing. 
in a tug of war over LaSalle with On the day of the shooting, Lica-
Harry Levy, their attorney, as the voli attend~d a family party given 
party was leaving the courthouse. for his .mother, who was leaving 

"I think I'll take you along again for St. Louis, he testified. He said 
anyway," Timiney said, seizing La- , ' he did not leave his house that 
Salle's arm. night and knew nothing of · the 

Levy seized LaSalle's other arm shooting until next morning. 
and tugged at him, reciting law stat
utes. The det ' -.tive laughed, re
leased his ho!d aml walked away. 

Rossini testified at an inquest 
• held by Coroner Kreft yesterday. 

He said he knew both Dagastino and 
Mighiore, but that he knew nothing 
of the shooting. ' 

Coroner Reads Verdict. 

Rai, who was arre~ted with Ernest 
LaSalle, another alleged Li ca v o 1 i 
henchman, several days ago at 4635 
Westway, testified that he knew the 
two victims only slightly, had had 
no dealings or differences with them 

, and was at his home the night of 
1 the shooting. 
I When the two had. finished their , 
testimony, Coroner Kreft read his 
verdict in their presence. · 

Paul Daniels, 725 Erie street, chef 
in the cafe of Tony Rossini at 214 
Huron street, also summoned for 
questioning, said that on the night 
of the shooting he saw Dagastino 
and Michiore accompanied by two 
girls go out of the r·estaurant thru 
the kitchen and disappear into an 

( 'Y. 
I 

John Rai; Named in Four 
Mob Murders, Held 

In Buffalo. 
a-angster 

under indictment here for four\ 
gangland murders, and who had 

John Rai 

evaded the law 
with other mem
bers of the band 
for nearly a year, 
w a s arrested in 
Buff a Io, N. Y., 
Friday night. To
ledo officials will 
s e e k extradition 
papers at once. 

Rai was indict
ed with Licavoli 
and 12 other 
members of the 
g an g March 8, 
1934, for the four 

gangland slayings for which Yon
nie Licavoli, the mob leader, and 
Joe (Wop) English are serving life 
terms in the Ohio penitentiary and 
for which Jacob CFiretop ) Sulkin 
and Ralph Carsello are held in jail, 
awaiting trial. 

The latest prisoner was arrested 
by Detectives William J. Tedesco 
and Kenneth J. Kelleher, as he 

Continued on Page Three, 8th CoJ. 

Continued From First Page 

stood at a Buffalo street corner. 
He told authorities there he would 
fight removal to Toledo. He gave 
his name in Buffalo as John Pieri. 
· Buffalo police heads said Rai was 
a brother-in-law of Joseph DiCarlo, 
labeled Buffalo's Public Enemy No. 
1, by a former police commis
sioner. 

They asserted that he is also 
charged with a Rochester robbery 
committed in October, 1933, and has 
been free on bond. 

Rai, who had several encounters 
with police here, fled with other 
members of the mob when the in
dictments were returned. He was 
named with the others in the first 
degree murder indictments in the 
slayings of Jackie Kennedy, Louise 
Bell, Norman Blatt and Abe (The 
Punk) Lubitsky. 

Besides Licavoli, English · Sulkin 
Carsello and Rai, others 'indicted 

, are: Leo Moceri, Yonnie's brother
in-law; John Mirabella., Ernest La
Salle, Russell Syracuse, Harry 
Leonard, better known as Chalky 
Red Yaranowsky; James Licavoli 
cousin of Yonnie; Anthony (Whitey) 
Besase and Sebastian (Buster) 
Lu pica. 



LICAVOLI GANGSTERS GO ON TRIAL 

R 1 h C 11 . -Staff Photo by Clarence Bailey 
. a. P arse o, left, with hands folded in lap, and John Rii, 

right, tn Judge John M. McCabe's Common Pleas Courtroom as their 
murder ~onspiracy trial got under way today. 

In addition, 24 other forms -V.:m 
be given to the jury-a dozen for 
each of the defendants-to cover 
individual verdicts on the four 
cou.nts in the indictment upon 
which they are being tried. 

SCHREIBER I LL; 
GANG MURDER 
TRIAL DELA YEO 

I ,.. • 

Six Jurors Are Selected 

v Tentatively for Hearing 
or.Killing cas-e:--

The murder trial of Ralph Car• 
sello and John Rai, Licavoli hood• 
lums, was delayed today because of 
the illness of Cornell Schreiber, de· 
fense attorney, 

Mr. Schreiber told Judge John M. 
McCabe and Joel Rhinefort as
&istant county prosecutor ' that 
medicine he took last night in an 
effort to overcome a severe cold had 
left him in a weakened condition. 

Mr. Rhinefort was agreeable to a 
day's postponement, which was 
ordered by the judge, who instruct
ed the six jurors tentatively seated 
in the case to return tomorrow. 

May Call New Venire 
Possibility that another venire of 

75 persons will be necessary was 
seen today as the original venire 
was r educed to 29 with only the 
half dozen jurors tentatively se
lected. 

It is believed that a jury will not 
be selected finally until late this 
week, since a total of 24 peremp• 
t?ry challenges may be used. Tes
timony in the joint trial the first 
of its kind in the history of Ohio 
will not begin until Monday. • 

The six seated when Judge James 
M. McCabe ordered the postpone• 
ment today are Mrs. Elizabeth Shea 
1508 Collingwood avenue, housewife; 
George B. Barr, 3304 Grimsby place 
mechanical engineer; Charles Buen: 
2919 Fulton street, Toledo Edison 
Co. real estate manager; George 
Emch, 182572 Ontario street, unem
ployed bookkeeper; Mrs. Viola M. 
Harry, 1971 Superior street house
wife, and Joseph Holben, 1S24 Mar• 
!owe road, painting contractor. 

Mrs. Sarah J. Jones, 556 Lucas 
street, whose · husband is a WPA 
worker, returned for additional ex
amination by defense counsel. She 
is acquainted with Frazer Reams, 
county prosecutor, and J. Slater 
Gibson, assistant city law director 
she said. Mrs. Jones also knew of 
the family or Anthony (Whitey) 
Besase, Licavoli gangster who is 
serving a sentence in the Ohio re
formatory for his activities in con
nection with the gang. 

27 Possible Verdicts 
Because of the unusual nature ·of 

the trial in that it is a joint murder 
trial, a total of at least 27 different 
verdict forms will be given to the 
jury when it ultimately receives the 
case and begins deliberations. 

Three forms will provide for ver• 
di~ts for both men of not guilty, 
gmlty as charged, or guilty as 
charged with a recommendation of 
mercy. 

Great Interest Is Shown 
. ~arsello and Rai are being tried 
Jomtly for the murders of Jack 
Kennedy, Louise Bell, Norman Blatt 
and Abe Lubitsky. They are the 
seventh and eighth members of the 
gang to face the court. 

Both showed great interest in the 
court action yesterday afternoon 
~allowing closely the questioning of 
Jurors by their lawyer, Cornell 
Schreiber. They conversed fre~ 

c;iuently and studied the ;faces of the 
Jurors. 

Rai was amused often and smiled 
~roadly as his lawyer read the long 
hst of state witnesses, more than 
~00, to the jurors, and heard the 
Jurors. say "no, no, no, no," a hun
d~ed times, as they failed to recog
mze the names. 

Mr. Schreiber, who represented 
~homas (Yonnie) Licavoli, con
victed gang leader, and Jacob (Fire
top) Sulkin, Licavoli lieutenant is 
defending Caresllo and Rai ur{as
sisted. 

Five Are Excused · 
The state is being represented by 

Mr_. Reams, and his assistants, Mr.· 
Rh1?efort and Harry Friberg. 

Five persons excused yesterday 
afternoon because they are opposed 
to the death penalty are Arthur E 
Backus, 3813 Hazelhurst aven.ue: 
Thomas A. Barry, 1328 Yz Detroit 
avenue; Ray J. Croke, 2509 Charles
town avenue; Mrs. Mary Devlin 
2834 Robinwood avenue, and Eari 
Hart, 3124 North Erie street. 

Four veniremen who failed to re
spond when their names were called 
are Mattie Crouse, 1330 Rollins 
road ; L. R. Crawford, 1408 Jackson 
street; Wallace N. Head, 315 East
ern avenue, and Mark Hockenber
ger, 2737 Parkwood avenue. 
Othe~s ex~used for cause are 

Catherme Helm, 621 Milton street 
and Ignatius Regent, 1067 Tecum~ 
seh street. 

