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I have been a history buff for a long time and our first police station is now a military museum. It was
built in the late 1890’s and in those days, there was not a lot of methods in place to track criminals. The
Bureau of Investigation (forerunner of the FBI) kept a certain amount of criminal history information but
for the most part, the major metropolitan departments had some form of Identification Bureau. At the
time, my city was as big as Kansas City and we had one of the best Bureaus in the Midwest.
Departments like yours often issued their own circulars which were basically wanted posters with the
prints, picture and a brief description and how to collect any reward. Some departments advertised in
detective magazines and some printed their own newspaper that would contain articles and wanted
persons information. A lot of this material did not survive over the years and ended up getting thrown
away long ago.
Our department moved from the original building to another “new” police station in 1938 and by that
time a lot of the records had been modernized. Our original fingerprint cards and wanted posters were
stored in the basement of the new building and remained there for a long time with little use of the old
files. We know that there was some occasional flooding issues and there was a certain amount of these
old records that got thrown away due to water damage. In 1986, we moved into our current building
and at the time the department gave a lot of old items to the local museum (mainly guns, knives and old
badges that used to be on display at the station) and there was a lot of paperwork that was thrown
away. We were led to believe that all of the really old paperwork had been destroyed. We had all of
the original arrest books which were leather bound and the kept them and stored them in the new
building. They had a lot of handwritten reports that supposedly could not be thrown away for a certain
number of years that could not be stored at the new building due to a lack of space.
Anyway, since 1986, there has been an off‐site storage area that we though had old records from the
1970’s and early 1980’s. Last year when we went through our budget line by line trying to cut
unnecessary expenses, we asked why we had been paying for this storage for all these years and there
had only been a few rare instances that we even went out to it. We decided to clean out the storage
locker and in the back, we located 60 copier paper size boxes taped shut with no markings. When we
went through them, we found they contained fingerprint cards and old wanted posters from 1905
through 1971, which is how we came across the card that I have to send to you.
I will also let you know that these were not filed the way you and I might do now days. These were not
done alphabetically, rather they were filed by your fingerprint classification which was typically
handwritten at the top right corner of the card (the card I am sending has this written in pencil). When
you brought someone in back in those days, you printed them, then classified their prints, then checked
them against everyone you had a file on with that fingerprint classification to try and figure out who you
had and if they were wanted. We lost that ability for a long time when you think about it and its only
now days with live‐scan fingerprint machines are we getting close to being back to the point of taking
their fingerprints and knowing who they actually are in a short time frame based on their prints.
It was kind of neat in what we found (original FBI wanted posters for Dillinger, Pretty Boy Floyd, Baby
Face Nelson, etc.), and wanted posters from various cities. We also found letters sent from one Chief of
Police to another and a wide variety of fingerprint cards from various law enforcement agencies (they
used to send these back and forth between departments). It took a couple of months to sort this stuff
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out into the various types and departments and the first thing I have been working on is getting the line of duty
death materials back to the original departments. We don’t have the staff to handle this large amount of
material so I have been working on it off duty as time permits. I have been working with the National Memorial
in D.C. to get a copy of all this in the individual officers file and I will also be sending them any duplicates and any
wanted posters that the original departments preferred that the poster be donated to the national memorial.
One last note, I would not display the original due to fading issues. I would recommend that you scan this on a
color flatbed scanner at 300 dpi or higher and then reprint it in color and display the copy. This should go out in
the mail tomorrow, please let me know when you get it.
Thanks,
Larry Stobbs
Sergeant
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Prohibition in the United States was a nationwide constitutional ban on
the production, importation, transportation and sale of alcoholic beverages
that remained in place from 1920 to 1933. It was promoted by the "dry"
crusaders, a movement led by rural Protestants and social Progressives in
the Prohibition, Democratic and Republican parties. It gained a national
grass roots base through the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. After
1900 it was coordinated by the Anti-Saloon League. Prohibition was
mandated in state after state, then finally nationwide under the Eighteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1920. Enabling legislation,
known as the Volstead Act, set down the rules for enforcing the ban and
defined the types of alcoholic beverages that were prohibited. For example,
religious uses of wine were allowed. Private ownership and consumption of
alcohol were not made illegal under federal law; however, in many areas,
local laws were stricter, with some states banning possession outright. In
the 1920s the laws were widely disregarded, and tax revenues were lost.
Their opposition mobilized and nationwide, Prohibition ended with the
ratification of the Twenty-first Amendment, which repealed the Eighteenth
Amendment, on December 5, 1933. Some states continued statewide
prohibition.

Detroit police inspecting equipment
found in a clandestine brewery during
the Prohibition era

Prohibition marked one of the last stages of the Progressive Era. During the
19th century, alcoholism, family violence, and saloon-based political
corruption led activists, led by pietistic Protestants, to end the liquor (and
beer) trade to cure the ill society and weaken the political opposition. Among
other things, this led many communities in the late 19th and early 20th century
to introduce alcohol prohibition, with the subsequent enforcement in law
becoming a hotly debated issue. Prohibition supporters, called drys, presented
it as a victory for public morals and health. Anti-prohibitionists, known as
wets, criticized the alcohol ban as an intrusion of mainly rural Protestant
ideals on a central aspect of urban, immigrant, and Catholic life. Although
popular opinion believes that Prohibition failed, it succeeded in cutting overall
alcohol consumption in half during the 1920s, and consumption remained
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below pre-Prohibition levels until the 1940s, suggesting that Prohibition did
Every Day Will Be Sunday When
socialize a significant proportion of the population in temperate habits, at least
the Town Goes Dry (1918-1919)
temporarily.[1] Some researchers contend that its political failure is attributable
more to a changing historical context than to characteristics of the law itself.[2]
Criticism remains that Prohibition led to unintended consequences such as the growth of urban crime organizations
and a century of Prohibition-influenced legislation. As an experiment it lost supporters every year, and lost tax
revenue that governments needed when the Great Depression began in 1929.[3]
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Histor y
The U.S. Senate proposed the Eighteenth Amendment on December 18, 1917. Upon being approved by a 36th
state on January 16, 1919, the amendment was ratified as a part of the Constitution. By the terms of the
amendment, the country went dry one year later, on January 17, 1920.[4][5]
On November 18, 1918, prior to ratification of the Eighteenth Amendment, the U.S. Congress passed the
temporary Wartime Prohibition Act, which banned the sale of alcoholic beverages having an alcohol content of
greater than 2.75%.[6] (This act, which had been intended to save grain for the war effort, was passed after the
armistice ending World War I was signed on November 11, 1918.) The Wartime Prohibition Act took effect June
30, 1919, with July 1, 1919, becoming known as the "Thirsty-First".[7][8]
On October 28, 1919, Congress passed the Volstead Act, the popular name for the National Prohibition Act, over
President Woodrow Wilson's veto. The act established the legal definition of intoxicating liquors as well as
penalties for producing them.[9] Although the Volstead Act prohibited the sale of alcohol, the federal government
lacked resources to enforce it. By 1925, in New York City alone, there were anywhere from 30,000 to 100,000
speakeasy clubs.[10]
While Prohibition was successful in reducing the amount of liquor consumed, it stimulated the proliferation of
rampant underground, organized and widespread criminal activity.[11] Many were astonished and disenchanted
with the rise of spectacular gangland crimes (such as Chicago's Saint Valentine's Day Massacre in 1929), when
prohibition was supposed to reduce crime. Prohibition lost its advocates one by one, while the wet opposition
talked of personal liberty, new tax revenues from legal beer and liquor, and the scourge of organized crime.[12]
On March 22, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt signed into law the Cullen–Harrison Act, legalizing beer with an
alcohol content of 3.2% (by weight) and wine of a similarly low alcohol content. On December 5, 1933,
ratification of the Twenty-first Amendment repealed the Eighteenth Amendment. However, United States federal
law still prohibits the manufacture of distilled spirits without meeting numerous licensing requirements that make
it impractical to produce spirits for personal beverage use.[13]
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Consumption of alcoholic beverages has been a contentious topic in
America since the colonial period. In May 1657, the General Court of
Massachusetts made the sale of strong liquor "whether known by the name
of rum, whisky, wine, brandy, etc." to the Indians illegal.[14]
In general, informal social controls in the home and community helped
maintain the expectation that the abuse of alcohol was unacceptable.
"Drunkenness was condemned and punished, but only as an abuse of a
God-given gift. Drink itself was not looked upon as culpable, any more
than food deserved blame for the sin of gluttony. Excess was a personal
indiscretion."[15] When informal controls failed, there were legal options.

The Drunkard's Progress: A
lithograph by Nathaniel Currier
supporting the temperance movement,
January 1846

Shortly after the United States obtained independence, the Whiskey
Rebellion took place in western Pennsylvania in protest of governmentimposed taxes on whiskey. Although the taxes were primarily levied to
help pay down the newly formed national debt, it also received support from some social reformers, who hoped a
"sin tax" would raise public awareness about the harmful effects of alcohol.[16] The whiskey tax was repealed after
Thomas Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party, which opposed the Federalist Party of Alexander Hamilton and
George Washington, came to power in 1800.[17]
Benjamin Rush, one of the foremost physicians of the late eighteenth century, believed in moderation rather than
prohibition. In his treatise, "The Inquiry into the Effects of Ardent Spirits upon the Human Body and Mind"
(1784), Rush argued that the excessive use of alcohol was injurious to physical and psychological health, labeling
drunkenness as a disease.[18] Apparently influenced by Rush's widely discussed belief, about 200 farmers in a
Connecticut community formed a temperance association in 1789. Similar associations were formed in Virginia in
1800 and New York in 1808.[19] Within a decade, other temperance groups had formed in eight states, some of
them being statewide organizations. The words of Rush and other early temperance reformers served to
dichotomize the use of alcohol for men and women. While men enjoyed drinking and often considered it vital to
their health, women who began to embrace the ideology of "true motherhood" refrained from consumption of
alcohol. Middle-class women, who were considered the moral authorities of their households, consequently
rejected the drinking of alcohol, which they believed to be a threat to the home.[19] In 1830, on average, Americans
consumed 1.7 bottles of hard liquor per week, three times the amount consumed in 2010.[11]
The 1898 Congressional Record, when reporting on a proposed tax on distilled spirits (H.R. 10253), noted that the
relationship between populations, tax on distilled spirits (made from things other than fruit), and consumption was
thus: (The Aggregates are grouped by tax rate)
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Percent of tax (tax
Population
per gallon)

Aggregate of
population

Aggregate gallons
consumed

Per capita
consumed

Revenue

1860 None

31,443,321 31,443,231

83,904,285

2.86

None

1864 $0.20

34,046,000 34,046,000

85,295,393

2.57

17,059,792

1865 2.00

34,748,000 125,575,875

37,979,104

0.3

75,958,208

1866 2.00

35,469,000

1867 2.00

36,211,000

1868 2.00

36,973,000

1868 0.50

36,973,000 154,652,000

278,099,810

1.79

139,049,905

1869 0.50

37,758,000

1870 0.50

38,558,000

1871 0.50

39,555,000

1872 0.50

40,596,000

1872 0.70

40,596,000 102,000,000

168,444,000

1.65

117,900,800

1873 0.70

41,677,000

1874 0.70

42,796,000

1875 0.70

43,951,000

1875 0.9

43,951,000 1,836,832

1,412,997,777

1.27

1,271,697,997

1876 0.9

45,137,000

1877 0.9

46,353,000

1878 0.9

47,998,000

1879 0.9

48,866,000

1880 0.9

50,155,783

1881 0.9

51,316,000

1882 0.9

52,495,000

1883 0.9

53,693,000

1884 0.9

54,911,000

1885 0.9

56,148,000

1886 0.9

57,404,000

1887 0.9

58,080,000

1888 0.9

59,947,000

1889 0.9

61,289,000

1890 0.9

62,622,000

1891 0.9

63,975,000

1892 0.9

65,403,000

1893 0.9

66,826,000

1894 0.9

68,275,000

1895 0.9

69,753,000

1895 1.1

69,753,000 110,615,275

115,104,612

0.95

121,676,802
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71,263,000

Development of the prohibition movement
The American Temperance Society (ATS), formed in 1826, helped initiate the first
temperance movement and served as a foundation for many later groups. By 1835
the ATS had reached 1.5 million members, with women constituting 35% to 60%
of its chapters.[20]
The Prohibition movement, also known as the dry crusade, continued in the 1840s,
spearheaded by pietistic religious denominations, especially the Methodists. The
late nineteenth century saw the temperance movement broaden its focus from
abstinence to include all behavior and institutions related to alcohol consumption.
Preachers such as Reverend Mark A. Matthews linked liquor-dispensing saloons
with political corruption.[21]
Some successes were achieved in the 1850s, including the Maine law, adopted in
1851, which banned the manufacture and sale of liquor. However, it was repealed
in 1856. The temperance movement lost strength and was marginalized during the
American Civil War (1861–1865).

"Who does not love wine,
wife and song, will be a fool
for his lifelong!" Intended as
an assertion of the cultural
values of German-Americans
in 1873

Following the war, the dry crusade was revived by the national Prohibition Party,
founded in 1869, and the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), founded
in 1873. The WCTU advocated the prohibition of alcohol as a method for
preventing, through education, abuse from alcoholic husbands.[22] WCTU
members believed that if their organization could reach children with its
message, it could create a dry sentiment leading to prohibition. Frances
Willard, the second president of the WCTU, held that the aims of the
organization were to create a "union of women from all denominations, for
the purpose of educating the young, forming a better public sentiment,
reforming the drinking classes, transforming by the power of Divine grace
those who are enslaved by alcohol, and removing the dram-shop from our
streets by law".[23] While still denied universal voting privileges, women in
the WCTU followed Frances Willard's "Do Everything" doctrine and used
temperance as a method of entering into politics and furthering other
progressive issues such as prison reform and labor laws.[24]
This 1902 illustration from the
In 1881 Kansas became the first state to outlaw alcoholic beverages in its
Constitution. Carrie Nation gained notoriety for enforcing the state's ban on
alcohol consumption by walking into saloons, scolding customers, and
using her hatchet to destroy bottles of liquor. Nation recruited ladies into
the Carrie Nation Prohibition Group, which she also led. While Nation's
vigilante techniques were rare, other activists enforced the dry cause by
entering saloons, singing, praying, and urging saloonkeepers to
stop selling alcohol.[25] Other dry states, especially those in the
South, enacted prohibition legislation, as did individual
counties within a state.
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Hawaiian Gazette newspaper
humorously illustrates the AntiSaloon League and the Women's
Christian Temperance Union's
campaign against the producers and
sellers of beers in Hawaii.

