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PROPERTY RECOVERY UNIT 

OPERATION "CAP R I 'S " 

The Toledo Police Division and the Office of the Lucas County Prosecutor con­
cluded a fourteen month anti - fencing operation on November 4, 1982. The operations 
was known as "CAP R I 'S ". ( Caught Again Police Resume Its Stings ) 

This was the fifth sting operation in the last four years for the City of Toledo 
and involved five Toledo police officers. 

The result of this operation was significant due to the number of people invol­
ved ; and the d ifferent types of drugs and property recovered. The operation officially began 
in August of 1981. Targets of this operation were the street type criminals believed to 
be involved in robberies , burglaries, drugs; and also those persons receiving stolen property . 

Intelligence gathered from previous sting operations indicated that a significant 
amount of stolen property was being sold to gold and silver shops along with pawn shops 
operating inside the city . Giuded by th is information the Toledo Police opened a operating 
gold and silver shop at 3507 Upton Avenue with the thought of attracting that portion of 
the criminal element involved in the thefts of gold and silver items . The doors opened on 
November 16, 1981 and was named Capri's. Our undercover officers soon discovered not 
only could they purchase gold and silver items, but also various other stolen items including 
cars, television sets and a large quantity of drugs. 

Numerous drug buys were being offered to the undercover officers and over 
three hundred deals were made outs ide of the shop itself . These purchased drugs included : 
Marijuana. L.S.D .. Cocaine, Hash ish , and Heroin. Several of the customers of the shop ad­
mitted se ll ing drugs to the students of a nearby school. 

A combined tota l of over one thousand buys were recorded with the recovery 
of over $625,000.00 worth of stolen property and drugs. A total of $31,000.00 in buy mo­
ney was used. This results in less than $.05 spent for every dollar recovered. 

The tota l number of persons who are wanted as a result of this sting operation 
keeps growing as invest igators check out leads produced by this operation. So far. warrants 
have been used for abou t 252 suspects and the number will grow as other investigations 
come to a close. 

Hopefully, th is type of operation serves to warn the criminal community that 
the Toledo Police Division cannot be counted on as being a purely defensive force. 
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