R~Al-CARSHLO. 
. TRIAL ~ESUMED 

. 1 #"\~ 
Nine Tentative Jurors, Four 

Women and Five Men, 
Are·· Selected 

Trial of John Rai and Ralph 
Carsello on first degree murder 
charges was resum.ed today before 
Common Pleas Judge John M · Mc
ca:be with three women and a· man 
be1~g selected as prospective jurors, 
This made ~ total of ·nine, four 
women and _frve men, that had been 
seated te_n,tatively _in the jury box. 

Select.ed .. today .. were · Mrs. · Sarah, 
J. Joi:i.es, lJ.ou~ewife , 556 Lucas 
Street; Mrs: May Kerr, housewife, 
4o33 . Carollne Street; Albert E. 
K~nmnger, 634 Islington Skeet 
who has been unempIOyed for tw~ 
years, . _and Mrs. Elizabeth IU.hn 
ho:isew1fe, 5936 Lakeside 'Avenue' 
Pomt Place. ' 

Those previously seated were Mrs. 
Viola M. Harry, housewife, 1971 
Superior Street; George B. Barr, 
3304 Grimsby Place, mechanical en
gineer for th,e National supply Co.; 
(Jharles W. Buell, 2919 Fulton 
Street, civil engineer for the To
ledo Edison Co.; George s. Emch, 
1825 1-2 Ontario Street, unem
ployed bookkeeper, and Joseph F. 
!folben, 824 Marlowe Road, paint
ing . contractor. 

Woman Is Excused. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Shea, 1508 Colling

wood Avenue, who had been se
lected tentatively for jury service 
Tuesday, was· excused today when 
she reported that · her · doctor had 
advised her yesterday that she was 
in no fit physical · condition to 
serve in the trial. · 

Two additional veniremen were / 
excused, Mark Hockenberger, 2B45 
Scottwood A v~~ue, _because he had I 
formed an op1mon m the ·case and 
_Enoch c. ' Jones, 1657. Gilbert Road, 
·because he · was opposed ' to <mpital 
punishment. This " left only 24 of ' 
the · original 75 in the venire to 
be examined. It is expected _that · 
at least one additional venire will 
have to be summoned. 

Defendants Are Bored. 
Rai and Carsello, members of the 

Licavoli gang that terrorized To
ledo in prohibition days, appeared 
bored as the tedious task of select-' 
ing a jury continued today. Both 
yawned frequently. Only a hand
ful of spectators followed the pr~ 
ceedings. 

Cornell Schreiber, defense at
torney, who gained cancellation of 
yesterday's session of the . trial be
cause he was suffering from a cold, 
requested today that proceedings be 
put off until Monday. He said he 
still was not very fit. 

Judge McCabe said,. however, 
that in view of the great expense 
attached to the trial he would like 
proceedings to resume, with Mr. 
Schreiber seeing for haw much of 
the day he could carry on. The 
defense co_unE?el consentee!- to_ this. 

RA·t~CARSELLO 
TRIAL DELAYED 

New Venire Must Be Called 
To Complete Jury; Recess 

to Monday 

rormed an opinion in those cases. I 
She said she knew of the Licavoli 
family-that the family had lived 
near the Sheahan home. 

Her father , William J. Dele
haunty, is a former inspector of the 
Toledo Police Department, and b,er 
brother, Joseph W. Delhaunty, is 
employed in the County Sanitary 
Engineer's Office, she said. 

Sulkin Case Injected 

RA - S ( 
TRIAL RESUMES l 

Jury Selection Continued Froin i 
New Venire of 50; State 

Gains Challenge Mrs. Snyder replaced Mrs. Klai
ber. Mrs. Linder's place in the jury 
box was taken by Mrs. Pen:ske. ~r . 

Dming t he examination of Mrs. Selection of a jury for the first 
Penske, Joel Rhinefort, assistant degree murder trial of John Rai 
prosecutor. injected into the trial and Ralph Carsello was resumed 
for the first time the question today before Common Pleas Judge 
whether the prospective jurors had 
signed any petition in the interest John M. McCabe, with prospective 
of Thomas Licavoli, Joseph English jurors being selected from a new 
or Jacob Sulkin, convicted members venire of 50 men and women. 
of the Licavoli gang. The trial was halted Friday 

Mrs. Penske replied she had not. 
Mr. Rhinefort then asked permis- morning when the original venire 
sion of the court to put the same of 75 was exhausted with only 
question to all jurors tentatively e.ight women and three men tenta
seated. All occupants of the jury tlvely sea~ed. 
box shook their heads negatively Proceedings opened today with 
when the question was asked. 1 Judge McCabe ruling that William 

Mrs . Sheahan who was ·examined R. Webster; 3 Tremain Road, 
later, was asked if she or her hus- who had oeen dismissed on a per
band had signed such a petition. en:I?tory_ challenge by the defense 
She said she had not but that she Friday, m reality should have been 
was unable to answer for her hus- ruled ineligible for jury service be-
band. cause he had se·rved on a count:v ' 

Defense Council Named grand jury in this term of court. • 
The question recalled that thou- This rulii::ig restored to the defense 

sands of Toledoans had signed peti- fene e~f its l2 peremptory chal-

tions asking Gov. Martin L. Davey nTgh · f' t t t t " 1 1 t d f e irs en a IVe y se ec e or 
to . commute the d_eath sentence the jury today was Joseph F. Bihn, 
which had been imposed upon 160 Oak Street, a house painter. 
Sulkm. The former gang men~ber The defense then exercised its fifth 
;:~ 1~ranted a 60-day reprieve pereml?tory challenge to dismiss 

L 
· · · E M 

11 
f · t t Mrs. V10la M. Harry, 1971 Superior 

oms . a ow, ormer assis an Street. -
prosecutor and ve~eran Toledo at- She was replaced by Edward E. 
torney, was appomted by Judge Cran, 5546 Gay Stre~t, Trilby, a 
~cCabe yesterday aft~rnoon to as- foreman at the Willys-Overland 
sis t Cornell Schreiber, defensr~/ 1 t Th t t t h · t d M. 

1 
P an . e s a e en ous e rs . 

co~~~e trial was halted Wed'J.lesday Helen J . Toma~ski,_ 15=" E. Dela
because of the illnes~ of Mr. ware Ayenue, with its fourth pe1·
Schreiber. The attorney yesterday emptory challen~e. 
requested Judge McCabe to continue . _Others ~ent~t1vely selected_ as 
the trial until Monday . to permit JUrors ear her m the proceedmgs 
him to recuperate from a cold. were Mrs. Sarah J. Jones, 556 

Judge McCabe pointed to the in- Lu~as Street, housewife; Gerald A. 
convenience to prospective jurors Sm1th, 1752 Huron Street, factor:r 
and the expense involved in further 1orker; Mrs. May Kerr, 4033 Caro
delaying the trial and refused to line A venue, housewife; Albert E. 
grant the request. Kenninger, 634 Islington Street. 

Mr. Mallow was appointed, . Judge unemployed; Mrs. Elizabeth Kahn , 
McCabe said, . in the event M~5936 Lakeside Ave. nue, housewife. ; 

L.,.;;;====m;===------r=====-"'~=9-Mrs. Mary E. Sackett, 618 Hamp-
ton A venue, h0usewife; Mrs. Mabel 

. Lundquist, 1034 Oakwood Ave
ue, housewife; Mrs. Frieda 
enske, 1020 Nebraska Av~nue, 

1ousewife, and Charles W. Buell. 
!2919 Fulton Street, Toledo Edison 
1-- 0. engineer. 

The prst-degTee murder 4,riaI of 
John Rai and Ralph CarseHo was 
halted until Monday when a 
venire of 75 prospective jurorswas 
exhausted today without selection 
of a jury being completed. 

' 'Sct;J·~e~-"l~B~~=r~~~,lii;;l~~iil~~~~~~~ 

Common Pleas Judge John M. 
McCabe ordered a new venire of 
50 summoned for 9 a. m. Monday. 

Ttentatively seated in the jury 
box when proceedings were halted 
were eight women and three men. 
The delay was forced when Wil
liam R. Webster, 3 Tremain Drive, 
the last member of the original 
venire, was dismissed on a per
emptory challenge by the defense 
after he had been seated tntativly 
in the jury box. 

Selection of a jury for the trial 
of Ralph Carsello and John Rai, , 
charged with conspiracy in four 
first-degree murders, was resumed 
today in Judge John M. McCabe"s 
Common Pleas Court. 

Eight women &nd four men had 
been tentatively seated when court 
adjourned yesterday. 