"Save A Little Dram For Me"
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Court cases also debated the subject of prohibition. While some
cases ruled in opposition, the general tendency was toward
support. In Mugler v. Kansas (1887), Justice Harlan commented: "We cannot shut out of view the fact, within the
knowledge of all, that the public health, the public morals, and the public safety, may be endangered by the general
use of intoxicating drinks; nor the fact established by statistics accessible to every one, that the idleness, disorder,
pauperism and crime existing in the country, are, in some degree...traceable to this evil."[26] In support of
prohibition, Crowley v. Christensen (1890), remarked: "The statistics of every state show a greater amount of crime
and misery attributable to the use of ardent spirits obtained at these retail liquor saloons than to any other
source."[26]

Proliferation of neighborhood saloons in the post-Civil War era became a phenomenon of an increasingly
industrialized, urban workforce. Workingmen's bars were popular social gathering places from the workplace and
home life. The brewing industry was actively involved in establishing saloons as a lucrative consumer base in their
business chain. Saloons were more often than not linked to a specific brewery, where the saloonkeeper's operation
was financed by a brewer and contractually obligated to sell the brewer's product to the exclusion of competing
brands. A saloon's business model often included the offer of a free lunch, where the bill of fare commonly
consisting of heavily salted food meant to induce thirst and the purchase of drink.[27] During the Progressive Era
(1890–1920), hostility toward saloons and their political influence became widespread, with the Anti-Saloon
League superseding the Prohibition Party and the Woman's Christian Temperance Union as the most influential
advocate of prohibition, after these latter two groups expanded their efforts to support other social reform issues,
such as women's suffrage, onto their prohibition platform.
Prohibition was an important force in state and local politics from the 1840s through the 1930s. Numerous
historical studies demonstrated that the political forces involved were ethnoreligious.[28] Prohibition was supported
by the dries, primarily pietistic Protestant denominations that included Methodists, Northern Baptists, Southern
Baptists, New School Presbyterians, Disciples of Christ, Congregationalists, Quakers, and Scandinavian Lutherans,
but also included the Catholic Total Abstinence Union of America and, to a certain extent, the Latter-day Saints.
These religious groups identified saloons as politically corrupt and drinking as a personal sin. Other active
organizations included the Women's Church Federation, the Women's Temperance Crusade, and the Department of
Scientific Temperance Instruction. They were opposed by the wets, primarily liturgical Protestants (Episcopalians
and German Lutherans) and Roman Catholics, who denounced the idea that the government should define
morality.[29] Even in the wet stronghold of New York City there was an active prohibition movement, led by
Norwegian church groups and African-American labor activists who believed that prohibition would benefit
workers, especially African Americans. Tea merchants and soda fountain manufacturers generally supported
prohibition, believing a ban on alcohol would increase sales of their products.[30] A particularly effective operator
on the political front was Wayne Wheeler of the Anti-Saloon League, who made Prohibition a wedge issue and
succeeded in getting many pro-prohibition candidates elected. Wheeler became known as the "dry boss" because of
his influence and power.[31]
Prohibition represented a conflict between urban and rural values emerging in the United States. Given the mass
influx of migrants to the urban centers of the United States, many individuals within the prohibition movement
associated the crime and morally corrupt behavior of American cities with their large, immigrant populations.
Saloons frequented by immigrants in these cities were often frequented by politicians who wanted to obtain the
immigrants' votes in exchange for favors such as job offers, legal assistance, and food baskets. Thus, saloons were
seen as a breeding ground for political corruption.[32]
In a backlash to the emerging reality of a changing American demographic, many prohibitionists subscribed to the
doctrine of nativism, in which they endorsed the notion that America was made great as a result of its white AngloSaxon ancestry. This belief fostered resentments towards urban immigrant communities, who typically argued in
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States
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favor of abolishing prohibition.[33] Additionally, nativist sentiments were
part of a larger process of Americanization taking place during the same
time period.[34]
Two other amendments to the
Constitution were championed by
dry crusaders to help their cause.
One was granted in the Sixteenth
Amendment (1913), which replaced
alcohol taxes that funded the federal
Governor James P. Goodrich signs the
government with a federal income
Indiana Prohibition act, 1917.
tax.[35] The other was women's
suffrage, which was granted after the passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment in 1920; since women tended to support prohibition,
temperance organizations tended to support women's suffrage.[35]
In the presidential election of 1916, the Democratic incumbent, Woodrow
Wilson, and the Republican candidate, Charles Evans Hughes, ignored the
prohibition issue, as did both parties' political platforms. Democrats and
Republicans had strong wet and dry factions, and the election was expected
to be close, with neither candidate wanting to alienate any part of his
political base.

Political cartoon criticizing the

In January 1917, the 65th Congress convened, in which the dries
alliance between the prohibition and
outnumbered the wets by 140 to 64 in the Democratic Party and 138 to 62
women's suffrage movements. The
among Republicans. With America's declaration of war against Germany in
genii of Prohibition emerges from a
April, German Americans, a major force against prohibition, were sidelined
bottle labelled "intolerance".
and their protests subsequently ignored. In addition, a new justification for
prohibition arose: prohibiting the production of alcoholic beverages would
allow more resources—especially grain that would otherwise be used to make alcohol—to be devoted to the war
effort. While wartime prohibition was a spark for the movement,[36] World War I ended before nationwide
Prohibition was enacted.
A resolution calling for a Constitutional amendment to accomplish nationwide Prohibition was introduced in
Congress and passed by both houses in December 1917. By January 16, 1919, the Amendment had been ratified by
36 of the 48 states needed to assure it passage into law. Eventually, only two of those states—Connecticut and
Rhode Island—opted out of ratifying it.[37][38] On October 28, 1919, Congress passed enabling legislation, known
as the Volstead Act, to enforce the Eighteenth Amendment when it went into effect in 1920.
Star t of national prohibition (J anuar y 1920)
Prohibition began on January 16, 1920, when the Eighteenth Amendment went into effect. A total of 1,520 Federal
Prohibition agents (police) were tasked with enforcement.
Supporters of the Amendment soon became confident that it would not be repealed. One of its creators, Senator
Morris Sheppard, joked that "there is as much chance of repealing the Eighteenth Amendment as there is for a
humming-bird to fly to the planet Mars with the Washington Monument tied to its tail."[39]
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At the same time, songs emerged decrying the act. After Edward, Prince of
Wales, returned to the United Kingdom following his tour of Canada in
1919, he recounted to his father, King George V, a ditty he had heard at a
border town:
Four and twenty Yankees, feeling very dry,
Went across the border to get a drink of rye.
When the rye was opened, the Yanks began to sing,
"God bless America, but God save the King!"[40]
Prohibition became highly controversial among medical professionals,
because alcohol was widely prescribed by the era's physicians for
therapeutic purposes. Congress held hearings on the medicinal value of
beer in 1921. Subsequently, physicians across the country lobbied for the
repeal of Prohibition as it applied to medicinal liquors.[41] From 1921 to
1930, doctors earned about $40 million for whiskey prescriptions.[42]
The Defender Of The 18th
Amendment. From Klansmen:
Guardians of Liberty published by the
Pillar of Fire Church

1919 Budweiser ad, announcing their
reformulation of Budweiser as
required under the Act, ready for sale
by 1920.

While the manufacture, importation, sale, and transport of alcohol was
illegal in the United States, Section 29 of the Volstead Act allowed wine
and cider to be made from fruit at home, but not beer. Up to 200 gallons of
wine and cider per year could be made, and some vineyards grew grapes
for home use. The Act did not
prohibit consumption of alcohol.
Many people stockpiled wines and
liquors for their personal use in the
latter part of 1919 before sales of
alcoholic beverages became illegal
in January 1920.
Since alcohol was legal in
neighboring countries, distilleries
Orange County (California) sheriff's
and breweries in Canada, Mexico,
deputies dumping illegal alcohol,
and the Caribbean flourished as
1932
their products were either consumed
by visiting Americans or smuggled
into the United States illegally. The Detroit River, which forms part of the
U.S. border with Canada, was notoriously difficult to control, especially
rum-running in Windsor, Canada. When the U.S. government complained
to the British that American law was being undermined by officials in
Nassau, Bahamas, the head of the British Colonial Office refused to
intervene.[43] Winston Churchill believed that Prohibition was "an affront to
the whole history of mankind".[44]

Three federal agencies were assigned the task of enforcing the Volstead Act: the U.S. Coast Guard Office of Law
Enforcement,[45][46] the U.S. Treasury's IRS Bureau of Prohibition,[47][48] and the U.S. Department of Justice
Bureau of Prohibition.[49][50]

Bootlegging and hoar ding old supplies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States
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As early as 1925, journalist H. L. Mencken believed that Prohibition was
not working.[51] "Prohibition worked best when directed at its primary
target: the working-class poor."[52] Historian Lizabeth Cohen writes: "A
rich family could have a cellar-full of liquor and get by, it seemed, but if a
poor family had one bottle of home-brew, there would be trouble."[53]
Working-class people were inflamed by the fact that their employers could
dip into a private cache while they, the employees, could not.[54]
Before the Eighteenth Amendment went into effect in January 1920, many
of the upper classes stockpiled alcohol for legal home consumption after
Prohibition began. They bought the inventories of liquor retailers and
wholesalers, emptying out their warehouses, saloons, and club storerooms.
President Woodrow Wilson moved his own supply of alcoholic beverages
to his Washington residence after his term of office ended. His successor,
Warren G. Harding, relocated his own large supply into the White House
after inauguration.[55][56]
In October 1930, just two weeks before the congressional midterm
elections, bootlegger George Cassiday—"the man in the green hat"—came
forward and told how he had bootlegged for ten years for members of
Congress. One of the few bootleggers ever to tell his story, Cassiday wrote
five front-page articles for The Washington Post, in which he estimated that
80% of congressmen and senators drank. The Democrats in the North were
mostly wets, and in the 1932 election, they made major gains. The wets
argued that prohibition was not stopping crime, and was actually causing
the creation of large-scale, well-funded and well-armed criminal syndicates.
As Prohibition became increasingly unpopular, especially in urban areas, its
repeal was eagerly anticipated.[57]

A policeman with wrecked
automobile and confiscated
moonshine, 1922

Removal of liquor during
Prohibition.

Weak enforcement
One of the main reasons why Prohibition did not proceed smoothly was the
inefficient means of enforcing it. From its inception, the Eighteenth
Amendment lacked legitimacy in the eyes of the public who had previously
been drinkers and law-abiding citizens. In some instances the public viewed
Prohibition laws as "arbitrary and unnecessary", and therefore were willing
A 1933 newsreel about the end of
to break them. Law enforcement found themselves overwhelmed by the rise
Prohibition.
in illegal, wide-scale alcohol distribution. The magnitude of their task was
unexpected and law enforcement agencies lacked the necessary resources.
Additionally, enforcement of the law under the Eighteenth Amendment lacked a centralized authority. Many
attempts to impose Prohibition were deterred due to the lack of transparency between federal and state authorities.
Clergymen were sometimes called upon to form vigilante groups to assist in the enforcement of Prohibition.[58]
Furthermore, American geography contributed to the difficulties in enforcing Prohibition. The varied terrain of
valleys, mountains, lakes, and swamps, as well as the extensive seaways, ports, and borders which the United
States shared with Canada and Mexico made it exceedingly difficult for Prohibition agents to stop bootleggers
given their lack of resources. Ultimately it was recognized with its repeal that the means by which the law was to
be enforced were not pragmatic, and in many cases the legislature did not match the general public opinion.[59]
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The second Ku Klux Klan talked a great deal about denouncing bootleggers and threatened private vigilante action
against known offenders. Despite its large membership in the mid-1920s, it was poorly organized and seldom had
an impact. Indeed, the disgrace of the Klan after 1925 helped disparage any enforcement of Prohibition.[60]
Prohibition was a major blow to the alcoholic beverage industry and its repeal was a step toward the amelioration
of one sector of the economy. An example of this is the case of St. Louis, one of the most important alcohol
producers before prohibition started, who was ready to resume its position in the industry as soon as possible. Its
major brewery had "50,000 barrels" of beer ready for distribution since March 22, 1933, and was the first alcohol
producer to resupply the market; others soon followed. After repeal, stores obtained liquor licenses and restocked
for business. After beer production resumed, thousands of workers found jobs in the industry again.[61]
Prohibition created a black market that competed with the formal economy, which came under pressure when the
Great Depression struck in 1929. State governments urgently needed the tax revenue alcohol sales had generated.
Franklin Roosevelt was elected in 1932 based in part on his promise to end prohibition, which influenced his
support for ratifying the Twenty-first Amendment to repeal Prohibition.[62]

Repeal
Economic urgency played no small part in accelerating the advocacy for repeal. The number of conservatives who
pushed for prohibition in the beginning decreased. Many farmers who fought for prohibition now fought for repeal
because of the negative effects it had on the agriculture business.[63] Prior to the 1920 implementation of the
Volstead Act, approximately 14% of federal, state, and local tax revenues were derived from alcohol commerce.
When the Great Depression hit and tax revenues plunged, the governments needed this revenue stream.[64]
Millions could be made by taxing beer. There was controversy on whether the repeal should be a state or
nationwide decision.[63] On March 22, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt signed an amendment to the Volstead
Act, known as the Cullen–Harrison Act, allowing the manufacture and sale of 3.2% beer (3.2% alcohol by weight,
approximately 4% alcohol by volume) and light wines. The Volstead Act previously defined an intoxicating
beverage as one with greater than 0.5% alcohol.[9] Upon signing the Cullen–Harrison Act, Roosevelt made his
famous remark: "I think this would be a good time for a beer."[65]
The Eighteenth Amendment was repealed on December 5, 1933, with ratification of the Twenty-first Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution. Despite the efforts of Heber J. Grant, president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints, a Utah convention helped ratify the Twenty-first Amendment.[66]

Post-repeal
The Twenty-first Amendment does not prevent states from restricting or banning alcohol; instead, it prohibits
"transportation or importation" of alcohol in "any State, Territory, or Possession of the United States" "in violation
of the laws thereof", thus allowing state and local control of alcohol.[67] There are still numerous dry counties and
townships in the United States that restrict or prohibit liquor sales.[68]
Additionally, many tribal governments prohibit alcohol on Indian reservations. Federal law also prohibits alcohol
on Indian reservations,[69] although this law is currently only enforced when there is a concomitant violation of
local tribal liquor laws.[70]
After its repeal, some former supporters openly admitted failure. For example, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., explained
his view in a 1932 letter:[71]
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Map showing dry (red), wet (blue),
and mixed (yellow) counties in the
United States as of March 2012. (See
List of dry communities by U.S.
state.)