They_ are: Mrs. Sarah J, Jones, 
housewife, 556 Lucas Street; George 

Continued From Page 1. 
B . Barr, engineer, 3304 Grimsby 
Place; Charles W.' Buell, engineer, 
2919 Fulton Street; Mrs. Lucille 
Sheahan, wife of Raymond J. 
Sheahan, cpunty commissioner, 3142 
Kenwood Boulevard ; Mrs. Viola M. 
Harry, housewife, 1971 Superior 

~;~~~!~t~~s~~~ ~~1~~~e~oi:~n~~:. 
May Kerr, housewife, 4033 Caroline 
Avenue; Albert E. Kenninger, un
employed, 634 Islington Street; Mrs . 
Elizabeth Kahn, wife of Dr. Dalton 
Kahn, 5936 Lakeside Avenue; Mrs. 
Margaret V. Snyder, housewife, 1581 
Wayne Street; Mrs. Mable A. Lund
quist, housewife, 1084 Oakwood Ave
nue, and Freida Penske, housewife, 
1020 Nebraska Avanue. 

Officer's Wife Challenged 
The state exercised two of its 12 

peremptory challenges to eliminate 
Mrs. Donna E. Linder, housewife, 
128 Islington Street, and George S. 
Emch, unemployed, 1825 1-2 On
tario Street. 

Mrs. Ida A. Klaiber, 209 Raymer 
Boulevard, wife of Lieut. Harvey 
Klaiber of the Toledo Police De
partment, was eliminated when the 
defense exercised the first of its 12 
peremptory challenges. 

Mrs. Sheahan, who . replaced Mr. 
Emch, said she had followed the 
t.rials of other Licavoli gang mem-
bers in the newspapers and had 

unable to carry 
The following prospective jurors 

did not answer when their names 
were called yesterday afternoon: 
Alex J. Mauter, 945 Wheeling 

1 Street; Cleo F. Peterman, ~939 
Berdan Avenue; Frank W. Roesmg, 
834 Clay Street, and Mrs. Anna 
Schoonmalcer, 1600 N. Erie Street. 

Carsello and Rai are charged with 
conspiracy in the gangland slayings 
of Abe Lubitsky, Norman Blatt, Miss 
Bell and Jack Kennedy. 



, 1 NJ U RY HALTS-- 1 le~;~ defense ero-pl~y~d its se~enth 
I and eighth challenges to oust. M;rs! 
, Mable A. Lundquist, housewife. 

1084 Oakwood A.v~nu~. ,a,nd Iy!r~. , 

M·AID NAMES 
l RAI, CARSELLO MURDER TRIAL ' Lucille Swartzb~ugh, . Owens-Ilh .. 

nois Glass Co. _employe, 40;1 W. 
Bancroft Street. · · , 

I 
The following fa'iled to answer 

when their names were c~lled ~Y , 
Rai-Carsello Case IS Again 1 the clerk: J; R. Isaacson; 2145 

Robinwood Avenue; John . B. ~ee~ _ 

Hotel Employe Points to Pair 
as Visitors in qcavoli 

Gang Headquarters 
Delayed; Juror Is Hurt so·n, 338 Columbia ~treet; __ · R. -~· 

Maxwell; 324 South Avenue, Flo:} _~,, 
on Way Home I Thornton 3'49 ' Indiana Avenue; . 

Blanche 'van Hoose, '2027 'Hurd . John Rai a11d Ralph Carsello "sa1· 
The murder trial of John Rai 

1 
Street, and Vila . '0'.a~g~n~r, . 18~4 . in" at meetings of the Licavoli 

I 
and Ralph Carsello W8;S halted this I \ Erie st_r-=e:::::;e-t.=·==-..... =====:::=='-·-~-::::~-j gang in its Argonne Hotel head-
morning in Judge John M. Mc- quarters in 1931. 

Cabe's Common Pleas Court be- RAI JURY VISITS This testimony ,.·as given at the 
I e;rnsc of the a bsence of one of the Rai-Carsello murder trial today by 
I jurors. _ Myrtle ' Dunn, 826 City Park Ave-

j Th e rihsP nt juror. Mrs. fl:.l1cc MUUDE SCENES ~~~hewf~ ~~~~-a maid at the Ar-
Mrii l er, 1309 Id;:iho Street, s tra ined I .· .· Miss Dunn testified she had seen 
a ligament in her leg at Adams Rai and Carsello in Suite 426, the and Huron Streets Monday as she 

gang headquarters, on two or three , \\"aS ret urning home · from the occasions. 

1 court room. Braves Below-Zero Blasts On Her testimony came after three 
J uctg·e McCabe adjourned court previous state witnesses had said 

· until L JO p. m . toda y to await n Point Place Tour Prior today that they never had seen the 
re1,ort from Mrs. lYiail er's . p hys_i- i T . I Q . prisoners before. 
cian as to wheth er the mJm·y is to ria pentng 
. ufficienlly senom: i·o prevent her Picks 12 Photographs. 
from serving on the jury. 

Doctor's Re1)ort Awa.itetl. 
If an adv rse report is submil- -

fed , Mrs. fr n e Winans, 327 Val
leywoorl Drh·e 13th juror, will re
pl11cP Mrs. lVIl'liler anrl ;i. ni>w panel 
of 10 or 12 w ill be dra,\·n from 
\"h ieh an arlditional juror \\"ill be 
chosen . 

vVhen the stat us of Lhe jur y is 
decided the panel will be taken tli 
view scenes of fo ur kill ings tllal 
marked the gang \\·arfarc in Tole- 1 
do during the prohibition era an<l 
,, ·ith which Rai and Carsello are 
charged w ith conspiri ng to com- 1 
mit. I 

The scenes are at Franklin Aire-
nue and W. Bancroft Street, where 1 

Abe Lu bitsky and Norman Blatt 
\Yere slain Oct. 26, 1931; Jackson 
Avenue and Superior Street, 

Please Turn To Page 2. Column 8. 

c~ntinued From Page 1. 
locale of the Louise· BeH - slaying 
Nov. 30. 1932, and 140th Street 
and Edgewater Driv·e, Point Plac:e, 
where Jack Kennedy was ·shot to 
death' July 7, 1933. · · · 

The jurors also will inspect the 
palatial former home of Thomas 
Licavoli, ex-gang leader. at 2733 
Pemberton Drive in Old Orchard. 

State Seeks Dea.th. 
Opening statements will be made 

Buffeted by below-zero winds While Rai and Carsello watched 
svveeping in off Lake Erie, the .iu~ ~ntent ly , each of the four witnesses. 
rors in the murder trial of John Rai m turn, >:orted through '.'I- sheaf of 
and Ralph ··carsello were led on a 38 "rogues' gallery" pictures to 
tour of Point Place today as a pick out those of me_n th~y had 
prelude to the formal opening of seen i!1 haunts of t~e L1cavoJ: ga!1g. 
the trial. Miss Dunn. durmg examma~1on 

The jurors visited the scenes cf by Assistant Prosecutor Joel Rhme
all four gangland murders in which fort, had picked 12 of these phot.es, 
Rai and Carsello are accused of including those of Rai and Carsello, 
conspiracy, but it was in barren as being persons she_ had seen in 
Point Place bordering on the lake, Suite 426. Mr. Rhmefort, how
where they

1 

experienced the great- ever, did not ask her to identity 
est unpleasantness from the 6- the prisonei;:.s in person as they sat 
belo'vv-zero weather. at the defense table. 

View Kennedy Trail. Points to Prisoners. 
One of the spots inspected in Cornell Schreiber. chief defense 

Point Place was the summer cot- counsel, apparently taking a. ch~nce 
tage on 136th Street, only thr ee that Miss Dunn would fail m a 
doors from the water's edge, where personal identification, pointed to 

, Jack Kennedy, rival to the Licavoli Rai and Carsello during cross-ex
'! gang, lived in the summer of 19:1J. aminat.ion and asked if she ever 

Another was the lntersection of had seen them before. 
I Edgewater Drive and 140th Street, "Yes," Miss Dunn answered, "on 
I also close to the wind-swept lak<:?, two or three occasions in Suite 43G 
I of the Argonne Hotel. 
· Please Turn To Page 2 -~~lu_mn_6 "You ha,·e seen these pictures 

where Kiennedy was slain July 7 (the 38 police photos> often, 

Hl33. 2 c 1 4 
A third was the place where the Please Turn To Page ' o umn -

killers ha.d parked their car as the~ 
trailed Kennedy. 

As the jurors huddled in heav; 
overcoats, they were showed th 
course along which Kenned 
strolled with beach-pajama-cla. 
Audrey Ralls-a stroll halted whe1 

Suite 426 at the hotel. the regis 
trat ion being made under t he I 
name of Schwartz. Combs said, 
however, that he knew "Schwartz" 
to be "Yonnie" Licavoli. 1 

As he shuffled througn the stack 
of 38 rogues' gallery photos, drop
ping those he recogniz~d info his 
lap, Carsello and Rai watched 
Combs closely. Neither of t he 
prisoners took his eyes off the I 
bellboy as he sorted through the 
photos. 

Combs was asked by Mr 
Schreiber in cross-examination if 
he had ever seen Rai or Carsello 
at the Argonne. 

"No. I never saw either of 
them,'-' Combs replied. 

Maid Is Witness. 

Combs was followed to the wit
ness stand by Charles Thorpe, 1116 
Ironwood Avenue. also employed 
as a bellhop at the Argonne Ho~el 
in 1931. He corroborated Combs' 
testimony. He likewise said he 
had never seen Rai or Carsello at 
the hotel. 

The next witness, Miss Myrtle 
Dunn, 826 City Park Avenue, was 
employed as a maid and linen girl 
at the Argonne in 1931. She tes
t ified she had seen both Rai and 
Carsello in Suite 426 two or three 
times while the suite was occupied 
by Licavolj. 

In cross-examination, Mr. Schrei
ber pointed to the prisoners as they 
sat in the courtroom and asked if 
she had ever seen them before. , 
Miss Dunn replied she had on two 
or three occasions in the hotel 
suite. 

Who Was "the Boss"? 

She testified that Sulkin came 
to h~r and told her to keep the 
suite clean so that it would be "in 
good shape when the boss comes,'' 
promising that she would receive 
a tip from "the boss." 

"Who was 'the boss'? Joel Rhine-
fort, assistant prosecutor asked. 

"Licavoli,'' she anwered. 
"Did you get the tip?" 
"Yes." 
Miss Dunn picked 10 other pho

tographs as those of men she had 
seen visiting the gang suite. She 
said the suite was furnished with 
a big mahogany desk, swivel chair 
and other chairs set in a semi
circle. 

Licavoli, she said, occupied the 
swivel chair and spoke 1n a for-

'DEATH CHAIR' 
TALE IS LAUGH 
TO CARSELLO 

Mobster Guffaws Over Gro
cer's Story of Huge Sugar 

S~les to Gang 

Testimony · by which the state r 
hopes to send Ralph Carsello to the 

1 

electric chair provided the Licavoli . 
mobster with a hearty laugh today. 

The incident came as Cornell 1 

Schreiber, chief counsel f~r ~~r- I 
sello and John Rai in their Jomt I 
first degree murder trial, was ques
tioning Tom Nowak, operator of a 
grocery and meat market at 3342 
Lagrange Street. 

Mr. Nowak, testifying before 
Common Pleas Judge John M. Mc-

. Cabe, had told of purchases of 
huge quantities of corn sugar by I 
Russell Syracuse and Eddie B:ck, 
other members of the former Lica
voli gang. He sold as many a~ 80 
100-pound bags of sugar at a time 
and as frequently as twice a week, 
the grocer said. 

''Plenty of Vinegar." 
The state w as laying the · in-

ference that the sugar was sold 
to be. used in the manufacture of 
bootleg liquor by the gang. B~t 
Mr. Schreiber asked Mr. Nowak if 
there weren't other purposes to 
\•.;hich the sugar could be put. 

The grocer agreed it could . be 
used for many things, including I 
the making of vinegar. And he, 
Mr. Nowak averred, w ould n~t 
have sold the sugar if he knew 1t 
w as to be used in making liquor. . 

"You were seeing to it thl:',t 
people were plentifully supplied 
with vinegar, w eren't you?" chided 
Mr. Schreiber. 

As M'r. Nowak agreed quickly, 
Carsello laughed so heartily the 
tears came to his eyes. 

"Kicked in Pants." · 
The trial in ' w hich the state 

charges Rai ' and Carsello conspired 
in the slayings of Jack Kenned~,. 
Louise Bell, Abe Lubitsky and Nor
man Blatt, provided another hu-
morous incide - -~ 

I by Joe hinefort, assistant prose~ 
cutor, for the. state, and Cornell 
sc'hreiber, chief de~ense . couns.;?L 
The state will ask the death ~en• 
alty. . . 

tne beauty contest winner wa 
roughly pushed aside and a hail o 
lead pumped into her beer baroJ 
escort. I 

. Continued From Page 1· . · 1 while the rest 
haven't you 7" Mr. Schreiber asked. 1 e_ign anguage, 

, . · . d llstened. 
"Yes,' Miss Dunn sai. · . She said that on one of the rare 
''In fact these pictures a.re I . L ' l' k . 

' This was when Christopher C. I 
Engel, proprietor of a dry clean- I 
ing shop at 1850 W. Bancroft r 
Street, was describing what hap
pened w hen members of the Lica- 1 
voli gang "muscled in" on a meet
ing of dry cleaners in the Gardner 
Building in 1932. 

First witnesses to be called !>Y 
'the state are Dr. Frank G. Kreft, 
former Lucas County coroner; ' hfi 
former · assistant, D r. PauT HohfY, 
and Millie Thompson, · Salad girl 
at the Golden Rose Night ·Club, 
formerly · operated by ·the Lica:vo1i 
aang in Point Plaee. 
0 

Selection of. a jury of six men· · 
and six women and of a thirteenth ' 
juror, · a woman, · was completed · 
as court adjourned ··yesterday. The 
selection required four' days a11d · 
an additional venire-of 50 after the - · 
original panel of 75 ·prospective. 
jurors had been exhausted. ~ 

Each Side Gets U. · 
In the process o~ !?electing the 

12 jurors the sta~e exercised. six 
peremptory challenges and the de,;. 
fense ieght. Each side wa& allowed 
12 peremptory challeng~s ._ un~er 
the joint first degree mu~de.r_: .t.nal . 
statute invoked for the first time . 
in Lucas .County. The only per· . 
emptory challenge ~xercised in , th.e 
selection of the 13th juror wa~ · 
used by the . state · although each 
side was allowed four. , 

The jurors .. are: Mrs. Maner; .; 
Gerald A. Smith, factory . worker~ 
175~ Huron Street; Mrs. Kathryn . 
J. Heinisch, housewife, 1818 Ma· 
comber Street; Elwood- South_ard, 
Works Progressive ,Administratiof! 
worker, R. F. D. No. 8; Lewis Ave-: . 
nue; Edward E. Cram.. Willys· ; 
Overland Co . . foreman, 55.46 Gay,: 
Street, Trilby, O.; Jo.sepp ~· . . Bipn. ~ 
house pain,ter, 160 o~~ !?,tr~et; 
Mrs. May Kerr, housewife, · 4033 
Caroline A venue; Albert E. Ken- · 
ninger, unemployed, '634 · 1sli!1gton . 
Street; Mrs. Elizabeth K~hn, hcmse
wife 5936 Lakeside Avenue, Point 
Plac'e; Mrs. Mary E. Sackett, house
wife, 618 flampton Avenue; Emil · 
J. Malohn, Willys-Ove:r:lan,d Co. 
welder, and Mrs. Frieda Periske, 
housewife, 1020 ~e~ras~a Avenue. 

Salesman Is Challenged. 
Mrs. Winans, housewife, . was 

chosen as the 13th juror after the 
state challenged Alfred R. Thatch· 
er, auto salesman, 3329 Cherry 
Street. · · 
auto salesman, 3329 Cherry Street. 

The state exercised its fifth per-' 
emptory challenge at . the opening · 
of the trial session yesterday aft
ernoon to eliminate Mrs. Sarah J. 
Jones, housewife, 556 Lucas Street; 
She was replaced by Mrs. Della L. 
Burell, house.wife,. 1-131 % Ontario 
Street, who was removed later 
~lllh.en the state used its sixth chal-

Visit Licavoli Home. 
Numerous complaints of the col~ 

weather were voiced by the juror: 
as they were led from the Com
munity Traction Co. bus chartereo 
for the tour to view the three 
scenes in Point Place. Cheeks were 
pink, teeth chattered and frequent 
comments were heard "it seems 
more like 20 below out here than 
6 below." 

Beforegoing to Point Place the 
ury had stopped at Jackson am1 
;uperior Streets to inspect the spot 
.rhere another Kennedy sweet
eart, Louise Bell, was slain Nov. 
O. 1932, as she sat beside Ken
edy in his car waiting for a traf
c light to change. 
From Point Place the jurors 
ere taken to the palatial home at 
733 Pemberton Drive, Old Or
hard, formerly occupied by Thom
s (Yo:rinie) Licavoli, gang leader 
ow serving a life sentence in Ohio 
tate Penitentiary after convic-
on on the same charges of which 
ai and Carsello are accused. 