When Prohibition was introduced, I hoped that it would be widely supported by public opinion and the
day would soon come when the evil effects of alcohol would be recognized. I have slowly and
reluctantly come to believe that this has not been the result. Instead, drinking has generally increased;
the speakeasy has replaced the saloon; a vast army of lawbreakers has appeared; many of our best
citizens have openly ignored Prohibition; respect for the law has been greatly lessened; and crime has
increased to a level never seen before.
It is not clear whether Prohibition reduced per-capita consumption of alcohol. Some historians claim that alcohol
consumption in the United States did not exceed pre-Prohibition levels until the 1960s;[72] others claim that alcohol
consumption reached the pre-Prohibition levels several years after its enactment, and have continued to rise.[73]
Cirrhosis of the liver, a symptom of alcoholism, dropped nearly two-thirds during Prohibition.[74][75] In the decades
after Prohibition, any stigma that had been associated with alcohol consumption was erased; according to a Gallup
Poll survey conducted almost every year since 1939, two-thirds of American adults age 18 and older drink
alcohol.[76]
Shortly after World War II, a national opinion survey found that "About one-third of the people of the United
States favor national prohibition." Upon repeal of national prohibition, 18 states continued prohibition at the state
level. The last state, Mississippi, finally dropped it in 1966. Almost two-thirds of all states adopted some form of
local option which enabled residents in political subdivisions to vote for or against local prohibition. Therefore,
despite the repeal of prohibition at the national level, 38% of the nation's population lived in areas with state or
local prohibition.[77]:221

Protestant views
Prohibition in the early to mid-20th century was fueled by the Protestant denominations in the United States.[78]
Generally, Evangelical Protestant denominations encouraged prohibition, while the Mainline Protestant
denominations disapproved of its introduction. However, there were exceptions such as the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod (German Confessional Lutherans).[79] Pietistic churches in the United States (especially Baptist
churches, the Methodists, Presbyterians and Congregationalists) sought to end drinking and the saloon culture
during the Third Party System. Liturgical ("high") churches (Roman Catholic, Episcopal, and German Lutheran)
opposed prohibition laws because they did not want the government to reduce the definition of morality to a
narrow standard or to criminalize the common liturgical practice of using wine.[80]
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Revivalism during the Second Great Awakening and the Third Great Awakening in the mid-to-late 19th century set
the stage for the bond between pietistic Protestantism and prohibition in the United States: "The greater prevalence
of revival religion within a population, the greater support for the Prohibition parties within that population."[81]
Historian Nancy Koester argued that Prohibition was a "victory for progressives and social gospel activists battling
poverty".[82] Prohibition also united progressives and revivalists.[83]
The temperance movement had popularized the belief that alcohol was the major cause of most personal and social
problems and prohibition was seen as the solution to the nation's poverty, crime, violence, and other ills.[84] Upon
ratification of the amendment, the famous evangelist Billy Sunday said that "The slums will soon be only a
memory. We will turn our prisons into factories and our jails into storehouses and corncribs." (Compare
Christianity and alcohol.) Since alcohol was to be banned and since it was seen as the cause of most, if not all,
crimes, some communities sold their jails.[85]
The nation was highly optimistic and the leading prohibitionist in the United States Congress, Senator Morris
Sheppard, confidently asserted that "There is as much chance of repealing the Eighteenth Amendment as there is
for a hummingbird to fly to the planet Mars with the Washington Monument tied to its tail."[86]

Effects of Prohibition
Most economists during the early 20th century were in favor for the enactment of the Eighteenth Amendment.[87]
Simon Patten, one of the leading advocates for prohibition, predicted that prohibition would eventually happen in
the United States for competitive and evolutionary reasons. Yale economics professor Irving Fisher, who was a dry,
wrote extensively about prohibition, including a paper that made an economic case for prohibition.[88] Fisher is
credited with supplying the criteria against which future prohibitions, such as against marijuana, could be
measured, in terms of crime, health, and productivity. For example, "Blue Monday" referred to the hangover
workers experienced after a weekend of binge drinking, resulting in Mondays being a wasted productive day.[89]
But new research has discredited Fisher's research, which was based on uncontrolled experiments; regardless, his
$6 billion figure for the annual gains of Prohibition to the United States continues to be cited.[90]
Making moonshine was an industry in the American South before and after Prohibition. In the 1950s muscle cars
became popular and various roads became known as "Thunder Road" for their use by moonshiners. A popular
ballad was created and the legendary drivers, cars, and routes were depicted on film in Thunder Road.[91][92][93][94]

Rates of consumption dur ing Prohibition
Illegal sales are not officially reported or measured, but there are indirect
estimates using alcohol related deaths and cirrhosis, a liver disease
specifically tied to ongoing alcohol consumption.[95] Scholars estimate that
consumption dropped to a low of about 60% of pre-prohibition levels
around 1925, rising to almost 80% before the law was officially repealed.
After the prohibition was implemented, alcohol continued to be consumed.
However, how much compared to pre-Prohibition levels remains unclear.
Studies examining the rates of cirrhosis deaths as a proxy for alcohol
consumption estimated a decrease in consumption of 10–20%.[96][97][98]
Prohibition-era prescription for
However, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism's studies
whiskey
show clear epidemiological evidence that "overall cirrhosis mortality rates
declined precipitously with the introduction of Prohibition," despite
widespread flouting of the law.[99] One study reviewing city-level drunkenness arrests came to a similar result.[100]
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And, yet another study examining "mortality, mental health and crime statistics" found that alcohol consumption
fell, at first, to approximately 30 percent of its pre-Prohibition level; but, over the next several years, increased to
about 60–70 percent of its pre-prohibition level.[101]
Within a week after Prohibition went into effect, small portable stills were on sale throughout the country.[102]

Or ganized cr ime
Organized crime received a major boost from Prohibition. Mafia groups limited their activities to prostitution,
gambling, and theft until 1920, when organized bootlegging emerged in response to Prohibition.[103] A profitable,
often violent, black market for alcohol flourished. Prohibition provided a financial basis for organized crime to
flourish.[104]
In a study of more than 30 major U.S. cities during the Prohibition years of 1920 and 1921, the number of crimes
increased by 24%. Additionally, theft and burglaries increased by 9%, homicides by 12.7%, assaults and battery
rose by 13%, drug addiction by 44.6%, and police department costs rose by 11.4%. This was largely the result of
"black-market violence" and the diversion of law enforcement resources elsewhere. Despite the Prohibition
movement's hope that outlawing alcohol would reduce crime, the reality was that the Volstead Act led to higher
crime rates than were experienced prior to Prohibition and the establishment of a black market dominated by
criminal organizations.[105] The Saint Valentine's Day Massacre produced seven deaths, considered one of the
deadliest days of mob history.[106]
Furthermore, stronger liquor surged in popularity because its potency made it more profitable to smuggle. To
prevent bootleggers from using industrial ethyl alcohol to produce illegal beverages, the federal government
ordered the poisoning of industrial alcohols. In response, bootleggers hired chemists who successfully renatured
the alcohol to make it drinkable. As a response, the Treasury Department required manufacturers to add more
deadly poisons, including the particularly deadly methyl alcohol. New York City medical examiners prominently
opposed these policies because of the danger to human life. As many as 10,000 people died from drinking
denatured alcohol before Prohibition ended.[107] New York City medical examiner Charles Norris believed the
government took responsibility for murder when they knew the poison was not deterring people and they
continued to poison industrial alcohol (which would be used in drinking alcohol) anyway. Norris remarked: "The
government knows it is not stopping drinking by putting poison in alcohol... [Y]et it continues its poisoning
processes, heedless of the fact that people determined to drink are daily absorbing that poison. Knowing this to be
true, the United States government must be charged with the moral responsibility for the deaths that poisoned
liquor causes, although it cannot be held legally responsible."[107]
Another lethal substance that was often substituted for alcohol was "canned
heat", also commonly known as Sterno. Forcing the substance through a
makeshift filter, such as a handkerchief, created a rough liquor substitute;
however, the result was poisonous, though not often lethal. Many of those
who were poisoned as a result united to sue the government for reparations
after the end of Prohibition.[108]
Making alcohol at home was very common during Prohibition. Stores sold
grape concentrate with warning labels that listed the steps that should be
Al Capone, the Prohibition-era leader
avoided to prevent the juice from fermenting into wine. Some drugstores
of organized crime in Chicago.
sold "medical wine" with around a 22% alcohol content. In order to justify
the sale, the wine was given a medicinal taste.[108] Home-distilled hard
liquor was called bathtub gin in northern cities, and moonshine in rural areas of Virginia, Kentucky, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee. Homebrewing good hard liquor was easier than brewing good
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States

13/22

9/19/2016

Prohibition in the United States - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

beer.[108] Since selling privately distilled alcohol was illegal and bypassed government taxation, law enforcement
officers relentlessly pursued manufacturers.[109] In response, bootleggers modified their cars and trucks by
enhancing the engines and suspensions to make faster vehicles that, they presumed, would improve their chances
of outrunning and escaping agents of the Bureau of Prohibition, commonly called "revenue agents" or "revenuers".
These cars became known as "moonshine runners" or " 'shine runners".[110] Shops were also known to participate
in the underground liquor market, by loading their stocks with ingredients for liquors, including bénédictine,
vermouth, scotch mash, and even ethyl alcohol, which anyone could purchase legally.[111]
Prohibition also had an effect on the music industry in the United States, specifically with jazz. Speakeasies
became very popular, and the Great Depression's migratory effects led to the dispersal of jazz music, from New
Orleans and went north through Chicago and to New York. This led to the development of different styles in
different cities. Its popularity in speakeasies and the emergence of advanced recording technology, jazz's popularity
skyrocketed. It was also at the forefront of the minimal integration efforts going on at the time, as it united mostly
black musicians with mostly white audiences.[112]
Along with other economic effects, the enactment and enforcement of Prohibition caused an increase in resource
costs. During the 1920s the annual budget of the Bureau of Prohibition went from $4.4 million to $13.4 million.
Additionally, the U.S. Coast Guard spent an average of $13 million annually on enforcement of prohibition
laws.[113] These numbers do not take into account the costs to local and state governments.
When Prohibition was repealed in 1933, organized crime lost nearly all of its black market profits from alcohol in
most states, because of competition with legal liquor stores selling alcohol at lower prices. (States still retained the
right to enforce their own state laws concerning alcohol consumption.) Some crime syndicates moved their efforts
into expanding their protection rackets to cover legal liquor sales.[114]

Other effects
As a result of Prohibition, the advancements of industrialization within the
alcoholic beverage industry were essentially reversed. Large-scale alcohol
producers were shut down, for the most part, and some individual citizens
took it upon themselves to produce alcohol illegally, essentially reversing
the efficiency of mass-producing and retailing alcoholic beverages. Closing
the country's manufacturing plants and taverns also resulted in an economic
downturn for the industry. While the Eighteenth Amendment did not have
this effect on the industry due to its failure to define an "intoxicating"
beverage, the Volstead Act's definition of 0.5% or more alcohol by volume
shut down the brewers, who expected to continue to produce beer of
moderate strength.[115]

Men and women drinking beer at a
bar in Raceland, Louisiana,
September 1938. Pre-Prohibition
saloons were mostly male
establishments; post-Prohibition bars
catered to both males and females.

As saloons died out, public drinking lost much of its macho connotation,
resulting in increased social acceptance of women drinking in the semipublic environment of the speakeasies. This new norm established women
as a notable new target demographic for alcohol marketeers, who sought to
expand their clientele.[115] Women thus found their way into the bootlegging business, with some discovering that
they could make a living by selling alcohol with a minimal likelihood of suspicion by law enforcement.[116] Before
prohibition, women who drank publicly in saloons or taverns, especially outside of urban centers like Chicago or
New York, were seen as immoral or were likely to be prostitutes.[117]
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In 1930 the Prohibition Commissioner estimated that in 1919, the year before the Volstead Act became law, the
average drinking American spent $17 per year on alcoholic beverages. By 1930, because enforcement diminished
the supply, spending had increased to $35 per year (there was no inflation in this period). The result was an illegal
alcohol beverage industry that made an average of $3 billion per year in illegal untaxed income.[118]
Heavy drinkers and alcoholics were among the most affected groups during Prohibition. Those who were
determined to find liquor could still do so, but those who saw their drinking habits as destructive typically had
difficulty in finding the help they sought. Self-help societies had withered away along with the alcohol industry. In
1935 a new self-help group called Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) was founded.[115]
Prohibition had a notable effect on the alcohol brewing industry in the United States. Wine historians note that
Prohibition destroyed what was a fledgling wine industry in the United States. Productive, wine-quality grapevines
were replaced by lower-quality vines that grew thicker-skinned grapes, which could be more easily transported.
Much of the institutional knowledge was also lost as winemakers either emigrated to other wine producing
countries or left the business altogether.[119] Distilled spirits became more popular during Prohibition.[108] Because
of its higher alcohol content in comparison to fermented wine and beer, it became common to mix and dilute the
hard alcohol.[108]
Winemaking dur ing Prohibition
The Volstead Act specifically allowed individual farmers to make certain wines "on the legal fiction that it was a
non-intoxicating fruit-juice for home consumption",[120] and many did so. Enterprising grape farmers produced
liquid and semi-solid grape concentrates, often called "wine bricks" or "wine blocks".[121] This demand led
California grape growers to increase their land under cultivation by about 700% during the first five years of
Prohibition. The grape concentrate was sold with a warning: "After dissolving the brick in a gallon of water, do not
place the liquid in a jug away in the cupboard for twenty days, because then it would turn into wine".[15]
The Volstead Act allowed the sale of sacramental wine to priests and ministers, and allowed rabbis to approve sales
of sacramental wine to individuals for Sabbath and holiday use at home. Among Jews, four rabbinical groups were
approved, which led to some competition for membership, since the supervision of sacramental licenses could be
used to secure donations to support a religious institution. There were known abuses in this system, with imposters
or unauthorized agents using loopholes to purchase wine.[35][122]

See also
Cultural and religious foundation
Timothy Shay Arthur
Bootleggers and Baptists
Ethnocultural politics in the United States
Christianity and alcohol
Teetotalism
Women's suffrage in the United States
Controlled substances
Beer in the United States
Ethanol
Moonshine