Reams Accompanies Jury. 
Other points in the tour were 
e former Carsello home at Rath
n Drive and the Franklin Ave-
~e-Bancroft Street intersection, 

ere Abe (The Punk) Lubitsky 
ild Norman (Agate) Blatt were 
in Oct. 26, 1931. 
In addition to the six men and 
)( women members of the jury 
d the woman serving as alter
te juror, those on the tour were 
osecutor Frazier Reams, Lewis 

Mallow, co-defense counsel; 
ward Newmark, Deputy Sheriff 

m Cochran and reporters. 
!Rai and Carsello, waiving their 
1rht to accompany the jury, re-

ined in the comparative comfort 
the County Jail cells. 

On completion of the tour, open
g statements were to be pre
hted by Assistant Prosecutor Joel 
hinefort for the state and Cornell 
chreiber for the defense. 
Defense attorneys were pre 

ented with a letter from the prns~_! 
utor's office today requesting 
hem to give notice at once if the 
ntend ·to,. base the defense of R·a· 
~"1 C.e,r~ello upon an alibi. 

' - . deck occasions when icavo i spo e m 
about as fanuhar to yo~.~s a _ English , he said: "You've been 
of cards, are the:( not. the de paid to do this." 
fense counsel q_uened. d Miss Dunn described a locker in 

''Yes," the witness anskere · the room, which, she said, con-
Rai and Carsello ar~ charged tained pasteboard boxes of bour Mr. Engel got up from the wit

ness chair to demonstrate rough 
t reatment he. said he received from 
Wop English. Bending oV-er, Mr. 
Engel punched himself and said: 

, ... ·ith conspiracy in the first-degree bon whisky and gin. 
murders of Abe Lutibsky, Norm:in 
Blatt Jack Kennedy and Louise 
Bell. ' The trial is before Judge 
John McCabe in Common Pleas 
Court. 

,Linen Man Testifies. 
The first witness . today was 

Arthur H. Edelstein, employe of the 
Toledo Towel Supply Co. . 

He testified that he received a 
check signed by Tom Lazur,. whof'.1 
he also knew as Thomas Licavoli, 
drawn on the Toledo Trust ~o., 
which wa·s returned because of m- ~ 
iufficient funds. He said the check i 

was in payment for ~ine? and seat 
covers supplied by his firm to the . 
Showboat Night Club. . 

Mr. Edelstein testified that his 
firm furnished like supplies to the I 
Golden Rose, another n_ight cl~b 
operated by the Licavoli gang m 
1931. l 

"I was ·out to the Golden Rose I 
once or twice to collect a bill,'' the 
witness testified, "and 'Firetop' 
(Jacob Sulkin, Licavoli gang men:
ber under sentence of death for his 
part in the murders). I saw several , 
.other persons out there, bu,~ I don't 
remember who they were. 

Di~'t Know Defendants. 

He said he also saw Sulkin in an 
office on the fourth or fifth floor 
of the Valentine Building. The 
office was marked •'•insurance," Mr. 
Edelstein said. 

Mr. Edelstein test ified that his 
company was paid in full for serv
ices ·rendered the Golden Rose, but 
that a 'balance is still owed for sup
plies. furnished at the Showboat. 

Cross - examined by C o r n e 11 
Schreiber, defense attorney, Mr. 
Edelstein said that he had never 
seen Rai or Carsello before. 

Identifies Police Photos. 
John Combs, 508 Avondale Ave

nue, former bellboy at the Ar
gonne Hotel, 321 13th St:eet, - ~as 
. t~e next witness. He identified I 
from police photos 11 members of 
the Licavoli gang. 

The gang, he said, occupied 

Pictures Familiar To Her. 

"You have seen t hese picture:> 
often, haven't you?" Mr. Schreiber "English kicked me in the pants." 

asked her. "I Sat Down." 
"Yes,'' she answ ered. Then he thrust his hand into 
"As a matter of fact, these pie- his pocket, saying : 

tured are a bout as familiar to you I "English had one hand in his I 
as a deck of cards, are th_ey not?" 1 pocket. He told me I had better 
he asked. sit down. I sat down." 

"Yes, they are,'' Miss Dunn sai d. I Albert McElroy, 731 Buckeye 
First to testify as the state ' Street, was the first witness today. 

opened its case yesterday afternoon He testified that he rented a fur
were Dr. Frank G. Kreft, former nished house at 4635 Westwood 
Lucas County coroner; Dr. Paul Avenue in April, 1932, to a "Mr. 
Hohly, Dr. Kreft's former assist-

1 

ant, and Mrs. Millie Thompson, Please Tu~n to Page 4, Column 2. 
former employe at the Golden , 
Rose. i 

Dr. Kreft, who performed autop
sies on the bodies of Miss Bell a nd 
Kennedy, described the bullet 
wounds that caused their deaths 
and identified police photographs 
of the bodies. 

Describes Powder Burns 
The gruesome photographs were 

admitted as state's exhibits over 
the objection of Cornell Schreiber, 
chief defense counsel, and passed 
along to the jurors who showed 
great interest in them. 

Dr. Kreft then identified a lead 
bullet he had removed from Ken
nedy's head at the autopsy and 
t wo steel-jacketed bullets he had 
removed from Kennedy's left upper 
a.rm. The lead bullet, he said, was 
38-caliber and the others 45-
caliber. 

"Did you know Kennedy's repu-
1 a t ion as a fighting man ?" Mr. I 
Schreiber asked on cross-examina-
tio~ I 

"Yes" Dr. Kreft answered. 
"Dia' you hear of him traveli!1g I 

up and down highways armed w~th 
guns and rifles and accompanied 
by men armed with guns and 
rifles?" I 

The witness admitted he had 
heard such repqrts . 

"What type of fighting man was 
Kennedy?" Frazier Reams, prose
cut or, asked on re-direct examina
tion. 

"He w as a clean fighter ," the 
wi Lness answered. 

Ja.mieson" and a "Mr. Simmons." 
Asked by Assi.stant Prosecutor 

Rhinefort if he knew the two men 
by any other names, Mr. Mc.~l.roy 
said he later learned that S1m
.mons" was Rai and "Jamieson" \vas 
Ernest LaSalle. 

Learns From Newspapers. 
He admitted in questioning by 

Defense Counsel Schreiber, how
ever "t hat he learned what he 
thou'ght to be t he actual names of 
his tenant~ only from newspaper 
accounts of the pcavoli gang .. 

Christopher C. Engle, . proprietor 
of a dry cleaning estab!Jshment nt 
1850 W. Bancroft Street, told o,f a 
meetino- of dry cleaners in October, 
1932, i; the Gardner Building. 

--Mr. Engle said that a man he 
·knew as "Schunk" called the meet-
ipg. . 

-"He claimed he was an engi
neer," Mr. Engle said,. "and that 
he was going to ~rgarnze t~.e dry 
cleaning industry m Toledo. 

Examination by P r o s e cut o r 
. Reams follows: 

Q.: "What happened at the meet-
ing?" 

A.: "Nothing. Three fellows 
came in and broke up the meeting 
before it got started." 

Q.: "Do you know who they 
\ii/ere?" . . 

A.: "They were Yonnie Licavoll, 
Wop English and Russell Syracuse. 
The three introduced themselves to 
us. Then we fellows began to get 
suspicious." 

Q.: "What did you do ~hen?" 
, 1 _ _:::A~·:-: _".:.I_;d::.:e::..:c::..:·i.:::d.;:;e.:.:d-'I:;:....:'.;_~' "'"'as"-f'ro~1-n .. cr .. "T"t_o-::rg7:Je,.......t ~ _, 



I LICAVOLI MEN 
1 FREE ON WRITS 

. ~;IT~ .J , . ~..,.., Harry !:... attorney for the Lica-
Several employes and patrons of voli interests, applied immediately 

the Stork club appeared before. the for a writ of habeas corpus for the 
Wayne county cir~uit_ g~and ~ury two men one of whom police say 
fa Detroit Moncl8;Y in its mvestiga- has been ~rrested here before for in-
tion of the shooting. . vestiga.tion in a ~dnaping case. The 

A secret indictment m Lthe Jones motion for the writ will be heard 
murder was returned by Lhe grand t d 

Al - 23 
GANG SUSPECTS ! 