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States

Legal foundation
Drug prohibition
Dry county
Dry state
Webb-Kenyon Act
Legal drinking age
Prohibition
Prohibition in Canada
Repeal of Prohibition
Rocco Perri

15/22

9/19/2016

Saint Valentine's Day Massacre - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Saint Valentine's Day Massacre
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Saint Valentine's Day Massacre is the name given to the
1929 murder of seven men of the North Side Irish gang during
the Prohibition Era.[1] It resulted from the struggle – between the
Irish American gang and the South Side Italian gang led by Al
Capone – to take control of organized crime in Chicago.[2]
Former members of the Egan's Rats gang were suspected of a
significant role in the incident, assisting Capone.
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St. Valentine's Day Massacre
Location

Warehouse at Dickens and Clark in
Lincoln Park, Chicago, Illinois,
United States

Attack type Massacre
Weapons

Two Thompson submachine guns
Two shotguns

Deaths

7 (Five members of the North Side
Gang, and two others)

Perpetrators Chicago Outfit
Egan's Rats
Participant 4 (all unidentified)

Histor y
At 10:30 a.m on February 14, 1929, seven men were murdered at the garage at 2122 North Clark Street, in the
Lincoln Park neighborhood of Chicago's North Side. They were shot by four men using weapons that included two
Thompson submachine guns. Two of the shooters were dressed as uniformed policemen, while the others wore
suits, ties, overcoats and hats. Witnesses saw the "police" leading the other men at gunpoint out of the garage after
the shooting.
The victims included five members of George "Bugs" Moran's North Side Gang. Moran's second-in-command,
Albert Kachellek (alias James Clark), was killed along with Adam Heyer, the gang's bookkeeper and business
manager, Albert Weinshank, who managed several cleaning and dyeing operations for Moran, and gang enforcers
Frank Gusenberg and Peter Gusenberg. Two collaborators were also shot: Reinhardt H. Schwimmer, a former
optician turned gambler and gang associate, and John May, an occasional mechanic for the Moran gang.
When real Chicago police officers arrived at the scene, one of the victims, Frank Gusenberg was still alive. He was
taken to the hospital, where doctors stabilized him for a short time. Police tried to question Gusenberg. Asked who
shot him, Gusenberg, who had sustained fourteen bullet wounds, replied "No one shot me." He died three hours
later.[3]
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The massacre was allegedly planned by the organization led by Al Capone to eliminate George "Bugs" Moran, the
boss of the long-established North Side Gang. The former boss of the North Side Gang, Dion O'Banion, had been
murdered by four gunmen in his flower shop on North State Street in 1924.[4] After the murder of O'Banion, each
successive leader of the North Siders was also killed, allegedly by various members or associates of the Capone
organization.
Several factors contributed to the timing of the plan to kill George "Bugs" Moran. Earlier in the year, North Sider
Frank Gusenberg and his brother Peter unsuccessfully attempted to murder Jack McGurn. The North Side Gang's
was complicit in the murders of Pasqualino "Patsy" Lolordo and Antonio "The Scourge" Lombardo. Both had been
presidents of the Unione Siciliana, the local Mafia, and close associates of Capone. Moran and Capone had been
vying for control of the lucrative Chicago bootlegging trade, and Bugs Moran had been moving in on several of
Capone's enterprises. Moran was muscling in on a Capone-run dog track in the Chicago suburbs and he had taken
over several saloons that were run by Capone, insisting they were in his territory.
The plan was to lure Bugs Moran to the SMC Cartage warehouse on North Clark Street on February 14, 1929. The
intent was to kill Moran, and perhaps two or three of his lieutenants. It is usually assumed that the North Siders
were lured to the garage with the promise of a stolen, cut-rate shipment of whiskey, supplied by Detroit's Purple
Gang, which was associated with Capone. The Gusenberg brothers were supposed to drive two empty trucks to
Detroit that day to pick up two loads of stolen Canadian whiskey. All of the victims, with the exception of John
May, were dressed in their best clothes, as was customary for the North Siders and other gangsters at the time.
On St. Valentine's Day, most of the Moran gang had already arrived at the warehouse by approximately 10:30 AM.
Moran was not there, having left his Parkway Hotel apartment late. As Moran and one of his men, Ted Newberry,
approached the rear of the warehouse from a side street, they saw a police car approach the building. They
immediately turned and retraced their steps, going to a nearby coffee shop. They encountered another gang
member, Henry Gusenberg, on the street. Henry was warned and turned back. Willie Marks, also a North Side
Gang member, spotted the police car on his way to the garage. He ducked into a doorway and jotted down the
license number before leaving the neighborhood.
Capone's lookouts likely mistook one of Moran's men for Moran himself – probably Albert Weinshank, who was
the same height and build. That morning the physical similarity between the two men was enhanced by their dress:
both happened to be wearing the same color overcoats and hats. Witnesses outside the garage saw a Cadillac sedan
pull to a stop in front of the garage. Four men, two dressed in police uniform, emerged and walked inside. The two
fake police officers, carrying shotguns, entered the rear portion of the garage and found members of Moran's gang
and two gang collaborators, Reinhart Schwimmer and John May, who was fixing one of the trucks. The "police
officers" then ordered the men to line up against the wall.
The two "police officers" then signaled to the pair in civilian clothes who had accompanied them. Two of the
killers opened fire with Thompson sub-machine guns, one with a 20-round box magazine and the other a 50-round
drum. They were thorough, spraying their victims left and right, even continuing to fire after all seven had hit the
floor. The seven men were ripped apart in the volley. Two shotgun blasts afterward all but obliterated the faces of
John May and James Clark, according to the coroner's report.
To give the appearance that everything was under control, the men in street clothes came out with their hands up,
prodded by the two uniformed police officers. Inside the garage, the only survivors in the warehouse were Highball
(May's dog) and Frank Gusenberg. Despite fourteen bullet wounds, he was still conscious, but died three hours
later, refusing to utter a word about the identities of the killers. The Valentine's Massacre set off a public outcry
that posed a problem for all mob bosses.[5]

Victims
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Peter Gusenberg, a frontline enforcer for the Moran organizations.
Frank Gusenberg, the brother of Peter Gusenberg and also an enforcer.
Albert Kachellek (alias "James Clark"), Moran's second-in-command.
Adam Heyer, the bookkeeper and business manager of the Moran gang.
Reinhardt Schwimmer, an optician who had abandoned his practice to gamble on horse racing and associated
with the gang.
Albert Weinshank, who managed several cleaning and dyeing operations for Moran. His resemblance to
Moran, including the clothes he was wearing, is what allegedly set the massacre in motion before Moran
actually arrived.[6]
John May, an occasional car mechanic for the Moran gang.[6]

Investigation
Since it was common knowledge that Moran was hijacking Capone's Detroit-based liquor shipments, police
focused their attention on Detroit's predominantly Jewish Purple Gang. Mug shots of Purple members George
Lewis, Eddie Fletcher, Phil Keywell and his younger brother Harry, were picked out by landladies Mrs. Doody and
Mrs. Orvidson, who had taken in three men as roomers ten days before the massacre; their rooming houses were
directly across the street from the Clark Street garage. Later, these women wavered in their identification, and
Fletcher, Lewis, and Harry Keywell were all questioned and cleared by Chicago Police. Nevertheless, the Keywell
brothers (and by extension the Purple Gang) would remain ensnared in the massacre case for all time. Many also
believed what the killers wanted them to believe – that the police did it.
February 22, police were called to the scene of a garage fire on Wood Street where a 1927 Cadillac Sedan was
found disassembled and partially burned. It was determined that the car had been used by the killers. The engine
number was traced to a Michigan Avenue dealer, who had sold the car to a James Morton of Los Angeles. The
garage had been rented by a man calling himself Frank Rogers, who gave his address as 1859 West North Avenue
– which happened to be the address of the Circus Café, operated by Claude Maddox, a former St. Louis gangster
with ties to the Capone organization, the Purple Gang, and a St. Louis gang called Egan's Rats. Police could not
turn up any information about persons named James Morton or Frank Rogers. But they had a definite lead on one
of the killers. Just minutes before the killings, a truck driver named Elmer Lewis had turned a corner only a block
away from 2122 North Clark and sideswiped what he took to be a police car. He told police later that he stopped
immediately but was waved away by the uniformed driver, whom he noticed was missing a front tooth. The same
description of the car's driver was also given by the president of the Board of Education, H. Wallace Caldwell, who
had also witnessed the accident. Police knew that this description could be none other than a former member of
Egan's Rats, Fred 'Killer' Burke; Burke and a close companion, James Ray, were well known to wear police
uniforms whenever on a robbery spree. Burke was also a fugitive, under indictment for robbery and murder in
Ohio. Police also suggested that Joseph Lolordo could have been one of the killers, because of his brother
Pasqualino's recent murder by the North Side Gang.
Police then announced that they suspected Capone gunmen John Scalise and Albert Anselmi, as well as Jack
McGurn himself, and Frank Rio, a Capone bodyguard. Police eventually charged McGurn and Scalise with the
massacre. John Scalise, along with Anselmi and Joseph 'Hop Toad' Giunta, were murdered by Capone in May
1929, after Capone learned about their plan to kill him, and before he went to trial. The murder charges against
Jack McGurn were finally dropped because of a lack of evidence, and he was just charged with a violation of the
Mann Act: he took his girlfriend, Louise Rolfe, who was also the main witness against him and became known as
the "Blonde Alibi", across state lines to marry.
The case stagnated until December 14, 1929, when the Berrien County, Michigan Sheriff's Department raided the
St. Joseph, Michigan bungalow of “Frederick Dane”, the registered owner of a vehicle driven by Fred "Killer"
Burke. Burke had been drinking that night, rear-ended another vehicle and drove off. Patrolman Charles Skelly
pursued, finally forcing Burke off the road. As Skelly hopped on the running board he was shot three times and
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died of his wounds later that night. The car was found wrecked and abandoned just outside St. Joseph and traced to
Fred Dane. By this time police photos confirmed that Dane was in fact Fred Burke, wanted by the Chicago police
for his participation in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.
When police raided Burke's bungalow, they found a large trunk containing a bullet-proof vest, almost $320,000 in
bonds recently stolen from a Wisconsin bank, two Thompson submachine guns, pistols, two shotguns, and
thousands of rounds of ammunition. St. Joseph authorities immediately notified the Chicago police, who requested
that both machine guns be brought there at once. Through the then relatively new science of forensic ballistics,
both weapons were determined to have been used in the massacre – and that one of Burke's Tommy guns had also
been used to murder New York mobster Frankie Yale (who participated in O'Banion's murder) a year and a half
earlier. Unfortunately, no further concrete evidence would surface in the massacre case. Burke would be captured
over a year later on a Missouri farm. As the case against him in the murder of Officer Skelly was strongest, he was
tried in Michigan and subsequently sentenced to life imprisonment. Burke died in prison in 1940.

Bolton revelations
On January 8, 1935, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents surrounded a Chicago apartment building at
3920 North Pine Grove, looking for the remaining members of the Barker Gang. A brief shootout erupted,
resulting in the death of bank robber Russell Gibson. Taken into custody were Doc Barker, Byron Bolton, and two
women. While interrogating agents got nothing out of Barker, Bolton (a hitherto obscure criminal) proved to be a
"geyser of information", as one crime historian called him. Bolton, a former Navy machine-gunner and associate of
Egan's Rats, had been the valet of the Chicago hit man Fred Goetz. Bolton was privy to many of the Barker Gang's
crimes and pinpointed the Florida hideout of Ma and Freddie Barker (both of whom were killed in a shootout with
the FBI a week later). Bolton claimed to have taken part in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre with Goetz, Fred
Burke, and several others.
Because the FBI had no jurisdiction in a state murder case, they kept Bolton’s revelations confidential, until the
Chicago American newspaper reported a second-hand version of the bank robber’s confession. The newspaper
declared that the crime had been “solved”, despite being stonewalled by J. Edgar Hoover and the Bureau, who did
not want any part of the massacre case. Garbled versions of Bolton’s story went out in the national media. Bolton,
it was reported, claimed that the murder of Bugs Moran had been plotted in “October or November” 1928 at a
Couderay, Wisconsin resort owned by Fred Goetz. Present at this meet were Goetz, Al Capone, Frank Nitti, Fred
Burke, Gus Winkeler, Louis Campagna, Daniel Serritella, William Pacelli, and Bolton himself. The men stayed
two or three weeks, hunting and fishing when they were not planning the murder of their enemies.
Byron Bolton claimed he and Jimmy Moran were charged with watching the S.M.C. Cartage garage and phoning
the signal to the killers at the Circus Café when Bugs Moran arrived at the meeting. Police had indeed found a
letter addressed to Bolton in the lookout nest (and possibly a vial of prescription medicine). Bolton guessed that the
actual killers had been Burke, Winkeler, Goetz, Bob Carey, Raymond "Crane Neck" Nugent,[7] and Claude
Maddox (four shooters and two getaway drivers). Bolton gave an account of the massacre different from the one
generally told by historians. He claimed that he saw only “plainclothes” men exit the Cadillac and go into the
garage. This indicates that a second car was used by the killers. One witness, George Brichet, claimed to have seen
at least two uniformed men exiting a car in the alley and entering the garage through its rear doors. A Peerless
sedan had been found near a Maywood house owned by Claude Maddox in the days after the massacre, and in one
of the pockets was an address book belonging to victim Albert Weinshank. Bolton further indicated he had
mistaken one of Moran’s men to be Moran, after which he telephoned the signal to the Circus Café. When the
killers (who had expected to kill Moran and maybe two or three of his men) were unexpectedly confronted with
seven men, they simply decided to kill them all and get out fast. Bolton claimed that Capone was furious with him
for his mistake (and the resulting police pressure) and threatened to kill him, only to be dissuaded by Fred Goetz.
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His claims were corroborated by Gus Winkeler's widow, Georgette, in both an official FBI statement and her
memoirs, which were published in a four-part series in a true detective magazine during the winter of 1935–36.
Georgette Winkeler revealed that her husband and his friends had formed a special crew used by Capone for highrisk jobs. The mob boss was said to have trusted them implicitly and nicknamed them the “American Boys”. Byron
Bolton’s statements were also backed up by William Drury, a maverick Chicago detective who had stayed on the
massacre case long after everyone else had given up. Bank robber Alvin Karpis later claimed to have heard
secondhand from Ray Nugent about the massacre and that the “American Boys” were paid a collective salary of
$2,000 a week plus bonuses. Karpis also claimed that Capone himself had told him while they were in Alcatraz
together that Goetz had been the actual planner of the massacre.
Despite Byron Bolton’s statements, no action was taken by the FBI. All the men he named, with the exceptions of
Burke and Maddox, were all dead by 1935. Bank robber Harvey Bailey would later complain in his 1973
autobiography that he and Fred Burke had been drinking beer in Calumet City at the time of the massacre, and the
resulting heat forced them to abandon their bank robbing ventures. Claude Maddox was questioned fruitlessly by
Chicago Police, and there the matter lay. Crime historians are still divided on whether or not the “American Boys”
committed the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.

Other suspects
Over the years, many mobsters, in and out of Chicago, would be named as part of the Valentine's Day hit team.
Two prime suspects are Cosa Nostra hit men John Scalise and Albert Anselmi; both men were effective killers and
are frequently mentioned as possibilities for two of the shooters. In the days after the massacre, Scalise was heard
to brag, “I am the most powerful man in Chicago.” He had recently been elevated to the position of vice-president
in the Unione Siciliana by its president, Joseph Guinta. Nevertheless, Scalise, Anselmi, and Guinta would be found
dead on a lonely road near Hammond, Indiana May 8, 1929. Gangland lore has it that Al Capone had discovered
that the pair was planning to betray him. Legend states that at the climax of a dinner party thrown in their honor,
Capone produced a baseball bat and beat the trio to death.[8] Huck Foffman has been one of the unidentified
gunmen in the massacre. Capone had ordered him in during the initial altercation.

Mur der weapons
The two Thompson submachine guns (serial numbers 2347 and 7580) found in Fred Dane’s (an alias for Fred
Burke) Michigan bungalow were tested and it was determined that both had been used in the massacre. One of
them had also been used in the murder of Brooklyn mob boss Frankie Yale, which confirmed the New York Police
Department’s long-held theory that Burke, and by extension Al Capone, had been responsible for Yale's death.
Gun No. 2347 had been originally purchased November 12, 1924, by Les Farmer, a deputy sheriff in Marion,
Illinois, which happened to be the seat of Williamson County. Marion and the surrounding area were then overrun
by the warring bootleg factions of the Shelton Brothers and Charlie Birger. Deputy Farmer was documented as
having ties with Egan’s Rats, based 100 miles (160 km) away in St. Louis. By the beginning of 1927 at the very
latest, the weapon had wound up in Fred Burke's possession. It is possible he had used this same gun in Detroit’s
Milaflores Massacre March 28, 1927.
Gun No. 7580 had been sold by Chicago sporting goods owner Peter von Frantzius to a Victor Thompson (also
known as Frank V. Thompson) in the care of the Fox Hotel of Elgin, Illinois. Some time after the purchase the
machine gun wound up with James "Bozo" Shupe, a small-time hood from Chicago’s West Side who had ties to
various members of Capone’s outfit.
Both submachine guns are still in the possession of the Berrien County Sheriff's Department in St. Joseph,
Michigan.
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Legacy
Cr ime scene and br icks from the mur der wall
The garage, which stood at 2122 N. Clark Street, was demolished in 1967,
and the site is now a parking lot for a nursing home.[9] The bricks of the
north wall, against with the massacre's victims were lined up and shot, were
purchased by a Canadian businessman. For many years they were displayed
in various crime-related novelty displays. Many of the original bricks were
later sold individually, and the remainder are now owned by the Mob
Museum in Las Vegas.

See also
List of massacres in Illinois
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The Nor th Side Gang, also known as the Nor th Side Mob, was
the dominant Irish-American criminal organization (although a
large number of Polish-Americans were members as well)
within Chicago during the Prohibition era from the early-to-late
1920s and principal rival of the Johnny Torrio–Al Capone
organization, later known as the Chicago Outfit.

Nor th Side Gang
Founded by Dean O'Banion
Founding
location

North Side, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

Years active 1919–Present
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Territory

Various neighborhoods in Chicago,
mainly North Chicago

Ethnicity

Irish American, Polish American,
some Italian American

Membership Around 30 members
(est.)
Criminal
activities

Racketeering, bootlegging, illegal
gambling, extortion, robbery, murder

Rivals

Chicago Outfit and Genna crime
family

Histor y of the Nor th Side Gang
Ear ly histor y
Like many other Chicago-based Prohibition gangs, the North Side Gang originated from the Market Street Gang,
one of many street gangs in Chicago at the turn of the 20th century. The Market Street Gang was made up of pick
pockets, sneak thieves and labor sluggers working in the 42nd and 43rd Wards. The gang especially distinguished
itself during the newspaper "Circulation Wars" of the early 1910s between the Chicago Examiner and the Chicago
Tribune. As sluggers for a newspaper, the Market Street Gang would beat up newsstand owners who did not carry
that publication.
It was during the Circulation Wars that future North Side leader Dean O'Banion, then a member of the juvenile
satellite Little Hellions, who would develop valuable contacts with politicians and journalists. O'Banion and other
members of the North Siders would be mentored by safecracker Charlie "The Ox" Reiser, O'Banion was one of the
many Market Streeters to become a bootlegger.

Prohibition
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With the start of Prohibition, the North Siders quickly took control of the existing breweries and distilleries in the
North Side of Chicago. This gave them a near monopoly on the local supply of real beer and high quality whiskey;
their rivals only had supplies of rotgut liquor and moonshine. Based on the North Clark Street restaurant
McGovern's Saloon and Cafe, the North Side Gang would soon control the working-class neighborhoods of the
42nd and 43rd Wards within months. In addition to bootlegging, the gang continued to burglarize local stores and
warehouses and run illegal gambling operations. Unlike the rival South Side Gang, however, they refused to traffic
in prostitution. O'Banion strengthened his political protection by helping his politician friends commit election
fraud. O'Banion also ran a publicity campaign in the North Side with large-scale donations to orphanages and
charities as well as food and loans to the poor and unemployed.
The old hostility between Irish and Italian gangs combined with O'Banion's refusal to sell portions of North Side
distilleries to the South Siders, raised tension between the North and South Siders. During several meetings
arranged by Torrio, O'Banion would often insult the Italians. O'Banion was also secretly hijacking South Side beer
shipments and selling them back to their owners. However, the North Side Gang also ran into trouble with other
ethnic gangs; in 1921, O'Banion shot Ragen's Colts member Davy "Yiddles" Miller after he insulted a North Sider
at a local opera.
Although O'Banion and Weiss were arrested and charged with burglary in 1922, the North Side Gang enjoyed
considerable protection from the Chicago police department. At one point, O'Banion threw a lavish banquet for
Chicago politicians and police officials. Attendees included Chief Detective Michael Hughes, Police Lieutenant
Charles Evans, County Clerk Robert Sweitzer, Public Works commissioner Colonel Albert A. Sprague, and a host
of both Democrat and Republican politicians. Dubbed the "Balshazzar Feast" by the press, it was later investigated
by reform Mayor William E. Dever.
In 1924, Chicago police assisted the North Side Gang in robbing the Sibly Distillery, which had been under federal
guard since the beginning of Prohibition. Escorted by Police Lieutenant Michael Grady and four detective
sergeants, North Siders looted the distillery in broad daylight, taking 1,750 bottles of bonded whiskey worth
approximately $100,000. Although Grady and the other police officers were later indicted for this crime, they were
quickly dismissed.
Relations between the North and South Side gangs continued to fester. In early 1924, O'Banion agreed to an
alliance with Torrio and Capone that was brokered by Mike Merlo. However, the alliance began to founder when
O'Banion demanded that "Bloody" Angelo Genna pay a $30,000 gambling debt from losses at the co-owned
gambling casino The Ship. This demand contravened an agreement allowing Angelo and other gang members to
run up debts there. In the interest of maintaining harmony, Torrio persuaded Genna to pay his gambling debt.
However, Torrio himself would soon lose patience with O'Banion. It happened when O'Banion offered to sell
Torrio the valuable Sieben Brewery. On May 19, 1924, while Torrio was inspecting the property, O'Banion
arranged for the police to raid the place and arrest Torrio. After his release from custody, Torrio acceded to
demands from the Gennas to whack O'Banion.
On November 10, shortly after the death of Merlo, three unidentified men entered the Schofield Flower Shop
owned by O'Banion and shot him dead. This was to be the beginning of a five-year gang war between the North
Side Gang against Johnny Torrio's Chicago Outfit that would end with the St. Valentine's Day Massacre in 1929.

War with the Chicago Outfit
After the death of Dean O'Banion, Hymie Weiss assumed leadership of the North Side Gang and immediately
struck back at his rivals. On January 12, 1925, Weiss, Bugs Moran, and Vincent Drucci, attempted to kill Torrio's
lieutenant, Al Capone at a Chicago South Side restaurant. Firing at Capone's car, the men wounded chauffeur
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Sylvester Barton, but missed Capone entirely. Capone, startled by the shooting, ordered his famous armoured car
to be created. Moran then decided to kidnap one of Capone's trusted bodyguards, torture him for information
before finally executing him and dumping the body.
On January 24, shortly after the assassination attempt on Capone had taken place, Weiss, Moran, and Drucci
ambushed Torrio as he returned from shopping with his wife. Both Torrio and his chauffeur Robert Barton were
wounded several times. As Moran was about to kill Torrio, the gun misfired; the gang members were forced to flee
the scene as the police arrived. After narrowly surviving this attack, Torrio decided he wanted out. Retiring to
Italy, Torrio passed leadership of the Chicago Outfit to Capone.
Weiss and the North Siders then went after the Genna Family, allies of the Chicago Outfit. First, "Bloody" Angelo
Genna was shot to death after a car chase by Moran. Next, Mike "the devil" Genna was shot down by police when
he turned his gun on them after a fierce shootout with the Northsiders. Then Drucci went and killed Samuzzo
"Samoots" Amatuna, a Genna family backer trying to hold the Genna's intact. Then finally Anthony Genna was
murdered (although it was rumored that Capone, not Weiss, ordered this hit). At this point, the remaining Genna
family fled Chicago. The North Siders and Capone took the spoils.

The Nor thsider s under Weiss, Dr ucci and Mor an
Soon after Dean O'Banion's death, the North Siders had formed a "governing council" with Hymie Weiss emerging
as leader. Although the loss of O'Banion was a great shock, the gang had now reached its zenith of power: the
Genna family was destroyed, Torrio had been scared out of the rackets, and Capone was on the run. The North
Siders expanded their business and strength and plotted another attack on Capone.
The second North Side attack on Capone shocked the police, fellow gangsters and especially Capone. A fleet of
North Side cars, with Moran in the lead car, drove to Capone's hotel in Cicero. While Capone and his bodyguard
were drinking downstairs, the North Siders drove by the lobby and opened fire with their Thompson submachine
guns. The shooting reduced the hotel to shreds and left everybody running for cover. Capone and his bodyguard
were forced to take cover on the floor. Once the attack was over, Capone, terrified and aching for a moment's
peace, sent word to the North Siders that he wanted a truce. A truce was made, which did last for a while, but
inevitably began to come apart.
Some time later, Capone struck back at the North Siders by gunning down Hymie Weiss and several associates.
Drucci and Moran now assumed joint leadership of the North Side Gang. The two gangs traded killings and
bombings for several more months until a peace conference was held.
Moran and Capone both appeared at the meeting along with many other mob bosses. During the conference,
Capone complained that "they were making a shooting gallery of a great business". He also stated that "Chicago
should be seen as a pie and each gang gets a slice of the pie." The two gangs agreed to make peace. This peace
would last for a while. It was the only time in Chicago when gunfire ceased and calmness occurred. No killings
occurred that were a result of gang war. Vincent Drucci was killed during this time, but it resulted from a brawl
with police. Moran now became the sole boss of the North Side Gang.
The gangland peace soon turned into a Cold War as both sides fell victim to temptation. Moran would regularly
hijack Capone's beer shipments, naturally aggravating Capone. Capone retaliated by burning down Moran's dog
track. A few days later, Capone's own dog track went up in smoke. Moran was the prime suspect.
Open warfare started again between the two gangs. Moran ordered the execution of two union leaders who were
powerful allies and personal friends of Capone. This act prompted Capone to order a decisive blow against Moran
that would turn into the most memorable gangland killing in American history: the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.

St. Valentine's Day Massacre
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On February 14, 1929 four unidentified men, two of them dressed as Chicago police officers, stormed into a North
Side Street garage and ordered six members of the North Side Gang and a friend of a gang member to stand against
a wall. The gunmen then pulled out machine guns and gunned them all down. The only survivor, Frank "Tight
Lips" Gusenberg, died hours later at a nearby Chicago hospital refusing to name his attackers. However, the
primary target of the gunmen, Bugs Moran, leader of the North Side Gang, was not at the garage and escaped
harm. Strong circumstantial cases can be made for almost a dozen individuals as being one of the four gunmen, but
it remains unknown to this day exactly who those four gunmen were.
Known as the St. Valentine's Day Massacre, the attack effectively left the five-year gang war between Al Capone
and Bugs Moran in a stalemate. The brazenness of this crime resulted in a Federal crackdown on all gang activity
in Chicago that eventually led to the downfall of both Moran and Al Capone.

After math
Although Bugs Moran survived the St. Valentine's Day Massacre, several experienced North Side gunmen had
been lost. The North Side Gang continued to control the 42nd and 43rd Wards and managed to thwart a takeover
attempt by Frank McErlane in 1930. As the decade progressed, the power of the North Side Gang slowly declined.
In 1936, Jack "Machine Gun" McGurn, mastermind of the massacre, was killed and Moran was one of the prime
suspects, along with Frank Nitti of the South Side mob, as McGurn had become more trouble than he was worth to
protect to the former "Capone Gang".
Moran and the North Side Gang eventually lost control of their gambling operations to the new National Crime
Syndicate. Since the repeal of Prohibition, gambling had been the main source of North Side income. The gang
limped along until the end of the 1930s when Moran left the Chicago underworld new leadership was found and
the North Side Gang is still in Chicago and is active.