30 Suits Found 
Detectives Arthur Brown and 

John Michalak, who led the raid 
which resulted in the arrest of La• 
Salle and Rai, said they found more 
than 30 suit . of clothing in . the 
house, and that several expensive jury Monday. A second indictment 0 ay. . 

------ -:,'V-":Jli may be returned later, Prosecutor _Altho police ex~ect an attempt 
Harry s. Toy said. ,, will be made by fnend~ of the _two 

WILL TESTIFY 
.BEFORE KREFT I automobiles were in the rear yard 

and garage. They said the two 
men endeavored to· conceal papers 
for one of the cars, which was is• Leader Told to Leave City Speakeasies Closed-· men to. a_venge ~hei~ shooting, 

Wh.le Habias C w Pro rietors of several Toledo Georg~ Timmey, actmg inspector_ of 
1 ~, l ~rv ~ . 

A
l cti'o H r ciledl. {; ~ eak~asies closed their establish- det~ct1ves scoffed at rumor~ of m-

n> s .r"l r!.ents Sunday when it was repor.t- vas1on by Toledo of a large num- Coroner Asks Quiz 
~ ed that Detroit gangsters were in ber of gangsters and of a r~p<>rt f R GANG SUSPECTS' 

1 sued to 2'i,nother suspect sought by 
oolice. · 

"' Resisting the police department's the city gunning for member~ of that a Toledo wholesal~ liquor O eleased Pair l 
drive against the Thomas (Yonnie) the Pete Licavoli mob. Pete is a de~ler, who has been opposmg Lica- I 
Licavoli organization which is said brother of Tom Licavoli. . voll, has been m:arked for death at nquest ' I HEARING TODAY 

l th r d bl' Friends of Jones accordmg to before Saturday m~• 
to contra e iquor an gam mg d mors 'here came to .. ~~ ,, . . The two suspected gangsters ar• 

kets here two suspected lieu- underworl ru d' . th b - I Seek onme L1cavoh. rested. in a ra. id early Saturday on. ALJ G 8. 1982 rac ' Toledo over the week-en in e e - ----
tenants of the leader were freed t h' 1 rs had taken ref- A close watch is being kept on a residence m Westway, are de• 
Saturday on writs ·of habeas corpus. lief t~a isTs t~~ police said they all known underworld haunts, how- sired by police and Coroner Frank Two Men Arrested 10 

John Rai and Harry Silbeino, , uge e~eh ~ ~hese rumors ever, following a report that a G. Kreft for questioning in connec• 
both 26, were released until Mon?ay ha:e~~ Li~~~oli was arrest~d in a bro_thefr of ~agastino hf!-d left De- tion with t he slaying of Pete Da.. Police Drive After 
at 4:3? P. M., an~ _in the meantime Toledo night club a year ago l~st tr01t or Toledo. . A~t\ gastino, 29, Wednesday night, De• SI . 
detectives are waiting to ~ee wheth- 'winter on an indictment charging The arrest on ~1ge Oi \':J.i>ii!m y tective Inspector Timiney said Sa,t• . : -~ ay1ng 
er Licavoli o~eys an edict _to get I him with participating in the_mur- "Yon~~'j,ft>ica~li\\_Ja~ lead~r,_also urday afternoon. · ·. ---
out of the city and remai? _out. der of Gerald Buckley, Detroit ra- was 6hi«lld6-Y''ti\i\~ctor T1mmey. The suspects, Ernest LaSalle, 32, j Hearing on the writs of habeas 
Acting Inspector George T1m10ey dio announcer He was never Detectives Johrt~ chalak and and John Rai, 26, were released corpus filed for Ernest LaSalle, 32, 
of the detective bureau issued th.e brought to trial: His brother, Tom, Arthur Brown foun e two Lica- Saturday noon on $750 bond each l and John Rai, 26, who were ar-
order banishin~1tflft oit who maintains a home in a fash- V?li lieutenants in a luxuriously f:ir- by Common Pleas Judge Scott rested Saturday in a police drive 
charac~er. JUf\ . . ionable ·.1.'oledo neighborhood, was mshed house on Westway which Stahl, after writs of habeas cor•. that followed the slaying of Pete 

Hearing on the writs. to liberate ordered to leave the city by Detec- they say has been used as a branch pus had been filed by their attor• Dagastino, 29, Wednesday night, is 
Rai and Silbeino had been set for I tive Inspector Georhe ,ffi~ last headquarters of the gang. Four ney, Harry Levy. The hearing on scheduled to be held today at 1:30 
Saturday morning but the court at- week. · ,,..., 7.J '\j \~"'L expensive autos were parked on the the writs was ,set for 1:30 MondaY, . p. m. before Common Pleas Judge 
taches were unable to find the ar- I "Fixer,. li~fieved Slain driveway. · afternoon,. ·.,, ~ l . Scott Stahl. 
resting officers. Common Pleas Two mt-n said to be henchmen In the sumptuously furnished . Still Seeking Licavo The two men were released Sat-
Judge Scott Stahl postponed the I of Tom Licavoli will have a hear- house the detectives found morn Inspector Timiney said that the urday on bond of $750 each pend-
hearing over the wee_k-end and _ set ing at 4 :30 P. M. Mon.day_ on habeas th~n 30 suits of men's clothing, 15 two men are lieutenants of Thomas ing the hearing. 
bond at $500 each which was quick- I corpus 'Proceedings instituted fol- pairs of shoes and a large quantity "Yonl'lie" Licavoli, reputed gang Police charge the men are lieu-
ly posted. lowing their arrest last week · of other wearing apparel, they said. leader, whom police are seekin. g tenants of Thomas "Yonnie" Lica-

Inspector Timiney and Inspector Friends of an alleged Toledo "fix- f voli, reputed gang leader, whom 
of Detectives Emmett Cai;l ?rdered er," meanwhile, persist in their ?e- Reports Prove False. or questioning in regard to ~he detectives also are seeking for 
Licavoli to the Safety building last lief that he was taken for a ride The two men and two women Dagastino killing. He said the two questioning in connection with the 
week, it was revealed Saturday, and more than· a week ago. They have companions refused to open the men will be turned over to Coro• slaying. 
warned him to leave town. not seen him since the date on door ~less a warrant was shown. ner Kreft, who is making an invas.. Police investigation in the gang 

Inspector Timiney said that if which he is believed to have been Detective Brown broke open a rear tigation of the Dagastino sla,ying killing was practically at a stand
Licavoli does not con:ply with the slain. . door and placed the two men under for questioning Monday. still over the week-end as officers 
order a relent~ess policy of a~r.est- The "fixer ," it is said, pr?mis~d arrest. One ?f the suspects was Charges of being "suspicious per• failed to find several police char
ing him on sight as a suspicious gangsters that equipment seized m found attemptmg to destroy owner- sons" were placed against the two acters they are seeking for ques-
character will be adopted by police. a. brewery raid would not be de- ship papers for an auto sold to men Saturday afternoon. tioning. 

The order also applies to other strayed. Th., €-quipment was de- John Raymond, alias Mirbella, who Ordered Out Acting Inspector of Detectives 
~embe;s of L~cav_oli's gang, includ- strayed by raiding officers, and _his r~centl~ was arrested w~th. James The two men, both well known· to George Timiney announced La-
mg Rai and Silbemo. death followed, friends of the miss- Licavoli ?Y Inspector Tmuney at police, were arrested in a raid en. Salle and Rai are wanted for ques-

ing man say. Swayne field. The women were not a fashionable home in Westway. tioning by Coroner Frank G. Kreft 
held. Detective Inspector George Timi.. . i.r .Gi.C\UP.ection with the slaying. 
;soth men will be questioned to- : ney •id that they were among the .1.111. t::~ 1"11 t; °\::tUl.iJL.A.,u. 

day with Tony Rossini, proprietor !!:.,t;t:le.ksoradgeor.ed from Toledo several 1·n . G a n -g Slay1·ng 
of a restaurant at 214 Huron street,' yy 

in the belief they know the gunman 'Timiney said investigation of the ·· 1e~0 
who shot Dagastino and Miglliore. Dagastino slaying indicates it was Tony Jt°1J~.1ni, :ffi1.neit\:Uasalle and 

Rossini was released by Judge a result of the dead man's efforts John Rai were questioned by Coro
Leonard Donovan under $1000 bond to. operate as an independent dis• ner F. G. Kreft Monday afternoon 
fOd8:_Y· tributor of beer and ltquor here. . . . . 

Tony Rossini, who was said to i m his inquest mto. the gang mur
be a partner with Dagastino in a. der of Pete Dagastmo, 29, who was 
restaurant at 214 Huron street, and shot t~ ~e~th yYednesday. 1 
who was arrested Thursday in con Rossmi is said t? have ~een a 1 

nection with the slaying was re• . partner of the slam man m the \ 
leased yesterday on $1,000 bond. I operation of a restaurant at 214 

- - · - ---' Huron street. LaSalle and Rai were 
tn n~'"°' !."J. \,,_n_ri1"';\"\.rr OX'\ i-~ ;.,. • .., nr,l;on 

:1lNOERWORLO I GANG SUSPECTS 
- - - - ---~----

2 GANGSTER S U
. S,1 tl~~- f~; ;,;Its .of0h;be~~-~~1;~~··;j-:· 

1 
fore Judge Scott Stahl in common 
pleas court after the inquest. 

&L'-., I LJ - -WILL FACE COURT 'WAR ON HEREi 
Battf~ - for Control 1s : s!i~:~:~i L~u:;;:;tsas01 1 ARE FREED ON Bo~~TD 

Blamed in Detroit 1 'S · · p U 1 
Gang Killing. . -~WO ~s~;:·~~:d ::::~:~ or 1

Attomey Files Habeas Corpus Writs t"i~!~~~.L~!co~~t~l~~~d t~: 
A fight. for control of Toledo's Thomas (Yonnie ) Licovali, reputed • R • d Detectives Brown and Michalak for 

underworld resulted in the gang- gang leader, will be arraigned in f M A ted ID a I on two . months. The officers entered 
ster slaying of Milford Jones, P?l~c.e court this morning on SUS- or en rres the house once before, seeking the 

picious person charges as a result t b t nsuccess 
former St. Louis gunman, in the of the filing of affidavits against L . w t Toledo Home same WO men, u were u • 
Stork club in Detroit, last Wednes- them yesterday afternoon by Detec- UXUflOUS es • ~~-0 ~~=ya:~:~:~u::: :ii!h:~rd ~~~' 
day, according to police officials tive Inspe:tor ?e~rge Timiney. made Saturday. 
in Detroit. . The action ell~inated the n.e1ces- L S ll 32 d J h R · 26 arrested early Rai was arrested here once be• 

Thomas (Yonny) Licavoli set sity of a. hearing on a.· writ' of Ernest - a a e, > 3:n ° ~ al, ' t' fore for i~n~iggion •'lt>kidnap· 
himself up as the Al Capone of habeas corpus, scheduled for 4 :30 Saturday in a raid on their ho~e m ~estway by. detec ives ing. Bot~ hVd belM.~ered to 
Toledo, Detroit police declare, and p. m. yesterday before Common investigating gang warfare, which claimed the life of Pete leave the city when a gang cleanup 
last week attempted to organize Pleas Judge Scott Stahl. D gastino here early Thursday, were released on bond by; was started several months ago. 
the stage hands here as another The two suspects, Joe Rai and a . 1 t t ... 

f f h
. If Harry Silbeino both 26 were ar- Judge Scott Stahl m common Peas cour a noon. Cafe Man Qwz .. ed 

source o revenue or imse . • • · 1 
Jones, with a reputation in St. rested .saturd1l- ~ r~l~M on Each man was placed under $750 bond, signed b~ Ear Questionin~ of Ant~~ny Iac:izzo, 

Louis as having ousted a racket I $500 ball. . . Wittenberg to appear at 1 :30 P. M. Monday for a hearmg on alias Ross, ahas Rossini, proprietor 
gang in the Missouri metropolis, Ins~e_ctor ~~mey said that. he is . ' f'l d . th · b half b Attorney of the Rossini cafe, 214 Hu~on 
was imported to Detroit to perform I c_heckmg repor~s fro~ Detroit po- writs of habeas corpus 1 e ~n eir e Y street, in the slaying of Daga~t~no 
a similar feat against Licavoli's ~ice ~hat t~e Licavoli_ mo? may ~e Harry Levy. LaSalle and Ra1 w~re_ taken to the c~urtroom and the wounding of Dominick 

1 mob, Detroit . authorities declared. \ implicated m the slayii:g m Detroit by Detective Inspector George Timmey and Detective John Me hiore il!_the Old _9rchard dis- . 
Arriving in Detroit, Jones spent last Wednesday of Milford Jones, M ll 3~ · trict Wednesday night, was con- 1

--;:: ~ "O .S 
his time going to baseball games St .. Louis gangster. The Detroit u en. AU r, 6 19 . . . tinued by Inspector Timiney Friday \ ·~ ;:i ~ ;:.., ~ 
and indulging in drinking sprees P?h.ce advanced a theory that the In tlie aosence of obert Zanville, ass~stant law d1rec- night. Ross was released on $1,000 (.)ft,~ ~ q 

police say. During one of his liquor kilhn~ of Jones was the outgrowth tor, who was conferring with the prosecutmg attorney, In- bond Saturday. . ~ g ~ ro <11 

parties. he i~ said to have . called of da fightldfor control of the Toledo specter Timiney asked for bond of $1,000 each on the men. I . An ?rder wa_s issued Fn~ayL _ for S ~ ,.Q :.Ci~ 
Tom Lxcavoh by telephone lll To- un erwor · 

1 

• • • b • t detectives to pick up Yonme ica- S...., ro s:: ... 
loedo. "'"' C) n ·19'-2 POLICE A.RREST In requestmg the release, Mr. L~vy S~ld he did ~ot 0 Jee voli for questioning but the reputed r;:i ~...., 0 ~ GWel!ll~r:Mn \> to their arrest on charges, but he did .obJ~Ct to h8:vmg them leader had not been to1;1nd Satu~- l5 t: ;g ~ :'.:i 

"You'd better move your crowd held without charges; to police breakmg mto their home at day. He wa~ n°t at his home m ti & ...., ~ 1 
out of Toledo," he is credited with 2 :30 A: M. and slugging ~he~, and ~o having t~e~ held}Y. P~~~rr\~n t~~i~ega~l:s~~c;:r:force- 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
1"1 .............. .1 "'" ..,.,.,...,. ...-....... 10" "n1 LICAVOLI A IDs the police department which . recogmzes ~O one S rights. . ments were in 'foledo to aven~F th.e ~ ..§ -~ ~ E 

Continued From First Page . The raid came as a surprise. Detectives Arthur Bro;v~ · slaying of Dagastino ~nd to fight 1t Q.) "' () b3n ~ 
~aying to Licavoli. "I'm coming . and John Michalak, who have been assigned to racket activi .. out with another fact10n f?r co~trol 1.~ ~ ~ ~"' 
down there and if you're not out ......., · !l1i• ' ties here were in charge and were assisted by Patrolmen of the liquorta~n~d viceaybusmess ere ~ ~ ~ C!.l 1 

ft- ' O . G - were 1eur n · ...... .w ...... 
you know what it means." Walter Bielefeldt, Don McGregor and rrm oma. . J ., . : -u ·k _ . 0 H ~ P'.'. ~ 

Police Chief Haas said he does Two Se'1zed 1'n Effort To Pre d M' h 1 k f d d •tt b a . hmks Tip as -':)~"'~'!' ~--
not believe that Toledo or Toledo - Brown an lC a a were re use a m1 ance Y ·tu s:: b 

interests are involved in the Detroit vent Retiewal of Gang War woman who answered the door and demanded to see a war- Indspecto~n Ttih°Irelinreipo~~a~~~t 11tw~ ~ g 8 ~ -~ 
H d 1 d th t th . h th i· d 'f h d'd t ere ence i .a. o' ui ~ 't 

killing. e ec are a e vic- rant. They warned er ey were po ice an 1 S e i no women accompanied Meghiore from ;::: ~ ro:; 
tim, well known to detectives here, I\ .Oi¥er,.Bee;t.B.acket admit them they would use force. She refused and the de- the Rossini cafe an hour b.efore he ~ .., .§:_a.! 
was under suspicion of being a ·-1. lJtJ tJ- l~,l 1 ht Th .. member of the machine gun gang tectives broke in a rear door. While they and Patro man was wounded Wednesd_ay mg · e .c ~ :::1 E-1 : 
that murdered Patrolman George . RiPlPfP.lilt. ~earr.hP.d _the -rooms. Patrolmen . G_o_niq. a]ld Mc· ~ ip, he_ believed, was given to throw ~ ~ ~ ..,; j 
Zientara in Upton avenue but .that Two of the three lieutenants in [Gregor guarded the front en· The detectives reported the house m~~~~1~~or;0~:i~i~~~ t;:rckthe slay- ~ <!) 