Nor th Side Gang member s
Bosses
1919–1924 — Dean O'Banion (1892–1924)
1924–1926 — Henry Earl "Hymie Weiss" Wojciechowski (1898 –1926)
1926–1927 — Vincent "The Schemer" Drucci (1898–1927)
1927–1935 — George "Bugs" Moran (1891–1957)

Other member s
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Name

Por tr ait

Jack "Two Gun" Alterie

Life

Comments

18861935

A leading gunman during Chicago's bootleg wars, Louis Alterie
was one of the more colorful figures in the Northsiders. A
western enthusiast, Alterie reportedly carried two Colt. 45
revolvers on a gun belt and owned a ranch in Colorado that was
frequented by other gang members. After publicly challenging
O'Banion's killers to a gunfight, the mayor of Chicago publicly
slapped Alterie. To cool things off, Alterie left Chicago at the
request of Bugs Moran. After several years in exile, Alterie
returned to testify against Ralph Capone in 1935. Alterie was
murdered soon after his return.

Barney Bertsche

No image
available

James Clark

No image
available

18871929

Born Albert Kachellek in Krojoencke, Germany, Clark was a
bodyguard and brother-in-law of George "Bugs" Moran. One of
the seven victims of the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.

John Duffy

No image
available

d. 1924

Duffy was hired muscle from Philadelphia who was sometimes
used by the North Siders. After murdering his newlywed wife
during a drunken argument, he was taken for a "one way ride",
allegedly by O'Banion himself, and his body found in a
snowbank outside of Chicago.

Frank and Peter
Gusenberg

No image
available

18931929
(Frank)
18881929
(Peter)

Peter was the older brother of Frank Gusenberg. Both were top
gunmen for the Moran gang. Both died in the St. Valentine's Day
Massacre.

Adam Heyer

No image
available

1889–
1929

Also known under the alias Frank Meyer, Adam Hayes, John
Snyder, and Frank Snyder, Heyer was a North Side Mob
accountant and business manager. One of the seven victims of
the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.

John May

No image
available

18931929

May is not considered by most researchers to have been a gang
member in the conventional sense of the word - he was
disassociated with the gang sometimes for months on end, only
accepting jobs from them when he desperately needed money
(he had a wife and seven children). May was an occasional
strongarm for the Moran gang (though it is believed he never
carried a gun) but was, most frequently, simply a car mechanic
working on a per diem basis. He had the misfortune to be
working on a North Side Gang vehicle on Thursday, February
14, and was one of the victims of the massacre.
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Por tr ait

Life

Comments

William "Willie" Marks No image

Labor racketeer and a lieutenant under George Moran and, as a
bodyguard, was with Moran at the time of the St. Valentine's
Day Massacre. Marks, Moran and Ted Newbury avoided the
massacre, either by seeing the "police" car pull up to the garage
as they approached it themselves, or simply by being a few
minutes late.

Dan McCarthy

A hijacker and "labor slugger" for the North Side Mob, Daniel J.
"Dapper Dan" McCarthy was tried and acquitted on three
separate murder trials. A "business agent" for Chicago's
Journeyman Plumbers' Union he assumed control of the
organization by murdering its president Steve Kelleher at Al
Tierney's Auto Inn.

available

No image
available

Samuel "Nails" Morton No image

18941923

A veteran of World War I, Samuel Morton was an early
lieutenant of Dean O'Banion and served as his right-hand man
during the early years of Prohibition. Following Morton's death
in a riding accident, several gang members took the offending
horse from its stables, led it to a field, and killed it.

Ted Newbury

No image
available

d. 1933

Longtime Chicago rumrunner and lieutenant under George
Moran during the final years of Prohibition. Defected to the
Chicago Outfit following the St. Valentine's Day Massacre.
Newbury was later killed by Capone successor Frank Nitti for
conspiring to murder Nitti. Newbury's body was found in a
roadside ditch in Indiana on January 7, 1933.

Billy Skidmore

No image
available

18791944

Underworld bail bondsmen and scrap-iron dealer loosely
associated with the North Side Gang through his gambling
operations and political connections. Convicted of tax evasion in
1941, Skidmore died in prison three years later.

Albert "Gorilla Al"
Weinshank

No image
available

18931929

Weinshank had worked as a speakeasy operator for Moran, and
later ran a string of cleaning and dyeing stores for the North Side
Gang. His build, choice of clothing, and even vague physical
resemblance to Moran is theorized to be the reason that the St.
Valentine's Day Massacre began with his arrival at the Clark
Street Garage ahead of Moran himself.

18881930

Originally an accountant and political "fixer" for the Chicago
Outfit, he switched sides during the gang war with the
Northsiders. He fled Chicago in 1930, after an attempt on his
life, but was eventually killed several months later in a
roadhouse outside Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

available

Jack Zuta

See also
Irish Mob
Antonio Lombardo, Unione Siciliane leader and Chicago Outfit consigliere
James M. Ragen, Founder of the south side Ragen's Colts street gang and Chicago gangster.

Fur ther reading
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Side_Gang

6/7

9/19/2016

Chicago Outfit - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Chicago Outfit

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Chicago Outfit (also known as the Outfit, the Chicago
Mafia, the Chicago Mob, or The Or ganization) is an ItalianAmerican organized crime syndicate based in Chicago, Illinois
which dates back to the 1910s. It was part of the American
Mafia originating in Chicago's South Side. The Outfit rose to
power in the 1920s, under the control of Johnny Torrio and Al
Capone and the period was marked by bloody gang wars for
distribution of illegal alcohol during Prohibition. Since then, the
Outfit has been involved in a wide range of criminal activities,
including loansharking, gambling, prostitution, extortion,
political corruption, and murder. Following Capone's conviction
for income tax evasion, the Outfit was run by Paul Ricca and
Tony Accardo for more than 50 years after Frank Nitti killed
himself instead of going to jail. Accardo took over as boss
sometime in the 1940s and was one of the longest sitting bosses
of all time right up until his death in the early 1990s.
The Outfit did not have a monopoly on organized crime in
Chicago, but they were by far the most powerful, violent and
largest criminal organization in the Midwest. The Outfit's
control, at its peak, included the West and East, to places as far
away as California and Florida. Higher law enforcement
attention and general attrition led to the Outfit's gradual decline
since the late 20th century. The Chicago Outfit is currently
believed to be led by John DiFronzo.[5]
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Chicago Outfit
Founded by Big Jim Colosimo
Founding
location

Chicago, Illinois, United States

Years active 1910–present
Territory

Chicago metropolitan area,
surrounding midwest. Other
territories in Las Vegas and
Florida. [1]

Ethnicity

"Made men" are people of Italian
descent, and other ethnicities as
associates.

Membership 28 members, approx. 100+
(est.)
associates[2]
Criminal
activities

Racketeering, bribery, conspiracy,
arson, burglary, coercion, labor
racketeering, police corruption,
hijacking, loansharking, drug
trafficking, fencing, fraud, money
laundering, murder, illegal gambling,
extortion,

Allies

Five Families, Detroit, Cleveland,
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Patriarca
and Los Angeles crime families, and
the Outlaws[3][4]

Rivals

Various Chicago criminal groups that
rivals it for power.
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Histor y
Pre-Prohibition
The early years of organized crime in Chicago, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, were marked by the
division of various street gangs controlling the South Side and North Side, as well as the Black Hand organizations
of Little Italy.
Big Jim Colosimo centralized control in the early 20th century. Colosimo was born in Calabria, Italy, in 1877,
emigrating to Chicago in 1895 where he established himself as a criminal. By 1909, he was successful enough that
he was encroaching on the criminal activity of the Black Hand organization.[6]
His expanding organization required the procurement of extra muscle. This came in the form of Colosimo's
nephew Johnny Torrio from New York. In 1919, Torrio brought in Al Capone, thus providing Capone's entrance to
Chicago. In time, Colosimo and Torrio had a falling out over Torrio's insistence that they expand into rum-running,
which Colosimo staunchly opposed. In 1920, Colosimo was killed on Torrio's order. Torrio reportedly brought in
New York colleague Frankie Yale to murder Colosimo. Al Capone has also been suspected as Colosimo's assassin.
Torrio brought together different parts of Chicago criminal activity, with a lasting effect on Chicago in general, and
Chicago crime in particular.

Al Capone's empire
During the Prohibition era, Johnny Torrio competed with other gangsters in Chicago for the bootlegging business.
Despite this, Torrio was able to reach a truce with Dean O'Banion, the leader of the Irish North Side Gang. The
Chicago Outfit operated in South Chicago while Dean O'Banion operated out of the North Side. Torrio also had
allied with the Sicilian Genna crime family that operated out of Little Italy in the city's center. The truce with the
North Side fell apart and, on 10 November 1924, Dean O'Banion was killed by Frankie Yale and two Genna
gunmen. Hymie Weiss took over the North Side Gang and, on 24 January 1925, Torrio was severely wounded in an
assassination attempt. He recovered in the hospital, served a one-year jail sentence, and then handed off control to
Capone and retired. In 1926, Capone had Hymie Weiss killed. Capone's accession led to a bloody war for control
of the bootlegging rackets in Chicago during the 1920s. This culminated in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre. The
war was widely covered by the press and turned Capone into a national figure.
Capone and his men were raking in vast amounts of money, largely immune to prosecution because of witness
intimidation and the bribing of city officials. They also paid off numerous police officers to avoid arresting his
men. By the end of his reign, Capone had successfully expanded the Chicago Outfit throughout metro Chicago.
One of the prime areas of interest was in Canada, the main source of alcohol which the Outfit was smuggling into
the States. This illicit alcohol was then distributed to all the brothels of Chicago. During prohibition, this was one
of the greatest sources of income for the Outfit. The boss controlled the heads of various divisions of the Outfit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Outfit
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through a system of subordinates placed throughout the various levels of the organization. Anyone who betrayed
the honor of the organization was executed. Unable to convict Capone of any meaningful criminal activity,
Treasury agents had him arrested for tax evasion and he was sentenced to 11 years in prison in 1931.

From Nitti to Accar do
1930s–1950s
Capone's hand-picked successor Frank Nitti nominally assumed power. In truth, power was seized by Nitti's
underboss Paul Ricca, who was acknowledged as "boss" by the leaders of the growing National Crime Syndicate.
Ricca ruled the Outfit, either in name or in fact, for the next 40 years.
Over the next decade, The Outfit moved into labor racketeering, gambling, and loan sharking. Geographically, this
was the period when Outfit muscle extended to Milwaukee and Madison, Wisconsin, Kansas City, and especially
to Hollywood and other California cities, where The Outfit's extortion of labor unions gave it leverage over the
motion picture industry.
In the early 1940s, a handful of top Outfit leaders went to prison because they were found to be extorting
Hollywood by controlling the unions that compose Hollywood's movie industry, and manipulating and misusing
the Teamsters Central States Pension fund.[7] In 1943, the Outfit was caught red-handed shaking down the
Hollywood movie industry. Ricca wanted Nitti to take the fall. However, Nitti had found that he was
claustrophobic, years earlier while in jail for 18 months (for tax evasion), and he decided to end his life rather than
face more imprisonment for extorting Hollywood. Ricca then became the boss in name as well as in fact, with
enforcement chief Tony Accardo as underboss—the start of a partnership that lasted for almost 30 years. Around
this time, the Outfit began bringing in members of the Forty-Two Gang, a notoriously violent youth gang. Among
them were Sam "Momo" Giancana, Sam "Mad Sam" DeStefano, Felix "Milwaukee Phil" Alderisio, and Fiore
"Fifi" Buccieri.
Ricca was sent to prison later in 1943 for his part in The Outfit plot to control Hollywood. He was sentenced to 10
years in prison, along with a number of other mobsters. Through the "magic" of political connections, the whole
group of Outfit mobsters was released after three years, largely due to the efforts of Outfit "fixer" Murray "The
Camel" Humphreys. Ricca could not associate with mobsters as a condition of his parole. Accardo nominally took
power as boss, but actually shared power with Ricca, who continued behind the scenes as a senior consultant—one
of the few instances of shared power in organized crime.
Accardo joined Ricca in semi-retirement in 1957 due to some "heat" that he was getting from the IRS. From then
on, Ricca and Accardo allowed several others to nominally serve as boss, such as Giancana, Alderisio, Joey
Aiuppa, William "Willie Potatoes" Daddano, and Jackie "the Lackey" Cerone. Most of the front bosses originated
from the Forty-Two Gang. However, no major business transactions took place without Ricca and Accardo's
knowledge and approval, and certainly no "hits." By staying behind the scenes, Ricca and Accardo lasted far
longer than Capone. Ricca died in 1972, leaving Accardo as the sole power behind the scenes.
1960s–1990s
Along with the voting allegations, the Outfit was involved in a Central Intelligence Agency-Mafia collusion during
Castro's overthrow of the Cuban government. In exchange for its help, the Outfit was to be given access to its
former casinos if it helped overthrow Fidel Castro in (Operation Mongoose or Operation Family Jewels).[8] The
Outfit failed in that endeavor and faced increasing indictments under the administration of President John F.
Kennedy (JFK). The Outfit is the subject of conspiracy theories regarding the JFK assassination and that of JFK's
brother Robert Kennedy.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Outfit
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The Outfit reached the height of its power in the early 1960s. Accardo used the Teamsters pension fund, with the
aid of Meyer Lansky, Sidney Korshak, and Jimmy Hoffa, to engage in massive money laundering through the
Outfit's casinos. The 1970s and 1980s were a hard time for the Outfit, as law enforcement continued to penetrate
the organization, spurred by poll-watching politicians. Off-track betting reduced bookmaking profits, and illicit
casinos withered under competition from legitimate casinos. Activities such as auto theft and professional sports
betting did not replace the lost profits. The Outfit controlled casinos in Las Vegas and "skimmed" millions of
dollars over the course of several decades. Most recently, top mob figures have been found guilty of crimes dating
back to as early as the mid-1960s. It has been rumored that the $2 million skimmed from the casinos in the Court
case of 1986 was used to build the Old Neighborhood Italian American Club, the founder of which was Angelo J.
"The Hook" LaPietra.
Operation PENDORF (codenamed for penetrate Allen Dorfman) and the "Strawman" case ended the Outfit's
skimming and control of their Las Vegas casinos. These events are fictionalized in the film Casino.
Operation GAMBAT proved to be a crippling blow to the Outfit's tight grip on the Chicago Political Machine. Pat
Marcy, a made man in the Outfit, ran the city's First Ward, which represented most of downtown Chicago. Marcy
and company controlled the circuit courts from the 1950s until the late 1980s with the help of Alderman Fred Roti
and Democratic Committeeman John D'Arco, Sr.. Together, the First Ward fixed cases involving everything from
minor traffic violations to murder.
Attorney and First Ward associate Robert Cooley was one of the attorneys who represented many mafiosi and
associates in which cases were fixed. As a trusted man within the First Ward, Cooley was asked to "take out" a city
police officer. Cooley was also an addicted gambler and in debt, so he approached the U.S. Justice Department's
Organized Crime Strike Force, declaring that he wanted to "destroy Marcy and the First Ward."
Cooley was soon in touch with the FBI and began cooperating as a federal informant. Through the years, he kept
close with Marcy and the big shots of the First Ward. He wore an electronic surveillance device, recording valuable
conversations at the notorious "First Ward Table", located at "Counselor's Row" across the street from Chicago
City Hall. The results in Operation Gambat (Gambling Attorney) were convictions of 24 corrupt judges, lawyers,
and cops.
Accardo died in 1992.[9] In a measure of how successfully he'd managed to stay out of the limelight, he never spent
a day in jail (or only spent one day, depending on the source) despite an arrest record dating to 1922. Chicago's
transition from Accardo to the next generation of Outfit bosses has been more of an administrative change than a
power struggle, distinct from the way that organized crime leadership transitions take place in New York City.

21st centur y
Higher law enforcement investigations and general attrition led to the Outfit's gradual decline since the late 20th
century. The Old Neighborhood Italian American Club is considered to be the hangout of Old Timers as they live
out their golden years. The Club's founder was Angelo J. LaPietra "The Hook", who was the main Council at the
time of his death in 1999.
On 25 April 2005, the U.S. Department of Justice launched Operation Family Secrets,[10] which indicted 14 Outfit
members and associates under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO). U.S. District
Court Judge James Zagel presided over the Family Secrets trial. The federal prosecutors were Mitchell A. Mars, T.
Markus Funk, and John Scully.
As of 2007, the Outfit's size is estimated to be 28 official members (composing its core group) and more than 100
associates.[2] Other references report that the Outfit has around 90-100 made members, and then more
associates.[1][11] The Chicago Outfit is currently believed to be led by John DiFronzo.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Outfit

4/9

9/19/2016

Chicago Outfit - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Histor ical leader ship
Boss
1910-1920 — Giacomo "Big Jim" Colosimo — murdered in 1920.
1920-1925 — John "Papa Johnny" Torrio — stepped down in 1925.
1925-1931 — Alphonse "Scarface Al" Capone — imprisoned in 1931, deceased in 1947.
1931-1943 — Frank "The Enforcer" Nitti — committed suicide in 1943.
1943-1947 — Paul "The Waiter" Ricca — stepped down in 1947.
1947-1957 — Tony "Joe Batters" Accardo[12] — stepped down in 1957
1957-1966 — Salvatore "Mooney Sam" Giancana — fled to Mexico in 1966, murdered in 1975.
1966-1967 — Samuel "Teets" Battaglia — arrested in 1967, deceased in 1973.
1967-1971 — Felix "Milwaukee Phil" Alderisio — imprisoned in 1967-1969, deceased in 1971.
1971-1986 — Joseph "Joey Doves" Aiuppa — imprisoned in 1986, deceased in 1997.
1986-1992 — Samuel "Wings" Carlisi — imprisoned in 1992, deceased in 1997.
1992–present — John "No Nose" DiFronzo — semi-retired after 2014.
Acting 2014–present — Salvatore DeLaurentis — alleged next boss after DiFronzo officially retires.

Street boss
The street boss was a high-ranking member appointed to run the daily activities for the boss. The position was
created to protect the boss by federal investigations.
1996-2007 — James "Jimmy the Man" Marcello — sentenced in 2007, imprisoned for life in 2009.
2007-2012 — Michael "Fat Mike" Sarno — sentenced to 25 years in prison in 2012
2012–present — Louis "Louie Tomatoes" Marino

Under boss
1910-1920 — John "Papa Johnny" Torrio — became boss in 1920.
1920-1925 — Alphonse "Scarface Al" Capone — became boss in 1925.
1925-1931 — Frank "The Enforcer" Nitti — became boss in 1931.
1931-1943 — Louis "Little New York" Campagna — arrested in 1943, deceased in 1955.[12]
1943-1947 — Tony "Joe Batters" Accardo — became boss in 1947.
1947-1957 — Salvatore "Mooney Sam" Giancana — became boss in 1957, murdered in 1975.
1957-1964 — Frank "Strongy" Ferraro — died in 1964.
1964-1966 — Samuel "Teets" Battaglia — became boss in 1966, deceased in 1973.
1967-1986 — John "Jackie the Lackey" Cerone — imprisoned in 1986, deceased in 1996.
1986-1992 — John "No Nose" DiFronzo — became boss in 1992.
1992-1996 — James "Jimmy the Man" Marcello — became street boss in 1996.
1996-2006 — Anthony "Little Tony" Zizzo — disappeared and probably murdered in 2006.
2006-2009 — Joseph "Joe the Builder" Andriacchi — retired briefly due to illness.
2009–present — Salvatore "Sammy Cards" Cataudella

Consigliere
1925-1928 — Antonio "Tony the Scourge" Lombardo — murdered in 1928.
1928-1947 — Charles "Trigger Happy" Fischetti — retired in 1947, deceased in 1951.[12]
1947-1957 — Paul "The Waiter" Ricca — retired in 1957, deceased in 1972.[12]
1957-1992 — Tony "Joe Batters" Accardo — deceased for natural causes in 1992.
1992-1999 — Angelo J. LaPietra[12] — deceased for natural causes in 1999.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Outfit
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1999-2007 — Joseph "Joey the Clown" Lombardo — sentenced in 2007, imprisoned for life in 2009.
2007-2009 — Alfonso "Al the Pizza Man" Tornabene — deceased in 2009.
2009–2016t — Marco "The Mover" D'Amico — asked to step down so that Andriacchi could help advise
the power shift from DiFronzo to DeLaurentis.
Acting 2012-2015 — Joseph "Joe the Builder" Andriacchi — retired from 2015.
Acting 2015–2016 — John "Pudgy" Matassa Jr.

Cur rent family member s
Administr ation
Boss John DiFronzo
Acting Boss Salvatore DeLaurentis[13]
Street Boss Albert Vena[14]
Under boss Salvatore Cataudella[15]
Consigliere Marco D'Amico[16]

Capos
Cicero James Inendino[17]
Elmwood Par k Peter DiFronzo[18]
Gr and Avenue Albert Vena[19]
26th Street Frank "Toots" Caruso[20]

Soldier s
Robert "Bobby the Boxer" Salerno — Salerno was a former boxing trainer who knew Ernie Terrell very
well. In 1995, he was sentenced to life in prison for murder, which he stated he didn't do.[21]
Nicholas "Nick" Ferriola — he was sentenced for three years in federal prison for his role in the Family
Secrets case. Ferriola is also involved in bookmaking all over Chicago.[22]
Michael "Handsome Mike" Talerico — he is related Angelo LaPietra, and was a small-time bookie. Talerico
was also once married to former Chicago Outfit hitman Frank Schweihs's daughter.[23]
Richard "Richie the Cat" Catazone — during the 1980s, he was involved in an Outfit gambling operation.
Pete Rose bet with his organization when in Chicago.[24]
Sam Sei — Sei and his nephew Keith- had great influence in Melrose Park, Illinois and controlled the town
after Rocky Infelice was convicted during the 1990s.[25]
Salvatore DeLaurentis ("Solly D") - He was sentenced to 18 years in federal prison after he was convicted
under racketeering, extortion, and tax fraud.[26]
Peter Difronzo - Brother of John "No Nose" Difronzo.

Gover nment infor mants and witnesses
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Name

Rank and Year

William Morris Bioff associate (1943)
Louis Bombacino

soldier (1967)

Richard Cain

associate (1971)

Ken Eto

associate (1983)

Robert Cooley

associate (1986)

Gerald Scarpelli

soldier (1988)

William Jahoda

associate (1989)

Leonard Patrick

associate (1992)

Nicholas Calabrese

soldier (2005)

Outfit associates
The Outfit is notable for having had other ethnic groups besides Italians as high-ranking associates since the
family's earliest days. A prime example of this was Jake "Greasy Thumb" Guzik, who was the top "bagman" and
"accountant" for decades until his death. He was a Polish Jew. Others were Murray Humphreys, who was of Welsh
descent, and Ken Eto (aka Tokyo Joe), who was Japanese-American.
Another well-known associate of the Outfit is Jewish New York mobster Benjamin Siegel. Siegel was a childhood
friend of Capone.[27] Siegel's organization in Las Vegas and Los Angeles was an ally of the Outfit from 1933 to
1961, when the family boss, Mickey Cohen, was imprisoned and the family was decimated.

In popular culture
The Chicago Outfit has a long history of portrayal in Hollywood as the subject of film and television.

Film
Little Caesar (1931)
Scarface (1932)
Chicago Syndicate (1955)
The Scarface Mob (television film, 1959)
Al Capone (1959)
The St. Valentine's Day Massacre (1967)
Point Blank (1967)
Bullitt (1968)
The Outfit (1973)
Capone (1975)
Thief (1981)
Raw Deal (1986)
The Untouchables (1987)
Midnight Run (1988)
The Firm (1993)
Casino (1995)
Payback (1999)
Road to Perdition (2002)
Public Enemies (2009)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Outfit
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Television
The Untouchables (1959–63)
The F.B.I. (1965–1974)
Crime Story (1986–1988)
The Untouchables (1993–1994)
Sugartime (TV film) (1995)
The Rat Pack (1998)
Prison Break (2005–2009)
The Firm (2012)
Mob Wives: Chicago (2012)
The Mob Doctor (2012–2013)
Boardwalk Empire (2010–2014)
The Making of the Mob: Chicago (2016)

See also
Joe Aiello - rival to Al Capone during Prohibition-Era, Aiello was also allied to Salvatore Maranzano during
the Castellammarese War [28]
Grand Rapids Hotel
Hired Truck Program scandal
North Side Gang - a rival gang to Al Capone
Organized Crime in Chicago
Unione Siciliane
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Egan's Rats was an American organized crime gang that
exercised considerable power in St. Louis, Missouri from 1890
to 1924. Its 35 years of criminal activity included bootlegging,
labor slugging, voter intimidation, armed robbery, and murder.
Although predominantly Irish-American, Egan's Rats did
include a few Italian-Americans and some Jewish immigrants
from Eastern Europe, most notably, Max "Big Maxie"
Greenberg.

Egan's Rats
Founded by Thomas Kinney
Thomas Egan
Founding
location

St. Louis, Missouri, United States

Years active 1890–1924

Territory
St. Louis, Missouri, United States
Formed by Thomas "Snake" Kinney and Tom Egan, the gang
became the dominant criminal organization in St. Louis around
Ethnicity
Irish-American, Italian-American,
the turn of the 20th century, when they became noted as the
Jewish-American
worst political terrorists in the city. The Rats squeezed out the
Membership 300–400 (est. 1912)
required number of Democratic votes at the polls. In addition to
(est.)
their election tactics, the Rats also engaged in union busting,
armed robbery, and theft from railroads. By the mid-1910s, the
Criminal
Rum-running, robbery, murder,
gang had entered into bootlegging. By 1921, both Tom and
activities
extortion, union busting
Willie Egan were dead and leadership of the crew passed to
Rivals
Bottoms Gang
William "Dint" Colbeck. Egan's Rats soon went to war with the
Hogan Gang
rival Hogan Gang, whom they suspected of killing Willie Egan.
After defeating the Hogans in a well-publicized war, the Rats
turned to armed robberies rather than bootlegging as a chief source of income. In November 1924, nine key
members of the Egan gang were sentenced to long terms in federal prison for a mail robbery at Staunton, Illinois.
While a few lower-ranking members of Egan's Rats still operated in St. Louis, they were finished by the fall of
1925.