0 ~ ~ 
there was not sufficient evidence to charge of the Toledo liquor in- trance. was luxuriously furnished. More incr of Dauastino was advanced ":B -'::i 2 . 
warrant his prosecution. · · than 30 ·t f m 's 1 th"ng 15 ., "' t· >< 

0 
::i 

Several memb
ers of a mob in De- terests of the Licavoli gang were Upstairs, ~detectives sm s 0 en c 0 i ' when it was learne~ t~8:t Dagas mo, ~ 8 ..... ~: 

~""".. pairs of shoes, and large quantities f R n the cafe ~ ·- <!) ~ 
trait were chased from St. Louis by arrested early today as a police ' found the two men dressing . of other apparel were found there. a partner o ossmi I . ' .o -~ b.O ~ • 

M
. b" · · t . ' d had pulled away from a large llquor ...., 0 

.Jones, according . to ic i~~au- move to frustrate anticipated fur h- hurriedly They also deman • Sever a 1 expensive automobiles . h d h d et up his own s:: o <!.)- o 
th 

't' •I t N ' n 1 . . • nn!?: ere an a s <!) ...., ~ 
ori tes. .' . ~ . . er underworld violence here m re- ed to see a warrant, but sub.. were in the rear yard and garage. business. Detectives believe the ro C!.l C!.l 

p~isal for the killing of Pete ~aga~ mitted to arrest. The woman The suspects tried to conceal man had attempted to compete with ~ ~: :B 
C>QQS ·~~ stmo, racketeer, and ~h.e sh~tmg of h d th d . nd papers for one of the cars, but were the larger outfit and may have <!) <!);;:: a.> 

<1 I0.1 c; -.,;.r~ his henchmai:;i, Domm1ck M1gh1ore, W O answere e oor a detected. The papers were issued stepped into their territory. ~ '°8 "';j ~ 
Wednesday r.ight. another woman were released to another gang suspect who was It was reported Friday that an ..... o 0 

...., 

after questioning. arr ested here by Inspector Timinev - . · 



Two Licavoli 
Gang l~Ja To 
Get Hew_tn~0 

County Prosecutor / 
Agains·t Comm·ut·ationj 
Fo·r Corsello, Ra.i P1tf ~~ 

-:1..36°13 
Ralph Carsello an~h~ ~ai, 

Licavoli gangsters now serving 
life sentences in the Ohio 
Penitentiary, will ·be granted 

/ commutation hearings Feb. 1, 
the Lucas County prosecutor's 
office was informed yesterday 
by the Ohio Pardon and Parole 
Commission. 

Joseph Jan, assistant prose- I 

cutor, said a letter protesting 
the proposed commutation of 
the former . Toledoans' sen
tences would be sent to the 
commission. He said a repre
sentative of the prosecutor's 
office likely will attend the 
hearing. 

Carsello aild Rai were among 
13 Licavoli gangsters convict
ed of first-degree m u r d e r 
charges. They were , sentenced 
here Feb. 26, 1936, by a Com
mon Pleas Court jury which 
recommended mercy. 

The pair were convict~d of 
the fatal shooting of Louise 
Bell Nov .. 30, 1932, at Jackson 
and Supe.nor Streets, and the 
slaying of Jack Kennedy July 
7, 1933, in Point Place. 

''~')'ff ~-n or Acts P.1:ation for Lic~volL 55, -vV- 10 h~ ' George : . r -; , t.:hif :_ (I~ t~1~ 
·~ I c~rrently hosp ~ taliztd t y a :1~ar :. , Ohio Adul·~ '~ ·:-_'( ie ~, : ,. i) _ _ .J! 

r-. ~'._·-. · ~ 1S oard Den~. 2sjatt~ck.Pa1:oleoffid'1is s 3.id. tha ~ ~<;aid_1'J (lc;y ~ ~ :~ : ·: .. :-. 1 _2\., ·~m- 1 
f ···· :·t . '° e:: ,., Yonri1e . ?.:t10!1 wo~1d ~1 ~ve d1~ eff;ct 1f : ~nt: '.-:·?at• n~ 1 s f?,. _'. 

0

).) _ • •• , , ~Lvl .t ~\ i 
.! .J, v ~ ~ , VI i . ,r.eepmgL1caV'J ~:" mpnson .0rU~) i . laQ ,:,2e:. se~ : ~. l <}~: .i ,. ~: . I 

. __ ... to five more years. · :fowew~r. ,::·ohn : .•. ": '.~· . ch.. J 
CJLuMBU::; UPI - GJverno;:- . l icavo'11''s· r' osp1'tal r.,_n., .. ~ .... . . 1 ,.i id ~ J<i>r D .'• l1 . r : - ' ' ·~ . ~ L-. ~ - .1 

. L.'_ j .t.. ~1 \. .._ _ J .•.• ,., j L ..J J . • • • •• ... • ' - • -... . -- - •• A .J I 

:8.h0;ies \efllsed,Tuesday io corn- mc..1t had apparentlv delay ·:::.: · r ecr:..i v',u .:::, · · , ·~i: r .. . s.r2t: .. ' 
~:?1-:t'2: -~ hfe ~entence for n:urder executive action eonc~.<ni11 g ~~y \ I. 
. i91 John Rai,_ a henchman of one- and Sinatra. I 
~11ne Toledo gangster Thomas . . ! 
(.Yonnie) Licavoli. DeclSlon Delayed 'frHES i 

~ :.:Rai .a~d Serafino Sinatra;· both ·Mr. Rhode~ ~cted . in J ar.1ua~:; I 
. Licavoli gang members, are to commute Llcavoll's seat~n-:: = 

·_ serving· life terms on murder to second-degree murder, f·ms i 
· -c.ounts in the four slayings that making him eligible h 1· _1ar..-::1c; ! 

s~nt ·~cavoli to prison in ~934. consideration._ Ho ,:ever, th.,:; p~-1 
Rai, 62, was sentenced m 1934 .role board de1 2yea :.::~1c11 _pen> 

a_long with the. othersT ;n" ~ng furt~er . c?~~~i~~8~a}~~1:.- _~';i '. l 
Rhodes Explam..s Actrolf.l.ES fuesday s.reJe .... L •• Vn vl .Jc..( , ; ... ._ 1 ' 

. ~lte~ . 
. Mr. Rhodes letter, to actuig 1- · · - · ~ 1c' -

· parole board c h a i r m a n Joe 
P~lmer, stated: I 

'Notwithstapding the fumate's 
good institutional record, . which 
would ordinarily form a y ·oper 
ground for clemency, ~ am 
unable to accept the boarC:'s 1ec· 
ommendation for comm1 ~1:ation 
of his sentence to a les er of· 
fense .. /\ DP -1 · t 1 OKt.J 

"To Edri1rrlute·41i9 sentl l'C:! at 
this time would damage public 
a~ceptance of the principle of 
commutation and parole which · 
is important to proper adminis~ ! 
tration of our penal system." I 
· I:lai is originally frnm Buffalo, l 

._ N. Y ., and has indicated pre· 
Yiously that, if released, M 
would go to Buffalo, where he 
has relatives. 

f'f'th":k "'l')!l 'f- f'"i ,.;; \... ,..... .,_-... -" n. -= - -~ lf'\-r i~ 

theday r2j~~p~e co-nsid-1 -
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Licavoli A,id 
Plans· iPP~f I, ,,,..... 

Rai''~.o~w· fed 
For · 1933 Mu rders 

A member of the old Thomas 
(Yonnie ) Licavoli gang intends 
to appeal his first-degree mur
der conviction to the Sixth Dis
trict Court of Appeals and wants 
the court to pay for the proce- · 
dure~..a:> .8t~ ~.3~/3 

John R9J., who was refused a · 
commuted sentence by Gover- , 
nor Rhodes at .the same time 
that the governor reversed his 
decision to commute the life 
sentence of Licavoli last April, 
filed a motion with the appel
late court asking permission to 
proceed as a pauper. · 

Rai says that he has been in 
prison since ·1935 and has only 
$200 in cash. His attorney told 
county officials that Rai wants 
to leave Ohio and live with rela
tives in Buffalo, N.Y., if his ap-

. peal ~ucceeds . nt-/ ~t-1(,'-r 
Ra1 s brother, Salvatore p· · 

reportedly has 'taken over as 
boss of the Buffalo underworld. 
Rai 's sister, Elsie, is married to 
Joseph Di Carlo, Pieri's chief 
adviser. 

Rai also asked the appeals 
c?urt .to send him transcripts of 
his tnal, the Licavoli trial and 
the trial of another henchman 
Ralph Carsello. All are serving 
life prison terms for the shoot
ing deaths of four Toledo men in 
1933. 

. I 