Those members of the gang who escaped imprisonment spread across the country. Some of the ex-Rats, led by
Fred "Killer" Burke, were suspected of being involved in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre. The gang later made
headlines when gang member Leo Vincent Brothers was convicted of the murder of Chicago Tribune reporter Jake
Lingle in June 1930.
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Egan's Rats was founded around 1890 by Thomas "Snake" Kinney and Thomas Egan, two street toughs living in
the riverfront "Kerry Patch" neighborhood of St. Louis. Recruiting other members from the neighborhood, the Rats
started out as pickpockets, burglars, and armed robbers. The gang also aided the Democratic Party political
machine by intimidating voters at polling places on Election Day. Kinney used the gang as a stepping stone into
politics. He first served as the Fourth Ward’s delegate in to the Missouri House of Delegates and later served in the
Missouri State Senate.
In contrast, Tom Egan stayed in the old neighborhood and became the main leader of the increasingly powerful
Rats. By 1904, Egan's Rats was the most powerful street gang in St. Louis. The fabric of the gang were the
Democratic political clubs scattered around the city. Most members of the Rats belonged to one club or another.
Some Egan-affiliated clubs were the Jolly Five, Cross Keys, and Friendly Ten.
The Egan Gang's main rival at this time was the violent Bottoms Gang from the Twenty-second Ward. However,
the Bottoms Gang made the mistake of assaulting police officers and were soon forced out of existence. Ruthless
killers, the Rats Gang was willing to assassinate anyone, regardless of the consequences. On June 7, 1909, the Rats
murdered rival gunman Fred "Yellow Kid" Mohrle in the Four Courts Building while he was on trial for killing
Egan gangster Sam Young. The Rats got a little taste of their own medicine when John "Bad Jack" Barry, leader of
the Cross Keys Club, was fatally shot in a North Side courtroom on February 24, 1910 by Henry Diederichsen.
By 1912, Tom Egan headed an organization of 300 to 400 men. That same year, he gave an astounding interview to
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in which he flaunted his power and underworld status. The murder of auto mechanic
Fred Hesse, in particular, underscored the Rats' blatant gangsterism. At high noon on November 7, 1913, dozens of
witnesses saw Deputy Constable Harry Levin shoot and kill Hesse in front of 2647 Olive Street. Fred Hesse was
suspected to have "snitched" on the Rats over a $15,000 railroad swindle. Despite the fact that numerous people
saw the unprovoked murder, Levin was acquitted on April 23, 1914.
With Snake Kinney’s death from tuberculosis, Tom Egan moved the gang into more sophisticated rackets.
Correctly suspecting that alcohol consumption would soon be prohibited in the United States, Tom Egan set up a
liquor smuggling network in St. Louis.
By early 1916, the Egan's Rats went to war with the depleted Bottoms Gang. The main cause was disgruntled Egan
gangster Harry "Cherries" Dunn, who was angry that Tom Egan did little to help his imprisoned brother John.
Dunn shot and killed original Egan gang member William "Skippy" Rohan inside Tom Egan's saloon on January 8,
1916. Tom's brother Willie successfully argued to spare Dunn's life. "Cherries" defected to the Bottoms Gang and
instigated a full-blown war on August 21, 1916, when he killed Harry Romani, a semi-pro boxer and crook who
was allied with the Egan gang.
Willie Egan and four of his men confronted Cherries Dunn at the Typo Press Club on September 19, 1916. Walter
Costello and Frank "Gutter" Newman shot and killed him. The war between the Egan and Bottoms gangs claimed
almost a dozen lives, including both of Harry Dunn's murderers.
Despite the passage of a Prohibition law, Tom Egan was unable to reap the full benefits of his liquor smuggling
ring. Tom died of Bright's Disease on April 20, 1919.
After Tom Egan's death in 1919, Egan's Rats was taken over by his younger brother, Willie. Unfortunately, Willie
wasn’t a natural leader like his brother. As a result, younger gang members became restless. While Egan wanted to
build up the bootlegging business for longterm profits, the younger members wanted the quicker payoffs of armed
robberies. Rebelling against Egan, these youthful gangsters, known as “red hots”, began robbing up banks,
armored cars, and messengers with lightning rapidity.
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By 1921, these disputes worsened when Max "Big Maxie" Greenberg, a dissatisfied Egan's Rats member, doublecrossed Willie Egan over a shipment of whiskey. In retaliation, Egan unsuccessfully attempted to kill Greenberg.
At this point, Max defected to a new rival, the Hogan Gang. The Hogan Gang was headed by Egan archrival,
Edward "Jelly Roll" Hogan, who also served as the Deputy Missouri State Beverage Inspector. On October 31,
1921, Willie Egan was gunned down in front of his Franklin Avenue saloon. The Hogan Gang were considered to
be the likely suspects.
With the murder of Willie Egan in 1921, William "Dint" Colbeck took over Egan’s Rats. A former plumber and
World War I infantryman, Colbeck aggressively led Egan's Rats against the Hogans. Shootings swept the city, with
both gangsters and innocent bystanders being killed on the streets. A primary order of business was tracking down
Willie Egan's alleged murderers. According to Dint Colbeck, James Hogan, John Doyle, and Luke Kennedy had
been paid $10,000 each to kill Egan. Doyle was shot and killed by St. Louis police on January 6, 1922, while Luke
Kennedy was trapped in Wellston on April 17, 1922. Kennedy was shot and killed while begging for his life.
Jimmy Hogan spent most of the next year in hiding. In the winter of 1923, the Egan-Hogan war was re-ignited
when the Rats killed Hogan lawyer Jacob Mackler on February 21, 1923. The Rats also shot up Jelly Roll Hogan's
house at 3035 Cass Avenue on two occasions. By now, public outrage at reached a fever pitch and people were
scrambling to figure out how to get the gangs from shooting each other. By the spring of 1923, the Rats forced the
battered Hogan Gang to sign a peace treaty.
Now at peace, the Rats commenced a crime wave of robbery and murder in Missouri and Illinois. The gang was
ruthless with anyone who crossed them, including their own members. In the midst of it all, Colbeck maintained
the gang’s rackets. Headquartered at a St. Louis County roadhouse named the Maxwelton Club, the Rats
increasingly looked toward their armed robberies for income.

Ar med robber y
It would later be estimated that the Rats stole nearly $4.5 million worth in cash and property in a five-year period.
Some of the bank robberies attributed to Egan's Rats include:
the Baden Bank, St. Louis, of $59,000 on April 10, 1919;
Lowell Bank, St. Louis of $11,877 on April 9, 1920;
Hodiamont Bank, Wellston, Missouri, of $7,189 on October 24, 1921;
State Bank of Dupo, Dupo, Illinois, of $10,000 on December 23, 1921;
Gravois Bank, Affton, Missouri of $3,500 on March 6, 1922;
Wellston Trust Company, Wellston, Missouri, of $22,000 on March 16, 1923;
Park Savings Trust Company, St. Louis, of $2,380 on November 6, 1923;
West St. Louis Trust Company, St. Louis, of $26,850 on January 15, 1924;
Bank of Maplewood, Maplewood, Missouri of $8,500 on February 26, 1924;
Granite City National Bank, Granite City, Illinois of $63,000 on April 25, 1924; and
the Wellston Trust Company (again), Wellston, Missouri, of $40,000 on September 19, 1924.
These bank robberies represent only a fraction of the heists Egan's Rats pulled off in the 1919-1924 window
allotted by informant Ray Renard. By far, their most famous caper took place in downtown St. Louis on the
morning of April 2, 1923, when they stuck up an armored mail truck after receiving a tip from the Cuckoo Gang.
The Rats took control of the truck and made off with $2.4 million in cash and negotiable bonds.

Gang breakup
In 1924, Egan's Rats would suffer a crushing blow. Fearful for his life, imprisoned gang member Ray Renard
started cooperating with federal prosecutors. On November 15, 1924, Colbeck, Louis "Red" Smith, Steve Ryan,
David "Chippy" Robinson, Oliver Dougherty, Frank Hackethal, Charles "Red" Lanham, Gus Dietmeyer, and Frank
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"Cotton" Epplesheimer, were convicted of a Staunton, Illinois mail robbery and sentenced to 25 years
imprisonment.
With the 1924 convictions of Colbeck and his associates, Egan's Rats fell apart. The gang members who hadn't
gone to prison scattered across the country, wreaking havoc wherever they went. One crew of ex-Rats, led by Fred
"Killer" Burke, committed numerous robberies, kidnappings, and contract murders throughout the American
Midwest. This crew allegedly took part in the infamous 1929 St. Valentine’s Day Massacre of seven gangsters in
Chicago. Burke was involved in the killings of Policemen in 1928 and 1929 [1] and died in prison in 1940. Another
ex-Rat, Leo Vincent Brothers, was convicted of killing Chicago Tribune reporter Jake Lingle in 1930. Two other
former members, Pete and Thomas "Yonnie" Licavoli, started the “River Gang”, a large Detroit bootlegging gang
that would dominate rackets in both Detroit and Toledo, Ohio. A former Rat named Elmer Macklin would murder
Detroit mob boss Chester LaMare in February 1931. One member of the "rats" Raymond "Craneneck" Nugent was
involved in the killing of an Ohio policeman in 1928[2] and later "vanished" in April 1931.[3]
By the early 1940s, Colbeck and most of the imprisoned gang members had been set free. They returned to a St.
Louis that had changed over the past 20 years. Colbeck and some other gang members tried to muscle their way
back into power. Most of them went to work for local mob boss Frank “Buster” Wortman and eventually retired
peacefully. However, William “Dint” Colbeck was machine-gunned to death while driving down a St. Louis street
on February 17, 1943.
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Adelar d Cunin (August 21, 1893 – February 25, 1957), better
known as Geor ge 'Bugs' Mor an, was a Chicago Prohibition-era
gangster. He was incarcerated three times before turning 21. On
February 14, 1929, in an event that has become known as the
Saint Valentine's Day Massacre, seven members of his gang
were gunned down in a warehouse, supposedly on the orders of
Moran's rival Al Capone.
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Ear ly life and career
Moran was born Adelard Cunin to Jules and Marie Diana Gobeil
Cunin, French immigrants, in St. Paul, Minnesota. While
attending Creighton, a private school, he joined a local juvenile
gang. Moran left school at the age of 18 and was later caught
robbing a store. He was then sent to the state juvenile
correctional facility. Bugs was put in jail about 3 times before he
turned 21. Moran escaped and fled to Chicago, Illinois where he
was later caught trying to rob a warehouse, taking part in a
horse-stealing ring, taking part in robbery involving the death of
a police officer, and robbing a freight car for which he received
a variety of prison and jail term sentences.

Born

Adelard Cunin
August 21, 1893
St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.

Died

February 25, 1957 (aged 63)
Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary in
Leavenworth, Kansas, U.S.A.

Other names George Moran; Adelard Cunin (Birth
Name); George Clarence Moran
(Full Name); George Gage; George
Morrissey
Occupation Gangster, bootlegger
Criminal
charge

Robbery and conspiracy to
counterfeit and cash in sixty-two
thousand dollars' worth of American
Express checks.

Criminal
penalty

10–20 years at Ohio State Prison; 5
years at Leavenworth Prison

Criminal
status

Active 1924–1945; Deceased

Allegiance

North Side Gang

He married twice during his career as a gangster, divorcing his first wife who was not comfortable with his life
style. Moran joined a gang in Chicago led by Charles “the Ox” Reiser with other prominent members including
Dean O'Banion, Hymie Weiss, and Vincent Drucci; all of whom became well known members.[1]

Prohibition
Prohibition was established in 1920 with the enactment of the 18th Amendment, which banned the distribution of
alcoholic beverages. Subsequently, criminal enterprises sprang up to smuggle liquor. They imported it,
manufactured it, stole it and sold it as a scarce commodity for great profit. The popularity of alcohol and lack of
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legal competition ensured an endless supply of customers. This smuggling of alcohol was called bootlegging.
Soon, the criminals and gangsters were enjoying profits beyond anything the basic rackets had ever provided.
Among them were Dean O'Banion and his group of mostly Irish thugs, including Bugs Moran, who became known
as the North Side Gang. Al Capone succeeded Johnny Torrio as the leader of the Italian mob on the South Side.
These two rivals fought violently, resulting in what is known as “The Bootleg Battle of the Marne.”[2]

Battling Al Capone
The bootlegging operation of Hymie Weiss and Bugs Moran continued to pose a significant challenge to Capone's
South Side Gang. Moran and Capone then led a turf war with each other that cost them both. Moran's hatred of
Capone was apparent even to the public. Moran was disgusted that Capone engaged in prostitution. He would not
increase profits himself by engaging in prostitution rings due to his Catholic religion. Torrio’s gang killed Dean
O’Banion, and in an attempt to avenge him, Bugs Moran and Earl “Hymie” Weiss made an attempt on Torrio’s life.
Later, they went on to make a failed attempt on Al Capone’s life at his headquarters, the Hawthorne Inn in Cicero,
Illinois. More than one thousand shots were fired at the inn and at a nearby restaurant in their attempts to kill
Capone.[3] In retaliation, Weiss’s life was taken by Al Capone’s gang and Bugs Moran became head man of the
North Side Gang. Responding to Weiss’s death, Moran tried to kill a member of Capone’s gang resulting in an
attack, allegedly from Capone, known as the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.[4]

The St. Valentine's Day Massacre
On February 14, 1929, Capone probably tried to strike a decisive blow against Moran with the notorious Saint
Valentine's Day Massacre. The day before, a tempting phone call to Moran told him that a truckload of whiskey
had just arrived from Detroit, Michigan and he could have it at a bargain price. He ordered the whiskey to be
delivered at 10:30 a.m. the next morning at the garage of the S.M.C. Cartage Company on North Clark Street,
where he kept his bootlegging trucks.[2] Two gunmen dressed as Chicago police officers and two others in plain
clothes lined up seven of Moran’s people against the wall in the warehouse and gunned them down. However, the
main target of the "hit," Bugs Moran, narrowly eluded death. Moran decided to sleep in that day. Had they known
he was not there, they might have put off the attack until a different day. Another North Sider, Al Weinshank, was
misidentified as Moran by one of Capone's lookouts who signaled for the attack to begin. The men were lined up
against the wall and shot repeatedly.
Responders were late to the scene due to the lack of reporting by neighbors, who thought that whatever had
occurred had been taken care of when they saw the two “police officers” exit the area from which the gunshots
were heard. Six of the men were killed and another was near death when police arrived on the scene. The seventh
man, Frank Gusenberg, was taken to a hospital where he refused to identify his killers following the gangster’s
code of silence and later died. When Moran saw the carnage, he broke the gangster code, accusing Capone of the
murders. No one was convicted of the crime and Capone denied all involvement in the massacre. Capone did get
called to court, however, but claimed to be sick both times. The tactic worked, and Capone never was convicted.[5]

After Prohibition
Moran managed to keep control of his territory and what remained of his gang through the end of Prohibition and
through the early 1930s. The North Side gang never fully recovered its power, or former place in Chicago's
underworld as the chief rival to Capone's Italian mob. Moran eventually left the area, quitting the gang entirely,
though not the lifestyle. After losing his position of power, or authority, in the mob, he needed support, and, to
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continue to make money, he reverted to his earlier gangster ways, now as a semi-retired individual, resuming the
occasional, though fairly frequent, commission of common, or petty, crimes, such as mail fraud and robbery, for
which he previously had made his mark in the underworld scene.
On April 30, 1939, Moran was convicted of conspiracy to make and cash $62,000 worth of American Express
checks. Freed on appeal when he posted a bond, he fled but was captured and not released until December 21,
1943.[6] By the 1940s, only 17 years after being one of the richest gangsters in Chicago, Moran was almost
penniless.
On July 6, 1946, Moran was arrested for his involvement in a June 28, 1945, robbery of a Dayton, Ohio tavern,
receiving a sentence of 20 years after being found guilty.[7] After being released from his twenty-year sentence in
Ohio State Prison, he was tried for robbery once again and found guilty in 1957. He was sentenced to 10 years in
prison.

Death in pr ison
Moran died of lung cancer a few months into his 10-year sentence at Leavenworth Prison in Kansas on February
25, 1957 at age 63.[8]

In popular culture

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bugs_Moran

3/6

9/19/2016

Bugs Moran - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Date

Title

1958

Playhouse 90 Seven
Against the Wall

USA

Portrayed by Dennis Patrick

[1] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
005252
2/)

1959

Al Capone

USA

Portrayed by Murvyn Vye

[2] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
005254
3/)

1959

The Untouchables — USA
The George "Bugs"
Moran Story,
Arsenal, The Eddie
O'Gara Story, and
Doublecross

Portrayed by Lloyd Nolan, Robert J. Wilke, and Harry
Morgan

[3] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
005252
2/)

1967

The St. Valentine's
Day Massacre

USA

Portrayed by Ralph Meeker

[4] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
006230
1/)

1975

Capone

USA

Portrayed by Robert Phillips

[5] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
007276
1/)

1987

The Verne Miller
Story

USA

Portrayed by Sean Moran

[6] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
009425
5/)

1993

The Untouchables — USA
Pilot (Parts 1 and 2),
Chinatown

Portrayed by Jack Thibeau

[7] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
010616
5/)

2000

Early Edition —
Everybody Goes to
Rick's

Portrayed by Kevin Fry

[8] (htt
p://www.
imdb.co
m/title/tt
010863
5/)
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